
   EASTLAKE CITY COUNCIL

        REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

        SEPTEMBER 14, 2004

The Regular Meeting of the Eastlake City Council was held at Eastlake City Hall, 35150 

Lake Shore Boulevard.  The Meeting was called to order by Council President Mr. Hillier at approximately 7:37 p.m.  

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mr. Lajeunesse. 

ATTENDEES

Members of Council in attendance were: Mr. Lajeunesse, Mrs. Curtis, Mr. Mahler, Mr. Andrzejewski, Mr. Razov, Mr. Elshaw, and Council President Mr. Hillier. Also attending was Council Clerk Mrs. Cendroski.  

Those attending from the Administration were Mayor Spinner, Law Director Mr. Klammer, Acting Finance Director Mr. Vuckovich, Service/Recreation Director Mr. Philipp, and City Engineer Mr. Guard. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING TO ADJOURN INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION – August 24, 2004.

MOTION: Mrs. Curtis moved to approve the minutes of the Special Council Meeting to Adjourn into Executive Session meeting held on August 24, 2004.  Mr. Mahler seconded.

ROLL CALL:
 Yeas unanimous.

DISCUSSION:  Mr. Hillier inquired if Mr. Razov was present at this meeting?  Mrs. Cendroski advised Mr. Razov was present.

Motion carried.  The minutes were approved.

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING –  August 24, 2004

MOTION: Mrs. Curtis moved to approve the minutes of the Regular Council meeting held on August 24, 2004.  Mr. Elshaw seconded.

ROLL CALL:
 Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried.  The minutes were approved.

SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING TO ADJOURN INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION – August 30, 2004.

MOTION: Mrs. Curtis moved to approve the minutes of the Special Council Meeting to Adjourn into Executive Session meeting held on August 30, 2004.  Mr. Mahler seconded.

ROLL CALL:
 Yeas:  Mrs. Curtis, Mr. Mahler, Mr. Andrzejewski, Mr. Elshaw, Mr. 

 

  Lajeunesse, Mr. Hillier

Abstain: Mr. Razov

Motion carried.  The minutes were approved.

SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING – August 31, 2004

MOTION: Mrs. Curtis moved to approve the minutes of the Special Council Meeting held on August 31, 2004.  Mr. Elshaw seconded.

ROLL CALL:
 Yeas: Mrs. Curtis, Mr. Elshaw, Mr. Mahler, Mr. Andrzejewski, Mr. 

 

  Lajeunesse, Mr. Hillier

Abstain: Mr. Razov

Motion carried.  The minutes were approved.

SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING – September 1, 2004

MOTION: Mrs. Curtis moved to approve the minutes of the Special Council Meeting held on September 1, 2004.  Mr. Elshaw seconded.

ROLL CALL:
 Yeas:  Mrs. Curtis, Mr. Elshaw, Mr. Mahler, Mr. Andrzejewski, Mr. 

 

  Lajeunesse, Mr. Hillier

Abstain: Mr. Razov

Motion carried.  The minutes were approved.

SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING TO ADJOURN INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION – September 7, 2004.

MOTION: Mrs. Curtis moved to approve the minutes of the Special Council Meeting to Adjourn into Executive Session meeting held on September 7, 2004.  Mr. Elshaw seconded.

ROLL CALL:
 Yeas:  Mrs. Curtis, Mr. Elshaw, Mr. Mahler, Mr. Andrzejewski, Mr. 

 

  Lajeunesse, Mr. Hillier

Abstain: Mr. Razov

Motion carried.  The minutes were approved.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT’S REPORT - Mr. Hillier

Meetings Scheduled

Mr. Hillier stated that the Council-as-a-Whole Committee Meeting would be scheduled for Tuesday, September 28, 2004 at 7:00 p.m. at City Hall and the Regular Council Meeting would be held on Tuesday, September 28, 2004 at 7:30 p.m. at City Hall. 

Mr. Hillier explained Mr. Andrzejewski would address the scheduling of a Finance/Budget Review Meeting.

Mr. Hillier commented, as demonstrated by the minutes just approved; there have been many meetings for discussion of the budget and recovery plan and other issues affecting the City.

Mr. Hillier stated the Financial Planning & Supervisory Committee meeting has been re-scheduled for Wednesday, September 29, 2004 at 4:30 p.m.

COMMUNICATIONS &  PETITIONS

A communication was received from Acting Finance Director Mr. Vuckovich regarding the Resolution accepting amounts and rates as requested by the Lake County Auditor.  This was referred to Finance Committee.

A communication was received from the Administration regarding a request to purchase property located on Sandy Knoll Drive.  This was referred to Planning Committee.

A communication was received from Service/Recreation Director Mr. Philipp regarding the bid tabulation and recommendation for rock salt for the 2004-2005 season. This was referred to Service/Utilities Committee.

A communication was received from the Administration regarding the certification of miscellaneous bills to the Lake County Auditor. Mr. Hillier explained that this was discussed in Council-as-a-Whole and is on the evening’s agenda as Legislation No. 

09-14-(10).

A communication was received from Service/Recreation Director Mr. Philipp requesting to advertise for bids for Housekeeping Supplies for 2005.  This was referred to Service/Utilities Committee.

A donation request was received on behalf of Eastlake resident, Sue Williams, who was diagnosed with Acute Myelogenous Leukemia. Mr. Hillier explained this is for each Councilperson’s individual consideration.

A communication was received from E-PAL regarding the Roberts Road Community Center Proposal. Mr. Hillier explained that this matter is pending in Safety Committee and asked Mrs. Curtis if she would like to address this issue.  

Additional Comments

Mrs. Curtis, Safety Committee Chair, stated the E-PAL  proposal was withdrawn – at this point there is no reason to go into the report – the issue of E-PAL’s proposal to rent the Community Center was discussed in a meeting – it was very trying for them and they decided to withdraw their offer at this time.

COMMUNICATIONS & PETITIONS, con’t.

An invitation was received from the Administration to attend a meeting at the American Legion Post on Wednesday, September 15, 2004 for a presentation by the students who attended Buckeye Boys and Buckeye Girls State. Mr. Hillier explained that this is for each Councilperson’s individual consideration.

An invitation was received from the Administration to attend a 9/11 Memorial Service at City Hall on Saturday, September 11, 2004 at 10:00 a.m. Mr. Hillier explained a Memorial Service was held last Saturday.

A communication was received from City Engineer Mr. Guard regarding the bid award for the Plymouth Outfall Sewer Repair. This was referred to Finance Committee.

A Conditional Use Permit Recommendation was received from the Planning Commission for Kastner Daycare Center, 33212 Vine Street, Eastlake. This was referred to Planning Committee.

A Conditional Use Permit Recommendation was received from the Planning Commission for Lakeside Marine, Inc., 34880 Lakeland Blvd., Eastlake. This was referred to Planning Committee.

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS

ORDINANCE COMMITTEE  - Mr. Lajeunesse

Mr. Lajeunesse stated that the Ordinance Committee met on August 31st.  Mr. Lajeunesse stated he wanted to review three items with the first being the “Fee for Driver’s License” and explained this is a taxicab license fee – it is not for a regular driver’s license and was updated and will help increase our revenue – although very little – but, every little bit helps – the second item was the “Insurance” Ordinance – this was done to help the Community and to control the budget – this will put the $40,000 insurance cost back in the budget and will help keep the budget under control.  Mr. Lajeunesse stated the third item, which is very personal to him – is the 40%-30%-30% payout.  Mr. Lajeunesse stated he became a Councilman for Ward 4 twenty months ago – he was voted in by the residents to the best possible job he could do – some of those same people gave years and years to this Community in public service – and, now he has been given the responsibility to do the best he can to watch out for the future of the Community – the 40%-30%-30% Ordinance is not meant to hurt anyone – it is to prevent the big payouts we have had that hurt our budget and when you are trying to make a budget and you are trying to do the best possible job and someone leaves – what can you do?  Mr. Lajeunesse stated this is the purpose of this Ordinance – it is for the future of this Community.

Mr. Lajeunesse stated this concluded his report and he was open for questions and he would be in touch with the Clerk regarding the scheduling of a meeting.

Mr. Andrzejewski stated we are not preventing the payouts – what we are doing is spacing them out over a period of three years so the budget does not get hit in one huge lump sum in one year – we are not preventing the payouts.  Mr. Andrzejewski stated that Mr. Lajeunesse has indicated to him that he is going to continue to have meetings in this area and continue to discuss accrued sick time and accrued vacation time.  Mr. Lajeunesse stated this would be reviewed and explained he had spoken with someone from Euclid – the City of Euclid has begun this process – this is something we must look into.  

Mr. Lajeunesse stated he has also reviewed the possibility of a City Manager form of government – this is something that requires research and may be something we should go to because there are things that are beyond all of us – it has gotten out of hand.  Mr. Andrzejewski stated he did not know if you would say all of us.

Mr. Razov asked for clarification regarding Mr. Lajeunesse’s and Mr. Andrzejewski’s statements regarding a “review”  - that  we are reviewing limiting and/or cutting back on accrued sick time?

Mr. Andrzejewski stated when he was in charge of the Ordinance Committee he did extensive research, with the Clerk’s help, on accrued sick time and vacation time – the Ohio Revised Code, which has been quoted to him many times by many people in this Administration, the Law Director, and many people in the City, states this – accrued sick time is to be accumulated and paid off in this manner – you can accumulate up to 960 hours and they recommend when a person has ten years or more of service and they want to cash in their sick time that they be paid at 25% of that accrued sick time – our benefits here are no where near that and some of the existing Communities Ordinances reflect that they are more in line with the 25% payout in the amount of hours that can be accrued – with Mr. Lajeunesse’s help we will continue to look at this and possibly modify it so it is fair to everyone.  Mr. Andrzejewski stated we are not saying get rid of the accrued sick time – sick time can be accrued as much as the employees want – but that is to be used in the event of a catastrophic illness or accident and be a short and long term disability.

Mr. Razov referred to Mr. Andrzejewski’s comments regarding the Ohio Revised Code and stated that many times in Committee meetings we would receive communication from our Tax Department to bring us in line with the Ohio Revised Code and the people of the Community must be affected because the Code states it is necessary, but when it comes to the individuals and employees we do not have to go by the Ohio Revised Code.  Mr. Razov stated he has a problem with this.

Mr. Andrzejewski stated this is exactly his point – the Code is always quoted to him and then when it does not favor (Mr. Andrzejewski’s comments could not be understood)

Mr. Hillier stated he appreciated Mr. Andrzejewski’s and Mr. Razov’s comments – a lot of discussion has taken place on this at Committee meetings and there will be more discussion to come.  Mr. Hillier encouraged that the Committee reports move forward.

Law Director Mr. Klammer stated, in the interest of full disclosure, he understands Mr. Andrzejewski’s point that he wants to use the Ohio Revised Code as a guideline and that may be fair – but, the statute does provide that municipalities are free to reach their own conclusions.  Mr. Klammer suggested the statute provision be used as a minimum and greater benefits could be provided to the employees if agreed.

Mr. Hillier stated this will continue to be discussed in the Ordinance Committee and he appreciates all the input.

There were no further questions of Mr. Lajeunesse.

SERVICE/UTILITIES COMMITTEE - Mr. Elshaw 
Mr. Elshaw stated that the Service/Utilities Committee had not met since the last Regular Council meeting so he did not have a formal report.  Mr. Elshaw stated there were two items forwarded to the Service/Utilities Committee, which he would like to add to the miscellaneous section of another Committee meeting so as to not interrupt with those Committee schedules.

Mr. Elshaw stated this concluded his report and he was open for questions.

There were no questions of Mr. Elshaw.

SAFETY COMMITTEE - Mrs. Curtis

Mrs. Curtis stated that the Safety Committee had met in which we were pursuing the lease proposal by E-PAL – at this time that offer is off the table.  Mrs. Curtis stated she would be making the following Motion:

Legislative Recommendation

MOTION:  I hereby move to add Legislation No. 09-14-(14) to the evening’s agenda

authorizing and directing the Clerk of Council to advertise for bids for the sale of real

property found on “Exhibit A”, attached hereto and incorporated herein, there will be no 

bid accepted under Two Hundred Thousand Dollars ($200,000), said bids to be in

accordance with specifications on file in the Office of the Clerk of Council. Mr. Mahler

seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

Motion Carried.  Legislation No. 09-14-(14) is added to the evening’s agenda.

Additional Comments

Mrs. Curtis stated this concluded her report and she was open for questions.

There were no questions of Mrs. Curtis.

RECREATION COMMITTEE – Mr. Razov

Mr. Razov stated the Recreation Committee has not met since the last regularly scheduled Council meeting and he did not have a formal report.  Mr. Razov stated he would like to add that nothing to date has come to fruition in regards to the concerts/entertainment venues at the stadium facility – to his knowledge.

Mr. Razov stated this concluded his report and he was open for questions.

There were no further questions of Mr. Razov.
PLANNING COMMITTEE - Mr. Mahler
Mr. Mahler reported that the Planning Committee had not met since the last Regularly scheduled Council meeting, however, as items were placed in Committee this evening, he would be scheduling a meeting immediately following the Finance Committee meeting – 

there will be two Conditional Use Permits to discuss – the meeting will not take a long period of time.

Mr. Mahler further stated there are five Conditional Use Permits on this evening’s agenda – these appear as Legislation No.’s 09-14-(01), 09-14-(02), 09-14-(03) and Legislation No.’s 09-14-(12) and 09-14-(13).

Mr. Mahler explained that he attended the Lake County Economic Development Center Board Meeting this morning – it is held at Lake Erie College – he will supply the Clerk with the package made available – everyone should know there is a Lake County Opportunity Showcase on Friday, October 1st – this will be providing Lake County minority businesses with resources and referral information.

Mr. Mahler stated this concluded his report and he was open for questions.

There were no questions of Mr. Mahler.

FINANCE COMMITTEE – Mr. Andrzejewski

Mr. Andrzejewski reported the Finance Committee met several times – two in particular – and stated he would summarize the meetings, adding that anyone on Council would be happy to answer any questions the public may have after the meeting – copies of the five-year plan could also be obtained.

Mr. Andrzejewski stated they have met twice to discuss the five-year plan – and discussed every item on revenues and expenditures in detail.  Mr. Andrzejewski stated the five-year plan must be presented to the State Commission by October 3 – this is our plan for getting out of both short term and long term debt in as short a period as possible – it is very important for the public to know several things in the assumptions on revenues – there will be several levies coming up that are renewal levies – this is something that is already in existence and is already being paid for and will not increase the tax collection.  Mr. Andrzejewski stated he feels the two most important levies are –  a fire levy which is coming up in November – this costs about $8.00 per $100,000 in assessed value – this will allow the Fire Department to purchase equipment for cash – we are going to buy a large fire truck this year and we are going to pay cash – the money has been saved for this purpose.  Mr. Andrzejewski stated there is also an operating levy, 

which comes due in 2006, and the road levy – these are not increases in taxes but we are asking the public, as part of the revenue assumptions, to approve the renewal of the levies.

Mr. Andrzejewski stated the major discussion on the revenues was the amount of money coming in for the stadium – what kind of revenue we are receiving and what kind of property tax projections and assumptions are made for bringing in the revenue contained in the plan.

Mr. Andrzejewski stated they discussed may expenditure items – and stressed this is a working plan – we are trying to get a final document to present to the State.  Mr. Andrzejewski stated the major assumptions on the expenditure side are – what are we going to do with the bonds coming due in December for the stadium – there are around $13.5 million in bonds and it is pretty much a consensus of Council and the Administration that these bonds are going to be made long term bonds in some way. Mr. Andrzejewski stated that Mr. Hillier has a good idea and we are trying to have the Bond Counsel determine if we can make a portion of the bonds a three-year note – this way if some of the promised funds come in we can pay a chuck on the debt and not pay as much interest over a period of time – it will either be some of it as a 3-year note and most of it on a 20-year note with a  5 year call option – which means we can call in the notes after 5 years and pay down on the notes – the reason for this is we have to pay the debt – if we refinance it and make it over 20 years the payments will be lower and more affordable and we can pay the debt and not default  - if we are successful in obtaining some of the additional money we can pay part of it at a time and not pay as much interest over a period of years. Mr. Andrzejewski stated the stadium debt is a problem – it has to be included in the five-year plan and there is discussion in this area.

Mr. Andrzejewski stated the Administration presented a listing of about $550,000 in anticipated cuts that would have to be made next year in order to be part of the recovery plan – the Committee has agreed on several of those items, although, in summary we are still discussing whether or not to open or close the pools – the crossing guards – the Community Center and the Police SubStation.

Mr. Klammer stated he knows there are members of the Police Department and other Union members present and explained these things are all subject to negotiation and Council is making an effort to put together a plan – but, it is not their intention to state a refusal to negotiate in any sense because they are obviously aware the negotiations will be coming soon and they have to be open to that.  Mr. Klammer asked all to keep in mind this is a working document and is not a refusal to negotiate in any regard.

Mr. Andrzejewski stated he and Council are trying to let the public know what is going on  - what we are discussing and what is and is not part of the plan.

Mr. Andrzejewski stated they have agreed on elimination of the health insurance for Council people, part time elected officials and part time people – this will start in January and will save $40,000 per year – there were questions on the Lake Tran subsidy of $25,000 – this will be covered by the Senior Citizen’s levy – this program will not be eliminated.

Mr. Andrzejewski stated there is still discussion on personnel items and added that there is agreement on major parts of the plan but it is still not a document we can present to the State Planning Commission.

Mr. Andrzejewski stated we all got blindsided Saturday with the announcement that residents were overcharged on the Sewer Fund – that brings another element to the plan and we must determine how much was over charged and what our responsibility is – that all has to be part of the five-year plan.

Mr. Andrzejewski stated this concluded his report and he was open for questions. 

Mrs. Curtis stated that everyone needs to understand that while we are looking for money to come from the State and the Federal Government, the bottom line is the recovery plan can only include what we factually have in front of us – we cannot make guesses on what we may receive – the recovery plan must be very basic and based on what we have at the present time.

Mr. Andrzejewski stated we are going to assume that the money is not going to come in and plan accordingly, but also have a contingency plan as to how we can save some interest on the notes should the money come in.  Mr. Andrzejewski stated Mr. Hillier did an exceptional job compiling the figures and speaking with our Financial Advisor in order to keep Council advised so they can come to logical conclusions on the plan.

Mr. Andrzejewski stated, for the record, he feels the Finance Director and the Former Mayor, and possibly the County, are to be held accountable for the sewer overcharge.

Mr. Hillier referred to Mr. Andrzejewski’s comment regarding a senior citizen levy and clarified this is a trust fund – there is no levy – and the funds are provided by the County and can only be used for senior citizen activities.

Mr. Hillier asked Mr. Andrzejewski when he would be scheduling a monthly budget review meeting?  Mr. Andrzejewski stated it is scheduled for September 21st and added that, as the end of August, the City has a balanced budget for 2004 – the expenses are not exceeding revenues – if this continues for four more months we will have a balanced budget in 2004 – which will be the first time in three or four years that we have been able to balance a budget – this is a result of all the City Departments watching their numbers and staying within budget.   Mr. Andrzejewski stated the Finance Committee would be scheduled the same evening as the Recovery Meeting.

There were no further questions of Mr. Andrzejewski.

RECOGNITION OF THE PUBLIC 
Mr. Hillier recognized the public input at this time; he reminded the speakers that there is a 3-minute limit for their comments, all comments are to be directed to the Chair and not include any personalities or individuals.

Please note that the following comments have been transcribed as accurately as possible, however, some comments may not appear due to the inability to understand the speaker.

Arlene Sawyer, 903 Woodstock Road, Eastlake

Mrs. Sawyer stated she has lived in the City her entire life and she came to the meeting to speak from her heart – she remembers this as a City that had a heart – not a deficit – it alarms her that there are a lot of good people in our City who will struggle to pay for this ballpark – that is really what this all comes down to – we have retired individuals on fixed incomes – we have single parents who are trying to make ends meet and we have a Council who has been bamboozling us too long – there are too many hidden things – too many wrongs which keep coming up.  Mrs. Sawyer stated her personal feeling is we need to clean house – anyone who had anything to do with the building of the ballpark needs to go – she does not care if they were silent “Yes” men or woman – there are a lot of people who will hurt for a very long time because of either your ignorance or your fear to stand up for what was right – she is sickened by this and she is not the only one.  Mrs. Sawyer stated she is glad the State is watching over us because, as Mr. Andrzejewski has stated, for the first time we have a balanced budget and this would not have happened if the State was not watching over us – the State has forced people to work and to start looking.  Mrs. Sawyer stated she is disappointed with the County  - who was brave enough to uncover what we found out on Saturday – she is sickened by it – the County should be accountable too but the buck stops here – you are overseers – we pay you to oversee everything. Mrs. Sawyer stated the question of what residents want is asked on Channel 12 – we want honest reporting – we want honest government – we need to discuss who did what – there is accountability that should be here – just like in private business and your home – if you had someone do this to your private checking account would you want them to continue making business decisions for you? Mrs. Sawyer stated until this Council has cleaned house she will not vote for or renew anything.  Mrs. Sawyer stated she raised her children to be honest – to be involved in politics – to do what is right no matter the cost – because in the end when you choose wrong it always costs more.  Mrs. Sawyer stated she is looking to see some resignations and see something honorable come out of some – you know who you are – you mislead the whole City and for that you should at least resign and let someone else take your place.  Mrs. Sawyer stated when the past Mayor stated it would not cost one red cent – this will make money – he was right – it will not cost us one red cent – it is going to cost us stacks of green millions – we just don’t know how much yet.  Mrs. Sawyer stated she is sickened and she hopes to see a new Council and would like to work towards that.  Mrs. Sawyer stated she hopes thought is given to the aged living in the City and do what is right – you are not doing it – you are saying everything but that – shaking your head is pretty cheap and pretty easy to do – she is sorry she has to see the City come to this – the City with a heart – she would like to see the City return to that.

Rick Isabella, Eastlake Police Officer

Officer Isabella stated he is an Eastlake Police Officer and Union negotiator and stated earlier this year the majority of Council called for a Safety Forces levy with the staffing levels being one of the main arguments in favor of the levy – research was done and it was found that Eastlake was below or at the national average for police officers per capita – since May – recreations have taken a greater priority since police officers – many on Council are now supporting the maintenance of pools, community center, support of the recreational leagues and the crossing guards.  We can now suddenly afford to lose the minimum of three officers – what has changed?  The Committee has said the people have spoken and they voted against the police – that is not a fair statement when only about 4,000 of the citizens voiced their opinion in the last election – was it a vote against the police or was it a vote against the Administration – to put a value of $180,000 on three police officers layoffs and the operation of Jakse Pool for three months will cost $80,000 – the Community Center is another $25,000 – the proposed hiring of an Economic Developer is another $30,000 – are these worth more than the safety of our Community? Officer Isabella stated those line items alone cover at least two of the layoffs – as the Finance Committee would say “isn’t this just another drop in the bucket” – what is the basis for supporting police layoffs when you continue to maintain the Recreation programs – what basis are your using to determine how many police officers are needed in Eastlake – what is the reasoning.  Officer Isabella stated we had fewer police officers in 1995 and we also did not face the post 911 aftermath – computer and identity crimes and ever growing drug problems that exist – we have gone from being reactive to proactive and we are doing a job the Community can be proud of – to take a step backward would damage the Community and the Department for many years to come – and the community cannot progress – when you lay off police officers you will always change the composition of the Department – you will no longer draw officers from other Departments who seek employment at progressive Departments – we will become a Department you will leave after a short time to go elsewhere – chances are we will also lose some of our veteran officers who will seek better financial security from other Departments – right now people want recreation programs and you have responded in full force – when the time comes and people want more police it will be too late – everyone has seen the effect of the loss of personnel in our Service and Recreation Departments – if you haven’t  - just look around the City – it is foolish to think there will not be a noticeable effect with the loss of police personnel – does the City of this size need seven Council members – or would four, plus a President, be enough – what was the basis for that number – there are national averages that support our numbers – is there anywhere in the recovery plan for re-staffing of departments in the City that are currently working short handed or will the current numbers and work load remain.

Officer Isabella presented letters from fifth graders of Longfellow school, dated September 8th of this year and read a letter to show that quality of life is important to our children and police officers make a big impact on our children:

“I am writing to say thanks for all you do for Eastlake.  Thanks for keeping us safe.  Thank you for coming to the Dare and Safety Patrol. Also thanks for putting bad guys in jail.  I’m also thankful for pulling drunk drivers over and keeping our City safe.  I’m grateful for you saving peoples lives.  I’m thankful for you guys for preventing people form getting robbed. I am glad you are our police.  Thank you for keeping our City safe”

Officer Isabella stated he had a stack of letters from fifth graders at Longfellow school and stated their programs in the City are as important as recreational programs – safety must be the number one priority – laying off a police officers will affect the quality of life for an individual -  a child going a year without a swimming pool or having to make other arrangements for summer activities is short term – laying of a police officer can be long term for a whole family.

Dave Clair, Police Officer

Officer Clair stated he is a police officer and he is proud to live in the City of Eastlake – he has been employed by the City of Willoughby for 35 years and is still employed as a Lieutenant Commander – he was going to speak in regards to the flags but that seems to be trivial at this point – the symbolism we use in this County – the badges that the Police and Fire Departments carry are not just symbols – they mean a lot to him – as with the flag of our Country – the flags outside are deplorable – but, what he wants to talk about is the layoff of Policemen and Firemen – the world changed September 11, 2001 – it changed everyone in this room – the Safety Forces are the only thing that will keep us and our children safe – and that means the officers who are getting up there in years and looking at retirement  - he has heard of the 40%-30%-30% plan and he does not feel it will get by the Union negotiations – it hurts the police officers – the police officers forgave raises in the 70’s so in our retirement years we would have the sick time and he does not think it is right for it to be taken away.

Indra Shah, 577 St. Lawrence Blvd., Eastlake 

Mr. Shah stated he is going to address an issue that everyone, in Eastlake and Lake County, can come together to solve a problem we are facing – this is a great opportunity – we have now understood that the stadium deal – the way in which we entered into the stadium deal – is not fair and equitable. This fact we knew right from the beginning because of a study done where many Cities like ourselves and signed a similar lease (comments could not be understood) all known before we entered into this deal – that is why Mr. Anderson, the Mayor of Willoughby,  did not want to touch this with a ten foot pole – so, we have a bad lease – we have not enough revenue that will generate to pay this debt – so it is an unfair and inequitable whether it is a $30,000,000 white elephant or $42,000,000 (comments could not be understood) $40,000,000 worth of revenue cannot pay that long term debt – it is unfair and inequitable to expect the citizens of Eastlake to pay this burden – somebody made a mistake – can we force the State Government – the Commission has the authority, under the statute,  to go to the State and say tell us how Eastlake can raise the revenue – not taxing people to get out of this mess – we can go to the County Commissioners and say – is there any way (comments could not be understood) to pay the debt - can you come up with ways that we can raise the revenue – even through bankruptcy court – under Chapter 9 and Section 365 that we can end this lease (comments could not be understood) we can all work together (comments could not be understood) the citizens, Mayor, County people – let us (comments could not be understood) he does not think we made a mistake so we can tax the citizens of Eastlake to come out of this bad deal – let’s come together.

Roland White, 879 Waverly Road, Eastlake

Mr. White stated he has lived in Eastlake for 50 years – he is here with a lot of people this evening because they are mad – they want the people who are responsible for this punished -–the law says they should be punished – but, a lot of people are wondering what kind of laws we have – we pay taxes – not only for the City – we pay taxes to the County and we pay taxes to the State – where was the County and State when all this happened – a few people made it happen and we want those people punished.  Mr. White 

asked that a letter be sent to the Attorney General and request an investigation of this whole issue because he has the legal staff to do it – he can go to the big boys and get questions asked and they will tell the truth – but, someone should be punished – this is terrible – he has never seen anything where a few people can destroy a good City.

Thomas Bunch, 35016 Balsey Drive, Eastlake

Mr. Bunch stated he was thinking today, after reading the newspaper article, about the time when he was a little boy and he needed money from his mother – she had a budget folder with many pockets and she took money, stressed, from one of the pockets to give him money for a special occasion –and, he thought when he gets to be an adult he does not want to live like that – now he finds out that the City is doing that – the last election one of the Presidential candidates said the money will be in a lock box – he is confused – we have a sewer fund that was building and building – there must have been millions of dollars because according to the newspapers articles it was hit back in 1994 for $2,000,000 to pay on this municipal complex – now he reads that another $1.6 million has been used for interest payments on the ballpark – there is money we are supposed to get from the State that we can put back in the lock box – but, what about the money for the municipal complex?  Mr. Bunch stated he thinks this was just a giant slush fund to tide you over when things were tight – how many other envelopes in this budget are being moved around that we don’t know about.  Mr. Bunch stated he wished there was an independent group who could investigate this – he would like to see this investigated because we must have confidence that the money we voted for in a levy is going to be used for that cause – he does not want to read in the newspaper that Eastlake has “Sewer Gate.”

Revonda Lewis, 3373 Laura Drive, Eastlake

Mrs. Lewis stated she is a member of the Police Department – it has recently come to her attention that Council prefers to keep the pools, the school guards, the Community Center and other programs open – it seems to be (comment could not be understood) to place recreation higher on the agenda than the safety and well being of our residents – what is wrong with all of you – you need to open your eyes – the programs you want to keep are wants and not needs – the Police and Fire Department are needs not wants – when you have a family member being assaulted or raped who will help you – Recreation or the Police – she would have to say the Police – when you are having a heart attack and dial 911 who will respond to your phone – Recreation or Fire – her guess again is it will be the Fire Department.  Mrs. Lewis stated she lives on Laura Drive and they have a park at the end of the street which the residents take care of and that frees up the City employees time so they can do other things – she suggests all the other teams in this City do the same thing and take care of all the other fields – that way the Service Department will have more time to do what they need to do – she would also suggest we contact one of our surrounding Cities – Willoughby for example – and ask for help – Willoughby has two beautiful pools and basically the same sports programs as Eastlake – she is sure Willoughby knows the shape the City of Eastlake is in by reading about it in the papers – maybe they would afford to offer our residents a cut rate to purchase pool passes or have our children join their leagues until our City can get back on its feet.  If this is done no child will suffer because they will have alternatives to still join programs to keep them busy and off the street during the summer.  All of you have some very hard decisions to make in the next few weeks and look out for the needs of the City and not the wants.

Nada DeWitt, 33637 Willowick Drive, Eastlake

Mrs. DeWitt stated she has lived in Eastlake for 42 years - from Mable Johnson all the way up – we have one of the finest Fire Departments and Police Departments in Lake County – she has had several occasions to deal with them – she knows several people in the City have – when she was growing up she learned how to play hop scotch and hide-n-go-seek – she does not understand why the City has to provide for and spend money on children with activities other than baseball or football – we need our safety forces and she does not see why the City, Police and Fire, and citizens are being charged with the tax that you messed up.

Wanda Roush, 3550 Freed Drive, Eastlake

Mrs. Roush stated she would like to state with the State, the County, and now the Plain Dealer article telling us we are in absolutely financial disaster, she does not think all of you can sit here in such a complacent manner and tell us everything is okay – the budget has balanced through 2004 – how can you say that when the State tells us we are in a receivership – the stadium situation is a disaster – we were told it would not cost the taxpayers any money – now, we don’t know where we land with the stadium debt – and, you are talking about how to disburse pensions – offering someone the whole thing at one time or in three parts .  Mrs. Roush agreed if you offer someone a choice they will want the whole thing – how will the City pay for that – there are so many financial things facing this City right now and she is perplexed that every election day we hear from all the Councilman as to what they are going to do for the City – they are going to keep us informed – and yet we must read things like this in the Plain Dealer – it is embarrassing – whether we work for ourselves or someone else we are responsible for what we do and she thinks every Councilman and every elected or appointed official – whoever was in charge when this stadium was proposed, built and after should answer to that and, as the other speakers have said, it should be thoroughly investigated and every person should account to the public and the City of Eastlake’s citizens what role each one played in this – someone is responsible for this mess and they should be held accountable and responsible – she thinks the Attorney General’s office may be a good place for this whole issue and she thinks every Councilman, the Finance Director, and the former Mayor should examine themselves and tell us – how did we get here – how did we get in this mess – it was not proposed to the public – we had no vote on it – such an issue as large as that should have been voted on by the public – and the ones who backed the Mayor and said we did not need to vote on it should stand accountable before the public – we elected each of you as thinking individuals who sit there and voice an opinion – we did not elect any of you as “yes” men – if each of you would have thought about all this and expressed your opinion perhaps we would not have wound up as we are now – if she were Council she would feel very guilty – she would be ashamed to say that she sat through all this thing with the stadium and wound up as we are now and then say – we will come out of this – our budget is fine – it is not fine – we are in a terrible situation right now – you know it – why would you say our budget is balanced through 2004 – what is going to happen when all of this is due – we can’t pay for it – she does not know the answer but she, like the others, perhaps the Attorney General should investigate this and every constituent of this City should examine their own Councilman and take all of this to the polls next time we have an opportunity to vote.

Steven Sicree, 230 Shore Drive, Eastlake

Mr. Sicree stated he feels betrayed – he voted for the levy in the Special Election – it did not pass and he was sad at the time – now he feels betrayed – he feels embarrassed to live in the City of Eastlake right now for obvious reasons – he came with a request – he would like to see from the Administration and Council provide a clear, current accounting of each individual account the City has – of each income stream and he would like to see it distributed to every person in our City so we can know the truth – we hear about spread sheets – we hear about accounts that are separate – he is confused and does not know what is going on – he does not know which way to go.  Mr. Sicree stated he hears about a few thousand here and there – it seems inadequate – we need to come up with something that is more dramatic – maybe that is the answer but cutting a few thousand here and there is not going to clear this debt anytime soon – if we proceed in that direction it just drags the problem out for ten or twenty years rather than a few.

There was no one else who wished to speak.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT’S REMARKS

Mr. Hillier stated he has lived here since 1988 and he feels betrayed also – this is a problem that has been going on for many years  - this was discovered by compiling numbers for the recovery plan – every line item was evaluated and looked at – in the process of looking at the line item involving the accounts it was discovered – obviously the revenue far exceed what the expenditures were  - that is when the flags started being waived and the bells started going off – the question was asked if the number was correct and we were informed the number was not correct – the sewer levy goes into the debt service fund which has revenues from more than just the levy – it receives revenue from the sewer levy, the inside millage which is .42 mills of the 3.0 mills every City gets – the debt service fund also receives money from the State through other items like deregulation – it is not so simple as the money coming in and going out – absolutely – this should have been caught and it was caught now because we are reviewing everything and this is how it was caught. Mr. Hillier stated he has lived here since 1988 – that is the first year the overcharges took place and it has been going on ever since.  Mr. Hillier stated he wanted his money back – everyone does – and we deserve to get our money back – but, there is a process which must take place – the County is telling the City it is the City’s fault and the City is saying it does not work that way – big brother cannot tell little brother how to do it because there are checks and balances within that system.  Mr. Hillier referred this matter to the Mayor and Law Director for elaboration, adding that he expected a lot of people to attend the meeting this evening and he is glad to have someone hear the response.  Mr. Hillier stated we are frustrated too – we have been working very hard – and he has heard a lot of frustration regarding the recovery plan – we have heard it all but the end result is we have to come up with a recovery plan that will pass the State Oversight Commission – that is not an easy task and now with this latest bomb dropped on us it becomes an even more difficult task – but, we have been very diligent with our numbers – that is how the numbers were discovered – through diligence. Mr. Hillier stated no one is proud of how we got here – there are those who will say we are in debt because we overspent – that is an easy, simplistic answer to a very complicated issue – it took him eighteen to twenty months before he started to get comfortable – this issue is complicated.  Mr. Hillier stated he hopes someday all get to the understanding as to what happened with this City – how the City’s debt was achieved – he hopes a complete understanding is reached – he and members of Council have tried to explain.  Mr. Hillier stated when he sat in the audience he, too, did not trust the people on Council – that must be common practice – he has heard people question integrity – it is easy to do.  Mr. Hillier stated you can question his integrity but there is nothing he values more in his life than his integrity because with your integrity everything else follows – no one is perfect – we make mistakes – when we elect people and we campaign on issues and we are elected on the issues we campaigned on – then they come back to bite us we have to be held accountable on the votes we cast and he fully expects to be held accountable for every vote he has cast –that comes with the territory – hold him accountable for what he has done from the time he took office in January 3, 2002 – hold each member of Council accountable – hold the Mayor accountable – hold everyone accountable, but hold them accountable for what they have done – not what they have done prior to their arrival.  Mr. Hillier stated we are tasked with fixing a problem that has been brewing  - in years past the Council was presented with budgets that were ridiculous but those budgets were passed – that is where the deficit was created and now there are other problems that have surfaced and this one goes back to the same individual – it goes back to 1988 – this is a very complicated issue – there are many hours – many meetings which are incredible – he would much rather be with his son this evening at a soccer game – he will find out when we get out of here how he did – he does not get to see his children or go to their sporting events but, when he asked for the people’s vote he accepted that so, we will move on and we will fix the City – that is what we are elected to do.

Mr. Hillier referred the matter to the Mayor and Law Director for comments.

 Mayor Spinner stated they spoke with the County Prosecutor Mr. Coulson on Friday and they are looking at what can be done and what may have been done illegally in the past and we will hold those accountable if anything was done illegally – if you know Mr. Coulson you know this is something he does very well.  Mayor Spinner stated the Attorney General’s office is represented on the Financial Planning & Supervision Commission who has come here to help us with our financial plan – that representative will be advised of the situation  (comments could not be understood).

Law Director Mr. Klammer referred to the question of the over collection – in his mind the newspaper articles unfairly blame the City for the over collection – the practical matter is – no one is denying there is blame to go around – but, what we are trying to make clear is his initial position that the body who is responsible for setting the millage rates, which would result in any under or over collection, is the County Budget Commission – that has the statutory responsibility – the Finance Director submits to the County Budget Commission the annual budget – which includes a schedule of indebtedness – and, the initial review indicates the schedule of indebtedness was truthful and accurate – based on that information, the County Budget Commission will set the millage rates – what we preliminarily know is from day one in 1987 the County Budget Commission began to make an error – it does not make anything right – but it needs to be clear that although there is surely blame to go around there is work that needs to be done and we expect the County Budget Commission to at least admit to cooperate in that regard.  Mr. Klammer stated this is a slow process and goes back three Mayor’s and three Finance Directors – there is work to be done and there have been meetings to try to get to the bottom of the alleged over collection – the numbers are already different.  Mr. Klammer stated he is trying to get to the bottom of this and he does not intend for the tax payers or the City Council to be the only ones held responsible for this – if blame lays with the County the citizens should not have to suffer again by seeing budget cuts on a repayment – we need to make sure all is researched.  Mr. Klammer stated we are in the beginning stages and have had meetings – his preliminary research suggests the primary responsibility lies with the County Budget Commission – that is not to say the City does not share some responsibility but we must look at all the people who were involved.

Mayor Spinner stated he wanted to share the results of a discussion he had this afternoon with State Representative Ron Young who has said he is looking into introducing some kind of legislation in Columbus that would lay the responsibility on some entity and he believes this should be the County Budget Commission so at least we know which way to turn – right now everyone is pointing fingers at each other and no one knows exactly where the responsibility lies. Mayor Spinner stated Representative Young has informed he is going to look into this legislation and asked if he would testify as the responsible party of the entity – so as to be able to prevent this from happening again.

Mr. Andrzejewski referred to comments made about the stadium and explained he and Mayor Spinner met with the Captains about six weeks ago in an attempt to look for alternative solutions – at that time we proposed to add  $1.00 per ticket which they flatly refused and referred to the lease which states the City cannot levy an admissions tax – that lease is horrible and is in favor of the Captains – but, it is a lease – we tried to think of ways to obtain additional revenue from them – he wanted to let the people know that they asked for $1.00 a ticket which would be put directly on the stadium debt and we were refused.  Mr. Andrzejewski stated they are trying to look at ways to get funding from the stadium or the owners of the stadium – they are not neglecting it – he is a proponent of getting more revenue from the Captains.

LEGISLATION PROPOSED - First number will be 2004-085







ORDINANCE NO.: 09-14-(01)







An Ordinance authorizing the issuance of a 

Conditional Use Permit to Ron Fleming, dba Fleming Maintenance Company, 1555 E. 337th Street, Eastlake, Ohio, and declaring an emergency.

was introduced and read for the first time.

MOTION:  Mr. Mahler moved to suspend the rules requiring three separate readings and reading in full.  Mrs. Curtis seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

MOTION:  Mr. Mahler moved to adopt.  Mrs. Curtis seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Ordinance No. 2004-085.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_

ADVANCE \d3

ADVANCE \u3





ORDINANCE NO.: 09-14-(02)







An Ordinance authorizing the issuance of a 

Conditional Use Permit to Barbara J. Caddell Reddick, dba Barb’s Tax and Bookkeeping Service, 1315 E. 354th Street, Eastlake, Ohio, to operate a home business, and declaring an emergency.

was introduced and read for the first time.

MOTION:  Mr. Mahler moved to suspend the rules requiring three separate readings and reading in full.  Mrs. Curtis seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

MOTION:  Mr. Mahler moved to adopt.  Mrs. Curtis seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Ordinance No. 2004-086.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_

ADVANCE \d3

ADVANCE \u3











ORDINANCE NO: 09-14-(03)

An Ordinance authorizing the issuance of a Conditional Use Permit to Milka Skrtic,







Agent for Kordal Pastries & Coffee,







34900 Lakeshore Boulevard, Unit A, 

Eastlake, Ohio, and declaring an emergency.

was introduced and read for the first time.

MOTION:  Mr. Mahler moved to suspend the rules requiring three separate readings and reading in full.  Mrs. Curtis seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

MOTION:  Mr. Mahler moved to adopt.  Mrs. Curtis seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Ordinance No. 2004-087.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_

ADVANCE \d3

ADVANCE \u3





ORDINANCE NO.: 09-14-(04)







An Ordinance amending Section 155.06,







"Sick Leave to be Cumulative; Retirement







Provision," of the Codified Ordinances

of the City of Eastlake, and declaring an emergency.

was introduced and read for the first time.

MOTION:  Mr. Lajeunesse moved to suspend the rules requiring three separate readings and reading in full.  Mrs. Curtis seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

Motion carried. Legislation is placed on First Reading.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_

ADVANCE \d3

ADVANCE \u3
DISCUSSION:  Mr. Razov asked Council President Mr. Hillier to recognize him as he had a very important statement to make.

Mr. Razov stated, based on everything he has heard during the Public portion of the meeting which is the most productive part of the meetings and is where he learns the most as to what is going on and what people feel, the biggest issue is the stadium and why did we do what we did – what are we going to do and how are we going to pay it.  Mr. Razov stated he cannot deny the fact that he did support the stadium – initially he did not support it but he came around to support the stadium issue – this is something he regrets to this day – it bothers him – he loses sleep about it because he considers himself an astute individual when it comes to money and business and it burns him up inside.

Mr. Razov stated another thing which burns him up inside is something called the Honeywell Contract – this is the second thing he regrets the most after the stadium because he did, reluctantly, agree to support it as well – this building was built in 1994 and in 2000, which was the same timeframe in which we were discussing the stadium and was his rookie year on Council – the Administration – the Mayor in particular - proposed we enter into the Honeywell contract to replace existing light fixtures in this building which at the time were only six years old – it would be a cost savings to us and an energy efficient plan.  Mr. Razov stated he did not know how he agreed to do that, but he did – the Honeywell contract was in excess of $300,000 – but, the plot thickens there because – this is strictly his opinion and he has no grounds to prove this, but it concerns him when he sees the Honeywell contract because we all recall the E & W Services Facility, which this Council, prior to his term on Council, co-signed a loan for  - E & W’s biggest contractor was Honeywell – we cosigned a loan for them – they went under and all of a sudden we were replacing light fixtures that are only six years old.  Mr. Razov stated he did not know – it is something about this that bothers him.

LEGISLATION PROPOSED  con’t.







ORDINANCE NO.: 09-14-(05)

An Ordinance amending Section 751, "Taxicabs," of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Eastlake, specifically Section 751.20 “Fee for Drivers’ License,” and declaring an emergency.

was introduced and read for the first time.

MOTION:  Mr. Lajeunesse moved to suspend the rules requiring three separate readings and reading in full.  Mr. Elshaw seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

MOTION:  Mr. Lajeunesse moved to adopt.  Mr. Elshaw seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Ordinance No. 2004-088.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_

ADVANCE \d3

ADVANCE \u3






ORDINANCE NO.: 09-14-(06) 







An Ordinance amending Section 543.16,

"Tree Management," of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Eastlake, specifically Section  543.16(c), and declaring an emergency.

was introduced and read for the first time.

MOTION:  Mr. Lajeunesse moved to suspend the rules requiring three separate readings and reading in full.  Mr. Elshaw seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

MOTION:  Mr. Lajeunesse moved to adopt.  Mr. Elshaw seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Ordinance No. 2004-089.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_

ADVANCE \d3

ADVANCE \u3





ORDINANCE NO.: 09-14-(07)






An Ordinance amending Section 155.38, 







"Insurances," of the Codified Ordinances 

of the City of Eastlake, and declaring an emergency.

was introduced and read for the first time.

MOTION:  Mr. Lajeunesse moved to suspend the rules requiring three separate readings and reading in full.  Mr. Elshaw seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

MOTION:  Mr. Lajeunesse moved to adopt.  Mr. Elshaw seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Ordinance No. 2004-090.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_

ADVANCE \d3

ADVANCE \u3





ORDINANCE NO.: 09-14-(08)







An Ordinance amending Section 183.1302 

“ Collection at the Source,” of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Eastlake, specifically Section 183.1302 (i), and declaring an emergency.

was introduced and read for the first time.

MOTION:  Mr. Lajeunesse moved to suspend the rules requiring three separate readings and reading in full.  Mr. Elshaw seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

MOTION:  Mr. Lajeunesse moved to adopt.  Mrs. Curtis seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Ordinance No. 2004-091.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_






RESOLUTION NO.: 09-14-(09)

A Resolution supporting and recognizing the 

week of October 23 through October 31, 2004, as Red Ribbon Week in the City of Eastlake, and declaring an emergency.

was introduced and read for the first time.

MOTION:  Mrs. Curtis moved to suspend the rules requiring three separate readings and reading in full.  Mr. Mahler seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

MOTION:  Mrs. Curtis moved to adopt.  Mr. Mahler seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Resolution No. 2004-092.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_






RESOLUTION NO.: 09-14-(10)

A Resolution certifying that there are unpaid bills owed to the City of Eastlake, and authorizing and directing the Lake County Auditor to place these bills on the tax duplicate for collection of payment, and declaring an emergency.

was introduced and read for the first time.

MOTION:  Mr. Curtis moved to suspend the rules requiring three separate readings and reading in full.  Mr. Lajeunesse seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

MOTION:  Mr. Curtis moved to adopt.  Mr. Lajeunesse seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Resolution No. 2004-093.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_






RESOLUTION NO.: 09-14-(11) 

A Resolution authorizing and directing the Mayor and Director of Finance to enter into an Agreement with the Ohio Wetlands Foundation for the Payment of Mitigation Fees for the Wetlands Destroyed at the Eastlake Minor League Ballpark, and declaring an emergency.

was introduced and read for the first time.

MOTION:  Mrs. Curtis  moved to suspend the rules requiring three separate readings and reading in full.  Mr. Mahler seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

MOTION:  Mrs. Curtis moved to adopt.  Mr. Mahler seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Resolution No. 2004-094.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_






ORDINANCE NO.: 09-14-(12)

An Ordinance authorizing the issuance of a Conditional Use Permit to Brian Fabiniak, 

Agent for WalMart Stores, Inc. #1863, 

34440 Vine Street, Eastlake, Ohio, and declaring an emergency.


was introduced and read for the first time.

MOTION:  Mr. Mahler moved to suspend the rules requiring three separate readings and reading in full.  Mrs. Curtis seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

MOTION:  Mr. Mahler moved to adopt.  Mr. Curtis seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Ordinance No. 2004-095.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_






ORDINANCE NO.: 09-14-(13)







An Ordinance authorizing the issuance of a 

Conditional Use Permit to Joseph Matsko,

dba Buckeye Battery, LLC, 141 Parkway Drive, Eastlake, Ohio, to operate a home business, and declaring an emergency.

was introduced and read for the first time.

MOTION:  Mr. Mahler moved to suspend the rules requiring three separate readings and reading in full.  Mrs. Curtis seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

MOTION:  Mr. Mahler moved to adopt.  Mrs. Curtis seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Ordinance No. 2004-095.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_





RESOLUTION NO. 09-14-(14) 


A Resolution authorizing and directing the Clerk of Council to advertise for bids for the sale of real property found on “Exhibit A”, attached hereto and incorporated herein, there will be no bid accepted under Three Hundred Fifty Thousand Dollars ($350,000), said bids to be in accordance with specifications on file in the Office of the Clerk of Council, and declaring an emergency.

was introduced and read for the first time.

MOTION:  Mrs. Curtis moved to suspend the rules requiring three separate readings and reading in full.  Mr. Mahler seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

MOTION:  Mr. Curtis moved to adopt.  Mr. Mahler seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Resolution No. 2004-096.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_

COUNCIL PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS

Mr. Hillier addressed Mr. Razov, stating that he made a point before in the middle of legislation when he wanted to address an issue – that is why he yielded the floor – he did not realize Mr. Razov was not going to address the legislation at hand – and, it would have been counter productive to interrupt him at that point.  Mr. Hillier stated he did not 

know the specifics of the E & W matter as he was not on Council at the time – but, there was a meeting with the Honeywell representative and all the information as presented which fully explained the cost savings to the City – members of Council were present at the Committee meeting which was held two months ago. Mr. Razov stated he was not at that meeting, as he was out of the Country, he saw the paperwork on it and he is still not satisfied with the answers in regards to the Honeywell Contract – based on what he has heard – he is being honest – he cannot prove anything but something does not look right 

and he does not like it – it is a statement and is his opinion and he is entitled to an opinion. 

LEGISLATION  PENDING

There was none.

ADVANCE \u3UNFINISHED BUSINESS

There was none.

NEW BUSINESS

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS

MAYOR/SAFETY DIRECTOR – George Spinner

Mayor Spinner stated he would like to address an issue concerning the residents on North Parkway – this has been an ongoing issue and is based on a situation discovered by Councilman Lajeunesse – in an attempt to resolve the issue we, and the Health District, have met with the residents of North Parkway to discuss options – we will be meeting again Thursday, September 16th at 7:00 p.m. for further discussion.  Mayor Spinner stated the City Engineer has tried to procure some other means for the residents to finance this project and asked Mr. Guard for an explanation.  

City Engineer Mr. Guard stated that they did meet with the residents – one of their concerns was the cost of the project and how it was to be financed – our first goal was to try to reduce some of the cost burden to the homeowners – we filed an emergency Issue 2 application to the State of Ohio which was turned down because they felt it did not meet the criteria of their emergency requirements – they reviewed a CBBG Loan but there was not substantial criteria to meet the requirements of that loan – we looked at a low interest Ohio Water Pollution loan fund but the City’s sewer fund does not meet the qualifications to receive monies through that source – we did find some Ordinance information that would possibly reduce the tap in fee to the homeowners. Mr. Guard stated one of the questions asked at our previous meeting was how could the resident’s finance this and asked if the City would be willing to finance this and place the cost of the project on the tax duplicate rather than them trying to secure the funds individually.  Mr. Guard stated he suggested to Mayor Spinner that we should try to address this issue from Council’s point of view as to what the City’s position will be – the homeowners will be looking for a response from himself and the Mayor.  Mr. Guard stated there is no option but to install a sanitary sewer unless we want to subject the City to potential fines for discharging raw waste into the storm sewer system – which we should not do – so, it is a matter of trying to construct this sanitary sewer.  

Mayor Spinner stated he spoke with the Law Director and asked him to research what had to be done to allow the residents to pay this on their tax duplicate.  Mayor Spinner stated this project is to get rid of a septic system that existed for residents on North Parkway. 

Mr. Lajeunesse asked if there was an estimate as to the cost to the homeowner?  Mr. Guard stated the cost should be between $13,000 - $15,000.  Mr. Lajeunesse stated he appreciated Mr. Guard looking into this matter and helping us with it.  Mr. Lajeunesse explained one year ago, then Ward 3 Councilman Mr. Plumb and he discovered raw sewage leaking out on North Parkway and into Lake Erie.  Mr. Lajeunesse stated in an explanation of what Council was faced with at the time – he was told – now you did it – it was my fault – now the residents are going to turn on you on that street because you brought it to their attention.  Mr. Lajeunesse asked all to understand what some of these Council people have gone through was not easy – right now he just shakes his head at what he sees had gone on – this is just one example – he has the memo in his possession with what was written to him at the time he brought this situation to the former Mayor’s attention – it is unfortunate the residents are responsible for $13,000 or $15,000 of work and maybe somehow we can help them – but, this is something that needs to be taken care of and no Councilman should be ridiculed because he brings something to the attention of the Manager of the City – which was the former Mayor.

Mayor Spinner stated he had nothing further to report and he was open for questions.

There were no questions of Mayor Spinner.

LAW DIRECTOR – Randy Klammer

Mr. Klammer stated that he has nothing further to add, but he would be open to questions.

There were no questions or comments.
ACTING FINANCE DIRECTOR – Mike Vuckovich

Mr. Vuckovich stated that all his reports have been previously submitted he had no report – however, he did have a correction to his previous statement as to what account the wetlands mitigation would be paid from – this would come from fund #620 which is Recreation and Land Acquisition.  Mr. Vuckovich stated he was open for questions.

Mrs. Curtis commented that Mr. Vuckovich is doing a terrific job with the Finance and because of legislation changes in the beginning of the year and the openness of the current Mayor, the Directors are now allowed to talk to Council members without getting the Directors in trouble and taking a rashing from the Administration. Mrs. Curtis thanked Mr. Lajeunesse for his comment because you had to fight tooth and nail to get information and then you did not get it – and if you received the information it was not complete.  Mr. Vuckovich is doing a great job. Mrs. Curtis thanked Mayor Spinner for permitting the Directors to talk to Council.

There were no questions of Mr. Vuckovich.

SERVICE/RECREATION DIRECTOR – Bill Philipp

Mr. Philipp stated Erie Road, from the City line to St. Clair by Willoughby is scheduled to open to two way traffic on Monday, weather permitting – it will be a welcome relief to the residents on Erie Road.  Mr. Philipp stated on September 1st they met with the Lake County Health Department to inspect the final capping, grading and seeding of the 

landfill – we have received much needed help from the Lake Metroparks system and although they have acquired the land for a park the City will always be responsible for any an all post closures of the landfill – upon inspection the Health Department gave us high grades on our progress on the cleanup and the seeding – our final clean up of rocks and material will be in October.  Mr. Philipp thanked the Lake Metroparks for all their help and improvements made and added that the Lake County Health Department manages our closure by EPA rules – that is why they are involved so as to insure this is done properly.

Mr. Philipp stated this concluded his report and he was open for questions.

Mayor Spinner encouraged all to take some time and look at what the Metroparks has done at the end of Rural Road – it has turned out to be a very nice park.

Mr. Lajeunesse asked Mr. Philipp about the status of the street sweeper.  Mr. Philipp explained the street sweeper is not fully functional but they have been trying to put it back on the streets – ever since it was in an accident it has never been right – this matter had been brought to the former Administration’s attention several times and we could not get anything – we are in dire need of a sweeper and if in the budget process over the next couple of years we could obtain a sweeper it would really help with the storm water control – we must keep the streets clean – we will continue to keep using the sweeper until we can get a replacement. Mr. Razov asked that Mr. Philipp not take his comments personally but, on behalf of the residents of Glen Drive, they have respectfully requested the street sweeper not be used on Glen Drive, and on behalf of his father who has a business on Vine Street, please do not run the sweeper on Vine Street – it creates more harm than good – it spreads dirt instead of cleans it.  Mr. Philipp stated he is aware of the problem.  

Mayor Spinner stated they received Mr. Philipp’s five-year projection plan for the Service Department and it does include a request for a street sweeper, which is an EPA mandate for storm water control. Mayor Spinner stated he will not have the pleasure of helping create the next budget but those who will should consider a street sweeper as an important part of the Service Department.

There were no further questions of Mr. Philipp.

CITY ENGINEER – Steve Guard

Mr. Guard stated the Roberts Road project is substantially complete - there is a small amount of work to do within the railroad right-of-way, which they do not have a permit for yet – once the permit is received they will get it done. Mr. Guard stated there is about $25,000 left in the project budget and hopefully that can be substantially enough to complete the work, subject to any request the railroad company may come up with – we should complete the project under budget.  Mr. Guard stated they have taken bids for the sale of the property on East 354th Street and have submitted the information to the Administration for review – there was an irregularity and needs to be reviewed by the Administration to provide a recommendation – we have the sale of the property on East 340th Street out for bids and someone is coming in tomorrow to pick up specs for this. Mr. Guard thanked Council for the opportunity to advertise for bids for the Recreation Building – this will be advertised on Thursday.

Mr. Guard stated he was open for questions.

Mrs. Curtis asked how many weeks would the Recreation Department bid be advertised before the sealed bids are presented? Mr. Guard stated it advertisement must run for two weeks.

Mr. Andrzejewski stated the same situation with the railroad existed two weeks ago and asked what it would take to get a response? Mr. Guard stated he had no control over their office – he is dealing with the Indiana/Indianapolis office of URS – CSX Corporation – he cannot dictate when they finalize plans. Mr. Andrzejewski asked if it was Mr. Guard’s or the Contractor’s responsibility to push this?  Mr. Guard stated he called the Corporation on Friday  - he was advised thirty days ago the plans would be submitted September 10th – Mr. Shaw from URS stated the plans were not back to his office yet. Mr. Guard stated he cannot tell CSX what to do – he can only wait for them to submit the information.  Mr. Guard stated in the meantime we will have the contractor complete the punch list – they had a walk through last week and will be addressing some of the concerns of the residents – there were four or five residents where minor items needed to be taken care of as well as the general matters.  Mr. Guard stated the project has turned out well and the area by the right-of-way will be addressed with the Railroad Company to ensure it is a safe situation.  Mr. Andrzejewski asked if Mr. Guard responded to the one resident’s e-mail about the work not being finished. Mr. Guard stated they have responded to residents concerns.

There were no further questions of Mr. Guard.

ADJOURNMENT

Council President Mr. Hillier stated that, if there are no objections from Council, the meeting is adjourned.

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 9:21 p.m.
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