
      EASTLAKE CITY COUNCIL

                                         REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

                                                          SEPTEMBER 27, 2005

The Regular Meeting of the Eastlake City Council was held at Eastlake City Hall, 35150 

Lake Shore Boulevard.  The Meeting was called to order by Council President Mr. Lajeunesse at approximately 7:30 p.m.  

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mr. Razov. 

ATTENDEES

Members of Council in attendance were Mr. Razov, Mr. Morley, Ms. DePledge, Mr. Zontini, Mr. Knuchel, Mr. Elshaw and Council President Mr. Lajeunesse. Also attending was Council Clerk Mrs. Cendroski.

Those attending from the Administration were Mayor Andrzejewski, Finance Director Mr. Slocum,  City Engineer Mr. Guard, and Fire Chief Sabo.  Council President Mr. Lajeunesse explained Law Director Mr. Klammer was excused as he and his wife were having a baby.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING TO ADJOURN INTO EXECUTVE SESSION – SEPTEMBER 13, 2005

MOTION:  Mr. Razov moved to approve the minutes of the Special Council Meeting with adjournment into Executive Session for discussion of matters of litigation pertaining to the Sewer Levy, Steiner vs. Eastlake and the Recall Petition of September 13, 2005. Mr. Zontini seconded

ROLL CALL:
  Yeas:   Mr. Razov, Mr. Zontini, Mr. Morley, Ms. DePledge, Mr. Knuchel, 

  Mr. Lajeunesse 

                      Abstain:   Mr. Elshaw

Motion carried.  The minutes were approved.

Regular Council Meeting – SEPTEMBER 13, 2005

MOTION: Mr. Razov moved to approve the minutes of the Regular Council meeting held on September 13, 2005.  Mr. Morley seconded.

ROLL CALL:
 Yeas:   Mr. Razov, Mr. Morley, Ms. DePledge, Mr. Zontini, Mr. Knuchel, 

 Mr. Lajeunesse 

                     Abstain:   Mr. Elshaw

Motion carried.  The minutes were approved.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT’S REPORT – Mr. Lajeunesse

Meetings Scheduled

The Council-as-a-Whole Committee Meeting would be scheduled for Tuesday, October 11, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. at City Hall and the Regular Council Meeting would be held on Tuesday, October 11, 2005 at 7:30 p.m. at City Hall. 

A Financial Planning & Supervisory Committee Meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, October 28, 2005 at 5:00 p.m.

COMMUNICATIONS &  PETITIONS

A request was received from Acting Service Director Mr. Semik to advertise for Housekeeping Supplies for 2006.  Mr. Lajeunesse explained this was discussed in Finance Committee and is on the evening’s agenda as Legislation No. 09-27-(05).

A communication was received from The Walter H. Drane Company providing the 2005 replacement codification pages with an invoice for services rendered.  This was referred to Finance Committee.

A communication was received from the Planning Commission requesting review and amendment of City Ordinance Section 1167.08 “Auto Sales, New or New and Used.” This was referred to Ordinance Committee.

A Conditional Use Permit Recommendation was received from the Planning Commission for Spray Away Painting, Inc., 36560 Garretts Cove Drive, Eastlake.  This was referred to Planning Committee.

A request was received from Councilman Ms. DePledge to review a proposed amendment to City Ordinance Chapter 751 “Taxicabs,” specifically Section 751.24 “Rates of Fare; Receipts.”  This was referred to Ordinance Committee.

A communication was received from the Administration regarding a proposed amendment to City Ordinance Section 1301.13 “Development Plan Review.”  This was referred to Ordinance Committee.

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS

SERVICE/UTILITIES COMMITTEE – Mr. Razov

Mr. Razov:  The Service Utilities Committee has not met since the last regularly scheduled Council meeting, therefore he did not have a formal report and he was open for questions.

There were no questions of Mr. Razov.

SAFETY COMMITTEE – Mr. Morley

Mr. Morley: The Safety Committee has not met since the last regularly scheduled Council meeting – he has been talking with Chief Ruth about meeting to try to put some of the Police matters into that Committee. That concluded his report and he was open for questions.

There were no questions of Mr. Morley.

RECREATION COMMITTEE – Mr. Knuchel

Mr. Knuchel:  The Recreation Committee has not met since the last regularly scheduled Council meeting as there were no issues pending.  He has come into possession of an article from Dominion East Ohio Gas in regards to an Energy Assistance Program meeting and he would suggest the Administration send Mr. Doberdruk of the JFK Senior Citizen Center to that meeting – the meeting will explain the energy assistance program – how it works and the updates for the 2005-2006 heating season. This concluded his report and he was open for questions.  

There were no questions of Mr. Knuchel.

PLANNING COMMITTEE – Ms. DePledge

Ms. DePledge:  The Planning Committee met on September 22, 2005 with herself and Mr. Elshaw present from the Committee.  In attendance from Council were Mr. Morley, Mr. Zontini, Mr. Knuchel and Council President Mr. Lajeunesse.  In attendance from the Administration were Mayor Andrzejewski, Law Director Mr. Klammer and Fire Chief Sabo. Mr. Razov joined the meeting later.

Two Conditional Use Permit requests were discussed – one for Creative Learning Childcare, 36100 Portage Drive which the Committee agreed to move forward – the other matter was A-1 Motors, Inc., 1351 East 357th Street and the Conditional Use Permit was denied.  Several items were discussed under miscellaneous – an item regarding a parking issue with Scorchers on Vine Street, which is being held in Committee pending resolution of the parking issue.  Discussion was also held regarding the Planning Commission’s approval for a house to be built on a vacant lot on East 351st Street – upon review it was determined it was not the responsibility of the Planning Committee to address this matter and it was redirected for further handling and contact with the resident who has a concern regarding that property.

Ms. DePledge stated she would be making the following Motions:

City Prosecutor Position

MOTION:  I hereby move to approve the ratify the actions of John Hawkins, Esq. and Don Ezzone, Esq. in place of City Prosecutor Judd Hawkins during his surgery and recovery at no expense to the City of Eastlake  Mr. Razov seconded.

ROLL CALL: Yeas unanimous

Motion carried.  John Hawkins, Esq. and Don Ezzone, Esq. are authorized to act of behalf of the City of Eastlake during the surgery and recovery of City Prosecutor Judd Hawkins at no expense to the City of Eastlake. 

Conditional Use Permit: Denial

MOTION:  I hereby move to deny the Conditional Use Permit request for A-1 Motors, Inc. 1351 East 357th Street, Eastlake, Ohio.  Mr. Razov seconded.

ROLL CALL: Yeas unanimous

Motion carried.  The Conditional Use Permit for A-1 Motors, Inc., 1351 East 357th Street, Eastlake, Ohio is denied.

Additional Comments

This concluded her report and she was open for questions.

There were no questions of Ms. DePledge.

FINANCE COMMITTEE – Mr. Elshaw

Mr. Lajeunesse:  The Finance Committee met on Thursday, September 22, 2005 with all present from Council.  In attendance from the Administration were Mr. Semik, Mr. Slocum, Mr. Rupertino, Law Director Mr. Klammer and Mayor Andrzejewski.

The Committee discussed and approved advertising for bids for back-up rock salt for the 2005-2006 season, and also the 2006 Housekeeping Supplies – both items appear on the evening’s agenda.   The main purpose of the meeting was to review the Amended Recovery Plan for the City and the 2006 Tax Budget.  

Some pertinent items in the Recovery Plan – within the Economic Overview section it states “the City’s revenues can be best characterized as stagnant, for example in 1999 the City’s General Fund collected $12.8 million and in 2004 the City General Fund collected $12.8 million – there was a decrease of about $14,000 – so, basically it has remained stagnant from 1999 through 2004.  City income taxes within the Plan are forecast at a 1% growth rate – property taxes and state reimbursements for property taxes will increase by only 1% for non re-evaluation years annually and 10% during a re-evaluation year which is once every three years.  It also takes into account the phase out of deregulation funds and the eventual elimination of deregulation money.  

Within the expenditure section the City’s cost on employee healthcare increased by over 90% since 2000 and it greatly out paces the rate of inflation.  Additionally, the City has begun to experience a shifting of expenses from other government entities to the City – basically the State and the County.  

Overall, in 2005 we are seeing a deficit reduction of about $1.5 million – based on projections for 2006 a deficit reduction of about $436,000 and in 2007 there is deficit spending of about $836,000 – in 2008 it goes up to $1.9 million in deficit spending and in 2009 $2.2 million. However, as required by the State, the Recovery Plan includes the elimination of the General Fund deficit by 2009.

Mr. Slocum:  When you indicate we will have deficit spending – we also have an action plan which details specific actions and a specific timeline that we have to address and ensure that we do not return to deficit spending – with cuts, property sales, possible tax increases – we have to close that gap – we do report to the State Commission and they will require us to do it.

Mr. Elshaw:  The list Mr. Slocum has referred to in order to resolve the million dollar projected shortfall in 2007 provides for certain actions that can be taken: 1- a cut in spending, 2 - identify and begin implementation of new or enhanced non-taxed revenue sources for the City, 3 – explore the sale of the JFK property, 4 – placing an income tax increase on the May, 2006 ballot, 5 – placing a property tax increase on the May, 2006 ballot, 6- enacting a decrease in the City reciprocity rate detailing the amount of reciprocity decrease and effective rate of the decrease, and a combination of any of the above.

Basically, that is the pertinent sections of the Amended Recovery Plan.  There was a slight change in tonight’s Recovery Plan – a sentence was added to one section to confirm an agreement the Mayor had agreed to with Mr. Rupertino, the AFSME Union President – this covers our Service Workers for the temporary, seasonal help.  There was also an issue regarding the recycling.

Mr. Slocum: There was a question as to whether or not we could withdraw from the curb side recycling program.  He spoke with the County Administrator for the Solid Waste Program and he indicated that is option is open to us – they are currently looking to bid out for the curb side recycling but the cost to the Community could increase anywhere from $.69 to $2.00 or $3.00 per household per month and due to that they are anticipating that more communities will choose to go with the centralized collection of recycling – which is the part of the program we would look to participate in – if we do this we would see a decrease in our recycling costs.

Mr. Elshaw:  In 2007 we are expecting to hit the brunt of the payments on the stadium debt.

Mr. Slocum:  Next year in the General Fund we are anticipating to have to pick up about $100,000 and in 2007 it is $1.1 million – there is a hole and we don’t have a choice – we have to pay it – it is our obligation for the City.

Mr. Elshaw:  This is all he has on the Recovery Plan and he would recommend moving this item forward to the State Commission.  The Recovery Plan will be revisited per the time line and some decision will need to be made pretty soon.

Mr. Slocum:  We are planning to present this to the State Commission tomorrow, providing Council approves it tonight – the Commission has the ability to either accept it or reject the Plan or request modifications.

Mr. Elshaw:  The next item on the agenda was the Tax Budget for 2006 and is consistent with what has been forecasted in the Recovery Plan – the only changes are a few increases in the natural gas.

Mr. Slocum:  Correct, basically in Exhibit 1 “General Fund” the total expenditures from what Council has previously seen has increased by about $40,000 to cover those natural gas increases.

Mr. Elshaw:  He had mentioned the rising cost in utilities.  He would recommend moving forward on the Tax Budget for 2006. 

He would be making the following Motion:

Legislative Recommendation

MOTION:  I hereby move to add Legislation No. 09-27-(06) to the evening’s agenda amending the Recovery Plan for the City of Eastlake, pursuant to Ohio Revised Code Section 118.06.  Ms. DePledge seconded.

ROLL CALL: Yeas unanimous

Motion carried.  Legislative No. 09-27-(06) is added to the evening’s agenda.

Additional Comments

Mr. Elshaw:  We are in receipt of the August, 2005 budget which he will be scheduling a meeting next week to review.  This concluded his report and he was open for questions

Mr. Zontini:  Mr. Elshaw or Mr. Slocum, please correct him if he is wrong – we are not permitted to deficit spend.

Mr. Slocum:  That is correct.

Mr. Zontini:  So we do have to implement something from the action plan.

Mr. Slocum:  Basically, if we don’t implement it and have the Commission approve it, the Commission can order an immediate 15% slash in our spending – we would have no choice.

Mr. Zontini:  Is his understanding correct that we no longer have a levy on outside millage?

Mr. Slocum:  We will have the 3 inside mills but we also have outside mills in a General Fund operating levy which is 3-mills and we are collecting 1.5 mills – the road levy is an outside levy and the fire levy is an outside levy – we will collect the full 3 inside mills which will be split between the General Fund – 1.98-mills, the Fire and Police Pension – both .3-mills and the bond retention - .42-mills.

Mr. Zontini:  Is he reading the last schedule incorrect “Schedule of Indebtedness” – there is nothing on the outside millage.

Mr. Slocum: There is no outside millage for debt reduction – that expires this year.

Mr. Elshaw:  Congratulations to Mr. Knuchel on being unopposed.

Mr. Lajeunesse:  He will be Councilman for Ward 3 for the next two years – congratulations.

There were no further questions of Mr. Elshaw.

ORDINANCE COMMITTEE  - Mr. Zontini

Mr. Zontini: The Ordinance Committee met on Thursday, September 22, 2005 with all members of Council in attendance. In attendance from the Administration were the Mayor, Mr. Semik, Mr. Slocum, Mr. Rupertino and Lt. Garbo on behalf of Chief Ruth, and Chief Sabo.

The Committee discussed two issues predominately – the first being a regulation regarding the parking of RV’s on private property – this was held in Committee pending the Mayor, Mr. Klammer, Chief Ruth and Chief Sabo meeting to discuss this issue in an attempt to come up with an Ordinance that pleases everyone. The second issue on the agenda was the rental property issue – given the fact that the Finance Committee was meeting directly after the Ordinance Committee meeting, and we wanted everyone to have their say, it was decided to postpone the meeting and hopefully schedule it for sometime next week – he wanted to talk with Law Director Mr. Klammer and have him review the proposed Ordinance with CBO Mr. Walsh so we can have their insights and feelings on the matter.  As we all know, Mr. Klammer and his wife had a baby this afternoon so he is not present this evening.  A meeting on this matter will be scheduled in the very near future.

Also discussed was a letter from Michon Koch, President of the Willoughby-Eastlake Board of Education, notifying us that Mr. James Carpenter, who serves on the Board of Education, will be the Board’s member to join the Economic Community Development Council.

This concluded his report and he was open for questions.

There were no questions of Mr. Zontini.

RECOGNITION OF THE PUBLIC 
Mr. Lajeunesse recognized the public input at this time; he reminded the speakers that there is a 3-minute limit for their comments, all comments are to be directed to the Chair and not include any personalities or individuals.

Please note – comments have been transcribed as clearly as possible – any comment not clearly understood is shown as …

Mike Kurchak, 682 Rural Drive, Eastlake

Mr. Kurchak:  He thanks the Council for the time you spend performing your duties on behalf of the City of Eastlake – he knows that the Council positions you hold are considered part-time jobs and by necessity must come after your duties to your families and your personal lives – so to ease your vote, and  for the betterment of the City and residents and to assure that our money is spent in the very most cost affective manner he makes this modest observation.  This legislative body could use its limited time more effectively if it learned to work within the existing City organizational framework. What he has seen makes him comment that certain elements of Council wish to nullify or circumvent as much of the Administrative branch of the Eastlake government as possible.  He could say where the heck were you five years ago but that is not the point.  This City does not have the money to set up parallel committees or organizations to do the jobs that our Charter has already allocated to the Administration.  If Council feels strongly that the interests of their constituents would be better served by a different form of government, maybe one where Council controlled every aspect of the City operation, it is obligated to propose and amended Charter that can be approved by popular vote.  Several Charter amendments shall appear on November’s ballot but they do not make this fundamental change in the nature of our City government.  We need to have good review of the City’s financial resources – Council is doing that but we also need certain specific Administrative positions filled by full-time professionals – people qualified to administer the daily activities and do the kind of long term planning that a City needs for the best use of our tax dollars.  Council is hindering this process.  Where Council has approved and even unofficially re-affirmed Administrative appointments we need legislative assistance that allows more efficient operation of their Department – no hindrance.

Council President Mr. Lajeunesse notified Mr. Kurchak that his time to speak had expired.

Indra Shah, 577 St. Lawrence Blvd., Eastlake

Mr. Shah:  You have just approved the Recovery Plan and it is very frustrating to him is that he has sent three memorandums to the Commission and he has spoken numerous times and it has been over a year and a half that no one has answered the questions.  It is extremely frustrating … non-compliance with the law – the Commission is …by the State of Ohio…all the violations of the law.  He is willing to admit that he may be completely wrong and completely off the base but somebody – when a citizen takes that much time to point out … does not the government have a duty at least to explain why that is wrong – it is absolutely mind boggling to him.  Let him state two points and if the Attorney General can explain he would be very grateful.  A section in 118.06 states that if any funds were used for a purpose other than what it was intended for … to restore to the funds those funds for which they were intended. If you have used the excess …explain to him why the Recovery Plan is approved without the restoration of those funds back to the funds to which they belong.  Secondly, the law says that you cannot have any conditional revenue… your newly amended Recovery Plan still does not take into account what happens if the $1.8 million General Levy does not pass in 2007…an alternative plan.  He has submitted this in writing and has spoken many times – it is a year and a half now – you are still approving the same plan – will you please tell somebody – the Attorney General or somebody to tell him why he is wrong – he would appreciate that. 

Frances Tuckerman, 1259 E. 351st Street, Eastlake

Mrs. Tuckerman: She is requesting an appeal of a proposed home that is going between her home and the home next to the property.  She has since spoke with a real estate attorney who has stated this property cannot be grandfathered because the lot was broken up in 1994.  Once a property is broken up and the zoning laws have changed the property will revert to the latest law of the City. Her deed stated that she owns 10 feet of that property – a home on a 30 foot lot does not make any sense to anyone – that home is being built must meet a 20% variance and it cannot meet it – you cannot change the laws and revert back to the past from the current laws for building a new home in the City.  This was discussed in the Building Department, the prior Administration and the current Administration – as of June of this year this was still being considered an unbuildable lot – so, why are the rules change now?  Once a precedent is set a 30 foot lot anywhere in this City can be built on.  When she and her husband bought their home they were told this was an unbuildable lot – that was in 1998 – and that nothing could ever be built on it because the homeowner said they bought it because they never wanted a home built there and the same …that lot …Zoning meeting the lot was split up because of that meeting – this City must look at the whole picture… the Building Department, the Zoning Department, Council, Mayor, and the Law Director should look at all before forming a rash decision like this.  All she is asking is …so everyone can look at this whole picture before allowing a home to be built like this – is there anything they can do  …She would also like to thank all of Council who offered their support…

Anna DiPinto, 1269 East 351st Street

Ms. DePinto:  She took possession of that home on September 15th – upon searching she saw this house for sale and fell in love with it – one of the selling factors was the empty lot on both sides – the space and the view.  It was unknown to her at the time that this lot was going to be built upon – it was told to her that this was an unbuildable lot and that was a selling factor for her because she was under the impression that a house could not be built on a 30 foot lot.  So, it came as a shock when she learned they were going to build a house on it and she hopes it can be taken into consideration of their appeal – they have taken the time to seek legal representation to see what kind of rights she has as a new home owner.  She would like to thank all of Council for the time you have taken to come and talk with us and listen to our concerns.  She hopes you keep in mind that if you are looking at it as a profit to build a home here for extra… the profit would likely go to the builder and not the City of Eastlake because there will probably be a lot of disappointed residents and a home being squeezed on a lot.

Stan Leff, 94 Lakehurst Drive, Eastlake

Mr. Leff:  He became very upset his morning – he became very incensed with the editorializing that happened in the News Herald because he blames a lot of the problems that exist here in the City of Eastlake today because of the editorializing in the News Herald.  Today, was a typical situation where you get an authoritative type of reporting which is supposed to be reporting both sides and the person who is reporting does not even know what they are talking about.  The article reporting that Taft signed an Executive Order in 2003 banning Lake Erie Drilling and he has not changed his mind.  We all know Taft has made a lot of other mistakes – and he calls this a mistake in the Lake.  Another section stated one accident in Lake Erie would leave communities scattering for alternative water sources.  He is glad they know who they are.  

Mr. Leff referred to a Chart.

This is a very old chart of Lake Erie – if you look on the Canadian border you will see a lot of little crosses – everyone of the crosses – a little over one thousand – are gas well heads and they have been there for a quarter to half a century – where is the mistake – the gas industry has been trying to drill in Lake Erie for years and maybe if they had been allowed to drill – because one of the largest deposits in the United States, if not in the world, of gas is under Lake Erie – maybe if we had drilled before hand we would not have the problems.

The tape was turned over at this point.

Council President Mr. Lajeunesse notified Mr. Leff that his time to speak had expired.

There was no one else who wished to speak.

LEGISLATION PROPOSED - First number will be 2005-095







ORDINANCE NO.: 09-27-(01)

Sponsored by: Ms. DePledge



An Ordinance authorizing the issuance 








of a Conditional Use Permit to Robert

Palmer, dba GP Enterprises, Inc., 34799 

Curtis Blvd., Eastlake, Ohio, and declaring an emergency.

was introduced and read for the first time.

MOTION:  Ms. DePledge moved to suspend the rules requiring three separate readings and reading in full.  Mr. Razov seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

MOTION:  Ms. DePledge moved to adopt.  Mr. Razov seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Ordinance No. 2005-095.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_

ADVANCE \d3

ADVANCE \u3






ORDINANCE NO.: 09-27-(02)

Sponsored by:
Ms. DePledge



An Ordinance authorizing the issuance of a 

Conditional Use Permit to Gerald Gabor, dba Gabor Construction, 19 Forest Drive, Eastlake, Ohio, to operate a home business, and declaring an emergency.

was introduced and read for the first time.

MOTION:  Ms. DePledge moved to suspend the rules requiring three separate readings and reading in full.  Mr. Razov seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

MOTION:  Ms. DePledge moved to adopt.  Mr. Razov seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Ordinance No. 2005-096.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_

ADVANCE \d3

ADVANCE \u3






RESOLUTION NO.: 09-27-(03)

Requested by: Acting Service Director

A Resolution authorizing and directing the

                       Mr. Semik                              

Mayor and Director of Finance to enter into a

Sponsored by: Mr. Elshaw



Contract with North American Salt Company, the sole bidder, for the purchase of Back-up Rock Salt for the 2005-2006 season at the cost of Thirty-Eight Dollars and Nine Cents ($38.09) per ton delivered, and at Thirty-Five Dollars and Nine Cents ($35.09) per ton picked up, and declaring an emergency.

was introduced and read for the first time.

MOTION:  Mr. Elshaw moved to suspend the rules requiring three separate readings and reading in full.  Ms. DePledge seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

MOTION:  Mr. Elshaw moved to adopt.  Ms. DePledge seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Resolution No. 2005-097.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_

ADVANCE \d3

ADVANCE \u3






RESOLUTION NO.: 09-27-(04)

Requested by: Acting Service Director Mr. Semik  
A Resolution authorizing and directing the Acting Sponsored by:  Mr. Elshaw 



Assistant Director of Public Service to advertise for 

bids for Housekeeping Supplies for 2006, said bids to be in accordance with specifications on file in the Office of the Acting Assistant Director of the  Public Service, and declaring an emergency.

was introduced and read for the first time.

MOTION:  Mr. Elshaw moved to suspend the rules requiring three separate readings and reading in full.  Mr. Knuchel seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

MOTION:  Mr. Elshaw moved to adopt.  Mr. Knuchel seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Resolution No. 2005-098.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_

ADVANCE \d3

ADVANCE \u3






RESOLUTION NO.: 09-27-(05)

Requested by: Finance Director Mr. Slocum

A Resolution accepting the Tax Budget for 2006 as Sponsored by: Mr. Elshaw 


presented by the Director of Finance, and declaring 




an emergency.

was introduced and read for the first time.

MOTION:  Mr. Elshaw moved to suspend the rules requiring three separate readings and reading in full.  Ms. DePledge seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

MOTION:  Mr. Elshaw moved to adopt.  Ms. DePledge seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Resolution No. 2005-099.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_

ADVANCE \d3

ADVANCE \u3






RESOLUTION NO.: 09-27-(06)

Requested by:  Mayor Andrzejewski


A Resolution amending the Recovery Plan for 

Finance Director Mr. Slocum 
the City of Eastlake, pursuant to Ohio Revised Code 

Sponsored by: Mr. Elshaw 

Section 118.06, and declaring an emergency.

was introduced and read for the first time.

MOTION:  Mr. Elshaw moved to suspend the rules requiring three separate readings and reading in full.  Ms. DePledge seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

MOTION:  Mr. Elshaw moved to adopt.  Ms. DePledge seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Resolution No. 2005-100.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_

ADVANCE \d3

ADVANCE \u3
LEGISLATION  PENDING 

There was none.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

There was none.

NEW BUSINESS

There was none.

MAYOR/SAFETY DIRECTOR – Ted Andrzejewski

Mayor Andrzejewski:  He was late because he was at the library to talk about a book called Fahrenheit 451 – it is part of their reading program. There is a house on Iris Lane who has a Halloween display over Halloween weekend – it will bring some recognition to our City – it is a huge display.  

Also, Council will be receiving an invitation from the Lake County Mayor’s and Manager’s Association for a planning session meeting on Saturday, October 29, 2005 from 8:00 a.m. –12:00 p.m. at Lakeland Community College – they will be looking at combining services – this meeting is intended to gather ideas from Councils and all the Cities around the area – from Finance Directors and Police and Fire Chiefs – you are all invited to come.  It is the first step towards the Cities working together to try to come up with ideas on how we can work together to combine services and cut costs – it is not regionalization.

There is a new business coming into Eastlake – a new Hershey’s Ice Cream store and will in Centennial Plaza next to Bank One.

As part of our agreement for the sale of the Mitchell property the plans for the pole barn were finalized today – he and Mr. Semik met today – this will be built shortly.  The pole barn will be located behind our Service Garage. 

This is for the residents of Garretts Cove - he met this week with a landscaper brought to us by the receiver of the industrial park – they are going to clean up the weeds and growth behind the homes on Garretts Cove – we thank the State of Ohio for supplying the landscaper at no charge to the City to help the residents out.

This concluded his report and he was open for questions.

Mr. Morley:  He would like to suggest that Mayor Andrzejewski and CBO Mr. Walsh go over to the property on East 351st Street and look at it – Mr. Zontini has sent a memorandum on this matter to Mr. Walsh. He, Mr. Elshaw, Ms. DePledge – basically all of us have been over to that area – he realizes this has been approved to build by the Zoning Board of Appeals but that lot is basically an unbuildable lot.

Mayor Andrzejewski:  He is in full agreement – he has been working behind the scenes with Mr. Walsh to try to get this resolved – the problem lies with the Zoning Board of Appeals – we were of the understanding that they were not going to approve this – consequently, he thought it was a dead issue and later found out that it was approved – he will get Mr. Walsh over there – we are fully aware of it – he thought it was not going to be approved.  He cannot fathom a 30 foot property.

Mr. Morley:  He has asked Mr. Klammer if there has ever been any appeals through the Zoning and he advised he did not know if this was done before – that is why Mrs. Tuckerman is asking if there can be an appeal and if so then we do appeal it.

Mayor Andrzejewski:  He will do whatever he can – he cannot fathom a house built on a 30 foot lot.

Mr. Zontini:  Have you seen the flyer from Stage1 events on the Hurricane Katrina Disaster Concern.

Mayor Andrzejewski: Yes, he saw it today.

Mr. Zontini:  When Council approved this going forward, it was his belief that we were only okaying the use of the City parking lot – but, the newspaper and flyer now has us as a co-sponsor of the event – that concerns him – it certainly is a worthwhile event but he is sure the Mayor is aware what happened with 9-11 when the Hollywood to-do’s raised money and they did not know where it was going and it turned out not going to where they wanted it to go.  He is not saying this could happen but it could happen here – he has some reservations in regards to the City having its name on something – we are not going to be there checking the books – we have no control over the situation other than the parking lot – he would ask, since you have been dealing with Stage1 Promotions, and Council is in agreement, and you are in agreement – that you talk with them and advise that this is their event – we are just letting them use the parking lot and that is it.

Mayor Andrzejewski:  We could go either way – he would be happy to do that – we have been assisting them in whatever way we could to get the event going because we also feel it is a very worthwhile event – in discussions with Mr. Slocum and with agreement with the promoter we were going to send a representative from the City to help collect the money, audit the money – if you would prefer that we just let them do it we will back out – that is not a problem.

Mr. Zontini:  It was his understanding that we weren’t going to have anyone there.

Mayor Andrzejewski:  We were not – he was just as surprised when the City was put on as a sponsor because at the Chamber of Commerce meeting on Tuesday he had suggested to them that they be a part of this and they jumped on it right away and have done a good job in just a few days to take over the concessions and try to get pizza – it was not our intent to be a sponsor – we were just providing the parking lot – he will make that known to take us off the schedule of sponsorships and just let them run it.

There were no further questions of Mayor Andrzejewski. 

LAW DIRECTOR – Randy Klammer

Law Director Mr. Klammer was absent and excused.

FINANCE DIRECTOR – Mike Slocum

Mr. Slocum:  Since the last Council meeting we collected $186,000 from the real estate tax refund

which amounted to $212,000 total and is about $18,000 higher than we thought we were going to collect – we have about three properties left that were not initially covered that we are going to start the process on.

This concluded his report and he was open for questions.

Mayor Andrzejewski: You may also want to mention the future savings of about $80,000 a year that we will not have to pay in real estate taxes.

Mr. Slocum:  They experienced the first part the second half of this year – we paid $43,000 the first half and $40,000 the second half – we have cut into that bill.

Mr. Lajeunesse:  He appreciates Mr. Slocum’s initiative on this and his follow-up – was this started by our former Finance Director?

Mr. Slocum:  Mr. Masterson did start this in 2002 or 2003 and it had gone to Columbus and sat – from talking with people at the County they are behind to start with – sometimes the squeeky wheel gets the grease – he was calling them weekly to push it along.

There were no further questions of Mr. Slocum.

TAX ADMINISTRATOR – Angela Keneven-Zanella

Mrs. Keneven-Zanella was absent and excused as she is in attendance on alternating weeks.

ACTING ASSISTANT SERVICE DIRECTOR – Mike Semik

Mr. Semik was absent and excused.

CITY ENGINEER – Steve Guard

Mr. Guard:  Nothing significant to report – the construction projects are basically completed and we are wrapping up the final paperwork and punch list items.   We have submitted our documentation to ODOT for the bicentennial project – they are checking the paperwork to make sure all was done properly.  We received a request to put in an Issue 2 application for Roberts Road, Phase 2 because we were on the 15% overage of the allocations so in case there are additional funds that may be left over they are required to submit those applications and we are the “bubble” project – this is due November 1st.  

There were no questions of Mr. Guard.

POLICE CHIEF – John  Ruth

Chief Ruth was absent and excused as he is in attendance on alternating weeks.

FIRE CHIEF – Richard Sabo

Chief Sabo:  We are in the process of hiring a new firefighter and he thanks all for the opportunity to do that – this is a replacement firefighter – it is not an additional firefighter.  Our greatest need is to increase personnel – an example of that tonight – there were two accidents on the freeway and a full arrest with a 56 year old individual – all at the same time – they had seven people to respond – not a lot of people to take care of this City.

This coming Saturday a couple on on-duty personnel will be at WalMart along with some burn victims for a promotions sponsored by Walmart and the MetoHealth  Burn Center and ACBC (Aluminum Cans for Burned Children) – they will be accepting donations from 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

October 11th our Eastlake HazMat Team will be performing a training session along with Lake County HazMat Team here at the City parking lot – they will be doing a simulation of a radioactive spill and how they would handle that – it is a training session so as to stay up to par with what needs to be known and done in case of a real emergency.

Our ladder truck #1719 is currently out of service and will need a new transmission at the cost of a little over $15,000 – this will be taken from the Ambulance Trust Fund, which provides us with the leeway to handle things like this.

We are taking our oldest squad and having it refurbished into a fire investigation unit to replace the 1979 vehicle we currently use – this will be a combination police and fire SIU unit – it will be used for crime and fire scenes – the detectives and the Fire Department work closely on arson fires.

The pole barn should be built soon by DeMilta so we can store everything before the snow flies.

Finally, he is a member of Kiawanis – October 15th is Sweetest Day – Kiawanis are selling roses for $15.00 a dozen – you can call City Hall – the money goes for scholarships for North and South High students.

This concluded his report and he was open for questions.

Mr. Lajeunesse:  In regards to comments made at a Committee meeting by both he and Mr. Knuchel – he appreciates the Chief’s backing – he has been requesting a meeting since last June with the Mayor and the Department Heads – that meeting will be taking place this Thursday morning – he appreciates the time to be able to get together – Mr. Elshaw will also be joining us.  

Mr. Knuchel and he had made a comment about the infrastructure of this Community – would you please revisit the comment you made on that evening.

Chief Sabo:  The infrastructure in this City has been let go for many, many years – certainly well past this Administration and prior Administration.  Service, Police, Fire – all the organizations have not been brought up to speed and not kept up with that they need to be kept up with – improvements were not made when they should have been- repairs were not made – so, we are in an area now where we are going to have to do something in the future or we will be in real dire straits and he is not sure what we will do.

Mr. Lajeunesse:  He appreciates that comment because the seriousness of this situation will lead us into May – as our Finance Director and he have talked about numerous times and whoever is sitting on this Council and whoever is in the Mayor’s position at that time will have some very important decisions to make the first three months of next year and the infrastructure is a matter of what residents don’t see but probably some very serious situations could occur and if we don’t maintain what we do have or are brought up to date on what we need we will be falling behind the times.

Chief Sabo:  Certainly, it will be up to the Administration and Council and the citizens of this Community to decide what level of service you want – it will come down to that.

Mr. Lajeunesse:  He appreciates Chief Sabo’s comments and he is looking forward to the meeting with you, Mr. Elshaw and the Mayor.

ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 8:35 p.m.
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