
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES

TUESDAY

JULY 9, 2024
7:00 P.M.
The Regular Council Meeting of the Eastlake City Council was held at Eastlake City Hall, 35150 Lakeshore Boulevard.  The Meeting was called to order by Council President Overstreet at approximately 7:12 p.m.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
ATTENDEES
All members of Council in attendance.
All members of the Administration were in attendance.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Regular Council Meeting Agenda – July 9, 2024
MOTION:  Mr. Semick moved to approve the Agenda for July 9, 2024. Mr. Kasunick second.
ROLL CALL: Yeas unanimous. 
Motion carried.  Agenda approved.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
MOTION: Mr. Semick motioned to approve the Minutes from the Regular Council Meeting of June 25, 2024. Mr. Meyers second.
ROLL CALL: Yeas unanimous with the EXCEPTION of Ms. Krajnyak who abstained.
Motion carried. Minutes approved.

PRESIDENT'S REPORT
Meetings Scheduled
Council President Overstreet stated that the next Council-as-a-Whole Committee Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday July 9, 2024 at 7:00 p.m. The Regular Council meeting will be convened immediately following the adjournment of the Council-as-a-Whole Committee meeting. 
MOTIONS
MOTION: Mr. Kasunick motioned to approve the Liquor License Transfer #0040318 from American Croatian Lodge Inc. to Adriatic Events LLC. Ms. Kostelnik second.
ROLL CALL: Mr. Kasunick yes, Ms. Kostelnik yes, Mr. Meyers no, Ms. Krajnyak no, Ms. Schmidt yes, Mr. Semick yes, Mr. Overstreet no. 
Motion carried. Motion approved.
COMMUNICATIONS & PETITIONS:
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
Mr. Kasunick reports on the Finance Committee Meeting that just took place regarding the Sewer Rates item. They discussed the 15% exemption for homesteaders as well as the 5-year sunset on the rate increase. Committee unanimous to move item forward.

No questions.

RECOGNITION OF THE PUBLIC:  1/2 hour, 3-minutes per person
Jen Yorko from the Lake County Captains comes to address Council this evening. She will speak as quickly as she can and will be available for questions after. She is here to discuss the Captains’ lease agreement. She is unhappy with the idea that the Captains are not a good partner. She feels that there is a lack of communication. She feels that there are necessary projects at the Captain’s Stadium that the City is not taking care of and that they are not fulfilling their lease agreement. Ms. Yorko has been asked to email her comments pertaining to specific examples over to the Council Clerk to be included in these minutes. 
Ms. Freeman, an Eastlake Resident, comes to address Council. She asks about the proposed 15% senior discount. How will you administer this? Who will be doing that? Secondly, the comments made regarding the proposed event center on Vine. Originally it was 50 now it is 37 because of an apparent illegal parking lot expansion? Why are they being targeted for this? She has been complaining about the same thing to the City and has been brushed off. Vine Street looks rough. The fence behind Handy Rents hides nothing. Biggby looks like a construction site. It is brand new and just opened. If you want Vine and Eastlake to look better, start enforcing the rules you have in place. 

No one else was signed up to speak. 

LEGISLATION PROPOSED:
07-09-(01)




RESOLUTION NO.: ____________

Requested by: Administration

       

 Sponsored by: Council

A Resolution authorizing the Mayor and Director of Finance to accept a donation of One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) from CT Consultants for Fireworks, and declaring an emergency. 
MOTION: Ms. Krajnyak moved to suspend the rules requiring separate readings and readings in full. Ms. Kostelnik second.

ROLL CALL: Yeas unanimous.
MOTION:  Ms. Krajnyak to adopt.  Ms. Kostelnik second.

ROLL CALL: Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Resolution No.: 2024-038
07-09-(02)
RESOLUTION NO:______________
Requested by: Administration
Sponsored by: Finance Committee

A Resolution authorizing and directing the Mayor and Director of Finance to enter into a Contract with Specialized Construction Inc., of Cuyahoga Heights, Ohio, the lowest and best and most responsible bidder for the Lakeland Blvd. pavement resurfacing for a total amount of Seven Hundred Eighty-Seven Thousand, Two Hundred Forty-Two Dollars and Thirty-One Cents ($787,242.31), and declaring an emergency.
MOTION: Mr. Meyers moved to suspend the rules requiring separate readings and readings in full. Ms. Schmidt  second.

ROLL CALL: Yeas unanimous.
MOTION:  Mr. Meyers to adopt.  Ms. Schmidt second.

ROLL CALL: Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Resolution No.: 2024-039

07-09-(03)
RESOLUTION NO:______________
Requested by: Administration
Sponsored by: Finance Committee

A Resolution authorizing and directing the Mayor and Director of Finance to enter into a Contract with TC Construction Inc., of Willoughby Hills, Ohio, the lowest and best and most responsible bidder for the E. 347th Street pavement reconstruction for a total amount of Four Hundred Seventy Thousand Eight Hundred Dollars ($470,800.00), and declaring an emergency.

MOTION: Mr. Meyers moved to suspend the rules requiring separate readings and readings in full. Mr. Semick second.

ROLL CALL: Yeas unanimous.
MOTION:  Mr. Meyers to adopt.  Mr. Semick second.

ROLL CALL: Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Resolution No.: 2024-040

07-09-(04)


                  RESOLUTION NO.: ______________


                  Requested by: Administration


                  Sponsored by: Council

A Resolution submitting to the electors of the City the question of the renewal of an existing 0.5-mill tax levy for the purpose of providing fire apparatus, capital improvements and equipment for the Fire Department, pursuant to Section 5705.19(I) of the Revised Code, and declaring an emergency.


MOTION: Ms. Kostelnik moved to suspend the rules requiring separate readings and readings in full. Mr. Semick second.

ROLL CALL: Yeas unanimous.
MOTION:  Ms. Kostelnik to adopt.  Mr. Semick second.

ROLL CALL: Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Resolution No.: 2024-041
LEGISLATION PENDING:

*This item was on Second Reading

06-25-(03)


ORDINANCE NO: ___________
Requested by: Administration

Sponsored by: Planning Committee

An Ordinance authorizing the issuance of a Conditional Use Permit to Kaleema Shabazz dba Exquisite Spaces located at 36091 Vine Street Units 400-600 Eastlake, OH 44095, and declaring an emergency.

MOTION: Mr. Kasunick motioned to suspend the rules requiring separate readings and readings in full. Mr. Semick second.

ROLL CALL: Mr. Kasunick yea, Mr. Semick yea, Mr. Meyers no, Ms. Krajnyak no, Ms. Schmidt, no, Ms. Kostelnik, no, Mr. Overstreet no. 
ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS:
Mayor Spotton thanks everyone who attended City fireworks. They were on the 3rd due to the Captains having a game on the 4th. Hoping to meet with First Energy soon, it keeps getting canceled. Last week he officiated two weddings. There were news reports about the marijuana dispensary on Vine. Company did not come to the City nor is this zoned for this. The City reached out to the owner of the building and no one has contacted him. Cruising for Cancer on 20th. Letter for the Fire Department from Laketran in response to the bus fire. Thoughts and Prayers with Cleveland Police.

Ms. Schmidt asks about the 20th is that July or August?

Mayor Spotton says July.

No other questions.

Fire Chief Whittington agrees with the Mayor that the fireworks were a success. It was a busy weekend region wide. There was a crash in Montville, boat capsized, garage and house fires, it was busy from the 3rd until today. 

No questions.

Police Chief Reik says they were kind of busy over the holiday weekend. Past years have been busier. There was discussion in other cities about a no break approach to fireworks. If that was considered they would have to have a group exclusively targeting that. Unfortunately, there are so many variations from mortars and your typical fireworks and bottle rockets. If we took a no tolerance approach, we would have as many people happy as unhappy with it. During the weekend and time around it hopefully people got it out of their systems. 

No questions.

CBO Menn wants to clarify that he was asked to give a parking count for an item on the agenda. He never said anything was illegal or anything. He was explaining the history of the parking lot.

No questions.
Service Director Kostelnik sent the monthly report out via email. He has no formal report at this time.

No questions.

City Engineer Mr. Meluch will get contracts authorized since Council approved the contracts today. They will then get project schedules and he will share with Council.

No questions.

Finance Director Schindel says that Lake County bills water and sewer on the same bill. There is a credit for water, but not sewer. The credit they will provide to residents if this item passes will be for sewer. All buildings for the City need a lot of work. In 2022, 2023, and 2024 with the support of the County from grants that Mayor Morley got for them for nearly 5.6 million. We are doing our best with the money that we have. 

No questions.

Law Director Klammer says the Sewer Rate Change question about senior resident discounts exists because the Mayor asked for it. Council does not have to address that. The Finance Department will have to monitor this. For it to go from what Dave described to someone saying there was illegal expansion was not justified. Any residents who hear that, he has to respond, it is not true. The constant suggestion that the directors are somehow neglecting their duties is ridiculous. A CBO is qualified and certified. Carol Ann is a CPA. Our Engineer is an Engineer. We have highly qualified individuals unlike most cities in Northeast Ohio. He is meeting with the Mayor and the Captains on Thursday. He has been here for 5 Mayors. To suggest that the City and the residents of the City have not been great and patient partners with the costs to run the facility and the various changes in management, the decreasing attendance, is one of the most absurd things he has heard in a public comment in a long time. The money that came in was due to Mayor Morley in a large part. He made sure that happened for the residents. The most recent controversy was with the toilet seats. He has his opinions on this. The City was unable to approve these because the requests were never sent to the City. For anyone to come here and say the City and its residents have not been good partners is not fair. They have put up with a lot. He apologizes if he sounds upset.

No questions.
ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 7:49 p.m.
th
___________________________________
JIM OVERSTREET, COUNCIL PRESIDENT

APPROVED: ______________________
ATTEST: _____________________________________
ALYSSA MORAN, CLERK OF COUNCIL
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