
      EASTLAKE CITY COUNCIL

                                         REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

                                                          NOVEMBER 3, 2005

The Regular Meeting of the Eastlake City Council was held at Eastlake City Hall, 35150 

Lake Shore Boulevard.  The Meeting was called to order by Council President Mr. Lajeunesse at approximately 7:30 p.m.  

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Ms. DePledge.

MOMENT OF SILENCE

A moment of silence was held in memory of Mr. Frank Cichon who passed away.  Mr. Cichon was Chairman of the Port Authority for ten years and was very involved in the community.

ATTENDEES

Members of Council in attendance were Mr. Knuchel, Mr. Morley, Ms. DePledge, Mr. Zontini, Mr. Elshaw and Council President Mr. Lajeunesse. Also attending was Council Clerk Mrs. Cendroski.

Mr. Razov arrived at 7:33 p.m.

Those attending from the Administration were Mayor Andrzejewski, Finance Director Mr. Slocum,  Law Director Mr. Klammer, Acting Assistant Service Director Mr. Semik, Tax Administrator Mrs. Keneven-Zanella, and City Engineer Mr. Guard.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

COUNCIL-AS-A-WHOLE COMMITTEE MEETING – OCTOBER 25, 2005

MOTION: Mr. Zontini moved to approve the minutes of the Council-as-a-Whole Committee meeting with adjournment into Executive Session held on October 25, 2005.  Mr. Morley seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas:     Mr. Zontini, Mr. Morley, Mr. Knuchel, Mr. Elshaw, Mr. Lajeunesse



Abstain:  Ms. DePledge

Motion carried.  The minutes are approved.

PUBLIC HEARING – OCTOBER 25, 2005


re:  Conditional Use Permit: Spray Away Painting, Inc., 36560 Garretts Cove Drive, Eastlake.

MOTION: Mr. Morley moved to approve the minutes of the Public Hearing held on October 25, 2005 regarding a Conditional Use Permit for Spray Away Painting, Inc., 36560 Garretts Cove Drive, Eastlake. Mr. Knuchel seconded.
ROLL CALL:
 Yeas:     Mr. Zontini, Mr. Morley, Mr. Knuchel, Mr. Elshaw, Mr. Lajeunesse



Abstain:  Ms. DePledge

Motion carried.  The minutes were approved.

Regular Council Meeting – OCTOBER 25, 2005

MOTION: Mr. Elshaw moved to approve the minutes of the Regular Council meeting held on October 11, 2005.  Mr. Morley seconded.

ROLL CALL:
 Yeas:     Mr. Zontini, Mr. Morley, Mr. Knuchel, Mr. Elshaw, Mr. Lajeunesse



Abstain:  Ms. DePledge

Motion carried.  The minutes were approved.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT’S REPORT – Mr. Lajeunesse

Meetings Scheduled

The Council-as-a-Whole Committee Meeting would be scheduled for Tuesday, November 22, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. at City Hall and the Regular Council Meeting would be held on Tuesday, November 22, 2005 at 7:30 p.m. at City Hall. 
A Financial Planning & Supervisory Commission Meeting is scheduled for Thursday, November 17, 2005 at 2:00 p.m.

COMMUNICATIONS &  PETITIONS

A request was received from the Finance Director to certify miscellaneous unpaid bills to the Lake County Auditor. Mr. Lajeunesse explained that this is on the evening’s agenda as Legislation No. 11-03-(01).

A communication was received from Mayor Andrzejewski concerning a natural gas aggregation program with Buckeye Energy Brokers.  Mr. Lajeunesse explained that this was referred to Council for consideration and Council will work with the Administration to schedule a meeting for discussion.

A fee waiver request was received from the Eastlake Police Benevolent Association for use of the Community Center on Sunday, December 11, 2005 from 2:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.  Mr. Lajeunesse explained that this is an Administrative matter and is for Council’s information only.
COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS

PLANNING COMMITTEE – Ms. DePledge

Ms. DePledge:  The Planning Committee has not met since the last regularly scheduled Council meeting – two items are pending in Committee, one being C & C Auto Repair and she has advised the Administration that this matter was held in Committee due to lack of compliance with the City Ordinances and will be referred out of Committee with no action taken at the next meeting for resubmission if no progress has been reached.  The other issue pending in Planning Committee relates to Scorchers – we are waiting for a parking agreement and this will remain held in Committee.  Also pending in Committee is the Vine Street 20-20 Plan, which she will be referring out of Committee to the Economic Community Development Council. This concluded her report and she was open for questions.

There were no questions of Ms. DePledge.

FINANCE COMMITTEE – Mr. Elshaw

Mr. Elshaw:  The Finance Committee has not met since the last regularly scheduled Council meeting, therefore, he did not have a formal report.  This concluded his report and he is open for questions.

There were no questions of Mr. Elshaw.

ORDINANCE COMMITTEE  - Mr. Zontini

Mr. Zontini: He would like to congratulate our Clerk of Council Mrs. Cendroski who has recently been accepted into the IIMC Master Municipal Clerk Academy – per the letter of acceptance: 

“It is not easy to obtain entry into the Academy. Candidates must complete graduate work at IIMC approved municipal clerks institutes or prove similar advanced educational attainment.  Professional participation must also be demonstrated such as leadership in 

professional associations, committee work, conference attendance and professional writings 

and achievements.”

Congratulations to Mrs. Cendroski.

Also, under this evening’s Communications and Petitions was a matter concerning a natural gas aggregation program with Buckeye Energy Brokers – for the record – he will be abstaining from any conversation or discussion regarding this issue.

The Ordinance Committee has not had a regularly scheduled meeting since the last Council meeting, however, we are planning on meeting in the next week or two. This concluded his report and he was open for questions.

There were no questions of Mr. Zontini.

SERVICE/UTILITIES COMMITTEE – Mr. Razov

Mr. Razov:  The Service Utilities Committee has not met since the last regularly scheduled Council meeting, therefore he did not have a formal report and he will not be scheduling a meeting at the present time – he was open for questions.

There were no questions of Mr. Razov.

SAFETY COMMITTEE – Mr. Morley

Mr. Morley: The Safety Committee has not met since the last regularly scheduled Council meeting and nothing is pending in the Committee, therefore, he will not be scheduling a meeting. He was open for questions.

There were no questions of Mr. Morley.

RECREATION COMMITTEE – Mr. Knuchel

Mr. Knuchel:  The Recreation Committee has not met since the last regularly scheduled Council meeting, therefore he had no formal report and he was open for questions.

There were no questions of Mr. Knuchel.

AGREEMENT: LAKE COUNTY ENGINEER/ODOT: LAKESHORE BLVD. BRIDGE

Mr. Lajeunesse:  Discussed earlier in the Council-as-a-Whole Committee was the agreement between the City and Lake County and ODOT concerning the rehabilitation of the Lakeshore Blvd. bridge – would Mr. Guard provide information on this matter.

Mr. Guard:  We were requested by the Ohio Department of Transportation and the Lake County Engineer to provide a resolution permitting this contract to be led by the Ohio Department of Transportation Board for the resurfacing of the deck of the Lakeshore Blvd. bridge over the Chagrin River – the cost of this improvement is 100% paid by the Ohio Department of Transportation with no cost to the City and any additional work requested by the Lake County Engineer’s office would be paid 100% by the Lake County Engineer – we have no obligation to pay for any improvements.

There were no questions of Mr. Razov.

Mr. Razov made the following Motion:

Legislative Recommendation

MOTION:  I hereby move to add Legislation No. 11-03-(02) to the evening’s agenda authorizing and directing the Mayor and Director of Finance to enter into any and all agreements with the Lake County Engineer and the Ohio Department of Transportation relative to Minor Rehabilitation Construction of the Lakeshore Boulevard (S.R. 283) Bridge over the Chagrin River PID 23447-LAK-283-04-72).  Mr. Zontini seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried.  Legislation No. 11-03-(02) is added to the evening’s agenda.

RECOGNITION OF THE PUBLIC 
Mr. Lajeunesse recognized the public input at this time; he reminded the speakers that there is a 3-minute limit for their comments, all comments are to be directed to the Chair and not include any personalities or individuals.

Indra Shah, 577 St. Lawrence Blvd., Eastlake

Mr. Shah submitted his statement in writing.

Andy Goetzy, 34703 Lakeshore Blvd., Eastlake

Mr. Goetzy:  He is asking Council to review City Ordinance 505.08(b) and to omit the last sentence which limits the number of full grown dogs in a residential area to three and states this is creating a nuisance.  He sees no logic that can relate the number of animals to a nuisance condition.

Mr. Lajeunesse:  He appreciates the comments – Council will review this matter.

There was no one else to wished to speak.

LEGISLATION PROPOSED - First number will be 2005-110

11-03-(01)





RESOLUTION NO.:_______________

Requested by: Finance Director Mr. Slocum

A Resolution certifying that there are unpaid bills 

owed to the City of Eastlake, and authorizing and

directing the Lake County Auditor to place these bills on the tax duplicate for collection of payment, and declaring an emergency.





was introduced and read for the first time.

MOTION:  Mr. Elshaw moved to suspend the rules requiring three separate readings and reading in full.  Ms. DePledge seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

MOTION:  Mr. Elshaw moved to adopt.  Ms. DePledge seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Resolution No. 2005-110.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_

ADVANCE \d3

ADVANCE \u3
11-03-(02)





RESOLUTION NO.:_______________

Requested by: City Engineer Mr. Guard

A Resolution authorizing and directing the Mayor  Sponsored by: Mr. Razov 



and Director of Finance to enter into any and all 

agreements with the Lake County Engineer and the Ohio Department of Transportation relative to Minor Rehabilitation Construction of the Lakeshore Boulevard (S.R. 283) Bridge over the Chagrin River PID 23447-LAK-283-04-72), and declaring an emergency.

was introduced and read for the first time.

MOTION:  Mr. Razov moved to suspend the rules requiring three separate readings and reading in full.  Mr. Zontini seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

MOTION:  Mr. Razov moved to adopt.  Mr. Zontini seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Resolution No. 2005-111.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_

ADVANCE \d3

ADVANCE \u3
LEGISLATION  PENDING 

There was none.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

There was none.

NEW BUSINESS

There was none.

MAYOR/SAFETY DIRECTOR – Ted Andrzejewski

Mayor Andrzejewski:  Yesterday, he and Mr. Slocum attended an ODOT meeting with representatives from the Federal Transit Authority in Washington, D.C. along with everyone else who are receiving money from the recently passed Transportation Bill – the obtainment process was reviewed and we met privately with an individual from the Transit Authority and Congressman LaTourette’s representative to discuss how Eastlake would received its money.  It is significant that special language was put into the Transportation Bill for the Eastlake project that clearly states the money will be used to retire bonds – we are waiting to be advised when and how we would be receiving the money.

He would like to thank the children, parents and car cruisers – it was a very successful car cruise. Also, thanks to the Salmon Club for their generous yearly fish fry at the Senior Center.

With the help of Council, we have reached a hiring decision – he would like to announce that Mike Semik will be our new Service Director – we should all wish Mr. Semik well in his new position.

Mr. Morley made the following Motion:

Motion to Approve Appointment

MOTION:  I hereby move to approve the Mayor’s appointment of Mike Semik to the position of Service Director for the City of Eastlake.  Mr. Razov seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

Motion carried.  The Mayor’s appointment of Mike Semik as Service Director for the City of Eastlake is approved.

Additional Comments

Mr. Semik:  He would like to thank Council and the Administration for his appointment – he is available for any questions anyone may have.

Mayor’s additional comments

We will be starting the interview process for an Assistant Service Director – we will have adequate coverage for the upcoming winter season.

This concluded his report and he was open for questions.

Mr. Zontini:  He has received several communications this past week and one half in regards to people trying to book the Community Center for the new year and being told we were not booking pending the sale or lease to PAL – why have we decided to do this when PAL is not a done deal and why are we cheating our residents out of using the Community Center and possibly making some revenue.

Mayor Andrzejewski:  He will refer this question to Mr. Slocum.

Mr. Slocum:  Specifically, with the deal with PAL and the City’s budget – we are not telling people we are not going to rent it – we are not committing ourselves to renting it but we are taking names in the event we do rent it – it was his opinion – and he put it in place – that we will only take names.

Mr. Zontini:  Could we not, with the Law Director’s expertise, book and insert a clause in the contract stating we reserve the right to give 90 days notice of cancellation – he hates to turn away a possible revenue generator.

Mr. Slocum:  He agrees – he is in hopes this other thing will be accepted very quickly so we will know which way we are going.  Putting the PAL issue aside, he concern is what will happen with the Community Center with what we are facing budget wise for next year.  He has been waiting for the meetings with Council within the next month so we can address this issue – he did not want to be contractually obligated to something and then have to back out.

Mr. Zontini:  We were rushed into this PAL negotiation – where does this stand.

Mayor Andrzejewski:  He disagrees – nobody rushed into this.

Mr. Zontini:  He disagrees – we were actually threatened with them leaving the City if they don’t get something down – that they had been stonewalled for several months by the prior Council – that is why we discussed it. Now, we are waiting and getting questions asked about what is going on and we have seen nothing.

Mayor Andrzejewski:  We met the other day with PAL, the Police Chief, the Law Director and we are attempting to get final language into an Agreement that would be presented to Council for review.

Mr. Klammer: The terms presented by E-PAL were vague that we had to demand something more – a lease agreement was drafted from one of their proposals which would carry with it an option agreement that would provide them an extended lease agreement in the event they did significant capital improvements to the building – the discussions are a thirty-year lease term at which point the building would be turned over to the City.  The drafted agreement is being reviewed by their legal advisor and the Mayor – he also included in the cover letter to the Mayor that this had to be provided to Council – it has been his opinion overtime that things such as this need to be competitively bid – as a home rule municipality you do have the authority by ordinance not to have to competitively bid this through an ordinance that exempts the competitive bidding for the lease of the real property. He is satisfied with the lease agreement by its terms – it leaves a lot in our discretion as to the design and characteristics of any capital improvement – it should come to Council after they give the final approval – of course, Council is welcome to it now if wished.

Mr. Slocum:  We are currently looking at a three-year lease with a reference to an option if they come in with a satisfactory design and if they come up with satisfactory financing which would not in any way encumber the City with any type of debt – the key in the negotiation is a three-year lease with an option which would have to be further negotiated at that time – we would be comfortable with the design and the financing– that is the Administration and Council and we would have to ensure the City is not exposed to any additional debt.

Mr. Morley:  This is why he sent a memo this week clarifying things – one thing we initially agreed on was that Eastlake Gymnastics would still have their schedule for their meets.

Mayor Andrzejewski:  Nothing has changed.

Mr. Morley:  Then that rumor can be squelched – that they are not thrown out – he wanted to make sure all know they will still have their meets for next year.

Mayor Andrzejewski:  We addressed that two days ago – nothing has changed – it was also agreed that they had requested through PAL for two additional dates in May and PAL agreed to give them the two additional dates in May – that was the agreement that was initially agreed upon – they wanted assurances that we would accommodate them and there is no question we wouldn’t.  

Mr. Klammer:  There should be a lease agreement with the Gymnastics group so we know their rights and parameters.

Mr. Morley:  That is why he wanted the Law Director to review this – he has met with the Mayor and PAL but there have been no further meetings because it was going to be reviewed by the Law Director and Finance – upon receipt it will be discussed in Committee – it will not be just his decision – it will not be the Mayor’s decision – it will be everyone’s decision.  But, he and Mr. Zontini received numerous e-mails that we were not letting gymnastics in there – they is why he wanted it on the record.

Mayor Andrzejewski:  Does that clear it up for you?

Mr. Zontini:  He will take the Mayor’s word on this.

Mayor Andrzejewski:  It was what was agreed upon.

Mr. Zontini: As he was not present, he will have to take the Mayor’s word on it.

Mr. Elshaw:  We are in receipt of correspondence on the Summerfest and Octoberfest.  Upon review of the information a check was received in the amount of $1,100 for the Summerfest event and the Octoberfest should bring in about $555.   These were not hugely successful events but he understands it was the first time in trying to run these events.  As far as cleanup crews – were we reimbursed for any cleanup because we had our people doing cleanup after the Octoberfest?

Mayor Andrzejewski:  We were not reimbursed for any cleanup – they are still talking with the promoter about other things.

Mr. Elshaw: He would like to know if we will be reimbursed because he is sure our guys were on comp time or overtime.

Mr. Knuchel:  Also, damages were done to the property during the Octoberfest – how has this been addressed?

Mayor Andrzejewski:  They are still addressing those matters – he and Mr. Slocum reviewed the property and they know what has to be done.

Mr. Knuchel:  He just wanted to make sure this was one of those things the Mayor was addressing.

Mr. Zontini:  He would like to make a point, and it is also pointed out by Mr. Lorence - more than just a month or two is needed to plan these things and, based on our experiences this year, we should put together specifications or a bid package – he would like to see this go out to two or three promoters on a bid and let them know exactly what we need and give them enough time to plan properly so we can all benefit.

Mayor Andrzejewski:  These things were put together very quickly.

Mr. Slocum: We cannot finalize specific dates until the Captains set their schedule.  He is in favor of charging a flat fee for use of the facilities – we need more standardized pricing.

Mayor Andrzejewski:  Promoters are not knocking down our doors – we have received good inquiries and we are more inclined to a flat rate.

Mr. Elshaw:  He is aware they are not knocking down the doors but it would be nice to see several promoters to look at for this.

Mayor Andrzejewski:  All have agreed it is a great location with good parking and ingress and egress.

There were no further questions of Mayor Andrzejewski. 

LAW DIRECTOR – Randy Klammer

Mr. Klammer:  He had nothing to report and he was open for questions.

There were no questions of Mr. Klammer.

FINANCE DIRECTOR – Mike Slocum

Mr. Slocum:  The recycling bids were received by the County – the lowest proposal would have the City paying $1.67 per month for each household which is an increase from $.69 per month – this would take us from $57,000 to $140,000.  He has spoken with the County’s Chris Hodges and it was discussed that we would not be looking a curbside recycling – he will be attending a meeting on November 8th to discuss the centralized pickup of the recycling.

The income tax collection in September was under budget by about $122,000 – we were over budget this month by $45,000 – this is a year to date positive variance of $84,000 – we are within about $1,000 of being where we should be. This concluded his report and he was open for questions.

Mr. Elshaw:  Is the cost for central recycling –0-?

Mr. Slocum:  That is one of the things that will be discussed – from his understandings the County is committed to subsidizing the City in the amount of $1.00 per resident which is about $7,000 per month – that should be enough to cover that cost – he will know more next week.

There were no further questions of Mr. Slocum.

TAX ADMINISTRATOR – Angela Keneven-Zanella

Mrs. Keneven-Zanella:  As Mr. Slocum has said, our collections this month have increased over the prior month with a good portion being due to the change of House Bill 718 which changed the due date for some.  At the present, the Tax Department is finalizing some recommended ordinance changes to present to the Ordinance Committee as well as the forms to be used next tax season – there have been no great changes.  We are also looking at streamlining some of our procedures, as we are overwhelmed with the work we have to do.  We are also working with a new collection agency for delinquent taxes – they will work out well for the City and may be more aggressive than past agencies.  Mr. Zontini is familiar with them and feels they will do a good job with the City.

Under economic development – she was invited to attend a preliminary presentation of the Coastal Planning Committee’s program that is being put together with the Kent State Urban Design Center – it was very interesting – she has invited all members of the Economic Community Development Council to attend it – they will be pleased to see the presentation and the suggestions for Eastlake – it will be an eye opener.  This concluded her report and she was open for questions.

Mayor Andrzejewski:  Please explain our delinquent tax program.

Mrs. Keneven-Zanella:  With the approval of the Law Director and Assistant Law Director – she is writing up criminal complaints herself in an attempt to move the process more quickly – she has also been working with the Willoughby Court system to ensure they have time to review the cases – we will be looking at the worst offenders and minor offenders – the taxpayers that have large outstanding bills will be taken to Court.  We will keep track of the monies received from both programs and monitor them.

Mayor Andrzejewski: This is the message we want to send – that we are serious about collecting past due taxes.

Mrs. Keneven-Zanella:  She would like to congratulate Mr. Semik on his appointment – he does a wonderful job and will be a great asset.

Mr. Zontini:  Mr. Weiner is well respected in the industry – they are efficient and good at what they do.  He noticed only Mr. Slocum signed the contract – the Charter provides that the Mayor also signs the contract.

Mr. Klammer: We will get both signatures – it has come to Council for approval.

Mr. Zontini:  We are not giving them a contract above $12,500.

Mr. Slocum:  We can control how much they can earn.  One test case had a finding of guilty and it was ordered that he tax payment in the amount of $1,200 be brought current within two weeks or the 180 day jail sentence would not be suspended.

Mr. Elshaw:  This will be forwarded to Finance Committee and it is assumed this will go over $12,500 but this has already been agreed to.

Mr. Slocum:  It is month-to-month – they cannot go above $12,500 if he does not let it – he would get Council’s approval.

Mr. Elshaw:  And, the Mayor would sign off on it.

There were no further questions of Mrs. Keneven-Zanella.

CITY ENGINEER – Steve Guard

Mr. Guard:  A meeting was held with the Ohio Department of Transportation for Classic Plaza Park which went very well – all the paperwork was completed quickly. This concluded his report and he was open for questions.

There were no questions of Mr. Guard.

POLICE CHIEF – John  Ruth

Chief Ruth was absent and excused.  

FIRE CHIEF – Richard Sabo

Fire Chief Sabo was absent and excused.

SERVICE DIRECTOR – Mike Semik

Mr. Semik:  The leaf collection was postponed by one week – the residents were notified on Channel 12 – this provided an opportunity to be sure the equipment is running correctly.  It also provided an opportunity to patch S.R. 91 from Lakeshore to the Willoughby line and back.  The catch basin repairs on Morris was completed.  (Mr. Semik’s comments could not be clearly understood) They also are asphalting the driveway at Taft School.  The Sewer Department is continuing with catch basin cleaning – Willowick Drive, Reeves Road (Mr. Semik’s comments could not be clearly understood) – all the catch basins have been flushed – the Sewer Department has been doing a great job.  A new watermain was installed at Eastlawn.  An informative package was sent to Council and the Mayor on the De-Ice 55 program – this will save salt – this involves the use of an additive made from beets which will permit the salt to stay longer on the road and the usage of less salt – this is a test period – the mains on Lakeshore and Vine Street have been designated for monitoring. This concluded his report and he was open for questions.

Additional Comments:

Mayor Andrzejewski:  We should touch on the regionalization event we attended last Saturday.

It was important for Lake County – we had a good representation from Council – Mr. Slocum was there.  Ideas were discussed and the Mayor’s and Manager’s Association will review them to see if they will work – it was designed to save money.

Mr. Elshaw:  He thought it went very well – the big issue for him was the attitude of cooperation – that is what it will take – it will take the right attitude from all Cities, including the County, to make it work – we will see how it goes.

Mr. Lajeunesse:  Based on Mr. Elshaw’s comments, it does take time for things to evolve – Willowick Councilman Mr. Bondi had a meeting a few years ago about regionalization – it takes time and effort and teamwork and is something all Cities need to seriously look at.

Mayor Andrzejewski:  It was a first step in identifying ideas, cooperation, working together, saving money – he was pleased to see we were one of the more represented City’s there.

Mr. Elshaw:  Will they be sending information on the results?

Mayor Andrzejewski:  Everyone who attended the meeting should get the results – if not, he will pass his along.

Mr. Lajeunesse:  A year and one half ago he toured the City with Mr. Semik to see the needs of the City – he has learned a lot since then – we appreciate the memo’s provided by Mr. Semik to Council and we look forward to more.  Thank you for that education.

ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 8:21 p.m.



______​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​______________________________________



BRYAN J. LAJEUNESSE, COUNCIL PRESIDENT

APPROVED: _______________________

ATTEST:   ________________________

                 DEBORAH A. CENDROSKI, CMC        

 
CLERK OF COUNCIL 
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