
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES

TUESDAY

MAY 14, 2024
7:00 P.M.
The Regular Council Meeting of the Eastlake City Council was held at Eastlake City Hall, 35150 Lakeshore Boulevard.  The Meeting was called to order by Council President Overstreet at approximately 7:05 p.m.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
ATTENDEES
All members of Council in attendance.
All members of the Administration were in attendance.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Regular Council Meeting Agenda – May 14, 2024
MOTION:  Mr. Semick moved to approve the Agenda for May 14, 2024. Mr. Kasunick second.
ROLL CALL: Yeas unanimous. 
Motion carried.  Agenda approved.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
MOTION: Mr. Meyers motioned to approve the Minutes from the Regular Council Meeting of April 23, 2024. Ms. Krajnyak second.
ROLL CALL: Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried. Minutes approved.

PRESIDENT'S REPORT
Meetings Scheduled
Council President Overstreet stated that the next Council-as-a-Whole Committee Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday May 28, 2024 at 7:00 p.m. The Regular Council meeting will be convened immediately following the adjournment of the Council-as-a-Whole Committee meeting. 
MOTIONS
MOTION: Mr. Meyers motioned to approve the Liquor License Transfer from Force Indoor Sports Eastlake LLC (Pool Volleyball & Patio) to TOCA Eastlake LLC located at 34650 Melinz Pkwy Eastlake, OH 44095. Ms. Krajnyak second.

ROLL CALL: Yeas unanimous. 

Motion Carried. Motion approved.
COMMUNICATIONS & PETITIONS:
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
None at this time.

RECOGNITION OF THE PUBLIC:  1/2 hour, 3-minutes per person
Mayor Fiala from Willoughby comes to speak. He hands out information to members of the administration and council. He is here to explain the 911 Committee. It should have been formed months ago, but it will be for County dispatch centers going forward. Behind this is the State statute for how municipalities pick their representative for this committee. It needs to be one councilman as selected by members of Council, it cannot be a Mayor. Council must pick one councilman to sit on this. It excludes Mayors, most of which are safety directors. Why wouldn’t a safety director be at the table? Secondly, trustees and villages and townships there are only 3 people and they are voting themselves. The narrow definition of “legislative authority” is too narrow in their opinion. We are still talking and reaching out to the State and other entities. Please consider future legislation to allow Willoughby’s Council President to sit on this Committee since Mayor Fiala may not. He wants a representative from the west side to help make determinations. He is hoping for questions. In the next few days, they should hear if Mayor Fiala can be considered and if not, then that Mr. Carr be considered. He asks that Eastlake and Willoughby’s Law Directors work together to get legislation through for this. 

Ms. Krajnyak asks if there is any chance in the future that they are looking to change the law to say administrative rather than legislative? Can it be changed?

Mayor Fiala says when you burrow through it, he understands the narrow legal interpretation. Mayor Morley and him were both on the last Committee, but now Mr. Spotton and himself are both excluded. They are in conversations with the State to say that the definition is too narrow. 

Law Director Klammer asks if there is a reason we even care about this statutory mechanism?

Mayor Fiala says that Mr. Hammercheck supports this and thinks that the Mayors should be seated and they have two interpretations and they want to ensure that they don’t go too far downstream with this.

Mr. Klammer says he will speak with Willoughby’s Law Director.

No further questions.

Mr. Gould from Empire Small Engine comes to address Council. He overheard Councilwoman Kostelnik asking for a flag box so that anyone who has a flag of any sort that is destroyed can bring it for disposal. He wants to say publicly, they give 30% of their profits back to Eastlake and try to never say no. This year they have superseded their $20,000 from last year. He wants to kickstart this and is giving $500 to Finance Director Schindel for this box. He says he likes this idea and states that it is not a bribe, he wants it explicitly for the Flag Box. Maybe the Women’s Club can reach out with scholarship matching for the year? He thanks Council for their time. 

No one else wishes to address Council.

LEGISLATION PROPOSED:
05-14-(01)

RESOLUTION NO.: 




Requested by: Finance Director Schindel 

Sponsored by: Finance Committee

A Resolution accepting the Tax Budget for 2025 as presented by the Director of Finance, and declaring an emergency.

MOTION: Mr. Meyers moved to suspend the rules requiring separate readings and readings in full. Ms. Krajnyak second.

ROLL CALL: Yeas unanimous.
MOTION:  Mr. Meyers to adopt.  Ms. Krajnyak second.

ROLL CALL: Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Resolution No.: 2024-023
05-14-(02)





RESOLUTION NO.: 









Requested by: Administration





Sponsored by:  Council

A Resolution recognizing the broad duty to Affirmatively Further Fair Housing in the City of Eastlake, Lake County, Ohio, and declaring an emergency.

MOTION: Mr. Semick moved to suspend the rules requiring separate readings and readings in full. Ms. Kostelnik second.

ROLL CALL: Yeas unanimous.
MOTION:  Mr. Semick to adopt.  Ms. Kostelnik second.

ROLL CALL: Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Resolution No.: 2024-024
05-14-(03)





RESOLUTION NO.: 









Requested by: Administration





Sponsored by:  Council

A Resolution authorizing the Mayor and Director of Finance to File an Application with the Lake County Planning Commission for Funds through the Competitive Community Development Block Grant Program (CDBG), for the term of October 1, 2024 through September 30, 2025, and declaring an emergency.
MOTION: Ms. Krajnyak moved to suspend the rules requiring separate readings and readings in full. Mr. Semick second.

ROLL CALL: Yeas unanimous.
MOTION:  Ms. Krajnyak to adopt.  Mr. Semick second.

ROLL CALL: Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Resolution No.: 2024-025
05-14-(04)

ORDINANCE NO.: _______________

Requested by: Administration

Sponsored by: Council

An Ordinance authorizing the Mayor of the City of Eastlake to enter into an agreement with the Lake County Board of Commissioners to participate in the Urban Entitlement Community Development Block Grant (CDBD) Program and for the utilization of funds made available by the housing and community development act of 1974, as amended, and declaring an emergency. 
MOTION: Ms. Schmidt moved to suspend the rules requiring separate readings and readings in full. Mr. Semick second.

ROLL CALL: Yeas unanimous.
MOTION:  Ms. Schmidt to adopt.  Mr. Semick second.

ROLL CALL: Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Resolution No.: 2024-026
05-14-(05)

ORDINANCE NO.: _______________

Requested by: Finance Director Schindel

Sponsored by: Finance Committee

An Ordinance to reappropriate for the expenses of the City of Eastlake, State of Ohio, for the period beginning January 1, 20​​24 and ending December 31, 2024, and declaring an emergency.

MOTION: Ms. Krajnyak moved to suspend the rules requiring separate readings and readings in full. Ms. Kostelnik second.

ROLL CALL: Yeas unanimous.
MOTION:  Ms. Krajnyak to adopt.  Ms. Kostelnik second.

ROLL CALL: Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Resolution No.: 2024-027
05-14-(06)

RESOLUTION NO.: _______________





Requested by: Administration





Sponsored by: Council
A Resolution authorizing the Mayor and Director of Finance to apply for and accept a grant for Eclipse staffing from the Environmental Protective Agency (EPA) for a total of Three Thousand Three Hundred Twelve Dollars and Twenty-Five Cents ($3,312.25), and declaring an emergency.

MOTION: Mr. Semick moved to suspend the rules requiring separate readings and readings in full. Mr. Kasunick second.

ROLL CALL: Yeas unanimous.
MOTION:  Mr. Semick to adopt.  Mr. Kasunick second.

ROLL CALL: Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Resolution No.: 2024-028
LEGISLATION PENDING:

There was no legislation pending.
ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS:
Mayor Spotton welcomes everyone to the meeting. He sends thoughts and prayers for Euclid Police Department. Cricket Club played over the weekend and were happy with the grounds. They are working on the schedule and then will send it out. Local Government Fund meeting is this Thursday at 6 pm. He thanks Mayor Fiala for his leadership. There is a formula for stop/loss. He will provide a spreadsheet to Council once this formula is confirmed and then they will have to vote on it. Senior Center is having a garage sale this weekend. There will be a City-wide garage sale June 15/16 that he is working on with Mr. Meyers.

Chief Whittington expresses their sadness on the murder of Euclid officer Durbin. The community needs to keep them in their thoughts and prayers. Eastlake is ready to support Euclid as needed with everything going on. Summer schedule kicked off. Members of department all have to go train on how to do basic rescue on the water with the boat and jet skis. Safety trailer has been going to the elementary schools to do their safety talks. They are trying to take advantage of the weather. They are required to be evaluated by FEMA with North High sometime this summer. If there is an incident in Perry, they will be sent to North by FEMA. 

Ms. Krajnyak asks about the flag box. There used to be a ceremony in the back. That hasn’t been done for a while. Can we provide that service again?

Chief Whittington says they had a vault back there but they no longer do. Then they went to different crematoriums and he is not sure if they will still do it. They have not had a formal ceremony to honor flags that are being retired. They do their best to honor them and occasionally they reach out to someone to do it. Something in the vault failed which is why they don’t do that anymore.

No questions.

Police Chief Reik says they are assisting with Euclid. They will be sending officers Friday. It is Police Memorial week this week anyway and they are sending cars to the parade on Friday. Friday afternoon is the showing and then Saturday they are also sending cars to the Church ceremony and then the procession. June 10 is safety town for the week. Stephanie is getting that set up. Ms. Schmidt has helped get bike helmets to give away. She was also able to assist the department in getting more items for victims’ advocates. They are interviewing people Wednesday and will hopefully hire soon. They had another Lt. retire. 

Chief Whittington says that the Mayor clarified that DeJohn is doing their flags at this time.

No questions.

CBO Menn jokes he actually has a report tonight. Within the last few weeks they have put out 400+ notices for grass. They have to go back and check all of those… so 800 stops. Occasionally they miss some. He doesn’t know how, but it does happen. People are also putting signs in their yards stating when they will mow or signs saying “who turned me in?” It is an unusual thing to do. There are a lot of questions with chickens again now. There is an Ordinance that was put in last year. If you are new, no more than 6 chickens. There is stuff about where to put the hen house too. 

No questions. 

Service Director Kostelnik jokes he is not sure who woke up Mr. Menn. Service has finished mulching of City Hall and the parks throughout the City. Approximately 100 yards of mulch is what it takes. Right now, Cub Scout Group 83 is planting all the flowers at City Hall again. They have been doing this for 7-8 years. He wishes to thank them for that. They have also completed the repairs of the section of parking lot they had planned for this year. Salt delivery is completed and they are working on getting it into their new bins. They are now looking at the last week of May/first week of June for start on the spray park.

No questions.

City Engineer Meluch is still waiting for ODOT to get final schedule for the Vine Street project. Currently they are in Willowick moving towards Eastlake. He will update when he gets that schedule. They are waiting for July for some grants to be finalized and then will come for authorization.

No questions.

Finance Director Schindel thanks Mayor Fiala for doing a lot of work on the Local Government Funds. There was a potential hit Eastlake was exposed to, but thanks to his work it has been hopefully minimized. If you go to the meeting Thursday night, if they use the word fair, it’s because they are talking about money based on population. Fair has a lot of different definitions and as a City, they are responsible for infrastructure. She lives in a Township and if it snows hard, she has to wait for the County. She has to put in her own septic and well. In the City you don’t have to do that. A person living in a township feels they should get the same as a City does, but the Township relies on the County and the State for things. Cities rely on themselves a lot. Should someone use the word “fair”, it may not be the same way you are thinking of it. There was a lot of work done on this so that the City didn’t lose this potential huge sum of money. It was all based on someone thinking “fair” meant “per person”. The auditors are in their office keeping them busy.

No questions.

Law Director Klammer jokes he has never seen Carol Ann so fired up. No report.

No questions.
ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 7:37 p.m.
th
___________________________________
JIM OVERSTREET, COUNCIL PRESIDENT

APPROVED: ______________________
ATTEST: _____________________________________
ALYSSA MORAN, CLERK OF COUNCIL
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