 
      EASTLAKE CITY COUNCIL

        REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

   JANUARY 25, 2005

The Regular Meeting of the Eastlake City Council was held at Eastlake City Hall, 35150 

Lake Shore Boulevard.  The Meeting was called to order by Council President Mr. Hillier at approximately 7:30 p.m.  

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mr. Elshaw. 

ATTENDEES

Members of Council in attendance were Mr. Elshaw, Mr. Razov, Mr. Zontini, Mr. Knuchel,  Mr. Lajeunesse and Council President Mr. Hillier. Also attending was Council Clerk Mrs. Cendroski.    

Those attending from the Administration were Law Director Mr. Klammer, Finance Director Mr. Slocum, Service/Recreation Director Mr. Philipp, and City Engineer Mr. Guard.  Mr. Hillier advised the Mayor was detained and would be arriving late.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Regular Council Meeting – JANUARY 11, 2005

MOTION: Mr. Lajeunesse moved to approve the minutes of the Regular Council meeting held on January 11, 2005.  Mr. Zontini seconded.

ROLL CALL:
 Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried.  The minutes were approved.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT’S REPORT - Mr. Hillier

Meetings Scheduled

Mr. Hillier stated that the Council-as-a-Whole Committee Meeting would be scheduled for Tuesday, February 8, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. at City Hall and the Regular Council Meeting would be held on Tuesday, February 8, 2005 at 7:30 p.m. at City Hall. 

Mr. Hillier stated that interviews for the Ward 1 Council position will be conducted Wednesday, January 26th at 6:00 p.m. in a public forum and will be followed by a Special Meeting to Adjourn into Executive Session for discussion of matters of personnel at 7:15 p.m.

Mr. Hillier stated the Charter Review Commission would hold its meeting Wednesday, February 2, 2005 at 6:30 p.m., adding the public is welcome and encouraged to attend.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT’S REMARKS

Mr. Hillier referred to two newspaper articles – one concerning the stadium funding – the funding from the State does not look good.  Mr. Hillier stated we are still working on this matter and explained the Mayor is presently at a meeting concerning the funding.  Mr. Hillier explained Council has had previous discussion about driving to Columbus, along with the Mayor, to meet with representatives from Columbus – we are going to try to set up a meeting with legislators in Columbus – promises were made – it is hoped this is not the end and there will be more discussions.

Mr. Hillier referred to the second article in the newspaper which concerned the sewer levy which was discovered during the Recovery Plan last year – there have been a lot of discussion as to how to deal with this matter – there is no perfect solution – some suggestions have included ignoring it – doing away with the sewer levy altogether as well as other options – none of the options are good – none are perfect.  Mr. Hillier stated Council has discussed this matter and Council is proposing the garbage fee be reduced proportional to the amount the resident’s would pay – it is understandable that some people pay more for the sewer levy – some pay less – but, if we refuse to collect on the sewer levy we are forfeiting over $200,000 in business taxes – the residents are paying the sewer levy and the garbage fee and we felt it would be a compromise to make things better – we would reduce the garbage fee proportional to the amount – the residents’ payment on the sewer levy comes to $282,000 – that is what the garbage reduction would be.  Mr. Hillier stated this in no way implies the City was legally at fault but you get to a point where you may be legally right but are you correct ethically.  Mr. Hillier stated Council believes, ethically, this is the right thing to do – although the City is legally in the right by fully collecting on the sewer.

Mr. Hillier explained the Blvd. of 500 Flags looked very bad this past year – inexpensive flags were purchased – they were one piece and not as good a quality as the flags that are stitched, and did not last very long and were falling apart by midsummer – eventually being taken down completely.  Mr. Hillier stated Council and the Kiwanis are proposing a Monte Carlo – the Kiwanis will back the Monte Carlo and it will be held the weekend of March 11th and 12th and will be held at the Eastlake/Willowick American Legion – the VFW will be involved – we will also be asking other organizations to be involved.  Mr. Hillier stated we need your help to make this work – help would be appreciated, either for one hour or the whole weekend – the Monte Carlo will be conducted on a Friday, Saturday and Sunday – we are hoping to raise $10,000 which will be used to purchase flags which cost $11.00 each –the funds will also be used to replace the deteriorating poles as well as updating the name plates.  Mr. Hillier stated it is hoped this Monte Carlo will become an annual event.

COMMUNICATIONS &  PETITIONS

A referral was received from the Service/Utilities Committee regarding a proposed amendment to City Ordinance 939.46 (f) “Sanitary Sewer Tap-In Fees.”  Mr. Hillier 

explained this was discussed in Service/Utilities Committee meeting and is on the evening’s agenda as Legislation No. 01-25-(03).

A communication was received from Councilman Lajeunesse requesting the inclusion of the Community Relations Board into the City of Eastlake Codifications.  This was referred to Ordinance Committee.

A Fee Waiver Request was received from the Eastlake Youth Football Cheerleaders for use of the Community on March 12, 2005 for its Annual Dance Party.  This was referred to Recreation Committee.

A recommendation was received from the Planning Commission regarding a Conditional Use Permit for Miss Kimberly’s Day Care Center, 34799 Curtis Blvd., Eastlake. This was referred to Planning Committee.
COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS

FINANCE COMMITTEE – Mr. Elshaw

Mr. Elshaw stated the Finance Committee met January 24, 2005 at 7:05 p.m. with himself, Mr. Zontini, Mr. Lajeunesse and Council President Mr. Hillier in attendance.  Mr. Razov and Mr. Knuchel were absent and excused.  In attendance from the Administration were Finance Director Mr. Slocum, and Controller Mr. Vuckovich. Mayor Andrzejewski was absent and excused.

Mr. Elshaw stated the Committee conducted an analysis of the budget and integrated the 2004 numbers and further reviewed the revenues, expenditures and proposed projections with the general property tax, the tangible property tax, and local sales tax collections on the revenue side – on the expenditure side they reviewed the North Parkway Sewer improvement funding, the Lakeshore Sewer Intercept funding.  Mr. Elshaw stated it was agreed the position of the Economic Development Coordinator would be put on hold as agreed upon with the Mayor – the Mayor has requested review of this matter in June of this year, and the matter be reconsidered if the funding is present.  Mr. Elshaw stated he feels this is a fair proposal.  Mr. Elshaw stated also reviewed was the Building Department personnel situation.

Mr. Elshaw summarized the numbers for 2004:  2004 revenues were $12,741,000 – expected expenditures were $12,084,000 – leaving a difference of about $658,000 which was used to reduce the deficit.  

Mr. Elshaw summarized the numbers for 2005, based on the temporary budget: projected revenues are $13,154,000 – projected expenditures are $12,400,000 – leaving an excess in revenues over expenditures of about $854,000.  Mr. Elshaw stated there were a few additional items:  transfer to debt services of about $108,000, sale of fire station #2 at $125,000, Ward Creek property reimbursement of $350,000, and the Recreation Garage sale of $252,000 – leaving an expected balance of about $1,070,000 in the General Fund – the change in the balance is about $1.5 million which will be used to reduce the deficit.

Mr. Elshaw stated he recommends approval of the temporary budget.

Mr. Elshaw stated he would be making the following Motion:

Legislative Recommendation

MOTION:  I hereby move to add Legislation No. 01-25-(07) to the evening’s agenda to

temporarily appropriate for the expenses of the City of Eastlake, State of Ohio, for the 

period beginning January 1, 2005 and ending March 31, 2005.  Mr. Zontini seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

Motion carried.  Legislation No. 01-25-(07) is added to the evening’s agenda.

Additional Comments

Mr. Elshaw stated this concluded his report and he was open for questions.

There were no questions of Mr. Elshaw.

ORDINANCE COMMITTEE  - Mr. Lajeunesse

Mr. Lajeunesse greeted all present and stated the Ordinance Committee has not met since the last regularly scheduled Council meeting, however, a meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, February 1, 2005 at 6:30 p.m.  Mr. Lajeunesse stated he, with the help of the Council Clerk, has kept an ongoing list of Ordinances and have divided them into priority and long term matters.  Mr. Lajeunesse stated he welcomes the input of residents regarding the City’s Ordinances.

Mr. Lajeunesse stated this concluded his report and he was open for questions.

There were no questions of Mr. Lajeunesse.

SERVICE/UTILITIES COMMITTEE – Mr. Knuchel
Mr. Knuchel stated the Service/Utilities Committee met on January 18, 2005 with himself, Mr. Elshaw, Mr. Lajeunesse in attendance from Council.  Council President Mr. Hillier was absent and excused as he was on Naval Reserves duty – in attendance from the Administration was Mayor Andrzejewski, Law Director Mr. Klammer, Finance Director Mr. Slocum, Police Chief Ruth, Service/Recreation Director Mr. Philipp and City Engineer Mr. Guard.

Mr. Knuchel explained the first matter discussed was the purchase of police vehicles and after much discussion and debate the Committee approved going out for the State Bid – this would expedite the matter and put the new police cruisers into service as soon as possible.

Mr. Knuchel explained the next matter to be discussed was the sewer tap-in fees for the North Parkway project and DeMilta Gravel, Inc. – it was agreed to move forward on both matters – they both presented different problems with the North Parkway matter being mandated by Ordinance – the matter with DeMilta was different due to the fact that the property was purchased but the septic system was on different property – the Committee felt it was fair to grant the tap-in waiver.

Mr. Knuchel explained also discussed was an amendment to the Ordinance establishing sanitary sewer tap-in fees – this amendment will update the amount charged to reflect the current tap-in fee amount which is $1,800.

Mr. Knuchel explained the Committee also discussed the Resolution of Necessity to improve North Parkway – this paves the way to start the project.

Mr. Knuchel stated this concluded his report and he was open for questions.

There were no further questions of Mr. Knuchel.

SAFETY COMMITTEE - 

Mr. Hillier stated the Safety Committee items were discussed in Mr. Knuchel’s report as the next Council appointment will be Safety Committee Chair. 

RECREATION COMMITTEE – Mr. Razov

Mr. Razov stated the Recreation Committee has not formally met since the last Regularly scheduled Council meeting. Mr. Razov stated there is one item pending in Committee and he would be scheduling a Recreation Committee meeting for Tuesday, February 1st, 2005 immediately following the Ordinance Committee meeting.

Mr. Razov stated he would be making the following Motion:

Legislative Recommendation

MOTION:  I hereby move to add Legislation No. 01-25-(06) to the evening’s agenda authorizing and directing the Mayor and Director of Finance to purchase through the State of Ohio Cooperative Purchasing Program, Five (5) Ford Crown Victoria Automobiles for the City of Eastlake Police Department in an amount not to exceed Twenty-One Thousand Eight Hundred Sixty-Eight Dollars ($21,868.00) per vehicle, with a total cost not to exceed One Hundred Nine Thousand Three Hundred Forty Dollars ($109,340.00).  Mr. Lajeunesse seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

Motion Carried.  Legislation No. 01-25-(06) is added to the evening’s agenda.

Additional Comments

Mr. Razov stated this concluded his report and he was open for questions.

There were no questions of Mr. Razov.

PLANNING COMMITTEE – Mr. Zontini 

Mr. Zontini reported the Planning Committee had not met since the last regularly scheduled Council meeting, however, he would be scheduling a meeting for Tuesday, February 1, 2005 at 6:00 p.m. with two conditional use permits, an accessory structure request, a rezoning request and a request to purchase City property being on the agenda.

Mr. Zontini stated this concluded his report and he was open for questions.

Stadium Task Force

Mr. Zontini stated he has had discussions with the Mayor and other members of Council regarding a historically hot item in the City – that being the stadium – there is only so much one man can do and the Mayor is pretty busy – so, it was decided to give the Mayor help – with Council’s permission he would like to spearhead a task force, made up of civic leaders and residents, to tackle the issues regarding the stadium.

Mr. Lajeunesse addressed Mr. Zontini, stating he appreciates the positive approach Mr. Zontini is taking towards the stadium – he looks forward to any help he can provide.

Mr. Hillier agreed with Mr. Lajeunesse’s comments, adding that Mr. Zontini is a new member of Council and is an attorney – many of the issues he has addressed with Council come from an attorneys’ viewpoint – this is a nice to have – Mr. Zontini is reviewing some of the issues from a legal standpoint – it will be good to have him spearheading a task force.  Mr. Hillier thanked Mr. Zontini for his initiative.

There were no questions of Mr. Zontini.
COUNCIL PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS

Mr. Hillier stated he would like to re-address two points he missed in his comments regarding the sewer levy and garbage fee – reducing the garbage fee will delay the payoff of in the General Fund from reaching a zero balance from the projected end of 2007 by six months into 2008 – everything is projections, and as we have seen this year we did better this year than expected even with some of the problems we encountered – it is all based on projections – but, the biggest part is that this proposal still must be approved by Council with legislation and the legislation must be signed by the Mayor – then, the State Oversight Commission must approve the proposal – at this point it is strictly a proposal.

Mr. Elshaw added as this is just a proposal at this point, it was not included in the temporary budget as it stands today.

RECOGNITION OF THE PUBLIC 
Mr. Hillier recognized the public input at this time; he reminded the speakers that there is a 3-minute limit for their comments, all comments are to be directed to the Chair and not include any personalities or individuals.

(Please note – comments have been transcribed as clearly and completely as possible)
Indra Shah, 577 St. Lawrence Blvd., Eastlake

Mr. Shah stated he would like to address the totalitarian tendency or lack of expression to the citizens – after he saw the Council President answering Mrs. Sawyer’s questions on Channel 12 for 45 minutes he suggested that he and Mrs. Sawyer be given an opportunity to respond to some of the answers which he would term as no answers to the questions raised by Mrs. Sawyer – he was advised to put his request in writing and in response to doing so he received a telephone call from the Mayor who stated Channel 12 was a Community Access Channel under FCC rules and the public or citizens cannot have access on this channel.  Mr. Shah stated he has not investigated the FCC rules but the $150,000 we get from the Cable companies is deposited into the General Fund and we are spending $45,000 on this channel from the General Fund – we believe the citizens are paying for this channel and the citizens are not going to have any voice on this channel and we believe this channel has been used for governmental propaganda and they have not been allowed to express their views on this channel – he believes this $45,000 would be better spent by Council on the various needs we have and if we cannot use that money for any other purposes then we should use the money to reduce the deficit.  Mr. Shah stated he strongly objects to the use of this channel only to express the governmental views (comments could not be understood) or for their own election purposes rather than expressing and allowing us to express our views on that particular channel.  Mr. Shah stated other examples of concern about democracy (comments could not be understood) the Council not televising these Council meetings and he heard the President on channel 12 using a very unique argument saying that it is a First Amendment issue and since we can not allow the citizens to express their opinion on channel 12 then we should allow no one to express an opinion – that is a wonderful argument against the First Amendment – it is like the News Herald saying that we cannot publish our letters to the editor then we are not going to allow anyone to submit a letter to the editor.  Mr. Shah
stated he believes it should be very clear (comments could not be understood) to run channel 12 – is it Council – Council can approve the money if the Mayor requests more money – but, he believes without spending more money by restructuring or (comments could not be understood) we should be able to accomplish putting the Council meetings on Channel 12.

Mr. Shah stated with regards to the use of City Hall and Council Chambers – the Council Chambers was made available to the citizens one time with no conditions – the second time when Mrs. Sawyer made the request for the use of the Council Chambers the Mayor said there would be restrictions if the hall was going to be used – not being able to speak certain things  - you can object but you cannot put limitations on First Amendment rights and he believes strongly that the citizens own this building and should be allowed to use this hall and (comments could not be understood). Mr. Shah stated he has great concern on the restriction of our ability to speak and express our views.

Stan Leff, 94 North Lakehurst Drive, Eastlake

Mr. Leff stated he looked at two wonderful articles in the News Herald – part of our wish money has gone down the tube in the form of State financing – he has not heard a word about the  $4,000,000 we are supposed to be getting from the Federal Transportation Fund – nor, have we had any work or reporting on the naming rights for the stadium – it only brings to pass what he said four years ago and it is coming to pass.

Mr. Leff addressed Mr. Hillier and Mr. Elshaw and stated Indra Shah proposed your plan to right the wrong regarding the sewer overcharge problem before you ever thought of it – he has been doing chapter and verse for the past month in this Chamber – (comments could not be understood) he thinks they are discriminating – there are things called businesses – whether they be called commercial or industrial that are not part of this give back – what is good for the residents should be good for the industry and commerce.  Mr. Leff stated he does not believe there is one person sitting in front of him who has looked at the County reporting that is done in this City and understand it – he has not been able to understand it in total himself the past three or four years – maybe if the reporting of the accounting is changed so that the layman can understand what is happening – then maybe Council would be able to understand and not make another multi-million dollar mistake on behalf of the citizens and on behalf of yourselves – this should be taken into account and the accounting should be looked at – the General Fund is nothing but a slush fund – there is no way of breaking down what is being spent out of it – we probably could have seen the problems happening ahead of time – Council could have – what the Administration was doing by stealing money from one fund or another fund to pay for the stadium.

There was no one else who wished to speak. 
LEGISLATION PROPOSED - First number will be 2005-002







ORDINANCE NO. 01-25-(01)







An Ordinance authorizing the issuance of a

Conditional Use Permit to Patricia Piazza, agent 

for Allegra 4 on the Floor, 1935 E. 337th Street, Eastlake, Ohio, and declaring an emergency.

was introduced and read for the first time.

MOTION:  Mr. Zontini moved to suspend the rules requiring three separate readings and reading in full.  Mr. Lajeunesse seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

MOTION:  Mr. Zontini moved to adopt.  Mr. Lajeunesse seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Ordinance No. 2005-002.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_

ADVANCE \d3

ADVANCE \u3






RESOLUTION NO.: 01-25-(02)
A Resolution Authorizing a Waiver of the Sewer Tap-in Fee to the Willoughby-Eastlake Sewer System for property located 35476 Lakeshore Blvd., Eastlake, Ohio, Permanent Parcel #34-018-A-00-022-0, and declaring an emergency.

was introduced and read for the first time.

MOTION:  Mr. Knuchel moved to suspend the rules requiring three separate readings and reading in full.  Mr. Lajeunesse seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

MOTION:  Mr. Knuchel moved to adopt.  Mr. Lajeunesse seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Resolution No. 2005-003.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_

ADVANCE \d3

ADVANCE \u3






ORDINANCE NO.: 01-25-(03)

An Ordinance amending Section 939.46 “Sanitary Sewer Tap-In Fees,” of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Eastlake, specifically Section 939.46(f), and declaring an emergency.

was introduced and read for the first time.

MOTION:  Mr. Knuchel moved to suspend the rules requiring three separate readings and reading in full.  Mr. Lajeunesse seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

MOTION:  Mr. Knuchel moved to adopt.  Mr. Lajeunesse seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Ordinance No. 2005-004.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_

ADVANCE \d3

ADVANCE \u3





RESOLUTION NO.: 01-25-(04)

A Resolution Declaring it Necessary to Improve Certain Properties in the City of Eastlake by Constructing Sanitary Sewers, Sanitary Sewage Force Mains, a Sanitary Sewage Pump Station and Sanitary Sewer Laterals, Together with the Necessary appurtenances Thereto, in Certain Designated Locations, Acquiring Easements in Connection Therewith, and declaring an emergency.

was introduced and read for the first time.

MOTION:  Mr. Knuchel moved to suspend the rules requiring three separate readings and reading in full.  Mr. Lajeunesse seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

MOTION:  Mr. Knuchel moved to adopt.  Mr. Lajeunesse seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Resolution No. 2005-005.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_

ADVANCE \d3

ADVANCE \u3





ORDINANCE NO.: 01-25-(05)

An Ordinance amending the re-appropriations for the expenses of the City of Eastlake, State of Ohio, for the period beginning January 1, 2004 and ending December 31, 2004, and declaring an emergency.

was introduced and read for the first time.

MOTION:  Mr. Elshaw moved to suspend the rules requiring three separate readings and reading in full.  Mr. Zontini seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

MOTION:  Mr. Elshaw moved to adopt.  Mr. Zontini seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Ordinance No. 2005-006.

_     _      _
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ADVANCE \d3

ADVANCE \u3





RESOLUTION NO.: 01-25-(06)

A Resolution authorizing and directing the Mayor and Director of Finance to purchase through the State of Ohio Cooperative Purchasing Program, Five (5) Ford Crown Victoria Automobiles for the City of Eastlake Police Department in an amount not to exceed Twenty-One Thousand Eight Hundred Sixty-Eight Dollars ($21,868.00) per vehicle, with a total cost not to exceed One Hundred Nine Thousand Three Hundred Forty Dollars ($109,340.00), and declaring an emergency.

was introduced and read for the first time.

MOTION:  Mr. Razov moved to suspend the rules requiring three separate readings and reading in full.  Mr. Lajeunesse seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

MOTION:  Mr. Razov moved to adopt.  Mr. Lajeunesse seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Resolution No. 2005-007.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_

ADVANCE \d3

ADVANCE \u3





ORDINANCE NO.: 01-25-(07)



An Ordinance to temporarily appropriate for the 

expenses of the City of Eastlake, State of Ohio, for the period beginning January 1, 2005 and ending 
March 31, 2005, and declaring an emergency.

was introduced and read for the first time.

MOTION:  Mr. Elshaw moved to suspend the rules requiring three separate readings and reading in full.  Mr. Lajeunesse seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

MOTION:  Mr. Elshaw moved to adopt.  Mr. Lajeunesse seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Ordinance No. 2005-008.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_

ADVANCE \d3

ADVANCE \u3 
LEGISLATION  PENDING 

There was none.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

There was none.

NEW BUSINESS

There was none.

MAYOR/SAFETY DIRECTOR – Ted Andrzejewski

Mayor Andrzejewski stated the reason he was not present at the beginning of the meeting was because he had an opportunity to meet with Betty Montgomery about the stadium funding issues – he does not have a lot of progress to report about his meeting except to say that Ms. Montgomery is on our side as well as Tim Grendell – Ms. Montgomery will speak with the Governor on our behalf.  Mayor Andrzejewski stated he has another opportunity on Thursday to meet with other State of Ohio officials to speak about the stadium funding on behalf of the citizens of Eastlake – every week they work on three things – the Federal dollars, the State dollars and the naming rights – unlike the previous Administration, they will not say anything on the naming rights until the deal is completed.

Mayor Andrzejewski stated that $13,000 was collected through the tax amnesty program – this was a great accomplishment and is money that would not have been collected and it goes into the General Fund – now perhaps the people who took advantage of this will continue to pay their taxes in the coming years.  Mayor Andrzejewski thanked the Tax Department and stated we will now proceed to move forward with our plans to prosecute businesses who have taken money from employees and have not forwarded the taxes to the City. It is not fair to people in Eastlake who have paid their taxes to have others slide by.

Mayor Andrzejewski stated on February 2, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. the Eastlake Women’s Club will sponsor a Women’s Heart Health Day here in City Hall – the public is invited and the Women’s Club has requested February 14th be recognized as Women’s Heart Health Day and for Council to recognize this through a proclamation.

Mayor Andrzejewski stated they have met with the Captains this week – they have sent the $75,000 which is to be placed in the capital improvements fund.  Mayor Andrzejewski stated they would like to thank the Captains and stated they are working on other issues with the Captains as well.

Mayor Andrzejewski stated there is a vacancy on the State Oversight Commission – anyone interested who has a financial or accounting background and would like to serve should contact the Mayor’s office.

Mayor Andrzejewski stated he was glad to see Council move forward with the North Parkway project – this will help the residents and should be completed before summer and the odors from the sewer discharge start again – this was a large task and it is a very worthwhile project for the residents in the area.

Mayor Andrzejewski stated plans for the July 3rd Festival are progressing with the help of Joyce Bates and Kim Evers – Mr. Razov and Mr. Elshaw have also volunteered to help – the School Board has given permission to use the school grounds – they are setting up a special fund at a local bank to accept donations for fireworks and they are asking the Community as a whole to contribute to a fireworks fund – the funds will be used solely for fireworks for July 3rd.

Mayor Andrzejewski stated since he has served on Council and is now serving as Mayor – Channel 12 is not and will not be used for political purposes – it is a government access channel – when he was running for Council he contacted the FCC on this very same matter and he was advised  this is a government access channel – it is not a public channel – it is a government access channel – the guidelines must be adhered to that it will be used for informational purposes and not for political purposes – they will provide informational services to the residents and will continue to do so.

Mayor Andrzejewski stated they are working on naming rights – he has met with at least two companies and we are continuing to pursue other companies.

Mayor Andrzejewski stated the fire truck, that was paid for with levy funds approved by the residents of the City, has arrived and it has been paid for – the Fire and Equipment Levy money was spent wisely and will continue to be so.

Mayor Andrzejewski thanked all for their patience, stating his reports may at times be long because he wants to keep the residents informed – that even though it may not be seen they are working on a lot of things.

Mayor Andrzejewski stated his concluded his report and he was open for questions.

There were no questions of Mayor Andrzejewski.

LAW DIRECTOR – Randy Klammer

Mr. Klammer stated the Mayor’s comments on Channel 12 were accurate – prior to the Mayor becoming Mayor, members of Council inquired of him as to what was permissible to be aired on Channel 12 – we need to be sure the channel is not used in (comments could not be understood).

Mr. Klammer stated this concluded his report and he was open for questions.

There were no questions of Mr. Klammer.

FINANCE DIRECTOR – Mike Slocum

Mr. Slocum stated that Mr. Elshaw covered the highlights of the financial released the last month covering the 2004 operations, adding that he has spoken with Ms. Smith, the City’s supervisor with the Auditor’s office and she was in concurrence that the budget was appropriate – that recommendation will be made to the Commission. 

Mr. Slocum stated this concluded his report and he was open for questions.

Mr. Hillier clarified that Ms. Smith has the authority to pass the budget before the State meets again in February.  Mr. Slocum stated this is correct.

There were no further questions of Mr. Slocum.

SERVICE/RECREATION DIRECTOR – Bill Philipp

Mr. Philipp stated we have had our second major snow of the season – he and the Mayor have been working diligently to fine tune this program to make sure no one is forgotten – they continue to serve the public – both snowfalls have been during holidays and weekends and he would like to thank the Service employees who gave up all their holidays and weekends to make sure the roads are passable and clean.

Mr. Philipp stated this concluded his report and he was open for questions.

Mr. Hillier asked when the Christmas decorations would be removed from the lawn? Mr. Philipp stated they would be removed when there is time in between and some of the snow melts.  Mayor Andrzejewski stated they had discussed this issue – last week it was bitterly cold – too cold to ask employees to be outside for a long period of time – it is to be warmer in the next few days and the decorations are scheduled to be taken down.

Mr. Zontini asked if there was a plan, during a heavy snow, to uncover fire hydrants? Mr. Philipp stated there is a plan – both in Service and the Fire Department – he will check on this matter – anyone who sees a hydrant covered should let him know.

There were no further questions of Mr. Philipp.

CITY ENGINEER – Steve Guard

Mr. Guard stated they have the pre-construction meeting for the Plymouth Outfall Sewer projector – the contractor is planning to start the project in the spring – they have also fowarded legal descriptions for the Recreation building property and the fire station property to a title company for the deeds to be prepared and completion of the transactions for the purchase of the property.  Mr. Guard stated they have been working on the preliminary plans for Roberts Road, Phase 2 so they can submit applications in late May for Issue 2 funding.

Mr. Guard stated this concluded his report and he was open for questions.

Mr. Lajeunesse stated he appreciated Mr. Guard’s work on the North Parkway project and asked how long have they been working on this project?  Mr. Guard stated 15 months.  Mr. Lajeunesse thanked the residents of North Parkway for their patience and understanding.

Mr. Lajeunesse asked Mr. Guard to explain that the WPCC interceptor is a mandatory project?  Mr. Guard confirmed this was correct – it is a two phase project – the replacement of broken lines at the Willoughby-Eastlake border and the replacement and insulation of a partially new force main that will remove some of the storm water that gets into the sanitary sewer system and causes overflows that discharge into the Chagrin River tributaries – that is an EPA mandated order.  Mr. Lajeunesse stated this project was discussed at the WPCC meeting last year and is not something new.

Mr. Hillier referred  to the Plymouth Outfall, the St. Lawrence Outfall, and the Quentin Outfall and asked if there were any other outfalls to be repaired.  Mr. Guard stated there were no others – the Plymouth Outfall is the last to be repaired and should last 40 – 50 years.  Mr. Hillier asked Mr. Guard to explain what the pilings are and what would happen if they caved in and the repairs were not completed?  Mr. Guard stated the same thing would happen as with the banks of the shoreline – there would be severe erosion that would undermine the stone and concrete that supports the pipe – the pipe would break and material from the lake would back up into the pipe and prevent discharge from the storm sewer – the water would back up and there would be street and basement flooding.

There were no further questions of Mr. Guard.

ADJOURNMENT

Council President Mr. Hillier stated that, if there are no objections from Council, the meeting is adjourned.

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 8:30 p.m.

 

______​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​______________________________________



CHARLES C. HILLIER, COUNCIL PRESIDENT

APPROVED: _______________________

ATTEST:   ________________________

              DEBORAH A. CENDROSKI, CMC        
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