
      EASTLAKE CITY COUNCIL

                                         REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

                                                              JULY 11, 2006

The Regular Meeting of the Eastlake City Council was held at Eastlake City Hall, 35150 Lake Shore Boulevard.  The Meeting was called to order by Council President Mr. Elshaw at approximately 7:35 p.m.  

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mr. Lajeunesse.

RECOGNITION OF CITY OF EASTLAKE K-9 OFFICER MARCO

K-9 Officer Marco was recognized on his retirement from the City of Eastlake Police Department after 9 years of valued and successful service.

ATTENDEES

Members of Council in attendance were Mr. Lajeunesse, Mr. Morley, Mr. D’Ambrosio, Mr. Razov, Mr. Knuchel, Mr. Zontini and Council President Mr. Elshaw. Also attending was Council Clerk Mrs. Cendroski.  

Those attending from the Administration were Mayor Andrzejewski, Finance Director

Mr. Condron, Law Director Mr. Klammer, Building Department Administrator Mr. Voros, Service Director Mr. Semik, City Engineer Mr. Guard, Police Chief Ruth and Fire Chief Sabo.    

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

REGULAR COUNcil Meeting – june 27, 2006

MOTION: Mr. Zontini moved to approve the minutes of the Regular Council Meeting of 

June 27, 0206.  Mr. Lajeunesse seconded.

ROLL CALL:
 Yeas: Mr. Zontini, Mr. Lajeunesse, Mr. Morley, Mr. D’Ambrosio, 

           Mr. Razov, Mr. Elshaw. 

        Abstain:  Mr. Knuchel

Motion carried.  The minutes were approved.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT’S REPORT – Mr. Elshaw

Finance Committee Changes

Mr. Elshaw:  In January he had agreed that he would provide 100% effort for a period of six months toward reviewing our City budget and our City finances.  This was to provide a period of time for Finance Committee Chair Mr. Knuchel to get acquainted with the Finance Committee and the workings of our budget.  The six-month time period is now up and Mr. Knuchel will now assume full responsibility for the budget reviews.  However, he will continue to be involved on a quarterly basis with the monthly budget reviews and reviewing the finances of our City.  We will begin with the 2006 budget review and the subsequent mid-year re-appropriations.  Thanks and good luck to Mr. Knuchel.

Meetings Scheduled

Mr. Elshaw:  The Council-as-a-Whole Committee Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, August 22, 2006 at 7:00 p.m. and the Regular Council Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, August 22, 2006 at 7:30 p.m. 

The Financial Planning and Supervisory Commission Meeting is scheduled for Thursday, July 27, 2006 at 5:00 p.m.

The Economic Community Development Council meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, July 19, 2006 at 6:30 p.m.

COMMUNICATIONS &  PETITIONS

A communication was received from Councilman Mr. Zontini notifying of his resignation as Council representative for the Economic Community Development Council.  Mr. Elshaw explained that this is for each Councilman’s individual consideration.

A communication was received from Mayor Andrzejewski regarding Council’s Delegate to the Chagrin River Watershed Partners. Mr. Elshaw explained this is for each Councilman’s individual consideration.

A communication was received from Fire Chief Sabo regarding compliance requirements for the 2006 National Incident Management System (NIMS). Mr. Elshaw explained this is for each Councilman’s individual consideration.

Discussion:

Mr. Elshaw:  Chief Sabo, do you feel Council should go through this process?

Chief Sabo:  He feels Mr. Elshaw, as Council President, should complete the requirements so in the case the Mayor would be incapacitated for any reason as Council President Mr. Elshaw would fill the role of Mayor.  He would benefit most members of Council to complete the requirements.  Some of this is to permit us to be eligible for future grants of a wide variety.

Mr. Elshaw:  It sounds like it is necessary for himself, as Council President, to complete the requirements, as well as Council Vice President Mr. Zontini – otherwise it is up for everyone else’s consideration.

COMMUNICATIONS, con’t.

A communication was received from Finance Director Mr. Condron regarding the 5-year Recovery Plan.  This was referred to Finance Committee.

A communication was received from City Engineer Mr. Guard regarding the contract award for the 2006 Concrete Road Rehabilitation Program. Mr. Elshaw explained this was discussed in Finance Committee and appears on the evening’s agenda as Legislation No. 07-11-06.

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS

RECREATION COMMITTEE – Mr. Lajeunesse

Mr. Lajeunesse:  The Recreation Committee has not met since the last regularly scheduled Council meeting and there is nothing scheduled.  This concluded his report and he was open for questions. 

There were no questions of Mr. Lajeunesse.

PLANNING COMMITTEE – Mr. D’Ambrosio 

Mr. D’Ambrosio:  The Planning Committee met on July 5, 2006 at 6:30 p.m. with all members of Council present.  In attendance from the Administration were Law Director Mr. Klammer and CBO Mr. Voros.  

The Committee reviewed one Conditional Use Permit Renewal request along with an Accessory Structure Request, as was discussed in the Council-as-a-Whole Committee Meeting.  The Committee approved both items and he would be making the following Motions:

Accessory Structure Request

MOTION:  I hereby move to approve, pursuant to City Ordinance 1145.13(f), the accessory structure addition request of Dwight Fastzke, 36016 Reeves Road, Eastlake, Ohio.  Mr. Razov seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yes unanimous.

Motion carried.  The Accessory Structure request is approved.

Conditional Use Permit Renewal Request

MOTION:  I hereby move to approve the Conditional Use Permit Renewal Request for Quick Dry Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning, 34092 Victor Drive, Eastlake.  Mr. Razov seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yes unanimous.

Motion carried.  The Conditional Use Permit Renewal request is approved.

Additional Comments

This concluded his report and he was open for questions.

Mr. Elshaw:  Has there been any success in implementing the Storm Water Management Committee?  

Mr. D’Ambrosio: He is planning on speaking with Service Director Mr. Semik after the meeting to schedule a meeting.

There were no further questions of Mr. D’Ambrosio.

FINANCE COMMITTEE – Mr. Knuchel

Mr. Knuchel: The Finance Committee met on July 6, 2006 at 6:00 p.m. with himself, Mr. D’Ambrosio and Mr. Lajeunesse present from the Committee.  In attendance from Council were Mr. Zontini, Mr. Razov, Mr. Morley and Council President Mr. Elshaw.  

The Committee discussed the Audit Review Findings and he would like to take this opportunity to thank residents John Holan, Councilman Derek Elshaw, Mike DiCicco and Dave Dobronic for their hard work in reviewing the State Audit and providing suggestions and plans for completion of the items in the Audit – they did a fine job and he would like to thank them.  Also present in the meetings were Finance Director Mr. Condron and Assistant Finance Director Mr. Vuckovich.

Upon review of the findings, the Committee agreed to move forward with adoption and it appears on this evening’s agenda.

 The Committee also discussed amendments to City Ordinances 155.01 “General Administration,” 155.06 “Sick Leave: Accumulation” and 155.38 on insurance.  The Committee agreed to hold these matter in Committee pending further review from our Law Director.

During the miscellaneous portion of the meeting City Engineer Mr. Guard presented the 2006 Concrete Road Rehabilitation Program – this matter was approved and forwarded for passage and appears on this evening’s agenda.

This concluded his report and he was open for questions.

There were no questions of Mr. Knuchel.

ORDINANCE COMMITTEE  - Mr. Zontini

Mr. Zontini: The Ordinance Committee has not met since the last regularly scheduled Council meeting, therefore, he had no formal report.

This concluded his report and he was open for questions.

There were no questions of Mr. Zontini.  

SERVICE/UTILITIES COMMITTEE – Mr. Razov

Mr. Razov:  The Service/Utilities Committee has not met since the last regularly scheduled Council meeting, therefore he did not have a formal report, although he will be coordinating with the Clerk after Council Break to schedule a Committee meeting.

This concluded his report and he was open for questions.

There were no questions of Mr. Razov.

SAFETY COMMITTEE – Mr. Morley

Mr. Morley: The Safety Committee met on July 5th at 6:01 p.m. with himself, Mr. Razov and Mr. Zontini present from the Committee.  Also in attendance from Council were Mr. D’Ambrosio, Mr. Knuchel, Mr. Lajeunesse, and Council President Mr. Elshaw.  In attendance from the Administration were Mayor Andrzejewski, Fire Chief Sabo, Fire Chief Ruth, Finance Director Mr. Condron and Law Director Mr. Klammer.  

The Committee discussed and moved forward for passage the State Contract requests from the Eastlake Fire Department for a new 2006 Ford Crown Victoria at the cost of $21,965 – this will replace the 1990 Chevrolet Caprice.  Also discussed and approved was the State Contract request for the 2006 Chevrolet Suburban SUV at the cost of $31,330.  The cost of both items will be deducted from the Ambulance Trust Fund. 

Also discussed and approved for passage was a Grant Application request from DARE – this is for a grant in the amount of $16,000 which will help subsidize salaries and some of the duty – this is due by August.

During the miscellaneous section of the meeting the Committee discussed the SWAT van that the Police Department has requested to be donated to Willoughby Hills Police Department.  Mr. Klammer is reviewing this as we have been advised the vehicle is still worth about $1,500 and we are looking for a possible cost to charge Willoughby Hills.  Also discussed was the Towing Contract for O’Conners Towing, which appears on this evening’s agenda under second reading.

He would like to congratulate Eastlake resident Bob Posipanka as he is being sworn in this evening as Willowick Fire Chief.

This concluded his report and he was open for questions.

There were no questions of Mr. Morley.

RECOGNITION OF THE PUBLIC 
Mr. Elshaw recognized the public input at this time; he reminded the speakers that there is a 3-minute limit for their comments, all comments are to be directed to the Chair and not include any personalities or individuals.

Kim Evers, 34137 Beachpark, Eastlake

Mr. Evers:  On behalf of the Eastlake Homedays Committee he would like to thank a few people for their efforts – the first being the Administration and Secretary Lois Sbrocco – without their help there would have been no fireworks this year.  He would like to thank Mr. Semik and the Service Department – help was there and they did a great job – the trash cans were kept completely emptied.  He would also like to thank the Committee members for putting in hours and the members of the Council who were able to attend, although the date of the festival was a bad day.  We have received nothing but good reports.  Thank you to Chief Sabo and the Fire Department for their help with the fireworks.  Also, thank you to Chief Ruth for his Department’s help.  He hopes he did not leave anyone out as the list is long.

Debbie Berezne, 125 Traymore, Eastlake

Ms. Berezne:  She tried to pay her garbage bill today and she noticed the collection box was not there – was it moved or stolen?

Mayor Andrzejewski:  They received requests from senior citizens that the box was too high for them to reach – it has been removed to cut down the size and it will be re-installed.

There was no one else who wished to speak.

LEGISLATION PROPOSED - First number will be 2006-065







RESOLUTION NO.: 07-11-(01)

Requested by: Finance Director Mr. Condron
A Resolution accepting the Tax Budget for Sponsored by: Mr. Knuchel 


2007 as presented by the Director of 




Finance, and declaring an emergency.

MOTION:  Mr. Knuchel moved to suspend the rules requiring separate readings and reading in full.  Mr. Lajeunesse seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

MOTION:  Mr. Knuchel moved to adopt.  Mr. Lajeunesse seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Resolution No. 2006-065.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_








RESOLUTION NO.: 07-11-(02)

Requested by:  Mr. Elshaw



A Resolution adopting the Findings of the Sponsored by:  Mr. Knuchel



Audit Review Committee of the City of 

Eastlake, and declaring an emergency.

MOTION:  Mr. Razov moved to place on First Reading. Mr. Morley seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

Motion carried. Legislation No. 07-11-(02) is placed on First Reading.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_






RESOLUTION NO.: 07-11-(03)

Requested by:  Fire Chief Sabo


A Resolution authorizing and directing the Sponsored by:  Mr. Morley 



Mayor 
and Director of Finance to purchase 

through the State of Ohio Purchasing Program, One (1) 2006 Ford Crown Victoria Automobile for the City of Eastlake Fire Department in an amount not to exceed Twenty-One Thousand Nine Hundred Sixty-Five Dollars ($21,965.00), and declaring an emergency.

MOTION:  Mr. Morley moved to suspend the rules requiring separate readings and reading in full.  Mr. Razov seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

MOTION:  Mr. Morley moved to adopt.  Mr. D’Razov seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Resolution No. 2006-066.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_







RESOLUTION NO.: 07-11-(04)

Requested by:  Fire Chief Sabo 


A Resolution authorizing and directing the Sponsored by:  Mr. Morley 



Mayor and Director of Finance to purchase 

through the State of Ohio Purchasing Program, One (1) 2006 Chevrolet Suburban Automobile for the City of Eastlake Fire Department in an amount not to exceed Thirty-One Thousand Three Hundred Thirty Dollars ($31,330.00), and declaring an emergency.

MOTION:  Mr. Morley moved to suspend the rules requiring separate readings and reading in full.  Mr. Razov seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

MOTION:  Mr. Morley moved to adopt.  Mr. Razov seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Resolution No. 2006-067.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_







RESOLUTION NO.: 07-11-(05)

Requested by:  City of Eastlake Police Department
A Resolution authorizing and directing the Sponsored by:  Mr. Morley 



Mayor/Director of Public Safety to file an 

Application with the Ohio Attorney General’s Office for funding for the DARE Program, and declaring an emergency.

MOTION:  Mr. Morley moved to suspend the rules requiring separate readings and reading in full.  Mr. Razov seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

MOTION:  Mr. Morley moved to adopt.  Mr. Razov seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Resolution No. 2006-068.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_







RESOLUTION NO.: 07-11-(06)

Requested by: City Engineer Mr. Guard

A Resolution authorizing and directing the Sponsored by: Mr. Knuchel



Mayor and Director of  Finance to enter into 

a Contract with T.C. Construction Co., Inc., the lowest and best bidder, for the 2006 Concrete Road Rehabilitation Program, in the amount of One Hundred Fifty-Nine Thousand Three Hundred Fifty-Seven Dollars ($159,357.00), and declaring an emergency.

MOTION:  Mr. Knuchel moved to suspend the rules requiring separate readings and reading in full.  Mr. Morley seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

MOTION:  Mr. Knuchel moved to adopt.  Mr. Morley seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Resolution No. 2006-069.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_

LEGISLATION  PENDING (Placed on First Reading 06/27/2006

06-27-(06)





RESOLUTION NO.:_______________

Requested by:  Mayor Andrzejewski


A Resolution authorizing and directing the Sponsored by:  Mr. Knuchel 



Mayor and Director of Finance to enter into 

a Contract with O’Connor’s Towing Service, Inc., the lowest and best bidder, to provide Towing Services on an as-needed basis for the costs as outlined, and declaring an emergency.


MOTION:  Mr. Knuchel moved to suspend the rules requiring separate readings and reading in full.  Mr. Razov seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

MOTION:  Mr. Knuchel moved to adopt.  Mr. Razov seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Resolution No. 2006-070.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_

LEGISLATION  PENDING 

There was none.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

There was none.

NEW BUSINESS

There was none.

MAYOR/SAFETY DIRECTOR – Ted Andrzejewski

Mayor Andrzejewski: They had two events recently – both were family entertainment – over 10,000 people came to the Irish Festival from all over northeast Ohio – the Home Days have just completed and we have received $5,000 for that event – we should be receiving the check for the Irish Festival once they clear out the books – both events should bring in a little over $10,000 and will go into the stadium fund.

During his Channel 12 taping he asked the residents to help us out by reporting vandalism – we have had 15 picnic tables broken through vandalism – also with the dumping of inappropriate items in the dumpsters – items like tire, sofas and chairs.

He, Law Director Mr. Klammer, Chief Ruth and Lt. Gutowski attended a grievance hearing today without the use of outside Counsel – it went very well and saved the City $800 today by handling the grievance internally.

As a reminder, the Lakeshore Blvd. bridge will be closed July 20th to July 24th – they held a public meeting on the issue to inform the residents –signs will be posted – this is a $550,000 repair job at no cost to the City. They are working on the sidewalks and have done a nice job.

An update on our tax collection efforts – our Tax Department reported this morning that they have collected $16,000 more in back taxes – they have initiated five more payment plans and with Mr. Klammer’s help we are continuing to get $15,000 per month from another company, that was previously paying us $5,000 per month.

This concluded his report and he was open for questions.

Mr. Lajeunesse:  Mr. Mayor, you had earlier referred to a memo that Mr. Semik was to have sent to him or Council in regards to talking to City employees – he did not see any memo.

Mayor Andrzejewski:  This is something we need to discuss after the meeting.

Mr. Lajeunesse:  Regarding the levy – he has requested input from each Department regarding the minimum requirements they will need to run their operation for the next three to five years – what is the minimum the Departments will be manned at to make sure this Community is properly taken care of.

Mayor Andrzejewski:  As he reported last time – we have input from every Department on the Levy Committee and it is satisfied that we have looked at every issue and had representation from every Department.

Mr. Lajeunesse: Who is on the Levy Committee?

Mayor Andrzejewski:  Representatives from the Police Department, Fire Department, Service Department, he and Mr. Condron from the Administration, the Senior Citizen Center and Council – which you attended a meeting.  The Committee is pleased with what we did and will be recommending.

Mr. Lajeunesse:  He wanted to make sure the Mayor realizes that he will be asking again for input from each of those Departments.

Mr. Elshaw:  During the last round there were some submissions for a three to five year plan from some of the Departments as to needs and equipment – he is assuming that is still in place – Mr. Lajeunesse, are you asking for additional information?

Mr. Lajeunesse:  That was eight or nine months ago – he is requesting an update – this is very important to the Community and he does not know why the Mayor would not want the input.

There were no further questions of Mayor Andrzejewski. 

LAW DIRECTOR – Randy Klammer

Mr. Klammer:  He reported to Council during the Executive Session on the pieces of litigation.  He has emailed that he is working on his opinions related to City Ordinance 155 and he will provide a legal opinion on the SWAT vehicle.  This concluded his report and he was open for questions.

Mr. Lajeunesse: He received an e-mail today from Kevin Brodzinski of the Captains – in the last four years the Captains have been in the City he has had open communication – he stopped in at the Captains this morning and received an e-mail stating “…thanks for stopping in…sorry I missed you…for the record I have been advised by legal Counsel on a recent on-going conversation between the Captains and the City of Eastlake not to engage in any conversation with either Counsel or the Mayor pertaining to City issues without legal representation present.  I thank you in advance for your understanding.”  Mr. Klammer, do you happen to know what this may be about?

Mr. Klammer:  He is clearly referring to advice by his lawyer not to communicate Council or the Mayor without his lawyer.  

Mr. Lajeunesse:  Do you know what might have happened up to this point that would ever have presented this situation where our communications have been cut off?

Mr. Klammer:  He does not want to get into any gamemanship  - that is not his roll - he does not know if it has been cut off – Mr. Brodzinski has the right to decide who he is going to talk to.  

He has participated in meetings where Mr. Brodzinski has expressed discomfort in being placed in the middle between a dispute between the Mayor and Council – this would provide him immunity in this discomfort.

Mr. Lajeunesse:  He would like to talk about this with Mr. Klammer further and possibly set up an appointment with Mr. Klammer, himself and Mr. Brodzinski because he would like to understand what has transpired.  If this could be done in the near future he would appreciate it.

Mr. Klammer:  When Mr. Brodzinski referred to legal counsel he obviously meant his lawyer.

Mr. Lajeunesse:  But, obviously he would need legal counsel present – that means that he is going to have to ask Mr. Klammer to accompany him to the appointment.

Mr. Elshaw:  That is an interesting position by the Captains – Thank you, Mr. Lajeunesse, for bringing it to our attention – he was not aware of this – did this just happen today?

Mr. Lajeunesse:  July 11th at 12:30 p.m.

Mr. Elshaw:  He would like to hear the results of the meeting.

Mayor Andrzejewski:  He does not appreciate Mr. Lajeunesse’s tone. Any discussions with the Captains are ongoing.  Mr. Klammer and Mr. Condron attended the last meeting with Kevin Brodzinski and their lawyer – we agreed at that point because we have some disputes that you are well aware of for 2005 revenues – he and Mr. Carfagna are staying in the background.  He agrees with Mr. Klammer that what Mr. Brodzinski is saying is that he is honoring that request.  So everything stays the way it is currently going, that all discussion be done with Mr. Klammer, Mr. Condron and their attorney and Mr. Brodzinski.  He is staying in the background, as is Mr. Carfagna.  You read far too much into these things that are not there.

Mr. Elshaw:  He did not read a tone in Mr. Lajeunesse’s comments.

Mayor Andrzejewski:  He is insinuating that either Mr. Klammer of he were cut off from the Captains.

Mr. Elshaw:  Mr. Lajeunesse has brought something to our attention that he would like to hear more on.

Mayor Andrzejewski:  But, there isn’t anything.

Mr. Elshaw:  That may be the case and that would be great, but he would like to hear more.

Mayor Andrzejewski:  What would you like to hear?

Mr. Elshaw:  He would like to understand why we received this.

Mayor Andrzejewski:  Maybe this is something Mr. Lajeunesse should ask the Captains.

Mr. Elshaw: He understands and would like to hear the results.

Mr. Lajeunesse:  Our Council President did send a communication stating he would like a Councilperson present at the meetings.  With all the things going on in our Community he has never had a problem communicating with the Captains – ever.

Mayor Andrzejewski:  Dealing with the Captains is an Administrative function – it is handled by the Administration.  We advise Council of the communications with the Captains – what more would you want. We will continue to deal with the Captains on an Administrative level.

Mr. Elshaw:  He disagrees – if Council wants to talk with the Captains Council can talk to the Captains.  We have every right to talk to them. 

Mayor Andrzejewski: You can talk with the Captains but you cannot negotiate with the Captains – that is an Administrative function.

Mr. Elshaw:  That is not what we are talking about.  Mr. Lajeunesse just wanted to talk to the Captains – he says he went to try to talk to them and was turned away and he would like to understand.

Mayor Andrzejewski:  That is something you will have to take up with the Captains.

Mr. Elshaw:  And, he would like to hear the results of that conversation.  We are not insinuating there will be any negotiations between the Captains and Mr. Lajeunesse – we just want to hear what the deal is.  The reason why Council would like to be included in the meetings is just purely for communication – because we want to hear things directly.  He has previously advised Mr. Brodzinski and Mayor Andrzejewski that he is receiving e-mails back and forth with the Mayor saying one thing and Mr. Brodzinski saying the other and he does not know what to do because it is not known what the original conversation was.  It will not go anywhere as far as Council is concerned – in the end we will just have to ask all the questions but it would be much easier if there were one representative from Council to hear directly and he thinks half the questions would go away.

Mr. Morley:  In one week he had five e-mails from Mr. Brodzinski – we spoke with the Mayor about them – we are not trying to negotiate anything but if things have to come to this Council and we have to know what is going on we cannot play “he said – she said.”  Mr. Lajeunesse’s tone was not offensive. The Mayor is too sensitive on any issue we try to bring up.  The Mayor wants help from this Council but you tell us everything is Administrative – but, yet, you want our help.  You can’t have both things in the sentence – we either help or the Mayor does everything without our help and we sit and argue.

Mayor Andrzejewski:  With the Captains, because of the unusual situation with the City and the City owning the ballpark and the Captains as the tenant, for the record, perhaps the Captains did  want the Council involved muddying up the waters – that is what we are trying to avoid.  If Mr. Brodzinski gets the Council to view things his way he can turn around and use that in negotiations with us.  It has already been brought out that is a very distinct possibility. That is why he has asked Mr. Klammer and Mr. Condron to do the negotiations with the Captains and their representatives and he will stay in the background just like Mr. Carfagna. 

Mr. Elshaw:  He respects that – all he is saying is no one is going to be able to sway Council either way – both parties will be present in the room.  All we would like to do is be present so we can hear what is said directly – that is all – that way it will avoid much confusion later on as far as communication.

Mr. Lajeunesse:  He did not mean to bring up all of this – all he did was ask the question.  There has been no problem with the past General Mangers – he does not know what has happened – he went in as a resident and Councilperson to say “hello” – in all the years on Council not one time has he used the Captains as anything political.  All he did today was to ask what is going on.  That is not right.

Mayor Andrzejewski:  Mr. Lajeunesse hit the nail on the head – there is now a fourth General Manager in three years of operation – perhaps the problem is not here with the City but with the changing of the General Managers, particularly the General Manager who may be in that job right now.

Mr. Lajeunesse:  That is not his decision to make.

Mayor Andrzejewski:  That is why they are handling it as an Administrative function.

Mr. Elshaw:  He does not think there was any question about the Administrative functions.

Mr. Klammer:  They way he views these things – especially at this point any negotiations have included the Finance Director and Law Director and  their counterparts – those are your representatives – in the sense that he and the Finance Director respond to both the Mayor and Administration – they sit there in that regard.  To have the Mayor and member of Council involved – he wishes you would feel more secure in himself and the Finance Director and that they have that level of loyalty and professionalism to provide answers to any questions – you could feel secure the information is available – logistically it could become a nightmare to have different members of Council with different opinions at different levels of understanding on different types of subject matters in the meetings.

Mr. Elshaw:  Thank you – Mr. Klammer knows how he feels on this – we have talked and he has also talked to the Mayor – he will respectfully disagree. He thinks there is a misunderstanding of the intent of being involved – we are not talking about every meeting that is held – he is just talking about if there are any planning or strategy meetings as far as changes to the original contract or the naming rights it was a suggestion to have one member of Council involved so we can hear from the start what is going and avoid a lot of these questions.  If the Mayor and Mr. Brodzinski are not tired of going back and forth on things then fine – we will do it that way.

Mr. Lajeunesse:  The reason he brought this up – when you read two editorials in the paper that make statements that neither the Mayor nor Council attended the All Star game – he wanted to see if there was a communication breakdown between them, or us, or himself – because usually there is an invitation that goes out for something like that. And, for the record the Council or the Mayor, as far as he knew, did not receive anything.  His thought there must be something going on.

Mayor Andrzejewski: He was not going to bring this up, with respect to the Captains, but for the record this City was not invited to the All Star game – even though that is our stadium and we should be there representing the people and welcoming the other teams.  He has advised the Captains the City would be glad to attend events to represent the City.  Even on the day of the game we were not given an invitation. The editorials were incorrect – the City was not in fact not wanting to be there, the City was not invited.

There were no further questions of Mr. Klammer.

FINANCE DIRECTOR – Brian Condron

Mr. Condron: He has provided Council with a comparison of the 5-year Recovery Plan.  The State Auditor has begun the two year Audit and the report should be done in late August or early September.  The Finance Department’s server was delivered and it is hoped to have it installed next week.  The proposals should be out next week for the software.  

This concluded his report and he was open for questions. 

Mr. Elshaw:  Thank you for providing the Recovery Plan – he has briefly reviewed the document and it appears to be on a summary levy – there was some detail provided but is there any further detail – we will talk about this during the week and try to come up with a date for the Finance Committee meeting.

There were no further questions of Mr. Condron.

TAX ADMINISTRATOR – Angela Keneven-Zanella

Mrs. Keneven-Zanella was absent and excused. 

SERVICE DIRECTOR – Mike Semik

Service Director Mr. Semik:  They have finished paving Waverly, Iris, Glen, 344th Street, and Beachpark – they will continue the paving program through the end of the month.  We have saved the City about $100,000 by doing the work in-house.  The concrete program is continuing and 422 square yards of concrete has been put down – out of $33,000 we have spent $15,000 so far.  The playground equipment is scheduled to be installed on Thursday at Willo-Green.  The Service Department will begin doing sidewalk inspections on point of sales.  They are also looking at the sidewalks on Vine Street, as we have received complaints.  He has been contacted regarding the purchase of the leaf boxes and has been advised that if the boxes are not ordered by the end of the month we may not have them for the early leaf season – he would like to address this in Committee as soon as possible.

This concluded his report and he was open for questions.

Mr. Elshaw:  As a clarification, the Willo-Green playground equipment was purchased with grant money.

Mayor Andrzejewski:  We will get another $10,000 for the next fiscal year and $20,000 towards our part-time zoning inspector.

Mr. Knuchel:  He would like to commend the road crew – he has received comments from people on 344th and businesses on Lakeland Blvd. stating that the crews have done an excellent job.

Mr. Lajeunesse:  He too has heard good comments about the road crew – some of the residents of Surfside are looking forward to the repair of streets.

Mr. Semik:  With the passage of the contract for the Concrete Rehabilitation Program there are some streets in Surfside that will be looked at – Brookdale and Valleyview and East Overlook.

Mr. Lajeunesse:  Your crews save a lot of money by doing work in-house.  As the Service Director for the City if over the next three to five years you can save more by hiring a couple more employees – what would your minimum staffing be to be able to increase and do the jobs properly?

Mr. Semik:  He would like time to compile this information and he will forward it to Mr. Lajeunesse upon doing so.

Mr. Lajeunesse:  Is it not correct that we went for a couple of years without doing any roadwork?

Mr. Semik:  Yes.  

Mr. D’Ambrosio:  He agrees with Mr. Knuchel and Mr. Lajeunesse on Lakeland Blvd. He has received calls from businesses who are very pleased with the work.

There were no further questions of Mr. Semik.

BUILDING DEPARTMENT REPRESENTATIVE  - Joe Voros
Mr. Voros:  Last week the City cut 37 lawns – the billing for the lawns has begun and the information will be provided to Council.

This concluded his report and he was open for questions.

Mr. Knuchel:  Please explain what was meant by “we cut the lawns.”

Mr. Voros:  The City has contracted with landscapers to cut the grass upon receipt of a list of addresses from the City.  It will probably take two weeks to cut the lawns on the list provided last Thursday.  They just finished up the last five that were submitted 21/2 weeks ago.  We are awaiting the approval for the alternate mower – which is pending in Committee.

Mr. Elshaw: This can be added onto a miscellaneous section of a meeting.

Mr. Lajeunesse:  Please provide the minimum manpower you will need the next three to five years to support the Building Department and do a sufficient job to get the City back on track.

There were no further questions of Mr. Voros.  

CITY ENGINEER – Mr. Guard

Mr. Guard:  On July 19th there will be a local OBWC meeting to which he and the Mayor will attend and represent the City for the Roberts Road Phase 2 project.  The ranking has been done by the County Engineer’s office and submitted to the local committees for approval and forwarded to the District Committee.  They have started the survey work for the Robin Drive Extension culvert replacement project and will make this a priority as soon as the work comes in so the safety issue is addressed.  The Lakeshore Blvd. Force Main Project –  the City of Willoughby is acceptable to utilizing an additional $200,000 from the WPCC replacement fund with an additional $25,000 per year being provided from the City budget – we would like Council to consider this. 

This concluded his report and he was open for questions.

There were no questions of Mr. Guard.

POLICE CHIEF – John Ruth

Chief Ruth:  We are getting the last of our three cruisers in and they should be on the road by next week.  In regards to the robbery last week in Painesville Township and through “heads-up” Police work by our Department they were intercepted on their way back to Cleveland – it turns out they were the same robbers who robbed the jewelry store on Vine Street – all the subjects have been identified and arrested – it was a good piece of police work. 

Mr. Elshaw:  Nice job – thank you.

Mr. Knuchel:   Was Officer Christian the one who affected the arrest?

Chief Ruth:  A number of officers were involved – Officer Christian, Officer Lewis, Lt. Gutowski.  It was good heads-up work by Lt. Gutowski who heard the robbery come across the scanner and sent officers out - extremely high risk – these were very dangerous individuals.

Mr. Lajeunesse:  Would you be able to update your 3-5 year plan for your Department, including the minimum manning you will need and submit it in writing to Council over the next week or two?  We will need information on the decision on the levy.

Chief Ruth:  He will do whatever is wished.

FIRE CHIEF – Rich Sabo

Chief Sabo:  Thank you to the Administration, and especially City Council for the approval of the Fire Department’s purchase of the two vehicles – it will permit us to provide a better level of service to our Community as well as providing to the safety of our firefighters.

The Fire Department remains busy – we have 27 people – this is the same number we had in 1981 when the Fire Department was created – our workload has increased tremendously over that period of time – we are much, much busier than in the past.  We are continuing to try to finish the hydrant program.  The month of June we were hit 18 times with double-header runs when both squads were out and the station sat virtually empty during that period of time – anytime that happens it can take 15 minutes before a call-back crew can get in – during the month of June there was a period of about 4 1/2 hours where we had virtually no one available and we had to rely on other Cities for their help.

This concluded his report and he was open for questions.

Mr. D’Ambrosio:  He received a call from a 79 year old resident on Morris who stated she called the paramedics on June 23rd because she had a hard time breathing – she said the response was fantastic and she spent six days in the hospital and wanted him to pass onto the  Chief that she is home, recovering and she wanted thank the Chief and the Department.

Chief Sabo: He will comply with Mr. Lajeunesse’s requests.

Mr. Lajeunesse: If there is anything he can do to help out he will be glad to do so.

Mayor Andrzejewski:  He appreciates what Mr. Lajeunesse is trying to do – there will be a levy presentation made to Council – there is a difference between what we need and what the people will approve and there is a difference between what a Department desires as the ultimate for their Departments – we need to set parameters that say this is what we need to get by – this is what we need to provide a certain level of services for our residents and – more importantly – what will the residents approve.  We can do all the reporting and all the projections for three to five years and come up with an 8-mill levy and if it does not pass because the residents totally reject it what good will it do.

What you will get from us is a realistic plan for getting this City back on track for the reasonable amount of money we will ask for from the residents.

Mr. Elshaw:  Very good, we will await the presentation of that plan.

Mr. Lajeunesse:  He appreciates that response – all he is asking for is so he can understand what the Departments need – that is what he is asking for – he wants to understand the minimum requirements needed to run the Departments.  The last levy went down to defeat 2-1 – so, it does not hurt to continue to explore all the things we need to do.  He has been asking for an assessment of the City and the Mayor gave a response that we have no money but we continue to put mulch on S.R. 91.

ADJOURNMENT

The Regular Council Meeting was adjourned at approximately 8:48 p.m.







_________________________________________







DEREK W. ELSHAW, COUNCIL PRESIDENT

APPROVED:  ___________________________

ATTEST:  ______________________________

                       DEBORAH A. CENDROSKI, CMC 
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