
      


EASTLAKE CITY COUNCIL

                                       REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

                                                          SEPTEMBER 25, 2007

The Regular Meeting of the Eastlake City Council was held at Eastlake City Hall, 35150 Lake Shore Boulevard.  The Meeting was called to order by Council President Mr. Elshaw at approximately 7:30 p.m.  

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mr. Morley.

ATTENDEES

Members of Council in attendance were Mr. Morley, Mr. D’Ambrosio, Mr. Knuchel, Mr. Zontini and Council President Mr. Elshaw.  Mr. Lajeunesse arrived at 7:33 p.m. Mr. Razov was absent and excused. Also attending was Council Clerk Mrs. Cendroski. 

Those attending from the Administration were Mayor Andrzejewski, Finance Director Mr. Condron, Law Director Mr. Klammer, CBO Mr. Voros and Police Chief Ruth.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING WITH ADJOURNMENT INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION – september 11, 2007

MOTION: Mr. Zontini moved to approve the minutes of the Regular Council Meeting with Adjournment into Executive Session of September 11, 2007.  Mr. D’Ambrosio seconded.

ROLL CALL:
 Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried.  The minutes were approved.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT’S REPORT – Mr. Elshaw

Meetings Scheduled

Mr. Elshaw: The Council-as-a-Whole Committee Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, October 9, 2007 at 7:00 p.m. and the Regular Council Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, October 9, 2007 at 7:30 p.m. 

An Economic & Community Development Council meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, October 3, 2007 at 6:30 p.m.

COMMUNICATIONS &  PETITIONS

A communication was received from the Administration regarding a Lease Agreement between the City of Eastlake and Eastlake Gymnastics, Inc.  Mr. Elshaw explained that this is for informational only and requires no Councilmatic action as the Lease Agreement is for less than $12,500.

A Conditional Use Permit renewal request was received for K-Kids, Inc. dba Deck Lounge & Restaurant, 35943 Lakeshore Blvd. and Chuck & Bonnie Mobile Service, 34220 Stevens Blvd., Eastlake. These were referred to Planning Committee.

A communication was received from the Administration regarding a labor consulting agreement between the City of Eastlake and Clemans, Nelson & Associates.  This was referred to Finance Committee.

A communication was received from Councilman Mr. D’Ambrosio proposing an amendment to City Ordinance 939 “Sewers” relating to a rate reduction for water not discharged into the system. This was referred to Ordinance Committee.

A request was received from the Administration to advertise for bids for Solid Waste Collection and Disposal and Yard Waste Collection and Disposal.  This was referred to Service/Utilities Committee.

A Fee Waiver Request was received from the Eastlake Youth Football League for use of the Community Center on Saturday, November 3, 2007 from 5:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. for a Halloween Party.  This was referred to Recreation Committee.

Supporting documentation was received from the Administration regarding its request to amend City Ordinance Section 715.03 “Granting of Franchise: Fee.”  This was referred to Ordinance Committee.

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS

SAFETY COMMITTEE – Mr. Morley

Mr. Morley:  The Safety Committee has not met since the last regularly scheduled Council meeting, and there is nothing pending on the agenda.  He spoke with the Mayor about his previous request and the Mayor will be forwarding to Council a communication regarding the command vehicle for the Fire Department.  This concluded his report and he was open for questions.

There were no questions of Mr. Morley.

RECREATION COMMITTEE – Mr. Lajeunesse

Mr. Lajeunesse: The Recreation Committee has not met since the last regularly scheduled Council meeting, therefore, he had nothing to report and was open for questions. 

There were no questions of Mr. Lajeunesse.

PLANNING COMMITTEE – Mr. D’Ambrosio

Mr. D’Ambrosio:  The Planning Committee has not met since the last regularly scheduled Council meeting, therefore, he had no formal report and was open for questions. 

There were no questions of Mr. D’Ambrosio.

FINANCE COMMITTEE – Mr. Knuchel

Mr. Knuchel:  The Finance Committee met on September 17, 2007 at 6:30 p.m. with himself and Mr. D’Ambrosio in attendance from the Committee. Committee member Mr. Lajeunesse was absent and excused.   Also in attendance from Council was Council President Mr. Elshaw. In attendance from the Administration were Mayor Andrzejewski, Finance Director Mr. Condron, and City Engineer Mr. Gwydir.  The first item on the agenda was “Fund Establishment: Pay Accrued Leave Upon Termination” – this was held in Committee pending receipt of further information from the Finance Director.  The second item to be discussed was the 2008 Tax Budget and the acceptance of amounts and rates – this was discussed and moved forward in the Council-as-a-Whole Committee and appears on the evening’s agenda.  Regarding the discussion of the Re-Appropriations – he would like to quickly review two items – one being the wages for the part-time workers – after speaking with the Mayor during the meeting, the Mayor has assured that they would try to not spend the $6,000 we have appropriated in overtime for leaf collection, unless it was a necessity – so then he was in favor of it.  The other item discussed was signal services – we have done a good job up to this point in keeping the costs of Signal Systems down – part of that was due to our purchase last year of a bucket truck – we are also trying to decrease charges by having some of our City workers trained to do maintenance work on the signal boxes. The Re-Appropriations were approved and moved forward and appears on the evening’s agenda.  The next item reviewed was the bid award for the Taft Senior Center parking lot improvements, which was discussed in Council-as-a-Whole Committee and appears on the evening’s agenda.   This concluded his report and he was open for questions.

There were no questions of Mr. Knuchel.

ORDINANCE COMMITTEE  - Mr. Zontini

Mr. Zontini:  The Ordinance Committee has not met since the last regularly scheduled Council meeting, however, as an item is pending in Committee and two have been referred to Committee this evening he will be coordinating with the Clerk to schedule a meeting.  This concluded his report and he was open for questions.

There were no questions of Mr. Zontini.

SERVICE/UTILITIES COMMITTEE – Mr. Razov

Mr. Razov was absent and excused.
RECOGNITION OF THE PUBLIC 

Mr. Elshaw recognized the public input at this time; he reminded the speakers that there is a 3-minute limit for their comments, all comments are to be directed to the Chair and not include any personalities or individuals.

There was no one who wished to speak.

LEGISLATION PROPOSED - First number will be 2007-103

RESOLUTION NO.: 09-25-(01)

Requested by: Administration 


A Resolution authorizing and directing the Sponsored by: Mr. Knuchel 



Mayor and Director of  Finance to enter into 








a Contract with Cunningham Paving Co., the 

lowest and best bidder, for the Taft Senior Center Parking Lot Improvements in the total amount Thirty-Three Thousand Six Hundred Forty Eight Dollars and Twenty Cents ($33,648.20), and declaring an emergency.

MOTION:  Mr. Knuchel moved to suspend the rules requiring separate readings and reading in full.  Mr. D’Ambrosio seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

MOTION:  Mr. Knuchel moved to adopt.  Mr. D’Ambrosio seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Resolution No. 2007-103.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_




RESOLUTION NO.: 09-25-(02)

Requested by:  Finance Director Mr. Condron
A Resolution accepting the amounts and Sponsored by:  Mr. Knuchel

rates as determined by the Budget 

Commission and authorizing the necessary Tax Levies and certifying them to the County Auditor, and declaring an emergency.

MOTION:  Mr. Knuchel moved to suspend the rules requiring separate readings and reading in full.  Mr. D’Ambrosio seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

MOTION:  Mr. Knuchel moved to adopt.  Mr. D’Ambrosio seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Resolution No. 2007-104.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_









ORDINANCE NO.: 09-25-(03)

Requested by:  Finance Director Mr. Condron
An Ordinance to re-appropriate for the 

Sponsored by:  Mr. Knuchel



expenses of the City of Eastlake, State of 

Ohio, for the period beginning January 1, 2007 and ending December 31, 2007, and declaring an emergency.

MOTION:  Mr. Knuchel moved to suspend the rules requiring separate readings and reading in full.  Mr. D’Ambrosio seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

MOTION:  Mr. Knuchel moved to adopt.  Mr. D’Ambrosio seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Ordinance No. 2007-105.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_




RESOLUTION NO.: 09-25-(04)

Requested by:  Finance Director Mr. Condron
A Resolution authorizing the Director of 


Sponsored by:  Mr. Knuchel

Finance to transfer funds, with said funds to 




be transferred from the General Fund in the 




amounts as listed into Fund #304 “Callable 

Bond Fund” for payment on the City’s Long Term Debt, and declaring an emergency.

MOTION:  Mr. Knuchel moved to suspend the rules requiring separate readings and reading in full.  Mr. D’Ambrosio seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

MOTION:  Mr. Knuchel moved to adopt.  Mr. D’Ambrosio seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Resolution No. 2007-106.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_

LEGISLATION PENDING

There was none.






UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

There was none.

NEW BUSINESS

There was none.

MAYOR/SAFETY DIRECTOR – Ted Andrzejewski

Mayor Andrzejewski:  We received some significant news – Moody’s Investment Services has raised our rate to A3 – this is significant because we were raised two levels.  This means if any investor or business is looking at Eastlake the rating will help – secondly, if we would have to borrow funds this would be helpful as we would get a better interest rate.  The last time we went out for money was in 2004 and we had to pay ¼ percent interest for insurance.  The Haunted House is scheduled to start next Thursday – all are welcome to attend and help out – we can always use people to help take tickets and supervise, etc. The Haunted House is at Classic Park and is being put on by X-treme Creators. This concluded his report and he was open for questions.

Mr. Elshaw:  What was the bond rating?

Mr. Condron:  A3.

Mr. D’Ambrosio:  If we are rated A3 – what is the top rating?

Mr. Condron:  A3, A2, A1A, A-AA, etc.  Lake County is A-AA.

Mr. Zontini:  He would assume that would also help us if we chose to refinance any of our debt?

Mayor Andrzejewski:  If we have to go out for refinanced debt we would get a better interest rate.

There were no further questions of Mayor Andrzejewski.

LAW DIRECTOR – Randy Klammer

Mr. Klammer: He has nothing new to report – he is glad the Mayor clarified who was running on the Haunted House – he did not want there to be any confusion.  He was open for questions. 

There were no questions of Mr. Klammer.

FINANCE DIRECTOR – Brian Condron

Mr. Condron:  The pace of the termination of Fiscal Emergency picked up lately – there are three people here from the State Auditor’s office assigned to use who are finishing the report – they should be doing this over the next few weeks – this is just clarification and information gathering – he does not think there is anything major required.  It was significant that we reconciled the parking lot this past week with those who assisted in parking cars at the stadium and the checks were recently sent out – a listing of those who the checks were sent to will be provided.  This concluded his report and he was open for questions.

There were no questions of Mr. Condron.

TAX ADMINISTRATOR – Angela Keneven-Zanella

Mrs. Keneven-Zanella was absent and excused.

SERVICE DIRECTOR – Mike Semik

Mr. Semik was absent and excused.

CHIEF BUILDING OFFICIAL – Joe Voros

Mr. Voros: The computer software is coming along very well – we can track just about anything building related.  He has one request – that the Ordinance Committee rethink the rental property inspections and forward it to Council so that the Council can vote on it as a whole. He does not think an important ordinance such as this should be the determination of only a few Councilmen.  This concluded his report and he was open for questions.

Mr. Morley:  So, do you think we should disband all our Committees?

Mr. Voros:  He does not think you should disband them – he thinks it should be voted on as a whole and not just two or three people.

Mr. Morley:  What you are saying is we should get rid of our Committees and just have the seven of us vote on everything.

Mr. Voros:  He feels the Committee should forward it – saying they are not in favor of it – and let the Council as a whole be the ones to decide and vote on it.

Mr. Elshaw:  Mr. Voros, your comments are taken into consideration – thank you.

There were no further questions of Mr. Voros.

CITY ENGINEER – Tom Gwydir

Mr. Gwydir:  State Route 91 is in the process of being closed out and a final walkthrough is being scheduled.  Roberts Road is speeding along with Part B. This concluded his report and he was open for questions.

There were no questions of Mr. Gwydir.

POLICE CHIEF – John  Ruth

Chief Ruth:  We have had two of our vehicles which had been damaged returned to duty.  We also have three units with the mobile data terminals, which are extremely useful for investigative purposes and also are a help to the dispatch.  Yesterday, Sgt. Angelo received the Ohio Law Enforcement Distinguished Valor Award for the incident that occurred last June – we are extremely proud as this is an extremely prestigious award that is given out to very few recipients.  Over the last year there has been conversation about a K-9 unit – previously he was opposed to re-establishing this due to our manpower shortage – and that training would take someone away for a period of time.  He thinks this is something that should be reviewed for 2008 – we should have all our injured forces back and we should be able to entertain the idea of a K-9 unit in 2008 – he has forwarded information on this to the Mayor and Council regarding the issues and costs. We need to move on this as the timeframe would be around February or March, 2008.  As far as the injuries on the force – at one time he had five people out – he still has three people out and expects one back around October 1st and the remaining two sometime in November.  Other than that it has been business as usual – we have been extremely busy.  He was open for questions.

Mr. Lajeunesse:  He would like to thank the Chief for rethinking the K-9 unit – and, obviously because of past circumstances going on in Surfside.  As he has mentioned, the VFW along with two other entities would be interested in trying to help us establish the funding for a K-9 unit.  Also the recently established traffic car – as some of us have called in numerous complaints about speeding, especially in the Surfside area. A car was out earlier in the East Overlook area around rush hour – whatever they can do to stop the speeding and running of stop signs is appreciated.

Chief Ruth: He has recently reassigned a patrol unit primarily as a traffic unit and have assigned all the problem areas and are focusing specifically on those areas in addition to other duties – sometimes they are called away on backup.  

Mr. Zontini:  He would suggest the Chief’s memo in regards to be K-9 be placed on Communications for the next Council meeting so it could be referred into Committee.

Mr. Elshaw:  He forwarded an E-mail containing compliments for the Police Department – supporting the Department and the good job being done by the Department.  It was nice to see this.

There were no further questions of Chief Ruth.

FIRE CHIEF – Richard Sabo

Fire Chief Sabo was absent and excused. 

ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 7:54 p.m. 


​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​



______________________________________






DEREK W. ELSHAW, COUNCIL PRESIDENT

APPROVED: _______________________

ATTEST:     ________________________

                 DEBORAH A. CENDROSKI, CMC        

 

CLERK OF COUNCIL 
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