
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES

TUESDAY

APRIL 11, 2023
7:00 P.M.
The Regular Council Meeting of the Eastlake City Council was held at Eastlake City Hall, 35150 Lakeshore Boulevard.  The Meeting was called to order by Council President Spotton at approximately 7:03 p.m.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
ATTENDEES
All members of Council in attendance with the exception of Mr. Meyers who was absent and excused.
Those attending from the Administration were Police Chief Reik, Fire Chief Whittington, City Engineer Gwydir, Service Director Kostelnik, Law Director Klammer, and Mayor Dennis Morley.  
APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Regular Council Meeting Agenda – April 11, 2022.
MOTION:  Mr. Semick moved to approve the Agenda for April 11, 2022.  Mr. Overstreet second.
ROLL CALL: Yeas unanimous. 
Motion carried.  Agenda approved.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Due to a technical error, the Minutes from the March 28th, 2023 meeting were placed as pending until the April 25th Council Meeting.
PRESIDENT'S REPORT
Meetings Scheduled
Council President Spotton stated that the next Council-as-a-Whole Committee Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, April 25, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. The Regular Council meeting will be convened immediately following the adjournment of the Council-as-a-Whole Committee meeting. 
MOTIONS
Mr. Overstreet made a Motion to approve liquor license #4965572 from Lifeline Helping Hands LLC dba Happy Hour Lounge to Lacullins Bar & Grill LLC dba Happy Hour Lounge located at 35575 Lakeshore Blvd & Patio Eastlake, OH 44095.

Ms. Krajnyak second.

ROLL CALL: Yeas unanimous. Motion carried. Motion approved.
COMMUNICATIONS & PETITIONS:
Law Director Klammer addresses the situation with Mr. Meyers. He mentions that Mr. Meyers has submitted his resignation position of Council President. This item has been submitted for the record. Mr. Spotton is now Council President. Procedure from Charter is that there will be a new Vice President. Currently, Mr. Meyers is not resigning from his position as a councilmember. Some council people raised a concern that the residents do not take their silence as an agreement with what Mr. Meyers is being accused of. Law Director Klammer has asked them to remain silent.

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
RECOGNITION OF THE PUBLIC:  1/2 hour, 3-minutes per person
Mr. Andrzejewski is asking since John is resigning from President he is still going to be on Council? Is he still being paid for this on tax payer dollars? If he will not be attending meetings how will that be excused? He does not want answers today. Mr. Andrezewski claims that Mayor Dennis Morley stated that at a State of the City meeting, he “lied regarding that the City was in a fiscal emergency”. He feels that this is an outright lie.

Mr. Spotton says that they will not be attacking the Mayor at this meeting.

Mr. Andrzejewski says that he is not attacking the Mayor, he is reading public record. He says that he and his council members are being disrespected by these accusations. The second statement he made that was not true was that when he took over, there was a $600,000 carryover. This is also a lie. He attacks the Mayor personally, accusing Mayor Morley of smirking.

Mr. Spotton alerts Mr. Andrzejewski that his time to speak is up. Mr. Andrzejewski refuses to leave the stand after his 3 minutes are up. 

Empire Engine Repair owner comes to address council. They wanted to help community agencies. Over the winter, they wanted to be 100% grounded in Eastlake. They have both sold their houses from neighboring cities and they have purchased a house in Eastlake. He thanks Council and the citizens for making their business so successful. He jokes that whoever does Eastlake’s social media should have their pay doubled. Today he chose to give back to the City with hopes that it trickles down. First, he wanted to help the Women’s Club. He matches their donation for $500 for every year for a scholarship for an Eastlake resident to achieve higher education. Next, they want to award funds to the service department. He gives them a coupon for a $1000 small engine repair. He awards Dennis with a donation for the Eastlake Senior Center. He also awards Mr. Kostelnik for parks and recreation for the dog park with a donation. They have two more to give out. He commends the job that police and fire both deal with. He did not want to give them a monetary donation because he wasn’t sure how it would be perceived. He got each department a massage chair to boost morale. He also got an insurance policy on these items in case they are broken. He thanks everyone for the warm welcome. They have been extremely successful. They are super grateful. They will do a reoccurring donation for the Eastlake Women’s Club. He hopes to be here for many more years.

Ms. Mirsalis comes to address council regarding Council President Meyers. She is glad that things are moving in a positive direction and that he has resigned. However, she is still concerned that he is an active member of council. She is not comfortable bringing her children to events that he may be at. She is extremely active in the community. She knows that there was a recent incident in the schools and the schools took swift action to handle that. She says that per the Charter, Eastlake Council has the ability to suspend them. She helped several of the members on Council get elected and she feels that their actions are complicit. If he is allowed to stay on Council they are not protecting the children of Eastlake who have no voice in the City as they cannot vote. Why are we accepting someone on Council that is accused of something so serious? It is sending the wrong message that this is an okay place to do human trafficking and exploiting children and others. She is certain that no one feels that this is okay. Think about the children of Eastlake and what they deserve. 

Mr. Kinkoph comes to ask the Mayor, Law Director, and Chief Reik questions that he will be submitting in writing. He wants the definition of solicitation as defined by Ohio Revised Code. What about gross conduct? Does the City provide ethics training to all employees? Elected? Not? Why not? Giving recent events the City should look into a resolution regarding ethics training. For Chief Reik, has the city experienced solicitation crimes in the City? A member of council has been charged for a sexually related crime. Are sex crimes increasing or decreasing? What other activities do officers encounter regarding these situations? He appreciates that the Law Director said that they are unable to share their views. He doesn’t intend to go away and Meyers needs to step down entirely.

Ms. Kinkoph comes to address council regarding Mr. Meyers and the human trafficking sting. It is illegal to buy sex in the state of Ohio. He violated an Ohio law. According to the department of state, most women involved in prostitution do not want to be there. Each member of council took an oath of office to support the laws. Council shall be judge of election and qualifications of its own members. It shall punish or remove a member for violation of this oath. She feels that Mr. Meyers violation is a good enough reason for removal from office. She is thankful for his resignation which is a step in the right direction for the City of Eastlake but she hopes they will do more.

LEGISLATION PROPOSED: 
04-11-(01)





RESOLUTION NO.: 









Requested by: Finance Director Schindel





Sponsored by:  Finance Committee

A Resolution certifying that there are unpaid bills for shore structure permit and engineering costs owed to the City of Eastlake, and authorizing and directing the Lake County Auditor to place these bills on the tax duplicate for collection of payment, and declaring an emergency.

MOTION: Mr. Overstreet moved to suspend the rules requiring separate readings and readings in full. Ms. Krajnyak second.

ROLL CALL: Yeas unanimous.
MOTION:  Mr. Overstreet to adopt.  Ms. Krajnyak second.

ROLL CALL: Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Resolution No.: 2023-029
04-11-(02)





RESOLUTION NO.: 









Requested by: Finance Department





Sponsored by:  Council

A Resolution authorizing and directing the Mayor and Director of Finance to purchase the Alamo Turnkey Package for a total amount of One Hundred Seventy-Eight Four Hundred Twenty-Three Dollars and Twenty Cents ($178,423.20), from Southeastern Equipment, a member of the Sourcewell Consortium, and declaring an emergency.

MOTION: Ms. Krajnyak moved to suspend the rules requiring separate readings and readings in full. Mr. Kasunick second.

ROLL CALL: Yeas unanimous.
MOTION:  Ms. Krajnyak to adopt.  Mr. Kasunick second.

ROLL CALL: Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Resolution No.: 2023-030
04-11-(03)

ORDINANCE NO.: _______________

Requested by: Finance Director Schindel

Sponsored by: Finance Committee

An Ordinance to reappropriate for the expenses of the City of Eastlake, State of Ohio, for the period beginning January 1, 20​​23 and ending December 31, 2023, and declaring an emergency.
MOTION: Mr. Overstreet moved to suspend the rules requiring separate readings and readings in full. Ms. Schmidt second.

ROLL CALL: Yeas unanimous.
MOTION:  Mr. Overstreet to adopt.  Ms. Schmidt second.

ROLL CALL: Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Resolution No.: 2022-031
LEGISLATION PENDING:
ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS:
Mayor Morley welcomes residents to this evening’s meeting. He thanks the owner of Empire Small Engine Repair for their generous donations. He knows that they are busy over there. He spoke with someone from Department of Utilities. They received bids for the Vine Street water line replacement and they are under review right now. Waverly project will be starting in a few. Once there is a better schedule they will put that out. He just signed off with TC for concrete repair. They will be putting schedules out for residents as they will be affected.

No questions.

Chief Whittington thanks the massage chair donation. They are glad he is in the City. He thanks him for his service and he jokes that even on his worst day, it’s nothing like being shot at in the military. With the water lines, the community will need to be patient. There will be a lot of construction and service, police, and fire work together to try to manage road closures. The fire marshall maps it out and ensures that departments are aware for safety reasons. It will be frustrating, but at the end of the day, it will improve the community. He also has been reading about the solar eclipse and he thinks there might be some unique opportunities to showcase the city during that time.

No questions.

Police Chief Reik echos what Chief Whittington said. He jokes that unlike the fire department, this will be police’s first recliner. He loves the business owners behind the scenes that help the community run so smoothly. They offered their final candidate who is starting on the 24th and they have 2 guys in training and it is going well. There was an incident last night with a stolen car that the Flock system was able to detect. It has been a beneficial product. It has helped solve a lot of crime especially hit skips and theft but it will also hit on a vehicle that is stolen. All involved parties were mostly okay with this incident. A Willowick officer’s cruiser was struck when the party tried to flee. He thanks Willowick for their support and help with everything that happens in the City. 

A bartender from a local bar wants the bar to get involved in the community in a positive way. She offers to help raise the money for people whose bikes have been stolen, etc. 

Chief Reik says that May 13th there will be a bike event that will have vendors. He tells her to feel free to reach out for a specific individual that she knows of.

She clarifies that she is willing to help raise the money, they want to help and are not in need.

He will get her the information so she can be a part of it as well.

No additional questions.

Mr. Menn jokes that now that we have a good mower repair shop, they shouldn’t have any unruly lawns in the City. Notices will be going out in the next few weeks. Save a Lot has cleaned up the outside as many may have noticed. Dunkin Donuts is still in progress as is Biggby’s. He anticipates that Biggby’s will be open in the very near future.

No questions.

Mr. Kostelnik thanks Mr. Gould again. He says it means a lot that there are residents and business owners in the City that care about the City. With the nice weather, they have been working on roughly 4 stormwater projects. That money will be reimbursed by the County with something that the Mayor has already worked out. They also completed the asphalt repair with Ohio Paving. They have begun the grass cutting so he jokes that he will be seeing Mr. Gould again soon. They bought field marking paint for the soccer and football league. Baseball is underway and they have done a lot of repairs for them. Water and waterlines are hooked up for all facilities except Jakse pool. They will also be doing tree lawn repairs and seeding to correct any mistakes from plowing over the winter.

No questions.

Mr. Gwydir thanks the Fire Chief for keeping active during the construction. The asphalt road program and concrete should be done really quickly. Vine Street and Waverly II will likely be going most of the season though.

No questions.

Mr. Klammer thanks the residents for respecting his advice to council.
ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 7:43 p.m.
th
___________________________________
DAVE SPOTTON, COUNCIL PRESIDENT

APPROVED: ______________________
ATTEST: _____________________________________
ALYSSA MORAN, CLERK OF COUNCIL
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