
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES

TUESDAY

SEPTEMBER 24, 2024
7:00 P.M.
The Regular Council Meeting of the Eastlake City Council was held at Eastlake City Hall, 35150 Lakeshore Boulevard.  The Meeting was called to order by Council President Meyers at approximately 7:02 p.m.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
ATTENDEES
All members of Council in attendance.
All members of the Administration were in attendance with the exception of Finance Director Schindel.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Regular Council Meeting Agenda – September 24, 2024
MOTION:  Ms. Krajnyak moved to approve the Agenda for September 24, 2024. Ms. Kostelnik second.
ROLL CALL: Yeas unanimous. 
Motion carried.  Agenda approved.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
MOTION: Mr. Semick motioned to approve the Minutes from the Regular Council Meeting of September 10, 2024. Ms. Krajnyak second.
ROLL CALL: Yeas unanimous. 

Motion carried. Minutes approved.

PRESIDENT'S REPORT
Meetings Scheduled
Council President Meyers stated that the next Council-as-a-Whole Committee Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday October 8, 2024 at 7:00 p.m. The Regular Council meeting will be convened immediately following the adjournment of the Council-as-a-Whole Committee meeting. 
MOTIONS
MOTION: Ms. Schmidt motions to appoint Lisa Marcelli to fill the open seat on ECDC. Ms. Kostelnik second.

ROLL CALL: Yeas unanimous.

Motion Carried. Motion Approved.

MOTION: Ms. Krajnyak motions to approve the Liquor License Transfer #7273463 from Patrician Party Center Inc to Regovich Catering LLC. Mr. Kasunick second.

ROLL CALL: Yeas unanimous. 

Motion Carried. Motion Approved.
COMMUNICATIONS & PETITIONS:
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
Ms. Schmidt reports on ECDC meeting. Business lantern program happening over the next couple months. They also created a bucket list for the holiday season to encourage visiting local establishments. For the lantern, Mayor Morley always purchased the lantern and the plaque. They are requesting either the budget for that or if someone would like to sponsor that item. The businesses are so proud to display that and it’s a super fun thing. They are also going over their resident activity list. Councilman Semick is also creating a Park list to provide to the community. She is happy to share through email. 

Mr. Meyers asks if she can send the cost for the lanterns to Mayor’s office and the cost for the text to speak. Council may look to invest in in the future.

Mr. Semick reports on Port Authority meeting. They were appreciative of the dead trees taken care of by the City. Next meeting on 10/17. Otherwise uneventful. Worked on the budget some.

RECOGNITION OF THE PUBLIC:  1/2 hour, 3-minutes per person
Mr. Gould comes to address Council. Today is a sad day for the City. We lost another great Mayor, not to death, but from the bullying on City Council. Mr. Meyers- he does not care about your past, he cares about the future of this city. He hopes that we can weather the storm and move forward. He has seen screenshots from members of this Council calling for Mr. Meyers head already today. This violates the sunshine law. He has evidence of half the people sitting up there violating this law. It’s time to get your house together, or he will. This is not the time and place to talk about it, but he is happy to speak with Mr. Meyers after. Shame on Council for making this City a laughing stock. 

No one else was signed up to speak.
LEGISLATION PROPOSED:
09-24-(01)






          RESOLUTION NO.: 







Requested by: Finance Director Schindel





 
          Sponsored by:  Finance Committee

A Resolution certifying that there are unpaid bills owed to the City of Eastlake, and authorizing and directing the Lake County Auditor to place these bills on the tax duplicate for collection of payment, and declaring an emergency.

MOTION: Ms. Schmidt moved to suspend the rules requiring separate readings and readings in full. Mr. Semick second.

ROLL CALL: Yeas unanimous.
MOTION:  Ms. Schmidt to adopt.  Mr. Semick second.

ROLL CALL: Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Resolution No.: 2024-056
09-24-(02)


RESOLUTION NO.:  ______________

Requested by:  Administration


Sponsored by:  Council
A Resolution authorizing the Mayor and Director of Finance to prepare and submit an Application to Participate in the Ohio Public Works Commission State Capital Improvement and/or Local Transportation Improvement Program(s) and to execute contract and required, and declaring an emergency.
MOTION: Mr. Semick moved to suspend the rules requiring separate readings and readings in full. Ms. Kostelnik second.

ROLL CALL: Yeas unanimous.
MOTION:  Mr. Semick to adopt.  Ms. Kostelnik second.

ROLL CALL: Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Resolution No.: 2024-057

09-24-(03) 

RESOLUTION NO.: _______________







Requested by: Administration







Sponsored by: Council
A Resolution authorizing the Mayor and Finance Director to enter into an agreement with the Ohio Department of Transportation for the Lakeshore Blvd. (SR-283) Bridge Project, and declaring an emergency. 

MOTION: Mr. Kasunick moved to suspend the rules requiring separate readings and readings in full. Mr. Semick second.

ROLL CALL: Yeas unanimous.
MOTION:  Mr. Kasunick to adopt.  Mr. Semick second.

ROLL CALL: Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Resolution No.: 2024-058

09-24-(04)

ORDINANCE NO.: __________






Requested by:  Planning Commission







Sponsored by:  Administration

An Ordinance authorizing the issuance of a Conditional Use Permit to Murkesh Agarwaz, dba Loving Cup Kids Academy, located at 36100 Portage Dr. Eastlake, Ohio 44095, and declaring an emergency.
MOTION: Ms. Krajnyak moved to suspend the rules requiring separate readings and readings in full. Ms. Schmidt second.

ROLL CALL: Yeas unanimous.
MOTION:  Ms. Krajnyak to adopt.  Ms. Schmidt second.

ROLL CALL: Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Resolution No.: 2024-059

LEGISLATION PENDING:
ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS:
Mayor Jim Overstreet says this is his first council meeting as Mayor. He was going to make the same statement in his President’s Report for Council, but he is no longer in that position. He is disappointed in this Council. Mayor Spotton had this job given to him after Mayor Morley died. Since then, members of this Council found it necessary to attack him personally, professionally, and financially. Even after the Law Director made a decision on the matter. This is unacceptable. It does nothing to move the City forward. Then, there is the legislation that was proposed to give $500 to workers in City Hall for having to work without air conditioning for over 6 months. This did not even make it to a vote. This tells the Administration that Council does not care. He found out today that the Finance Director was buying popsicles and water out of her own pocket for workers at City Hall. He asks council to stop bickering so they can move forward.

No questions.

Chief Whittington has no report.

No questions. 

Chief Werner has only been in his position for a little over a week now and has been organizing in house. They need to move forward as well. As of next Wednesday, there is another officer leaving. That will bring him down to 25. He needs to hire 4 immediately to be where they were at in February. That does not include where he thinks they need to actually be. They are running shift minimums 18 hours of the day. When he was hired, they had 30 officers in the department. For them to have 25 officers today with the environment, this really needs addressed. They are trying to attract transfers and he has had conversations with two separate Mayors about MOU about union contracts to attract people. That is what he is looking at doing. Aside from that, there was a gentleman that is offering their department a therapy K9. He did the same thing for University Circle department a year ago and has done it for many other departments- police and otherwise. The only thing the City would have to do is give him a tax deduction form for fair value cost. The dog comes to them fully trained and would be a tremendous asset to the department. He only has preliminary info on this at the moment but he is looking to move forward in the next 2 months. It’s valued at $8,000-$10,000. He feels this is a no-brainer. He asks council to consider that. 

Ms. Schmidt says she thinks a therapy dog is amazing. Who would handle the dog and would it be going in situations where there are children? 

Chief Werner says it is an all-purpose dog, it might hang at the station all day and as people come to make reports and statements, they can hang out with the dog. It could be with the officers or it could go to calls and spend time with victims. If there is any issue, they will take the dog back and fix the training and then give it back at no additional cost. It would likely fall on one of the staff officers.

Ms. Krajnyak says she seconds what Ms. Schmidt is saying. She saw University Circle’s dog at Walmart.

Mr. Meyers says maybe Mr. Seiler should come chat with Council at a meeting.

Ms. Schmidt asks if there is a timeline on when he has to hand over the dog?

Chief Werner says he will be ready as early as October 16. The dog’s name is Peanut and she is 11 months old. She needs spayed before she is ready. That is the absolute earliest date, but could be any time after that as well.

No questions.

CBO Menn says he wishes the Mayor and Police Chief good luck with their new starts. There was a house that was in bad shape on 349th street between Stevens and Glen. It is amazing what it looks like today, it was cleaned up and a lot of the neighbors have called and expressed their appreciation. Hopefully it stays that way.

No questions.

Service Director Kostelnik welcomes and congratulates Chief Werner and Mayor Overstreet. He looks forward to working with them to move the City forward. He thanks them for stepping up for the City and the Residents. They have the marquee. It is delivered, set up, and operational and he feels that it is a good addition to the City. They received word that the spray park contractors will be on site week of October 4. They wanted to do end of October and he said that was not good enough. They are hoping to get that done before winter sets in. They are also in the process of something that has bothered him for a long time. The cat tails and the phragmites along the side of Rt. 91 have been sprayed and they are going to be removed altogether. They will continue to spray and keep them down as they are unsightly and can cause some problems for local businesses. The Storm Water and Lake County Health Department inspection came through the garage and they check a variety of things to make sure they are not bleeding anything into the storm system. When the concluded their walk through this year, they said it was the best it has ever been. He thanks the guys for that.

Mr. Meyers asks if they are planning to do an install on the water features this fall or spring?

Kostelnik says it should all be done with this company. When those meetings took place, he was not involved yet. There are two types of spray parks. Ours is recirculated system. There is only one contractor in the tri-state area that installs these. They are supposed to do everything, but that’s the best he can do for them.

Ms. Schmidt asks if spray park after everything is installed and working. Who is winterizing it? Is that service department or does someone need brought in for that?

Mr. Kostelnik says yes it needs winterized but they will see.

No additional questions.

Mr. Meluch says construction season is wrapping up around Thanksgiving. Pavement projects should wrap up before then. All contractors on projects appear to be making good progress at the moment as well as some of the projects that will be getting started. 

No questions.

Law Director Klammer says if we have learned anything from the passing of Mayor Morley and the resignation of Mayor Spotton, we need to take Council Presidents seriously. We have been through this a few times, there is a Council vacancy that they have 30 days to fill. Before 8:45 in the morning the Mayor was already being caught up on many topics with himself and Service Director. They are working on the ARPA funds with Carol Ann and Auditor. Judy will get the Mayor caught up to speed on all of that.

No questions.
ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 7:46 p.m.
th
___________________________________
JOHN MEYERS, COUNCIL PRESIDENT

APPROVED: ______________________
ATTEST: _____________________________________
ALYSSA MORAN, CLERK OF COUNCIL
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