
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES

TUESDAY

JUNE 25, 2024
7:00 P.M.
The Regular Council Meeting of the Eastlake City Council was held at Eastlake City Hall, 35150 Lakeshore Boulevard.  The Meeting was called to order by Council President Overstreet at approximately 7:17 p.m.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
ATTENDEES
All members of Council in attendance with the EXCEPTION of Ms. Krajnyak.
All members of the Administration were in attendance with the EXCEPTION of Law Director Klammer.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Regular Council Meeting Agenda – June 25, 2024
MOTION:  Mr. Meyers moved to approve the Agenda for June 25, 2024. Ms. Schmidt second.
ROLL CALL: Yeas unanimous. 
Motion carried.  Agenda approved.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
MOTION: Mr. Semick motioned to approve the Minutes from the Regular Council Meeting of June 11, 2024. Ms. Kostelnik second.
ROLL CALL: Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried. Minutes approved.

MOTION: Mr. Kasunick motioned to approve the Minutes from the Finance Committee Meeting of June 11, 2024. Mr. Semick second.

ROLL CALL: Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried. Minutes approved.

PRESIDENT'S REPORT
Meetings Scheduled
Council President Overstreet stated that the next Council-as-a-Whole Committee Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday July 9, 2024 at 7:00 p.m. The Regular Council meeting will be convened immediately following the adjournment of the Council-as-a-Whole Committee meeting. 
MOTIONS
MOTION: Mr. Meyers motioned to suspend the regularly scheduled Council Meetings for July 23, 2024 and August 13, 2024. Mr. Kasunick second.
ROLL CALL: Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried. Motion approved.
COMMUNICATIONS & PETITIONS:
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
Mr. Kasunick reports on Finance Committee Meeting in which they discussed the sewer rates. They commissioned CT Consultants to give us the information on our sewer fund and its impact on the City budget as a whole. Based on that study, they are recommending a sewer rate increase of 95% in 2025 and 4% continuing thereafter. We discussed the matter of having this sunset in 5 years and reconsidering the matter then. We tabled the issue for tonight. It was listed as 06-25-(02) and it will not move forward and will be stricken from tonight’s agenda.

No questions.

Ms. Schmidt reports on ECDC. She says that they discussed yard of the year. The final date for nominations is June 30. If you know a yard or business please let her know. Mid July they will give out signs and will invite Council and the Mayor.ECDC is taking a summer break for July and August. When they return they will focus on the Christmas lanterns. Cleveland Hell’s Angels have given them a bunch of helmets to give out. They will be meeting with the Mayor to try to arrange an event for this. Outside of that, there was an Eastlake Resident who owns Back to Basics. She would like to join the Committee. She must be approved by Council so Ms. Schmidt asks that Council tells her what they need.

Mr. Meyers asks if there are openings?

Ms. Schmidt says yes, it must be a business and a chamber member. Residents can be involved as well.

Mr. Semick reports on the Port Authority meeting. The City check for dredging was given to them. This will help pay for dredging and life preserver station at Borac’s. If enough organic material is deposited in the river, we could lose dredging permit. 

Ms. Schmidt says maybe a social media post to share to encourage not doing that?

Mr. Semick says yes they talked about that.

Mr. Meyers asks if it will be a City ordinance?

Mr. Semick says no, Port Authority Charter.

RECOGNITION OF THE PUBLIC:  1/2 hour, 3-minutes per person
Mr. Gould, from Empire Small Engine, comes to address Council. Unfortunately he is not here spreading joy and smiles. Everyone has seen the emails, police report, and videos. His family and his business are being harassed by one of the Council members that is holding Council hostage. They will not remove this person in fear of physical or verbal attacks. They were at a Charity fundraiser and people were showing them screenshots. He is a disabled veteran and he does not like people sneaking up behind him. The yellow chains in his shop are for safety concerns. This Council person has been slandering them for their charitable contributions. The Building department has held their feet to the fire but they respect them and follow guidelines. They are suing this person for their transgressions. They were taking photos in unauthorized areas, almost hit someone. He called Eastlake PD. This Council person would not open the door and they were closing their blinds. They answered the door finally with a bottle appearing inebriated. If this person was drunk at that time, within the 15 minutes it took for Eastlake PD to respond, it meant she was drinking and driving.

Christine Rable, the other half of Empire Small Engine also comes to discuss the concerns of this Council person. She feels that this person has become an online bully and uses their platform to spread unethical information. If someone disagrees, they will block them, which is illegal. They have slandered businesses, the Mayor, and has a lack of authority. This person also does not attend meetings regularly. Our tax dollars are going to someone that does not attend the meetings or community events. If I don’t show up to work, I don’t get paid. If I bad mouth my leader, I get fired. The lack of respect for the people here tonight from this Council person is unbelievable. She is calling for Council to use their ability to remove this person for gross misconduct. Do not let your fear get in the way. They want you to be afraid so they can continue spreading their negativity. Every member of Council should be striving to improve our City.

Ms. Freeman comes to address Council. At the last meeting she expressed her displeasure with the way the Administration was handling planning and zoning without proper permits. Since then, the work has continued. This is in regards specifically to Handy Rents and the Concrete Business. She is told they are planning to put a building there. Many of the things they are planning can in no way meet our codes. She says Council needs to ensure Administration is enforcing the rules equally and fairly across the board. She went by the place that wants to be an Event Center and counted 50 parking spots. There is currently a restaurant there that is also open at night. One other thing about Vine, right by Circle K there is a vacant lot where police sit. Every day people are jay walking there. Can we put a crosswalk in or talk to those employees to tell them it’s not appropriate?

No one else was signed up to speak. 
LEGISLATION PROPOSED:
06-25-(01)


RESOLUTION NO.: 




Requested by: Police Department

Sponsored by: Finance Committee

A Resolution authorizing and directing the Director of Public Safety, or his duly authorized representative, to proceed with the Solicitation of Bids through an Online Public Auction for the City of Eastlake Police Department for the sale of various items, as listed in “Exhibit A”, and declaring an emergency.

MOTION: Mr. Semick moved to suspend the rules requiring separate readings and readings in full. Mr. Meyers second.

ROLL CALL: Yeas unanimous.
MOTION:  Mr. Semick to adopt.  Mr. Meyers second.

ROLL CALL: Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Resolution No.: 2024-037
The following item was stricken from the agenda during Council as a Whole:

06-25-(02)

ORDINANCE NO.: ________________

Requested by: Finance Director

Sponsored by: Administration

An Ordinance amending Section 939.26(b) “SEWER SERVICE CHARGES” of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Eastlake to read as such, and declaring an emergency.  

The following item was placed on First Reading:

06-25-(03)


ORDINANCE NO: ___________
Requested by: Administration

Sponsored by: Planning Committee

An Ordinance authorizing the issuance of a Conditional Use Permit to Kaleema Shabazz dba Exquisite Spaces located at 36091 Vine Street Units 400-600 Eastlake, OH 44095, and declaring an emergency.

The following item was tabled during Council as a Whole:

06-25-(04)


RESOLUTION NO.: 




Requested by: Administration

Sponsored by: Finance Committee

A Resolution authorizing and directing the Director of Finance and the Mayor to proceed with scrapping the Dodge Stratus VIN: 1B3AL76RX4N349526, and declaring an emergency.

LEGISLATION PENDING:

There was no legislation pending.
ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS:
Mayor Spotton talked to the County Auditor. There will be increases. City does not benefit from these. City fireworks will be July 3 because Captains will play July 4 and will have fireworks at their game. The Spray Park does not have a hard construction restart date despite Mr. Kostelnik’s many attempts. He addresses Ms. Freeman from a question from Finance that sewer rates were last adjusted in 2010.

Chief Whittington says we got through our first heat wave. We are lucky we kept power. We do have the ability to have cooling centers in the City. Senior Center would be activated if there were a power outage. We are seeing a little bump in EMS calls with elderly people complaining of dehydration. Drink fluids and check on the elderly and ensure you keep your pets out of the heat.

Chief Reik says as Mayor mentioned, Wickliffe and Willowick will be at our fireworks. Officers from those agencies will be assisting as well. Fire Department has been busy the past couple weeks. Regular Summer activity for police. There will be a swearing in July 9. 

Dave Menn thanks his staff for working without a cooling station most of last week. They did a great job with no complaints and he does appreciate them. 

No questions.

Kostelnik echoes the words from Mr. Menn. They did have their employees work 6-2 last week to try to get them ahead of some of the heat. To follow up on a couple of projects coming up. The condensers for AC for this building are currently anticipated to be around the 19th of July. The sign is also mid July. The Spray park company doing the install called him 6 pm tonight. PSS Contractors are currently on a job in Kentucky and we are next on their schedule as soon as the health department approves their job. The text he received tonight was that they are reaching out to local contractors to see if someone else can do the excavation while we wait.

Mr. Meyers asks about the penalty for not finishing in a timely matter in the contract?

Mr. Kostelnik says he was not involved in those talks, but he was looking for an answer for that.

Mr. Meluch says Ohio Public Works Commission releases approval for their projects in early July. He is hoping to have information for that by next meeting.

Schindel says that Finance is at the end of the building and gets the sun also. They have been working 6-2:30 also with the insane heat. Right now they are going through expenditures and trying to get their money back. Auditors don’t want to come into the building right now but they are still working with us. No questions.
ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 7:43 p.m.
th
___________________________________
JIM OVERSTREET, COUNCIL PRESIDENT

APPROVED: ______________________
ATTEST: _____________________________________
ALYSSA MORAN, CLERK OF COUNCIL
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