 
   EASTLAKE CITY COUNCIL

        REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

        MARCH 23, 2004

The Regular Meeting of the Eastlake City Council was held at Eastlake City Hall, 35150 

Lake Shore Boulevard.  The Meeting was called to order by Council President Mr. Hillier at approximately 7:33 p.m.  

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mr. Razov. 

ATTENDEES

Members of Council in attendance were: Mr. Razov, Mrs. Curtis, Mr. Mahler, Mr. Andrzejewski, Mr. Lajeunesse, Mr. Spinner and Council President Mr. Hillier. Also attending was Council Clerk Mrs. Cendroski.  

Those attending from the Administration were Law Director Mr. Klammer, Finance Director Mr. Masterson, Service/Recreation Director Mr. Philipp, and City Engineer Mr. Guard. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING TO ADJOURN INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION – March 9, 2004

MOTION: Mrs. Curtis moved to approve the minutes of the Special Council Meeting to adjourn into Executive Session held on March 9, 2004.  Mr. Spinner seconded.

ROLL CALL:
 Yeas unanimous

Motion carried.  The minutes were approved.

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING –  March 9, 2004

MOTION: Mrs. Curtis moved to approve the minutes of the Regular Council meeting held on March 9, 2004.  Mr. Spinner seconded.

ROLL CALL:
 Yeas unanimous

Motion carried.  The minutes were approved.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT - Mr. Hillier

Meetings Scheduled

Mr. Hillier stated that the Council-as-a-Whole Committee Meeting would be scheduled for Tuesday, April 13, 2004 at 7:00 p.m. at City Hall and the Regular Council Meeting would be held on Tuesday, April 13, 2004 at 7:30 p.m. at City Hall. 

Mr. Hillier explained that the Finance Committee Meeting for Budget Review is scheduled for Wednesday, March 24, 2004 at 6:00 p.m. 

COUNCIL PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS

Council President Mr. Hillier stated:



“Several weeks ago a Finance Committee meeting was held immediately following the Council meeting.  A lot of discussion was held and a lot of frustrations were being felt by everybody – I know a lot of you out there in the gallery and some members up here on Council, including myself were very frustrated and in the process of the meeting going on I said something that appeared the very next morning in the newspaper and when I read that quote attributed to myself I cringed.  I always pride myself on trying to be professional and I spoke something I was thinking and I shouldn’t have said it.  I apologized to the Mayor the next day when I saw him and I am sharing that with you now so you know I made the apology. I always try to be professional and I will try to conduct myself in the future without thinking my thoughts out loud.



There have been a million and one rumors circulating this City – I have received phone calls from friends and people I don’t know who are residents asking for confirmation on these rumors – rumors are rumors – there is an old saying “believe half of what you see and none of what you hear” but there is also one that says “where there is smoke there is fire.”  I can’t help what the rumors are and you have all heard many of them – regardless of what the rumors may be this Council must act as though nothing is wrong – that the rumors don’t exist – and we must make decisions based upon information presented to us and we will.




I also want to touch on something else – government responsibilities.  The Mayor administrates the budget – Council approves the budget and performs legislative activity – Council is not in the practice of hiring and firing – it is not our position to go into the government – the Administration and start picking who should be here and who shouldn’t – not that we are being asked to but the Mayor’s function is to administer the budget – he is in charge of all hiring – he is in charge of all firing – he is involved in all operational day to day activities at City Hall – he is the full time employee who has that responsibility.  This Council does not have that responsibility and we received phone calls, myself included, from people who expect Council to do something about something – whatever that something may be.  Everyone has an idea of what should happen.  I have an idea of how government should operate and each member on this Council has an idea as to how government should operate and how in particular this City Hall should operate.  However, none of us were elected to be the Mayor – you elected Mayor DiLiberto to administer the City and through his day to day functions as Mayor that is exactly what he is doing.  If he is not doing the job the way some people feel that he should be – he runs for office in two years and this Council will run for office in two years and in four years for the Ward Councilman.  It is not our position to get involved in the day to day operations of departments.  We approve a budget and the Mayor has to administer that budget and that is how the government is laid out – that is how the Charter spells it out and that is how we must conduct ourselves.”

COMMUNICATIONS & PETITIONS

A communication was received from Art Iacofano, Director of the Lake County Department of Job and Family Services that the City of Eastlake recognize April, 2004 as Child Abuse Prevention Month.  This was referred to Safety Committee.

A Fee Waiver Request was received from the National Federation of the Blind for use of the Community Center on Saturday, August 7, 2004 for its Low Vision Heath Fair. This was referred to Recreation Committee.

A communication was received from the WPCC regarding an amendment to City Ordinance 939.21(h) “Discharge Prohibitions.”  This was referred to Ordinance Committee.

A communication was received from City Engineer Mr. Guard regarding Change Order No. 1 and Pay Request No. 4 – Final for CMC Electric for work on the Vine Street, Phase II, Landscape Improvements.  This was referred to Finance Committee.

A communication was received from the Administration regarding a proposed Ordinance to prohibit any and all motorized off road vehicles in parks. Mr. Hillier explained that City Ordinance 377.03 “Code Application; Prohibited Operation” is already enacted and seems to contain the verbiage needed to protect the property, adding that he sent a memorandum to the Mayor’s office this date requesting the Police Department be very active in enforcing this Ordinance.  Mr. Hillier explained that this specifically involves the Syracuse property, which the City purchased last year – residents have complained about the property being used by ATVs and other vehicles.  He and Mr. Lajeunesse spent about an hour and a half in the rain on Saturday walking through there and seeing the destruction that has taken place and it is rather severe.  There was an Ordinance suggested by Service/Recreation Director Mr. Philipp, but after looking into this further it appears that the Ordinance on the books already does address this and we will have to go to the Administration and request that signs be posted at the entrances to the properties and around the area, specifically sighting the Ordinance – the Ordinance sights violations of $50.00 to $500.00 and it would encompass all of that.  Mr. Hillier asked Mr. Philipp if, in the absence of the Mayor, he would look into having this issue addressed?

A communication was received from the Administration regarding documentation involving the proposed sale of various City properties. This was referred to Finance Committee.

A donation request was received from the North High School Decathlon Team.

Mr. Hillier explained that this is for each individual Councilperson’s individual consideration.

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS

RECREATION COMMITTEE – Mr. Razov

Mr. Razov stated that the Recreation Committee has not met since the last Regularly scheduled Council meeting.  Mr. Razov stated that there are two fee waiver requests pending in Committee and he would be in touch with the Clerk to schedule a Recreation Committee meeting. 

Mr. Razov stated that this concluded his report and that he was open for questions.

There were no questions of Mr. Razov.

PLANNING COMMITTEE - Mr. Mahler
Mr. Mahler reported that the Planning Committee met on March 16, 2004 and reviewed ten Conditional Use Permit Renewal requests – the first being for EE Controls, 115 Forest Drive – Mr. Randolph of EE Controls was present and he had no objections to the conditions of the permit.  Mr. Mahler explained that the City had no objections to all ten renewals.  Mr. Mahler further stated that also in attendance was Mr. Douglas Freeman of Sears Hardware on Vine Street and that Mr. Freeman had no objections to the conditions of the permit.  Mr. Mahler stated that the weather was very inclement and there was no one present for the balance of the permits.  Mr. Mahler stated that all ten renewals were approved and he would be making the following Motions:

Conditional Use Permit Renewals

MOTION:  I hereby move to approve the Conditional Use Permit Renewal Requests for:

Donald Austin, Auctioneer, 34090 Oak Knoll Avenue, Eastlake.  

Gary’s Creative Jewelry, 35341 East Shore Drive, Eastlake.

Discount Drug Mart, 34100 Vine Street, Eastlake.

Page Massotherapy, 356 Waterbury Drive, Eastlake.

EE Controls, 115 Forest Drive, Eastlake.

Bullseye Dart Shop, Inc., 950 Erie Road, Eastlake.

Final Score Sports Bar, 33329 Vine Street, Eastlake.

Sears Hardware, 34225 Vine Street, Eastlake.

KTS Creations, 726 Quentin Road, Eastlake.

Every Tire & Wheel, 34815 Vine Street, Eastlake.

Mr. Spinner seconded.

ROLL CALL:
 Yeas unanimous

Motion carried.  The Conditional Use Permit Renewal Requests were approved.

Additional Comments
Mr. Mahler further reported that the Committee also discussed one liquor transfer request for Convenient Food Mart, 34556 Lakeshore Blvd., Eastlake to Ponam, Inc., dba Convenient Food Mart, 34556 Lakeshore Blvd., Eastlake, adding that the Administration had no objections – it was suggested that we move forward with this matter, and he ould be making the following Motion:

Liquor License Transfer Request

MOTION:  I hereby move to approve, and send back to Columbus, Ohio with no objections, the Liquor License Transfer Request from Bhramani Corp. dba Convenient Food Mart, 34556 Lakeshore Blvd., Eastlake to Ponam, Inc., dba Convenient Food Mart, 34556 Lakeshore Blvd., Eastlake.  Mr. Spinner seconded.
ROLL CALL:
 Yeas unanimous

Motion carried.  The Liquor License Transfer Request were approved.

Additional Comments

Mr. Mahler explained that this concluded the Planning Committee meeting, adding that he would be scheduling a Planning Committee meeting for Tuesday, April 6, 2004 at 6:00 p.m. where discussion will be held on the Vine Street 20-20 Project.  Mr. Mahler stated that he was open for questions.

There were no questions of Mr. Mahler.

FINANCE COMMITTEE – Mr. Spinner

Mr. Spinner stated that a Finance Committee was held, but he was out of town and Mr. Mahler chaired the meeting, adding that Mr. Mahler would be giving the report.

Mr. Spinner stated that he would like to put on record his congratulations to the North High School’s Academic Decathlon Team for winning the State Championship for the seventh time in the last nine years – they are to be congratulated for that and they will be going to Boise, Idaho to represent the State of Ohio the week of April 12th – our City Engineer’s daughter, Jessica, is on the team and she is to be congratulated for her performance – it is a tremendous honor for our high school and this City to be representing the State of Ohio at the National Convention.  Mr. Spinner reminded all that the team is having a spaghetti dinner on April 7th at 5:30 p.m. to help support the team’s attendance at Boise, Idaho.

Mr. Spinner stated that there is a Budget Hearing scheduled for tomorrow, March 24, 2004 at 6:00 p.m. – it is the monthly Budget Hearing and is open to the public in Council Chambers.

Additional Comments

Mr. Mahler explained that the first item to be discussed at the Finance Committee meeting was the Laketran Regional Transit Authority – this is our contract with Laketran where they will be using a small piece of property at the stadium by the Lake County Visitor’s Bureau – this will be for the Park n Ride and is a waiting area – this is why we are receiving the Federal funds for the baseball stadium – Laketran and the City are very excited about bringing Laketran into the City – the hours are from 5:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. so that it would not interfere with the games – it is a five year contract and the Committee confirmed there was a renewal of five years – it will not affect parking for the ballgames – the buses would run from Monday through Friday – this matter us approved and is on the evening’s agenda as Legislation No. 03-24-(01).    

Mr. Mahler reported that the next item to be discussed was the new Recovery Plan following the levy defeat – discussions were held regarding the defeat of the levy and the fact that we need money and help – the only way we can go is to the citizens of the City – a number of situations were discussed – discussion was held about refinancing the City’s debt as well as garbage pickup and the levy itself.  Mr. Masterson presented a proposal to charge $13.00 per month for trash collection, but upon review it was decided to charge $12.00 per month.  Mr. Mahler stated that discussion was held concerning the levy and the fact that it is a Safety Forces levy – it will cover police and fire personnel, vehicles, everything else in the safety forces – it is all inclusive for the safety forces – this will free up some of the General Fund monies that we need to get out of or try to work our way out of the fiscal situation we are in – the 2.3-mill levy will generate $6,200,745 over a five-year period which is roughly $1.2 per year and the City could borrow 10% the first year – this would be $620,275 – the money will be used strictly for the safety forces.  Mr. Mahler explained that the trash collection will bring in $763,000 and the debt refinancing will provide another $225,000 and with 10% of the levy we could see a reduction in the deficit of about $1.55 million for 2004.  Mr. Mahler stated that the Mayor stated he would like to see Council approve this at the next Regular meeting.  

Mr. Mahler stated that he wanted to reiterate Mr. Hillier’s comment – Council’s information is provided by the Administration.  Mr. Mahler stated that he would like to be the first person to compliment Mr. Hillier’s bending over backwards, along with the other Council people – but, it is not our job to set the budgets – it is our job to approve it – we are a legislative body – we are given facts and figures – we go “yes” – we go “no” – if you are given a balanced budget and you are told the funds are there – if you are told you have this amount for the budget and that is what is going to be expended – this is our responsibility – that is where our responsibility ends – we have gone beyond that and we are still trying to do everything we can do.  Mr. Mahler stated that he vows to do whatever he can to help with any presentation.

Mr. Mahler referred to the trash collection, stating that Mr. Masterson advised that the trash collection could be rescinded if the levy passes and it generates $1.2 million per year – if all goes as planned for 2004 there would be a $1.5 million or $1.6 million deficit left at the end of the year – next year if we get the $1.2 million we will be at $350,000.

Mr. Mahler reported that, through their normal operations, the Safety forces comprise 54% of the General Fund – this is with two shifts of seven firefighters and one shift of eight firefighters – this should be at 45% of the General Fund in order for the Safety forces to function properly and ideally – we are operating below basic services right now – realistically the Safety forces budget would be $7,000,000 per year.

Mr. Mahler stated that the old operating levy would go away when it came up for renewal.  

Mr. Mahler stated that discussion was held about the Tax Department, adding that it was determined there would be a cost of $210,000 to $230,000 – it would cost us $240,000 to $280,000 to go outside for tax collection – we would also lose three months of monies flowing into the City by getting rid of the Tax Department because payments are held back by CCA and RITA – CCA or RITA does not go after delinquent accounts.  The Tax Department provided figures to show $500,000 in funds were generated because the Tax Department went after that – this would have been lost to the City.  Mr. Mahler explained that it would cost more to get rid of the Tax Department than it would to keep it.

Mr. Mahler stated that discussion was held concerning the Building Department and the services it provides to the people. Mr. Mahler explained that the Building Department is mandated by the Charter and any change in the Building Department would have to go to a vote of the people – closing the Building Department would take things away from the residents – it you wanted to put a fence up you would have to go to Painesville – if you want property changes you would have to go to Painesville – the Building Department provides a service to the people and it is a good service.

Mr. Mahler stated discussion was held about the time it would take to employ a new fireman – Chief Sabo explained that it would take about three months because of background checks and other procedures.

Mr. Mahler stated that Mrs. Curtis reminded all that the sewer levy retires in 2006 and the residents would actually be paying less money.

Mr. Mahler stated that there would be a lot of discussions during the upcoming presentations. 

Mr. Mahler stated that the two items on the evening’s agenda came out of the discussions of the Finance Committee meeting – the tax levy and the garbage collection.

Mr. Mahler stated that he was open for questions.

Additional Comments

Mr. Andrzejewski stated that he feels it is important that we stress to the residents that we all struggled with a solution to get us out of debt – there is no one on Council who wants to implement the garbage fee but we have to do something – the garbage fee will be for the rest of this year – that is provided that some of the other parts of the recovery plan are instituted – we are not looking at the garbage fee as a long term solution or something that will continue on – it is a short term solution to keep the State of Ohio out of our business – all of Council is in agreement that there will be many, many public hearings held on the levy issue to inform the residents exactly what is going on and to answer any and all of their questions so they understand what we are trying to do and how the solution came about and that its the least painful solution we found to get us out of this debt situation – we will answer any and all questions – we will be as forward as we can be to let all know what is going on and what will happen in the future.

Mr. Andrzejewski stated that if he was President of a company and his company was in financial distress and he had to help find solutions to the problems he would not take a month long vacation – he would be facing the problems, helping with the solutions and take his vacation later. Mr. Andrzejewski stated that he felt all knew what he is referring to- it is not very appropriate that the person who should be running the City is not here when we need him to be here attending these meetings – if it was his company that particular leader would not be around anymore.

Mr. Andrzejewski stated that as part of the solution, the residents should know that Council is in agreement that the stadium financing situation will be addressed – will be fully covered and that we are going to work on this to find a solution – it was clear before that the residents will not pass anything until they fully understand and accept that we find a solution to the problem of financing stadium – there has been constructive work done with Mr. Masterson, Council President Mr. Hillier and the other members of Council – we do have ideas and plans and there are a couple of things that look like they will fall into place and we will pursue those items to make sure they do fall in place – the end result has to be that the money coming in from the stadium sources – the rent, the towers- all of that – equals the money we are paying out as far as notes and bonds – you have our assurances that those things will be addressed as part of this recovery plan.

Mr. Andrzejewski stated that there is a lot of discussion and debate at the meetings – there is a lot of thought put into this recovery plan – it was not just let’s take the old plan and throw it back on the ballot – what will be presented over the course of time are what he feels are good, concrete solutions to our problems – as leaders we have to come up with some solutions and we have to come up with solutions that are acceptable to the City and to the residents.  Mr. Andrzejewski stated that the residents need to know that Council is doing more than they need to do – we are actually coming up with the solutions – Mr. Masterson has given us some good direction and some good thoughts but we are coming up with the solutions.  Mr. Andrzejewski stated that all know who he is referring to who should be coming up with the solutions and the residents need to know that we have taken the bull by the horns – we are not sitting back letting the City go under – we are starting to take action on our own that we don’t have to do but we are willing to do it.

Mr. Hillier addressed Mr. Andrzejewski, stating with all due respect, every bit of this is our job – we are doing our job and we are doing it to a degree. Mr. Andrzejewski stated –more so.  Mr. Hillier agreed, stating that previous Councils as far back as anyone can remember have not had to deal with as much – but these are strenuous times – we will get through this – everyone is working hard – we have to work on this together.

There were no further questions or comments.

ORDINANCE COMMITTEE  - Mr. Andrzejewski

Mr. Andrzejewski stated that the Ordinance Committee has not met since the last regularly scheduled Council meeting due to all the other meetings being held – the Committee will probably meet before the next meeting because there are items pending in his Committee.  Mr. Andrzejewski stated that he would be in touch with the Clerk as to scheduling a meeting.

There were no questions of Mr. Andrzejewski.

SERVICE/UTILITIES COMMITTEE - Mr. Lajeunesse 
Mr. Lajeunesse welcomed all to the meeting, stating that the Service/Utilities Committee has not met since the last regularly scheduled meeting.  Mr. Lajeunesse stated that he received communication from the Health Department in regards to the inadequate septic tanks on North Parkway and he believes that he and Mr. Andrzejewski, Mr. Guard and Mr. Philipp will be getting together sometime soon to discuss those matters, adding that he has already received a call from a resident on this matter.  

Mr. Lajeunesse stated that he is already the City liaison for the Port Authority – they are requesting $5,000 from the budget for dredging – he will work with the Port Authority to obtain this money.  Mr. Lajeunesse stated that $5,000 is a fraction of what is needed to dredge the river – the cost is somewhere between $100,000 and $200,000. 

Mr. Lajeunesse stated that he is a very good friend of Dale Chample who is the new President of the Laketran Board – they would like to renew and highlight their role in this community and he believes that Laketran will be a success especially with the Park n Ride – they have already begun to work with the Chamber of Commerce – LakeTran will be play a prominent role in our Community and with the businesses here, not only on Vine Street but Lakeshore Blvd. as well.  

Mr. Lajeunesse stated, based on Mr. Hillier’s comments in regards to Council’s role in City government, he thinks this is an important issue – he – like all present is a resident – before he got on Council he did not know all that was involved and all that City government is about but he can state that in the last fourteen or fifteen months he has learned a lot.  Mr. Lajeunesse stated that he is disheartened that the Mayor is not here with us – this is a very crucial time in the history of Eastlake and he is asking the residents to work with this Council and the Administration to move this City in a positive direction.

Mr. Lajeunesse stated that this concluded his report and that he was open for questions.

Additional Comments

Mr. Hillier stated that there have been a couple of comments concerning the Mayor, adding that he is not here to defend the man – the Mayor can defend himself.  Mr. Hillier stated that in his opinion he has done a terrific job in leading the City over the years  - he made a major change – we have fallen on tough times and we will get through these tough times – the Mayor is on vacation – he is entitled to a vacation – he is not here – he will be back one day next week for an Executive Session – he is keeping in touch running his office.

There were no questions of Mr. Lajeunesse.

SAFETY COMMITTEE - Mrs. Curtis

Mrs. Curtis stated that the Safety Committee has not met since the last regularly scheduled Council meeting – on March 13, 2004 she and Chief Sabo attended a Lake County seminar of all the Police Chiefs and Fire Chiefs in Lake County along with other safety forces – discussion was held as to how services could be combined – how we could do group purchases – there were some very good ideas. Mrs. Curtis stated that she is happy to say that some of the items discussed are happening – like Fire and Police Departments covering adjoining Cities to help out.  Mrs. Curtis stated that there was a lot of good information provided and she is getting a tape of the presentation for Council or anyone else to review.  
Mrs. Curtis stated this concluded her report, adding that she will be scheduling a Safety Committee meeting in conjunction with Mr. Razov’s Recreation Committee meeting.

There were no questions of Mrs. Curtis.

Additional Comments

Mr. Hillier referred to Mr. Lajeunesse’s comments about the North Parkway issue and explained that he received a communication from the Administration in which he was requested to move forward with this – this is a function of the Mayor’s office and he will refer this back to his office – on his return he can address this and the meetings will proceed with those residents unless the Health Department pushes the issue first.

RECOGNITION OF THE PUBLIC 
Mr. Hillier recognized the public input at this time; he reminded the speakers that there is a 3-minute limit for their comments, all comments are to be directed to the Chair and not include any personalities or individuals.

Please note that the following comments have been transcribed as accurately as possible, however, some comments may not appear due to the inability to understand the speaker.

Indra Shah, Eastlake, 577 St. Lawrence Blvd., Eastlake

Mr. Shah stated that he talked to many of the Council members in order to understand the present situation and he has the following observations to make.  He believes that there is a greater disconnect than between the Council and the Administration – the disconnect between the citizens of Eastlake and the Council and Administration – it appears to him that one message the citizens are sending – you are not listening – the message is very simple – these are very hard times and we are all together trying to solve the problems but if you are going to ask us to pay $800,000 of garbage fees and on top of it you are going to ask us to pay $6,000,000 over five years when your deficit is $3.2 million – in these times it is asking us to do impossible things – the levy was defeated by 2-1 – you are now asking us to pay $800,000 in garbage fees and on top of it you are asking us to collect $6,000,000 over five years – he can understand and he would be very willing to solve the deficit problem of $3.2 million – that is an absolute necessity and he can buy that.  It is very simple – he has found out on his own that this levy does not have to be for five years – under 5709.19 it can be for any number of years not exceeding five years – if you put back the 2.98-mill levy you would have created $1.6 million a year for two years (comments could not be understood).  You go to the people to relieve the $3.2 million deficit in two years – that will solve the deficit and if you take $225,000 or more from the refinancing benefit (comments could not be understood) – that you have collected $176,000 – if you take $300,000 which is 10% of this levy he is proposing – you have a million dollars in properties that you are going to sell and if (comments could not be understood) cut 5% across the board it would create a tremendous (comments could not be understood) the people that we are all together – according to his calculations on all these savings it comes to $1.5 million - $2 million – that will take you out of the budget situation right away and if you go to the people and listen to the people – we all want to solve the deficit problem but these are not the times when you can ask people to pay $800,000 of garbage fee on top of you want to collect $6,000,000 for five years when there is no necessity to access five years and he is a conservative guy and he belongs to the Republican party for a reason and he is not going to give money that you don’t need because you (comments could not be understood) to spend – that is what created the whole mess to begin with – he is not expressing his own personnel feelings – he is expressing the input of the people.
Cindy Garrett, 360 Parkway Drive, Eastlake

Mrs. Garrett introduced Juanita McGrande, 1237 Waverly Road, Eastlake.  Mrs. Garrett stated that she is present to represent the swim team – she is getting some mixed messages from the Council and the Recreation Department as to whether or not the City pools will stay open – she would like to ask once again that Council considers keeping the pools open and make some decisions – she understands it is not up to the Council directly but the Administration to do that – the pools affect other Communities and other places too – the swim team is part of a suburban swim league that is ten teams – they are all the surrounding communities – our next meeting is in a couple of weeks and they want to know whether or not Eastlake is going to be swimming – we understand there is some alternative routes if we don’t have a pool but she is hoping they can go in a couple of weeks and say we will be there.

Juanita McGrande, 1237 Waverly Road, Eastlake

Ms. McGrande presented approximately 32 signatures of Eastlake residents who don’t want the pools to close – they have children who are involved in swim team – children that need that type of recreation – if the pool goes away in the summertime the kids are going to be in the street even more – the pools are used to an extensive amount of time – they are necessary for the children – there is nothing else for them to do around the City unless they have their own private pools – not all children in Eastlake have a pool –it gets pretty hot in Ohio.

Cindy Garrett, 360 Parkway Drive, Eastlake

Mrs. Garrett stated that she would like to make a comment about some of the revenue being raised to help the ballpark – the billboards, the cell towers to help the ballpark – the residents have been there for the ballpark – we have supported the ballpark – she thought there was going to be some give and take – she hopes it is realized that if the City closes the pool and does some of those kind of things you are not going to support the ballpark like we want – the ballpark is doing great – we want to keep positive things in Eastlake.

Tom Burd, 34643 Iris Lane, Eastlake

Mr. Burd stated that listening to what is going on this evening has given him a lot better light of what Council is up against – he feels different about what Council has to go through and he appreciates it a lot more than before.  Mr. Burd apologized to Mr. Hillier, stating that he was not kind on Election Day.  Mr. Burd stated that he is a senior citizen on a fixed income – there are a lot of us out here – we constantly see levies come on the ballot – it seems like the Mayor has done a lot of great things for the City but like Mr. Andrzejewski stated – if he, as a private individual or a business person, have run into a deficit – is bankrupt – he can’t constantly see someone who does not want to listen – why has there been no cuts yet to reduce the deficit – it is a hard thing to do but has to be done to get under the budget – you have to make unfortunate cuts – the money has to stop someplace or other – it is not stopping – as a citizen he feels for the City – he does not want to see things happen either but when someone does not want to listen to cut off funding and reduce it how are you going to support a levy .  Mr. Burd stated in good conscious he can’t – he can’t support any levy when you don’t see anymore cutbacks from the Administration – he is not going to support a levy  - it has to stop – it should not have got this far in the first place – it is all hindsight but – it was stated there is a State Law – why is it not adhered to – do you have to put something on the City ballot to prevent this from happening again – anyone can run a business whenever the times are good – it has to stop when things are not going the way they were in the past.  Mr. Burd stated in good faith he cannot support the levy at all – the one that is supposed to be listening is not getting the message at all – since the levy failed there has been no reduction whatsoever to reduce the deficit anymore.

Bob Sprowls, 35245 Roberts Road, Eastlake

 Mr. Sprowls stated that he wanted to commend the contractor who is doing the work on Roberts Road – they are doing a good job keeping traffic moving and keeping it safe – that is more than what he can say for what he sees here. Mr. Sprowls stated that he does not know who to believe – you read the papers and you see different things – you talk to Council and you hear different things – you wanted us to vote on more money – we turned it down – you change the amount and the wording and you are coming back again. Mr. Sprowls stated his vote was “no” last time – you and the past Administration got us into this mess – even though everyone was not here at the present time – maybe you are part of the solution – he hopes so.  Mr. Sprowls stated he did not know how much farther to go – the stadium is part of our problem otherwise it would not be part of the solution – this was denied all along – but it is there – part of the recovery plan is refinancing monies for the stadium – but the stadium was never a problem.  Mr. Sprowls stated he said “no” the last time more money was wanted – he would say “no” again.

Ron Macks, 35577 Hobbie Drive, Eastlake

Mr. Macks stated that he wrote all members of Council a two and one half page letter explaining his point of view – this is the first Council meeting he has attended in 35 years of living in Eastlake – he has supported every levy – every fire and school levy in those 35 years – his impression this evening is that many of Council, if not all, are concerned about one thing – that is bringing the State of Ohio in here to audit the books – when they do come in maybe the truth will come out – when the truth comes out he will support the levy or whatever has to be done but until they do that he will not support any levy.

There was no one else who wished to speak.

(1) LEGISLATION PROPOSED - First number will be 2004-027







RESOLUTION NO.: 03-23-(01)

A Resolution authorizing and directing the Mayor and Director of Finance to enter into a “Lease Agreement” between the City of Eastlake and Laketran Regional Transit Authority for the purpose of providing a Transit Center at the Minor League Baseball Stadium, and declaring an emergency.

was introduced and read for the first time.

MOTION:  Mr. Mahler moved to suspend the rules requiring three separate readings and reading in full.  Mr. Spinner seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

MOTION:  Mr. Mahler moved to adopt.  Mr. Spinner seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Resolution No. 2004-027.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_

ADVANCE \d3

ADVANCE \u3











ORDINANCE NO.: 03-23-(02)

An Ordinance amending City Ordinance Chapter 965 “Garbage and Refuse Collection” of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Eastlake to include new Section 965.16 “Cost of Garbage and Refuse Collection”,  and declaring an emergency.

was introduced and read for the first time.

MOTION:  Mr. Mahler moved to suspend the rules requiring three separate readings and reading in full.  Mr. Spinner seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas:  Mr. Mahler, Mr. Spinner, Mrs. Curtis, Mr. Andrzejewski,




 Mr. Lajeunesse,  Mr. Hillier.



 Nays:  Mr. Razov 

MOTION:  Mr. Mahler moved to adopt.  Mr. Spinner seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas:  Mr. Mahler, Mr. Spinner, Mrs. Curtis, Mr. Andrzejewski,




 Mr. Lajeunesse,  Mr. Hillier.



 Nays:  Mr. Razov 

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Ordinance No. 2004-028.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_

ADVANCE \d3

ADVANCE \u3





RESOLUTION NO: 03-23-(03)

A Resolution declaring it Necessary to Levy an Additional 2.3 -Mill Tax Levy and Requesting the Lake County Auditor to Certify the Total Current Tax Valuation of the City and the Dollar Amount of Revenue that would be generated by that additional Levy, and declaring an emergency.

was introduced and read for the first time.

MOTION:  Mr. Mahler moved to suspend the rules requiring three separate readings and reading in full.  Mr. Spinner seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas:  Mr. Mahler, Mr. Spinner, Mrs. Curtis, Mr. Lajeunesse,  

                                    Mr. Hillier.



 Nays:  Mr. Razov, Mr. Andrzejewski 

Motion denied. Legislation No. 03-23-(03) is placed on First Reading.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_

ADVANCE \d3

ADVANCE \u3
LEGISLATION PENDING

There was none.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

There was none.

NEW BUSINESS

There was none.
ADMINSTRATIVE REPORTS

MAYOR/SAFETY DIRECTOR – Dan DiLiberto

Mayor DiLiberto was not present.

LAW DIRECTOR – Randy Klammer

Mr. Klammer stated that he had no report for the evening, but he would like to clarifiy something that was stated earlier – the levy as proposed in the evening’s legislation is to raise funds for the purposes of the Safety Forces – that money would be placed in a special fund – the law restricts transfer of special fund monies to General Fund monies – the impression was that there is a lack of trust with the Council – they have done a good job in devising a levy that would eliminate the discretion so that they are required by law to us the monies for the purposes of the Safety Forces – this is an important point that everyone should be aware of.  Mr. Klammer addressed Mr. Andrzejewski, stating that he would be forwarding information and ordinances on land use.

Mr. Klammer stated that the Mayor did make the request that the Auditor come in to perform the audit prior to the time they would customarily perform the yearly audit.

Mr. Klammer stated that he was open for questions.

There were no questions of Mr. Klammer.

FINANCE DIRECTOR – Jack Masterson

Finance Director Mr. Masterson stated that he had nothing to report – they are preparing for the upcoming Budget Hearing. Mr. Masterson stated that he was open for questions.

There were no questions of Mr. Masterson.

SERVICE/RECREATION DIRECTOR – Bill Philipp

Service/Recreation Director Mr. Philipp stated that they had a meeting this date with the Lake County Health Department and inspected the Landfill – the capping has been completed and the final grading will be done during the summer dry months – the Lake MetroParks will be doing the final seeding and we will provide the straw for the covering – the final layer of grass will complete our operation – the EPA and the Health Department require a 30-year maintenance after closure – this was officially closed in the 1980’s so we still have another 10 years to keep an eye on the landfill.  Mr. Philipp stated that they were preparing the soccer fields this week and next week they will start a full schedule.  Mr. Philipp stated that people are getting used to the one way traffic on Roberts Road and it is progressing pretty well.  Mr. Philipp stated that in 1995 there were 38 employees in the Service Department – we used part-timers to cut grass and help out – today we have 20 and we don’t use any part-timers – we had to come to that number to meet the current budget – Recreation has had similar cuts.

Mr. Philipp stated he was open for questions.

Additional Comments

Mr. Hillier asked Mr. Philipp to address the pool situation?  Mr. Philipp stated that as long as the pools are in the budget we would open the pools.  Mr. Hillier stated that he is glad to hear Mr. Philipp say this because the pools were in the budget – the pools were removed from the Mayor’s previous recovery plan – in order to get Council to support on the recovery plan one of the criteria that was met was keeping the pools open. Mr. Hillier stated that it was his full understanding that the pools were to remain open – he has heard rumors that the pools were closing but no one ever approached Council.   Mr. Hillier confirmed with Mr. Philipp that as far as he is aware the pools are budgeted and are remaining open.

Mr. Philipp stated that as long as the pools are in the budget they would continue on their way of opening the pools and keeping things moving.

Mrs. Curtis referred to a piece of property which is being considered for sale, adding that this property is where the Service Department currently has aggregate and other items stored for road repairs and stated that it has been suggested that this building is not needed.  Mrs. Curtis stated that she would like to know the exact cost of building a pole barn – how the materials would be moved and if there is sufficient storage room.  Mrs. Curtis stated that she is aware that there is not sufficient personnel to make the move and asked if there was a possibility of leasing part of the building or doing something else with that land other than selling it?  Mrs. Curtis asked if this was something that Finance Committee could look at or could Mr. Philipp look into this because she doesn’t see that it is a good option to sell this particular piece of property.  Mr. Philipp stated that right now the building is a vital part to their operation – it keeps a lot of things under cover – we store a lot of stone – we would have to move everything behind City Hall.

Mr. Hillier stated that he hated to interrupt, but this issue has been referred into Committee and all this information should be ready for discussion when the Committee meets.  Mr. Philipp stated that he would provide all the requested information.

CITY ENGINEER – Steve Guard

Mr. Guard stated that Roberts Road is moving along very well and is on schedule – the storm sewer installation is about 80% complete – the work is to be completed by the first of April – at that time the contractor will prepare for pavement removal operation. Mr. Guard referred to the Erie Road project that is being constructed in Willoughby, along with the new bridge, and explained that the intersection on St. Clair and Erie Streets will be under construction in two or three weeks – there will be a change of traffic pattern – traffic will be altered from two ways to one way – he is advising of this so the residents are aware of the change.  

Mr. Hillier asked which way the traffic would flow and if a sign could be placed?  Mr. Guard stated that the traffic would flow east only while the intersection is being improved.  Mr. Hillier asked Mr. Philipp if a sign could be erected at Erie Road and Lakeshore Blvd. to advise the residents?  Mr. Philipp explained that the contractor has all the signs – he would be in touch with the Contractor to erect a sign.

Mr. Guard stated that he has received a telephone call from Laura Kunz of the Lake County Health Department asking for a response from the City as to how the North Parkway situation would be approached and asked for direction to pass on to Ms. Kunz.

Mr. Hillier asked, in the Mayor’s absence, what is the time frame – the Mayor would be back next month.  Mr. Guard stated that he would request another thirty days to prepare a response.

There were no questions of Mr. Guard

HUMAN/FINANCE RESOURCE COORDINATOR – Donna Vaughn

Ms. Vaughn was not present.

ADJOURNMENT

Council President Mr. Hillier stated that, if there are no objections from Council, the meeting is adjourned.

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 8:41 p.m.
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