
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES

TUESDAY

NOVEMBER 28, 2023
7:00 P.M.
The Regular Council Meeting of the Eastlake City Council was held at Eastlake City Hall, 35150 Lakeshore Boulevard.  The Meeting was called to order by Council President Spotton at approximately 7:14 p.m.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
ATTENDEES
All members of Council in attendance with the exception of Ms. Krajnyak.
Those attending from the Administration were Fire Chief Whittington, CBO Dave Menn, Finance Director Schindel, City Engineer Tom Gwydir, and Law Director Klammer. All others were absent and excused. 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Regular Council Meeting Agenda – November 28, 2022.
MOTION:  Mr. Semick moved to approve the Agenda for November 28, 2022.  Mr. Overstreet second.
ROLL CALL: Yeas unanimous. 
Motion carried.  Agenda approved.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
MOTION: Mr. Overstreet motioned to approve the minutes from the Regular Council Meeting of November 14, 2023. Mr. Meyers second.
ROLL CALL: Yeas unanimous. Motion carried. Minutes approved.

PRESIDENT'S REPORT
Meetings Scheduled
Council President Spotton stated that the next Council-as-a-Whole Committee Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, December 12, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. The Regular Council meeting will be convened immediately following the adjournment of the Council-as-a-Whole Committee meeting. 
MOTIONS
COMMUNICATIONS & PETITIONS:
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
Mr. Semick reports on the Port Authority meeting. He says it was pretty short but they discussed the need for the Council appointments for end of December. They are sending out letters to roughly 50 people who received fines for not paying for sticker placement or for not buying a sticker. River is down so rain and snow is much appreciated.

No questions.

Ms. Schmidt reports that the ECDC meeting was canceled due to the weather. Just so everyone knows they are doing the Eastlake lighting contest for businesses. Winner gets an engraved lantern. If you know any businesses please have them email her or anyone on the committee.

Mr. Semick asks if it is for indoor or outdoor decorations?

Ms. Schmidt says both.

No additional questions.

RECOGNITION OF THE PUBLIC:  1/2 hour, 3-minutes per person
Ms. Freeman comes to address council. She has a couple questions regarding the proposed Ordinances/Resolutions. She was curious with the proposals for the contract between CT and the City of Eastlake. Did you look at other firms to potentially provide the service to the City? She understands the City Engineer is an employee of CT and the City and could be a conflict of interest. What are CT Consultants qualifications for this? She also requested the proposed contract, but has not received that yet. She is hoping that Council has that in front of them before they vote on the item. The other comments she had were in reference to the proposed Charter Amendments. Looking at the language that Ms. Moran sent over, which she understands is a draft, 11-28-(09) she was not sure looking at the language to see where we were clarifying the numbering in the text. 

Mr. Klammer says that the last one they had had the numbering wrong. What we are doing is making what American Legal has the correct version. The numbering for Section 2 and 1 is confused.

Ms. Freeman says you underline what is being added? She states that it is confusing to interpret.
Mr. Klammer says it is not confusing to him, he thinks it is pretty clear.

Ms. Freeman brings up 11-28-(08).

She ran out of time.

Ted Andrejewski comes to address Council. First of all, he requests that you speak into the microphones. They cannot hear back there. He was very concerned that a councilwoman’s request for information from the Finance Director was not given. She should have been given that information- no excuses. Second, about the absentees, he agrees with that that council people should attend meetings. What happens for serious illness or injury? There needs to be some leeway there. Something to think about. Also, why is there all the concern all of a sudden about a write in candidate? Why aren’t you concerned about a candidate who is on the ballot and convicted of a crime? That’s what you should be looking at. A write in candidate is basic democratic procedure. Again, on the City Buildings- police and fire, it tells him you are further along on the process than you let the people believe. You told us many times that this is a preliminary process. Why not go to the people first and have meetings to see if the public will even pass new buildings? You can’t even do leaf pick up. Give the people services for that money. Again, remember to put in there something that a candidate can get on the ballot if a council person is convicted of a crime. You had a situation this year.

No questions.

Ms. Jones comes up to speak, representing Pete’s Eastlake Tavern. She is just up here to let everyone know that they try to help WilloPraise Church every year. At the tavern, they have a tree with ornaments that have items on it. She is inviting the public and council to come and get tags. All food is due December 20 at 5 pm. There is also a drive on December 17. One last thing, can we have a sunshine committee for things like this. She understands that there are bigger things that people are concerned about, and she feels bad bringing up the Giving Tree after that.

Mr. Klammer mentions that ECDC does a lot with things like that.
No questions.
LEGISLATION PROPOSED:
11-28-(01)






RESOLUTION NO.: 









Requested by: Administration






Sponsored by: Council

A Resolution authorizing and directing the Mayor and Director of Finance to accept a SVAA Grant from The State of Ohio Attorney General, in the amount of Six Thousand Four Hundred Sixteen Dollars ($6,416.00), and declaring an emergency.

MOTION: Mr. Semick moved to suspend the rules requiring separate readings and readings in full. Mr. Overstreet second.

ROLL CALL: Yeas unanimous.
MOTION:  Mr. Semick to adopt.  Mr. Overstreet second.

ROLL CALL: Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Resolution No.: 2023-099
11-28-(02)

RESOLUTION NO.: _________________





Requested By: Finance Department






Sponsored By: Administration

A Resolution authorizing and directing the Mayor and Director of Finance to accept a grant on behalf of the City of Eastlake in the total amount of Thirty- Eight Thousand Nine Hundred Seven Dollars ($38,907.00) from the Ohio Attorney General's Office for the VOCA (Victims of Crime Assistance) Program, and declaring an emergency.

MOTION: Mr. Overstreet moved to suspend the rules requiring separate readings and readings in full. Mr. Semick second.

ROLL CALL: Yeas unanimous.
MOTION:  Mr. Overstreet to adopt.  Mr. Semick second.

ROLL CALL: Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Resolution No.: 2023-100
11-28-(03)


RESOLUTION NO:_____________ 

Requested by: Administration

Sponsored by: Finance Committee

A Resolution authorizing and directing the Mayor and Director of Finance to enter into an agreement with Gardiner, a member of the Equalis Consortium, for Boiler Replacement, Condensing Unit #1, 2, 3 Replacement, and AHU-3 Replacement, for a total amount of Nine Hundred Forty-Five Thousand Five Hundred Fifteen Dollars ($945,515.00), and declaring an emergency.
MOTION: Mr. Meyers moved to suspend the rules requiring separate readings and readings in full. Mr. Overstreet second.

ROLL CALL: Yeas unanimous.
MOTION:  Mr. Meyers to adopt.  Mr. Overstreet second.

ROLL CALL: Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Resolution No.: 2023-101
11-28-(04)

ORDINANCE NO.: _______________

Requested by: Finance Director Schindel

Sponsored by: Finance Committee

An Ordinance to reappropriate for the expenses of the City of Eastlake, State of Ohio, for the period beginning January 1, 20​​23 and ending December 31, 2023, and declaring an emergency.
MOTION: Mr. Overstreet moved to suspend the rules requiring separate readings and readings in full. Ms. Schmidt second.

ROLL CALL: Yeas unanimous.
MOTION:  Mr. Overstreet to adopt.  Ms. Schmidt second.

ROLL CALL: Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Resolution No.: 2023-102
11-28-(05)






RESOLUTION NO.: 
___________________









Requested by: Finance Director Schindel






Sponsored by:  Finance Committee

A Resolution certifying that there are unpaid bills owed to the City of Eastlake, and authorizing and directing the Lake County Auditor to place these bills on the tax duplicate for collection of payment, and declaring an emergency.

MOTION: Mr. Kasunick moved to suspend the rules requiring separate readings and readings in full. Mr. Overstreet second.

ROLL CALL: Yeas unanimous.
MOTION:  Mr. Kasunick to adopt.  Mr. Overstreet second.

ROLL CALL: Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Resolution No.: 2023-103
11-28-(06)

ORDINANCE NO.: _______________

Requested by: Administration

Sponsored by: Council

A Resolution authorizing and directing the Mayor and Director of Finance to enter into a Contract with CT Consultants for the Fire Station Existing Conditions & Concept Study for a total amount of Ninety-Nine Thousand Dollars ($99,000.00), and declaring an emergency. 
MOTION: Mr. Meyers moved to suspend the rules requiring separate readings and readings in full. Mr. Semick second.

ROLL CALL: Mr. Meyers, yes. Mr. Semick, yes. Mr. Kasunick “NO”. Ms. Schmidt, yes. Mr. Overstreet, yes. Mr. Spotton, yes. 
This item did not have enough of the majority to pass as an emergency and will move on to the next meeting for Second Reading.
Mr. Kasunick states his reason for voting “no” being that he feels this item needs the full three readings. 
11-28-(07)

ORDINANCE NO.: _______________

Requested by: Administration

Sponsored by: Council

A Resolution authorizing and directing the Mayor and Director of Finance to enter into a Contract with CT Consultants for the Police Station Existing Conditions & Concept Study for a total amount of Ninety-Nine Thousand Dollars ($99,000.00), and declaring an emergency. 
MOTION: Mr. Meyers moved to suspend the rules requiring separate readings and readings in full. Mr. Semick second.

ROLL CALL: Mr. Meyers, yes. Mr. Semick, yes. Mr. Kasunick “NO”. Ms. Schmidt, yes. Mr. Overstreet, yes. Mr. Spotton, yes. 

This item did not have enough of the majority to pass as an emergency and will move on to the next meeting for Second Reading.
Mr. Kasunick states his reason for voting “no” on this item as well as being that he feels this item needs the full three readings. 

11-28-(08)






ORDINANCE NO.: 









Requested by: Council






Sponsored by: Administration

An Ordinance to provide for an election on the adoption of a proposed amendment of Article V, Section 3, of the Charter of the City of Eastlake, and declaring an emergency.
MOTION: Mr. Semick moved to suspend the rules requiring separate readings and readings in full. Mr. Overstreet second.

ROLL CALL: Yeas unanimous.
MOTION:  Mr. Semick to adopt.  Mr. Overstreet second.

ROLL CALL: Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Resolution No.: 2023-104
11-28-(09)






ORDINANCE NO.: 









Requested by: Council






Sponsored by: Administration

An Ordinance to provide for an election on the adoption of a proposed amendment of Article II, Section 1, and Section 2 of the Charter of the City of Eastlake, and declaring an emergency.

MOTION: Mr. Overstreet moved to suspend the rules requiring separate readings and readings in full. Mr. Meyers second.

ROLL CALL: Mr. Overstreet, yes. Mr. Meyers, yes. Mr. Kasunick, yes. Ms. Schmidt, yes. Mr. Semick, no. Mr. Spotton, yes. 
This item did not have enough of the majority to pass as an emergency and will move on to the next meeting for Second Reading.
LEGISLATION PENDING:

11-14-(02)






RESOLUTION NO.: 









Requested by: Finance Director Schindel






Sponsored by: Administration

A Resolution the Director of Finance to transfer funds, with said funds to be transferred from Fund #101 “General Fund” in the amount as listed into Fund #803 “Safety Center Fund” as well as a transfer from Fund #101 “General Fund” in the amount as listed into Fund #402 “Road Levy Fund”, and declaring an emergency.

This item was on Third and Final Reading.

MOTION:  Mr. Overstreet to adopt.  Mr. Semick second.

ROLL CALL: Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Resolution No.: 2023-105
ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS:
Fire Chief Whittington says lighting ceremony was great this year. He thanks everyone from Service and Eastlake Women’s Club as well as everyone else who helped. They have dialed in their new hire. Likely start date at the beginning of the year. He is coming from Kirtland Fire. They are working with them to ensure they are not leaving them short. They are not technically having a lot of issues at this point. 
No questions.

CBO Dave Menn says that he has had a couple questions about Biggby’s that is in the shopping center parking lot. There have been questions about the water lines with the County. They have finally been worked out so he assumes that things will start moving forward and be finished soon.

No questions.

City Engineer Gwydir says they are wrapping up Waverly. Most aprons are in and then they will work on the concrete and restoration of surfaces and grass will be next spring.

Ms. Schmidt asks when it will be opened up?

Gwydir says that the road is mostly open now, but the concrete work at Waverly and Willowick Drive still needs completed.
No more questions.

Finance Director Schindel says they are busy wrapping up grants. They are also starting to wrap up the year end and they are looking forward to the budget.

No questions.

Law Director Klammer says a couple things for residents that may be watching. When Carol Ann proposes and does the budget, there are some funds that you cannot move around. Sometimes we have to move money from the General Fund to a more detailed account and it requires a piece of legislation. Safety Center fund is created in the spirit of saving money received from grants for a potential safety center. It is set aside to benefit everyone going forward. That is just the process. When residents see that, it is not an indication that the money is spent, but rather that they are budgeting correctly. Carol Ann wants to move that around, but Council ultimately has the authority over that. In 2016 we had a $200,000 carry over, now we are at $8-9 million in the General Fund. That is effort from everyone, but certainly Carol Ann. She is conservative and careful with where the money goes and what it is spent on. As far as using CT goes, there are certain types of services that are of a specialized nature that do not require bidding. One of the typical ones are architecture. We are fortunate to have CT because they know so much about the City. They have also seen those buildings all those years. He says Tom is technically not an employee. We contract CT as our engineer and Tom is our consultant and comes to the meetings. 

No questions.

ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 7:44 p.m.
th
___________________________________
DAVE SPOTTON, COUNCIL PRESIDENT

APPROVED: ______________________
ATTEST: _____________________________________
ALYSSA MORAN, CLERK OF COUNCIL
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