 
   EASTLAKE CITY COUNCIL

        REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

        JULY 13, 2004

The Regular Meeting of the Eastlake City Council was held at Eastlake City Hall, 35150 

Lake Shore Boulevard.  The Meeting was called to order by Council Vice President/Acting President Mr. Hillier at approximately 7:38 p.m.  

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mr. Mahler. 

RECOGNITION OF TIM KATO

Mayor Spinner and Council recognized Tim Kato for his quick assessment of an incident occurring on June 28, 2004 at Houston Fisher Pool.

RECOGNITION OF JENNIFER FOX

Mayor Spinner and Council recognized Jennifer Fox for her heroic actions as a lifeguard in rescuing a five-year old child at Houston-Fisher Pool on June 28, 2004.

ATTENDEES

Members of Council in attendance were: Mr. Mahler, Mrs. Curtis, Mr. Razov, Mr. Andrzejewski, Mr. Lajeunesse, Council President/Acting Mayor Mr. Spinner and Council Vice President/Acting President Mr. Hillier.  Also in attendance was Council-at-Large Appointee Mr. Elshaw. Also attending was Council Clerk Mrs. Cendroski.  

Those attending from the Administration were Law Director Mr. Klammer, Acting Finance Director Mr. Vuckovich, Service/Recreation Director Mr. Philipp, and City Engineer Mr. Guard. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING –  June 22, 2004

MOTION: Mrs. Curtis moved to approve the minutes of the Regular Council meeting held on June 22, 2004.  Mr. Lajeunesse seconded.

ROLL CALL:
 Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried.  The minutes were approved.

SPECIAL MEETING TO ADJOURN INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION – June 23, 2004

MOTION: Mrs. Curtis moved to approve the minutes of the Special Meeting to Adjourn into Executive Session held on June 23, 2004.  Mr. Lajeunesse seconded.

ROLL CALL:
 Yeas unanimous

Motion carried.  The minutes were approved.

COUNCIL VICE PRESIDENT/ACTING PRESIDENT’S REPORT - Mr. Hillier

Meetings Scheduled

Mr. Hillier stated that the Council-as-a-Whole Committee Meeting would be scheduled for Tuesday, August 24, 2004 at 7:00 p.m. at City Hall and the Regular Council Meeting would be held on Tuesday, August 24, 2004 at 7:30 p.m. at City Hall. 

Mr. Hillier stated that the Financial Planning and Supervision Committee meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, July 21, 2004 at 5:00 p.m. and a Finance Committee Meeting for Budget Review would be scheduled for July 21, 2004 at 5:30 p.m. 

Mr. Hillier reminded all the Council would be on break from July 17, 2004 through August 15, 2004.

COMMUNICATIONS & PETITIONS

Conditional Use Permit recommendations were received from the Planning Commission for Fleming Maintenance Company, 1555 E. 337th Street, Eastlake and WalMart #1863, 34440 Vine Street, Eastlake. This was referred to Planning Committee.

A request was received from Acting Finance Director Mr. Vuckovich to certify unpaid miscellaneous bills to the Lake County Auditor.  Mr. Hillier explained that this was discussed in Finance Committee and is on the evening’s agenda as Legislation 

No. 07-13-(02).

A communication was received from BG Borac Riverside Properties, LLC withdrawing its request for rezoning. This was referred to Planning Committee.

A Fee Waiver Request was received from the Eastlake Youth Softball League for use of Houston-Fisher Pool on Sunday, August 8, 2004 from Noon to 5:00 p.m.  This was referred to Recreation Committee.

A communication was received from the Planning Commission recommending a Conditional Use Permit for Barb’s Tax & Bookkeeping Service, 1315 East 354th Street, Eastlake. This was referred to Planning Committee.

A communication was received from Planning Commission recommending a Conditional Use Permit for Kordal Pastries & Coffee, 34900 Lakeshore Blvd., Unit 5A, Eastlake. This was referred to Planning Committee.

A Fee Waiver Request was received from the Eastlake Girl Scouts for use of the Community Center on Saturday, November 13, 2004 for a Craft Show. This was referred to Recreation Committee.

A communication was received from Assistant Building Administrator Mr. Nissen regarding an accessory structure request from Danyel & Gregory Rieth, 36077 Reeves Road, Eastlake. This was referred to Planning Committee.
A donation acceptance request was received for the Sunday in the Park Programs from Acting Finance Director Mr. Vuckovich.  Mr. Hillier explained that this was discussed in Council-as-a-Whole Committee and will be added to the evening’s agenda as Legislation No. 07-13-(05). 

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS

PLANNING COMMITTEE - Mr. Mahler
Mr. Mahler reported that the Planning Committee had not met since the last regularly scheduled Council meeting.  Mr. Mahler referred to a letter from Borac Riverside Properties, stating that basically they were withdrawing their request and, therefore, he was referring this matter out of Committee with no action taken.  Mr. Mahler stated he would be making the following Motion:

Legislative Recommendation

Legislation No. 07-13-(05)

MOTION:  I hereby move to add Legislation No. 07-13-(05) to the evening’s agenda authorizing and directing the Mayor and Director of Finance to accept a donation on behalf of the City, with said donation to be used for the “Sunday in the Park” Programs.

Mrs. Curtis seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

Motion Carried.  Legislation No. 07-13-(05) is added to the evening’s agenda.

Additional Comments

Mr. Mahler stated he would be scheduling a Planning Committee Meeting in the near future and he would consult with his Committee as to the date and time.

There were no further questions of Mr. Mahler.

FINANCE COMMITTEE – Mr. Hillier

Mr. Hillier explained the Finance Committee met on Wednesday, June 30, 2004 with himself, Mr. Andrzejewski and Mr. Mahler present from the Committee.  In attendance from Council were Mrs. Curtis, Mrs. Lajeunesse and Council-at-Large appointee Mr. Elshaw.  In attendance from the Administration was Mayor Spinner.  Mr. Hillier stated that a number of items addressed at the meeting appear on the evening’s legislation with the first being the Depositories Authorization – this was explained earlier by Mr. Vuckovich and authorizes going out for bids. Mr. Hillier explained that another matter discussed was the legislation regarding certification to the auditor of unpaid miscellaneous bills – the legislation appears on the evening’s agenda as Legislation No. 07-13-(02).  Mr. Hillier stated this concluded his report.

There were no questions of Mr. Hillier.

ORDINANCE COMMITTEE  - Mr. Andrzejewski

Mr. Andrzejewski stated that the Ordinance Committee had not met since the last regularly scheduled Council meeting due to other meetings being held – however, he would be scheduling a meeting for next week to continue the discussion of the accumulated sick time and accumulated vacation time and commented that the changes were already made for the Mayor’s office and they need to proceed and review what other Cities do within regard to the other Departments of the City.  Mr. Andrzejewski advised the Clerk he would be in touch as to a date and time for the meeting.

Mr. Andrzejewski stated he liked the presentation by the individuals from the County for the reason that he heard the word “planning” – this is something we need to do more of in the City rather than piece-mealing projects without a formal idea of what is to be done for a particular area.

Mr. Andrzejewski asked Mr. Mahler how he felt about the presentation?  Mr. Mahler confirmed the presentation was very good – it was nice not only to hear from the Lake County people but also the Watershed people.

Mr. Andrzejewski stated we have two tremendous assets – the Chagrin River and Lake Erie – over the years those areas have either been neglected or not pursued.  Mr. Andrzejewski stated he likes the idea of looking at the whole thing.

Mr. Mahler advised that Mr. Andrzejewski should also review the Lakeshore Development District, which also includes the Marine portion in the District.

Mr. Andrzejewski stated this concluded his report.

There were no questions of Mr. Andrzejewski.

SERVICE/UTILITIES COMMITTEE - Mr. Lajeunesse 
Mr. Lajeunesse welcomed all to the meeting and stated that the Service/Utilities Committee had not met since the last regularly scheduled meeting. Mr. Lajeunesse stated that he agreed with Mr. Andrzejewski – the Chagrin River Wathershed Partners presented an excellent presentation.  Mr. Lajeunesse stated he has been involved with two gentlemen over the last six months – Tom Rutledge and Mark Cain, who have brought these things to light in very detailed ways.  Mr. Lajeunesse stated we need to make sure we continue on that path to make sure we have a plan for the Lakeshore, Chagrin and Lake Erie areas.

Mr. Lajeunesse stated that he would like to review the Mayor’s salary at the Ordinance Committee meeting to insure all the wording is proper – we have three days prior to the deadline for petitions to make sure this is in place.

Mr. Andrzejewski asked the Clerk to add this to the agenda.  Mrs. Cendroski advised Mr. Andrzejewski that the matter of the Mayor’s salary is already in Ordinance Committee.

Mr. Lajeunesse stated this concluded his report and he was open for questions.

There were no questions of Mr. Lajeunesse.

SAFETY COMMITTEE - Mrs. Curtis

Mrs. Curtis stated that the Safety Committee had not met since the last regularly scheduled Council meeting and at this point she does not see the benefit of scheduling a meeting until after the election because the main item in Safety Committee is the Community Center and if we lose policemen it is doubtful that the project will move forward with PAL.  Mrs. Curtis stated this concluded her report.

 There were no questions of Mrs. Curtis.

RECREATION COMMITTEE – Mr. Razov

Mr. Razov stated the Recreation Committee has not met since the last regularly scheduled Council meeting and he did not have a formal report, although he did have a couple of concerns with the first being in regards to Mr. Andrzejewski’s Ordinance Committee meeting – he would like to add an issue to the agenda which is in regards to the late penalty charge for tax payment of $50.00.  Mr. Razov stated he received a call regarding a $2.66 shortage in a residents tax payment and the late charge of $50.00.  Mr. Razov stated this must be reviewed and it deserves discussion.

Mr. Razov stated he had another concern and addressed Service/Recreation Director Mr. Philipp.  Mr. Razov stated he has been receiving numerous calls regarding the conditions of the roads – particularly Iris Lane in Ward 2 as well as several others.  Mr. Razov stated he would provide a list of roads to Mr. Philipp following the meeting.  Mr. Razov stated discussion on Iris Lane was held about two months ago and he is aware the Service Department is doing everything it can but he would like to review the list.

Mr. Razov stated this concluded his report and he was open for questions.

Mr. Andrzejewski asked Mr. Razov if he had done anymore in obtaining a person or company to schedule events at the stadium this year or next year?  Mr. Razov stated he has been inquiring but, to be quite frank, he has gotten no where – he does not know if it is lack of interest but he wishes he could get more support from the City’s Economic Development Office – which he has yet to see – quite frankly this is that Department’s job and we do have an individual who is paid a salary to do this.

There were no further questions of Mr. Razov.
RECOGNITION OF THE PUBLIC 
Mr. Hillier recognized the public input at this time; he reminded the speakers that there is a 3-minute limit for their comments, all comments are to be directed to the Chair and not include any personalities or individuals.

Please note that the following comments have been transcribed as accurately as possible, however, some comments may not appear due to the inability to understand the speaker.

Undecipherable comments will appear as (…).

Dan Guanter, 38299 Laura Drive, Eastlake

Mr. Gaunter stated that he has been a resident of Eastlake for the past eight years and has grown up in and around this area for the past 40 years – he has watched the City change from a mockery to a City that most people can be proud of – as he is  - to be a resident.  Mr. Gaunter stated that he and his wife supported the building of the stadium and have always supported the school and bond issues at election time.  Mr. Gaunter stated with the financial problems facing the City they will support the bond issue and added that he has always felt the stadium will bring in revenue to our City through the development that is happening around the stadium over the next few years – it will not happen in a week – a month – or over a couple of years – it takes time and patience and money.  Mr. Gaunter stated he is confident the present City Council will find the resources needed to help us through this problem and he, as a resident, is asking for support of the issue.

Mr. Gaunter stated he would like to ask for support from our Service Department in regards to the care of Eastlake Gardens Park – about five weeks ago he was very displeased to see the park in such bad shape – the grass was two feet tall and the park, in general, was a mess. Mr. Gaunter stated he made a call to his Councilman and the Service Department to request the park be taken care of and was advised that another resident in his neighborhood had also complained about the condition – around two weeks later the grass was cut with a brush hog because of the grass height but there was no trimming done and the piles of grass made it impossible to use the park. Mr. Gaunter stated he spent a couple of hours with his own weed trimmer around the equipment and circulated a flyer around the neighborhood asking for help to clean up the park every other Saturday.  Mr. Gauntner stated the response has been favorable with eight to twelve people showing up with lawn mowers, weed trimmers, brooms and rakes – they work at the park for a couple of hours.  Mr. Gauntner stated he understands the Service Department is understaffed – this is why he asked for help from the neighborhood – the park looks great but a few things need to be fixed.  Mr. Gauntner stated he feels they are helping to save the City and Department money in maintaining the park.  Mr. Gauntner stated this past week the garbage barrel was stolen and suggested it be replaced with one that can be chained down – broken guard rails must be replaced – a diseased tree at the park’s entrance needs to be removed – trees hanging over park benches should also be trimmed – the garbage should be emptied regularly – lights should also be replaced.  Mr. Gauntner stated he has taken it upon himself to police the park in an attempt to stop vandalism and light would be a help in that area.  

Mr. Gauntner stated the dead-end at Riverdale is being used by paintballers who have managed to litter about a 1,000 square foot area of the woods with barriers, fencing and other items found in the trash to build a play area.  Mr. Gauntner stated he is all for young teens finding things to do but they will abandon the area without cleaning it up – some parents have also stated their children have been shot by paintballs. Mr. Gauntner stated he encouraged the parents to report the incidents – he does not care if they want to play in the woods but there is no need for all the litter or to shoot at someone passing in the path.

Mr. Gauntner thanked Council for listening to these issues.

Mr. Hillier stated that he has heard what Mr. Gauntner has done at the park and it is appreciated – it is very commendable.

Mr. Lajeunesse stated, prior to this meeting, the Council Clerk and Mayor Spinner have had knowledge of what has been done at the park – recognition of Mr. Guantner and the group is planned for the Council meeting in August.  Mr. Lajeunesse stated that Mr. Gauntner’s job has not gone unnoticed and mentioned that he was at the park that morning and in appreciation of Mr. Gauntner’s and the groups efforts he went to Sarducci’s - the owners, the Dirks, supplied free pizzas to the twenty families involved.  Mr. Lajeunesse complimented Mr. Gauntner and the residents who did such a positive thing, adding that Mr. Gauntner never called him in a negative way but informed of what was happening.  Mr. Lajeunesse stated that Mr. Guantner took it upon himself to handle the situation and he commends him for that.

Mr. Lajeunesse referred to the situation of the paint balls and stated that he was on a police ride along last Friday evening and was reminded that residents complained about the paintballs – we reviewed the area and found the four boys who constructed the paintball fort – the parents are going to meet with himself and Mayor Spinner to try to work something out – the children just want a place to play and they realize this may be not the best place to play but they want to work with the City to do something constructive.

Mr. Hillier asked Mr. Gauntner to provide his list of items in need of repair to Service/Recreation Director Mr. Philipp and Mayor Spinner?  Mr. Hillier asked where all the paintball activities are being done?  Mr. Gauntner stated the area is the path that goes through Eastlake Garden Park to Riverdale – he discovered it last Thursday and it had already been added to by last Saturday – it is not just a matter of a pick-up truck load of stuff.  Mr. Lajeunesse confirmed a lot of debris is in the area and explained that not all the children are abusing the area.

Mr. Andrzejewski advised Mr. Gauntner to provide the list of needed repairs to Mr. Philipp, adding that these matters being addressed would be a nice compliment to the group’s work.

Bert Zevnik, 36711 South Lakeshore Blvd., Eastlake

Mr. Zevnik stated he has been a resident in the City since 1979.  Mr. Zevnik stated the concerned citizens of Eastlake have had ample time to evaluate the fiscal crisis of the City and he has come to a number of Council meetings recently – it seems that we have suffered some feeble excuses – a bit of finger pointing – and the answers have been increased fees for City services.  Mr. Zevnik stated he feels that most of this unfortunate situation possibly could have been avoided if the previous Administration and Council had not fought tooth and nail to keep the voice of the people from being heard by allowing the stadium issue to be voted upon – the voice was deemed unimportant then but now with yet another property tax levy in August we are being paid attention to once again – your foot soldiers are going door to door telling the need for the levy – the need is obvious but a lack of common sense, in his mind, in giving more of our earned dollars to people who have established a track record of not being able to control what they have appears obvious as well.  Mr. Zevnik stated he, himself, will support a tax levy when he personally feels comfortable that the people responsible for where his tax dollars are going are responsible – at a previous Council meeting earlier this year the Council President stated something to the effect that he had his own idea how government should operate.  Mr. Zevik stated he guesses we are forced to assume that a $40 million plus total accumulated debt service is that vision – one Council member stated more than once “I thought it was better in Mentor” – well, we apparently have been given about 20 million reasons why that appears to be true.

Indra Shah, 577 St. Lawrence Blvd., Eastlake

Mr. Shah stated now that the picture with regards to the City is more clear he has a few thoughts – much before we decided to go into the stadium project there was a Booking’s Institute study done which was available to all people, including the Council and the Mayor, this study reviewed all the minor league ballparks over the United States – after extensive study the Booking Institute came to a conclusion that all these ballparks were made under instructions from the minor league owners … in the communities that these attachments be part of the lease negotiations – the conclusion of the research was all the ballparks were made for the benefit of the owners and the communities were losing – the very structure that they insisted … was strictly for the benefit of the owners and all the communities lost – the study very clearly said that unless the owners share their revenues to a very large extent, whether it is a parking revenue or …. that the communities would lose a bundle – therefore, when they structure this kind of a deal they should be very careful in not putting that … attachment into the lease negotiation – after reading this … Booking Institute he came to the conclusion that it was a shear mistake for us to enter into this agreement – with all respect to Chema … now the result is that we are not in a $3.2 million deficit – but according to the statistics provided by Mr. Vuckovich over a 20 year period … if we get all the promises from the State and the Congress and the naming right – we are in a 30 – 40 million dollar hole over the 20 to 25 year period … over a $28 million hole – a simple analysis would lead him to believe that this bandaide approach that we are talking about will not work unless we generate an additional $500,000 to $1,000,000 in additional revenue over the 20 or 25 years – that is the sad truth – with that sad truth … before October 2 you will come out … and it will be approved.  

Mr. Shah stated think about the situation as to how rather than asking for … the citizens of Eastlake when they are asked to vote – to go to them and ask for additional taxes doesn’t make any sense – therefore, unless you come out with a new plan of raising this kind of revenue this City is in a dire mess…and he does not know if it will work… but … of the property taxes every three years – if we can postpone it to the time of the sale of a home then every three years we are not faced with $400 or $500 in additional taxes – use all influences with … officials … this Commission for the Financial Planning has the authority under …. they are supposed to report to the Ohio House and the Senate about the emergency situation we are in and there is an enabling provision in Chapter … that they can propose to the Ohio House and Senate to change laws if they have to in order to generate additional revenues by the City and he is thinking this section should be used …of the law to bring pressure to the owners of the team that they have to do something to share more revenue with us – he does not see a solution without some …thinking on the part of the City officials or the part of the State officials or the part of the elected officials of Lake County whether it is LaTourette or Gardner or whoever…there is a great rift right now between the citizens of Eastlake and the officials…that we all come together …all the time…thinking creatively to add extra sources of revenue or we will not be able to get out of the mess.

There was no one else who wished to speak.

(1) LEGISLATION PROPOSED - First number will be 2004-066







ORDINANCE NO.: 07-13-(01)

An Ordinance adopting Special Provisions regarding the Deposit and Investment of public moneys, and declaring an emergency.

was introduced and read for the first time.

MOTION:  Mrs. Curtis moved to suspend the rules requiring three separate readings and reading in full.  Mr. Lajeunesse seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

MOTION:  Mrs. Curtis moved to adopt.  Mr. Lajeunesse seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Ordinance No. 2004-066.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_

ADVANCE \d3

ADVANCE \u3





RESOLUTION NO.: 07-13-(02)

A Resolution certifying that there are unpaid bills owed to the City of Eastlake, and authorizing and directing the Lake County Auditor to place these bills on the tax duplicate for collection of payment, and declaring an emergency.

was introduced and read for the first time.

MOTION:  Mrs. Curtis moved to suspend the rules requiring three separate readings and reading in full.  Mr. Lajeunesse seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

MOTION:  Mrs. Curtis moved to adopt.  Mr. Lajeunesse seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Resolution No. 2004-067.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_

ADVANCE \d3

ADVANCE \u3
RESOLUTION NO.: 07-13-(03)


A Resolution repealing Resolution No. 2004-060, adopted June 8, 2004,  and declaring an emergency.

was introduced and read for the first time.

MOTION:  Mrs. Curtis moved to suspend the rules requiring three separate readings and reading in full.  Mr. Lajeunesse seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

MOTION:  Mrs. Curtis moved to adopt.  Mr. Lajeunesse seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Resolution No. 2004-068.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_

ADVANCE \d3

ADVANCE \u3






ORDINANCE NO.: 07-13-(04)







An Ordinance amending Section 155.04,







"Overtime,” of the Codified Ordinances of 

the City of Eastlake, to include new Section 

155.04 (d), and declaring an emergency.

was introduced and read for the first time.

MOTION:  Mr. Andrzejewski moved to suspend the rules requiring three separate readings and reading in full.  Mr. Lajeunesse seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

MOTION:  Mrs. Andrzejewski moved to adopt.  Mr. Lajeunesse seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Ordinance No. 2004-069.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_

ADVANCE \d3

ADVANCE \u3
 





RESOLUTION NO.: 07-13-(05)

A Resolution authorizing and directing the 

Mayor and Director of Finance to accept a donation on behalf of the City, with said donation to be used for the “Sunday in the Park” Programs, and miscellaneous expenses therefrom,  and declaring an emergency. 

was introduced and read for the first time.

MOTION:  Mr. Andrzejewski moved to suspend the rules requiring three separate readings and reading in full.  Mr. Lajeunesse seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

MOTION:  Mr. Andrzejewski moved to adopt.  Mr. Lajeunesse seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Resolution No. 2004-070.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_

ADVANCE \d3

ADVANCE \u3
LEGISLATION  PENDING


Placed on First Reading 06/08/04)


(Placed on Second Reading 06/22/04)






ORDINANCE NO.: 06-08-(04)

An Ordinance to provide for an election on the adoption of a proposed amendment of Article X, Section 1, of the Charter of the City of Eastlake, and declaring an emergency.

was introduced and read for the third time.

MOTION:  Mr. Andrzejewski moved to adopt.  Mr. Lajeunesse seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Ordinance No. 2004-071.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_

ADVANCE \d3

ADVANCE \u3





RESOLUTION NO.: 06-08-(05)

A Resolution providing for an election on the Question of whether or not the City of Eastlake shall continue the Taxation of a Shareholder’s Distributive Share of Net Profits from an “S” Corporation, and declaring an emergency.

was introduced and read for the third time.

MOTION:  Mr. Andrzejewski moved to adopt.  Mr. Lajeunesse seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas:  Mr. Andrzejewski, Mr. Lajeunesse, Mrs. Curtis, Mr. Mahler, 

                                    Mr. Spinner, Mr. Hillier



 Nays:  Mr. Razov

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Resolution No. 2004-072.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_

ADVANCE \d3

ADVANCE \u3
(Placed on First Reading 06/22/04)

RESOLUTION NO. 06-22-(04)



A Resolution Submitting to the Electors of the City the Question of the Renewal of an Existing 0.5-Mill Tax Levy for the Purpose of Providing Fire Apparatus; Capital Improvements and Equipment for the Fire Department, and declaring an emergency.

was introduced and read for the second time.

MOTION:  Mrs. Curtis moved to suspend two rules requiring reading in full.  Mr. Lajeunesse seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unaminous 

MOTION:  Mrs. Curtis moved to adopt.  Mr. Lajeunesse seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Resolution No. 2004-073.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_

ADVANCE \d3

ADVANCE \u3
ADVANCE \u3UNFINISHED BUSINESS

There was none.

NEW BUSINESS

There was none.
ADMINSTRATIVE REPORTS

COUNCIL PRESIDENT/ACTING MAYOR/SAFETY DIRECTOR – George Spinner

Mayor Spinner stated that he wanted to thank Mr. Mahler for arranging the presentation by Ms. Dreyfuss-Wills from the Chagrin River Watershed Partners as to what the project was and what the Partners can do for the Cities along the Chagrin River and the Lake and stated that he also agreed that these are the City’s two biggest assets.  

Mayor Spinner stated that we are going to start having Sunday in the Park family concerts on Sundays after the final four Sunday games by the Lake County Captains – these will be held at Classic Park and are open to the public. Mayor Spinner further commented that September 26th there will be a “Cruise with the Captains” at the ballpark – this was scheduled by E-PAL and the Captains Charities – they will be sponsoring up to 350 cars registering at $10.00 each to park in the Gold Lot – parking for people attending will be in the Blue Lot at the cost of $1.00 – there will be tours of the stadium and door prizes and Skipper will be in attendance – this will be a family affair on September 26th.

Mayor Spinner thanked all members of Council who he has served with as this was his last meeting as a Council member.  Mayor Spinner thanked all for working together and for the opportunity to work with everyone and he fully expects for to have cooperation in the future and will do all he can to help with whatever endeavors Council should chose to pursue.

Mr. Hillier thanked Mayor Spinner, stating it has also been a pleasure to work with Mayor Spinner as he is a man of integrity and his word is gold – it is very nice - and comforting.

LAW DIRECTOR – Randy Klammer

Mr. Klammer stated that a notice of an Organizational Meeting should be prepared in order to elect a Council Vice President.  Mr. Klammer stated he had no other comments  and he was open for questions.

Mr. Andrzejewski asked Mr. Klammer if he had reviewed the contract with Mr. Chema as far as the naming rights and if the City had any obligation if someone else would come in and negotiate the naming rights?  Mr. Klammer stated this was not requested at the last meeting – he did not have a copy of the contract – the negotiations were that July 1st would be the deadline and we would start looking elsewhere – we should put together documents to close that situation.  Mr. Andrzejewski requested this be done by the next Council meeting or Finance Committee meeting – adding that his concern is comments made by Mr. Chema that he would be entitled to some compensation should another party negotiate a naming rights agreement with “one of the 80 companies he has contacted.”  Mr. Andrzejewski stated he wants to make sure we protect ourselves from this.  Mr. Klammer stated absolutely.

There were no further questions of Mr. Klammer.

ACTING FINANCE DIRECTOR – Mike Vuckovich

Mr. Vuckovich stated that all his reports have been previously submitted and he was open for questions.

There were no questions of Mr. Vuckovich.

SERVICE/RECREATION DIRECTOR – Bill Philipp

Mr. Philipp stated that many organizations such as the United Way, Council on Aging and the Eastlake Women’s Club have donated a lot of time in preparing Taft School for the seniors – the seniors themselves have donated a lot of their time – we will be at Taft tomorrow asphalting – the seniors are very excited and proud with the Center and request you come down to see it.  They will be working on the Center for another month.

Mr. Philipp stated they are very proud of the people at Houston-Fisher Pool – they were alert enough to prevent a possible drowning and make a successful rescue and return the child to her family – it is wakeup call for all our lifeguards to be prepared and stay ready to give help when needed.

Mr. Philipp referred to the LakeTran issue of fares for rides – there is good news – today there was an increase in the seniors and individuals with special needs receiving help through the use of the ride cards – it is coming down to a manageable area.

Mr. Philipp stated this concluded his report and he was open for questions.

Mr. Andrzejewski referred to a suggestion by a resident that a schedule be provided showing when trash is picked up following a holiday, adding that there seems to be a lot of confusion as to when it is picked up.  Mr. Philipp explained that trash company did not provide enough time to get this information out because everyone does not use Channel 12 – we are asking the trash hauler to provide 1 ½ months notice so we can get this information in the Gazette. Mr. Andrzejewski asked that a master schedule be posted in January.  Mr. Philipp stated this could be done.

Mr. Andrzejewski referred to a letter from an employee at the pool and suggestions made in the letter and mentioned the comment that maintenance people are swimming during work time.  Mr. Philipp stated this has been addressed – he and the Mayor have reviewed the pool regulations with the people – this winter we are going to be overhauling the procedures for how the pools are managed.  Mr. Andrzejewski stated that he and some members of Council have suggested that adults, senior citizens, be hired to supervise – young adults make great employees but they need older adult figures to supervise – some of the suggestions made by the young person, who has worked at the pools for a number of years, make a lot of sense.  Mr. Philipp agreed and stated that the young man is on the swim team and he wanted to practice early in the morning but it interfered with the vacuuming of the pool – he met with this young man, who made some good suggestions, and he and the Mayor have come to the conclusion that an older person should be obtained to supervise the pools like Mr. Gadke did – Mr. Gadke ran the pools very well.  Mr. Andrzejewski asked for a follow-up in a few months, which addresses some of the points made in the letter.  Mr. Philipp stated he would like to address the issues at Committee meetings this winter.

Mr. Andrzejewski asked Mr. Philipp what work the Service Department was doing at the stadium, why the work is being done and if the City is being compensated for work done?  Mr. Philipp explained that payment for any work done at the stadium comes out of the Capital Improvements fund – the City will be reimbursed for the labor time.  Mr. Andrzejewski asked why the work must be done by City workers?  Mr. Philipp explained this is because it is in the lease.  Mr. Andrzejewski asked why type of work is done?  Mr. Philipp explained City crews cut the grass and mulch the beds – they will use the stadium fund to reimburse us for the cost – there have also been issues in the stadium which were  not under warranty such as concrete pads – they also did some minor work for the Visitor’s Bureau and LakeTran – the charge will be billed to the fund for any work other then cutting the grass and mulching the beds.  Mr. Andrzejewski requested Council be provided a copy of the costs.

Mr. Andrzejewski asked if there was any truth to the rumor that a former employee of the City was instructing our workers how to do their work and has this been stopped?  Mr. Philipp stated that people may provide suggestions but Mayor Spinner is the Administrator and he sets the tone for the City.  Mr. Andrzejewski asked if any former employees would be told to talk to Mayor Spinner?  Mr. Philipp stated absolutely.

Mrs. Curtis referred to property on East 337th where two homes are being constructed with what looks like one single drive and asked who will pay for the driveway that was omitted when the State redid East 337th?  Mr. Philipp stated that there are two houses – there should be two driveways and he would review the situation and he would advise.  Mrs. Curtis asked who would pay for the cut into the curb?  Mr. Philipp advised they would pay for the cut into the curb.

There were no further questions of Mr. Philipp.

CITY ENGINEER – Steve Guard

 Mr. Guard stated there had been a lot of progress on Roberts Road since the last meeting – the sub-base has been placed on the south side of the road – the base course of asphalt has been placed – they are currently working on driveways and sidewalks on the north side – the residents have shown great interest and have very generous and patient.  Mr. Guard stated they expect to complete the sidewalks on the North side hopefully by the end of the week – then we will move to the south side to complete the aprons and sidewalks.  We are trying to accommodate the residents by using quick drying cement, which allows access within 24 hours.

Mr. Guard stated that contractor has legitimately asked for an extension at no additional cost due to rainy weather and additional work being placed into the project at no additional costs – this work will provide outlets to each of the houses for storm sewer connections – and is a substantial amount of work – this will provide everyone with the opportunity to tie into the storm sewer system which they did not have before – the contractor has done that and kept the project within budget.

Mr. Guard stated that they meet with the contractor every two weeks – all are aware of the situation and the schedule – we are almost there.

Mr. Guard stated he has been notified by the Ohio Public Works Commission and informed we did not receive a grant for the North Parkway Sanitary Sewer Project for two reasons – they did not feel it was an emergency and there were no funds available for this type of project. Mr. Guard stated we need to prepare a plan and inform the residents – he is working with the Mayor on this issue.

Mr. Guard stated the Ohio EPA has advised that we need to do some additional groundwater monitoring for our landfills. As Ms. Dreyfus-Wills has explained, we will be submitting a draft Ordinance for the City’s consideration for the Phase 2 regulations – this is an Ohio EPA compliance issue.

Mr. Guard stated he has been receiving phone calls from the individuals interested in the sale of Sublot 215 on East 340th – they are looking for directions as to when and if the City is going to put this out for bids.

Mr. Guard stated this concluded his report and he was open for questions.

Mr. Andrzejewski asked what the Sublot was?  Mr. Guard explained it was a small lot on East 340th Street which interest has been expressed that the City put out for bid – it has a large storm sewer and sanitary sewer and has little value – they are looking at adjoining it with a vacant lot.

Mr. Andrzejewski asked how much of a time extension did the Roberts Road contractor request and why are we giving them an extension and what would be the expected completion date?  Mr. Guard explained he asked for a twenty day extention – there have been thirteen or fourteen rain days – they are being provided the extra time because they were asked to do the additional work on the storm sewer connections – there was one day of down time due to a broken water main – the completion date is August 13th.  Mr. Guard stated the paving will be done as soon as possible – we are talking about sidewalks, aprons and restoration work.

Mr. Andrzejewski asked when would the street be open?  Mr. Guard explained the street is open for traffic both ways now – the local people who live on the street are using it both ways.  

Mr. Andrzejewski asked if one more layer of concrete must be placed?  Mr. Guard confirmed this was correct, adding that once all the sidewalk and aprons and all the heavy trucks are off the street, the final layer of asphalt will be placed.

Mr. Andrzejewski confirmed that the traffic would start to flow in a short period of time.  Mr. Guard stated this was correct.

There were no further questions of Mr. Guard.

ADJOURNMENT

Council President Mr. Hillier stated that, if there are no objections from Council, the meeting is adjourned.

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 8:46 p.m.
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