
      


EASTLAKE CITY COUNCIL

                                       REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

                                                          JANUARY 22, 2008

The Regular Meeting of the Eastlake City Council was held at Eastlake City Hall, 35150 Lake Shore Boulevard.  The Meeting was called to order by Council President Mr. Elshaw at approximately 7:34 p.m.  

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mr. Knuchel.

ATTENDEES

Members of Council in attendance were Mr. Knuchel, Mr. D’Ambrosio, Mr. Zontini, Ms. Vaughn, Mr. Lajeunesse, Mr. Morley, and Council President Mr. Elshaw. Also attending was Council Clerk Mrs. Cendroski.   

Those attending from the Administration were Mayor Andrzejewski, Finance Director Mr. Condron, Law Director Mr. Klammer, CBO Mr. Voros, Tax Administrator Mrs. Keneven-Zanella, City Engineer Mr. Gwydir and Police Chief Ruth.

RECOGNITION OF WILLOWICK-EASTLAKE POST 678 AMERICAN LEGION FOR THEIR GENEROUS DONATION TO THE EASTLAKE POLICE DEPARTMENT K-9 UNIT

Councilman Mr. Morley presented a plaque of appreciation and recognized Commander Joe Fieshland and Past Commander Bob Morley of the Willowick-Eastlake Post 678 American Legion for its very generous $5,000 donation to the Eastlake Police Department K-9 Unit.  Past Commander Jim Barkley was recognized and thanked upon his arrival. 

Police Chief Ruth thanked the Legion representatives and everyone who supported the program and acknowledged Patrolman John McCauley, who will be the K-9 handler, and recognized his achievements, both his dedication to his job as a patrolman for the City of Eastlake and educational.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

COUNCIL-AS-A-WHOLE COMMITTEE MEETING – JANUARY 8, 2008

MOTION: Mr. Lajeunesse moved to approve the minutes of the Council-as-a-Whole Committee Meeting with adjournment into Executive Session of January 8, 2008.  Mr. D’Ambrosio seconded.

ROLL CALL:
     Yeas unanimous
Motion carried.  The minutes were approved.

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING  – JANUARY 8, 2008

MOTION: Ms. Vaughn moved to approve the minutes of the Regular Council Meeting of January 8, 2008.  Mr. Zontini seconded.

ROLL CALL:
     Yeas unanimous

Motion carried.  The minutes were approved.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT’S REPORT – Mr. Elshaw

Meetings Scheduled

Mr. Elshaw: A Council-as-a-Whole Committee Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, February 12,  2008 at 7:00 p.m.  The Regular Council Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, February 12, 2008 at 7:30 p.m.

COMMUNICATIONS &  PETITIONS

A communication was received from the Administration requesting the purchase of five vehicles for the Police Department.  Mr. Elshaw explained that this was discussed in Council-as-a-Whole Committee and will be added to the evening’s agenda as Legislation 01-22-(08).

A communication was received from Finance Director Mr. Condron regarding the North Parkway Sanitary Sewer Assessments.  This was referred to Finance Committee.

A communication was received from Finance Director Mr. Condron regarding the 2008 dues for the City’s membership with the Chagrin River Watershed Partners, Inc.  This was referred to Finance Committee.

A resolution request was received from the Eastlake Port Authority granting permission to install-replace and maintain navigational buoys in the Chagrin River.  Mr. Elshaw explained that this was discussed in Council-as-a-Whole Committee and would be added to the evening’s agenda as Legislation No. 01-22-(07). 

A sponsorship request was received from the Eastlake Youth Football League for its 2008 season.  Mr. Elshaw explained that this is for each Councilperson’s individual consideration.

A communication was received from the Administration requesting legislation to move forward with the ODOT Eastlake City Wide Signal Project.  This was referred to Finance Committee.

A communication was received from Council Clerk Mrs. Cendroski regarding an amendment to City Ordinance 1161.02 “Conditional Use Permits Generally,” specifically Section 1161.02(f).

This was referred to Ordinance Committee.

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS

FINANCE COMMITTEE – Mr. Knuchel

Mr. Knuchel:  The Finance Committee has not met since our last regularly scheduled Council meeting.  As several things have been referred into Committee as well as the review of the 2008 budget and the 2007 year end budget he will be scheduling a meeting in the near future. 

Mr. Knuchel made the following Motions:

Legislative Recommendations

Legislation No. 01-22-(05)

MOTION:  I hereby move to add Legislation No. 01-22-(05) to the evening’s agenda authorizing and directing the Mayor and Director of Finance to enter into a Contract with Fiorilli Construction Company Inc., the lowest and best bidder, for the JFK Senior Center Vestibule 

Improvements, for Option 1 in the total amount of Twenty-Nine Thousand Nine Hundred Dollars ($29,900.00).  Mr. Zontini seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried.  Legislation No. 01-22-(05) is added to the evening’s agenda

Legislation No. 01-22-(06)

MOTION:  I hereby move to add Legislation No. 01-22-(06) to the evening’s agenda authorizing the Director of Finance to transfer funds, with said funds to 
be transferred from the General Fund in the amounts as listed into Fund #301 “General Bond Retirement” for interest payments on 

the 2004 Stadium Bonds. Mr. Lajeunesse seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried.  Legislation No. 01-22-(06) is added to the evening’s agenda

Legislation No. 01-22-(08)

MOTION:  I hereby move to add Legislation No. 01-22-(08) to the evening’s agenda authorizing and directing the Mayor and Director of Finance to purchase through the State of Ohio Cooperative Purchasing Program, Five (5) 2008 Ford Crown Victoria P71 Automobiles for the City of Eastlake Police Department in an amount not to exceed Twenty-Two Thousand One Hundred Eleven Dollars ($22,111.00) per vehicle, with a total cost not to exceed One Hundred Ten Thousand Five Hundred Fifty-Five Dollars ($110,555.00). Mr. Zontini seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried.  Legislation No. 01-22-(08) is added to the evening’s agenda

Additional Comments

Mr. Knuchel: This concluded his report and he was open for questions. 

There were no questions of Mr. Knuchel.

ORDINANCE COMMITTEE  - Mr. Zontini

Mr. Zontini:  The Ordinance Committee met on January 15, 2008 with himself, Mr. D’Ambrosio and Mr. Morley present from the Committee. Also in attendance from Council were Mr. Knuchel, Ms. Vaughn and Council President Mr. Elshaw.  In attendance from the Administration were Mayor Andrzejewski and Service Director Mr. Semik.  The Committee reviewed one item – the amendment to City Ordinance Section 311.01 “Placing injurious material, snow or obstruction on the street” – this amendment would codify the placing of leaves and cut grass in the curb line as it was a hazard to traffic and was injurious to the sewers.  This matter was moved forward by the entire Committee and it appears on the evening’s agenda.  This concluded his report and he was open for questions. 

There were no questions of Mr. Zontini.

SERVICE/UTILITIES COMMITTEE 

There was no Service/Utilities Committee report.

SAFETY COMMITTEE – Mr. Morley

Mr. Morley:  The Safety Committee has not met since the last regularly scheduled Council meeting and nothing is pending in Committee. This concluded his report and he was open for questions.

There were no questions of Mr. Morley.

RECREATION COMMITTEE – Mr. Lajeunesse

Mr. Lajeunesse: The Recreation Committee has not met since the last regularly scheduled Council meeting, however, he and the Mayor met with the Port Authority in regards to securing some funds for ice breaking – this went very well and we thought that was a very good idea.  Also, regarding the donations for the K-9 Unit – he is very excited with what is going on in our community regarding the donations that have come in – thank you to the American Legion, Chief Ruth and Patrolman McCauley for his efforts.  We have been in constant communications and are looking forward to a lot that will be going on in the City and where this whole K-9 unit program can go.  He wishes Patrolman McCauley the best in his endeavor – if anyone can get this going it would be him.  Thank you for taking care of us and keeping us safe.  Also, thank you to Battalion Chief Warren Richter – it was exciting to have the opportunity to repel for the first time off the Eastlake North press box – it was quite a good time – the main thing he got out of that was that we need to continue to do our training and make sure it is fully funded and that will be something he will take up and the importance of getting that done.  He thanks the Eastlake Fire Department for allowing him to do that and he appreciates the input from the Annual Report. 

Mr. Lajeunesse made the following Motions:

Legislative Recommendation

Legislation No. 01-22-(07)

MOTION:  I hereby move to add Legislation No. 01-22-(07) to the evening’s agenda authorizing and directing the Eastlake Port Authority to file an Application with the Ohio Department of Natural Resources Division of Watercraft for the purpose of obtaining a grant for installing, replacing, and maintaining navigational buoys in the Chagrin River.  Mr. Morley seconded.
ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried.  Legislation No. 01-22-(07) is added to the evening’s agenda

Fee Waiver Request

MOTION:  I hereby move to approve the Fee Waiver Request for the St. Justin Martyr Holy Name Society for use of the Community Center on Saturday, February 16, 2008 from 8:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.  Mr. Morley seconded.

DISCUSSION:

Mr. Zontini:  While he would love to waive this fee, Mr. Klammer, does not the Ordinance allow only affiliated groups to receive fee waivers.

Mr. Klammer:  He does not think the Ordinance reads affiliated groups are the only ones entitled to a fee waiver – but, it does have a 45 day time frame which if you approve it you are inherently passing exception to that in this instance.  The Ordinance does not limit it to the affiliated groups.  It was to be considered if it was a 501C3.

Mr. Zontini:  You are okay with this?

Mr. Klammer:  He is.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

The Fee Waiver Request for the St. Justin Martyr Holy Name Society is approved.

Additional Comments

Mr. Lajeunesse:  There is a fund raiser for the K-9 Unit on Sunday, February 10th from 12:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. at Beef O’Brady’s on Vine Street – they will be donating 20% of their proceeds excluding the tax and liquor to the City of Eastlake and the K-9 Unit. This concluded his report and he was open for questions. 

There were no questions of Mr. Lajeunesse.

PLANNING COMMITTEE – Mr. D’Ambrosio

Mr. D’Ambrosio:  The Planning Committee met on January 15, 2008 at 6:15 p.m. with himself, Mr. Morley and Mr. Zontini in attendance from the Committee.  In attendance from Council were Ms. Vaughn, Mr. Knuchel, and Council President Mr. Elshaw.  Mr. Lajeunesse was absent and excused.  Three Conditional Use Permits were reviewed – Eazy Appliance, Zero Gravity Xtremes, and Croation Lodge – all there were approved with public hearings being held this evening.  Also reviewed was a liquor license transfer request which was also approved and for which he will be making a Motion:

Liquor License Transfer Request

MOTION:  I hereby move to approve, and send back to Columbus, Ohio with no objections, the liquor license transfer request for M2MII, dba Eastlake Tavern, 33274 Vine Street to Foose Enterprises, LLC dba Eastlake Tavern, 33274 Vine Street, Eastlake. Mr. Zontini seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried.  The Liquor License Transfer Request for Eastlake Tavern is approved.

Additional Comments

Mr. D’Ambrosio:  This concluded his report and he was open for questions.

There were no questions of Mr. D’Ambrosio.

COUNCIL COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS:  - Mr. Elshaw

Mr. Elshaw:  He chose to go with consistency over much change with any changes being a reflection of various discussions or requests by members of Council.  The Committees are as follows:

Finance Committee - 



Chair:

David Knuchel







Member:
Joe D’Ambrosio







Member:
Bryan Lajeunesse

Ordinance Committee - 


Chair:     
Donna Vaughn







Member:  
Joe D’Ambrosio







Member:  
Dennis Morley

Service/Utilities Committee – 

Chair:    
Mike Zontini





   

Member:  
Dennis Morley



   




Member:  
Bryan Lajeunesse

Safety Committee -



Chair:     
Dennis Morley







Member:   
Donna Vaughn








Member:   
Mike Zontini

Recreation Committee -


Chair:  

Bryan Lajeunesse  





              
Member:   
David Knuchel







Member: 
Donna Vaughn  


Planning Committee - 


Chair:

Joe D’Ambrosio

                                    


Member: 
Mike Zontini




                                    Member: 
David Knuchel

Water Pollution Control Center Committee -
Chair: 

Mike Zontini





Member:
Bryan Lajeunesse







Member:
Derek Elshaw

Port Authority Liaison -  Donna Vaughn

Lake County Economic Development Center -  Derek Elshaw

Storm Water Management Committee -  Joe D’Ambrosio

RECOGNITION OF THE PUBLIC 

Mr. Elshaw recognized the public input at this time; he reminded the speakers that there is a 3-minute limit for their comments, all comments are to be directed to the Chair and not include any personalities or individuals.

Susan McCullough, 35959 Hiawatha Blvd., Eastlake, OH

Ms. McCullough:  She moved to Eastlake in 1978 and she has lived here more than half her life and considers it her home.  In 30 years she has seen many things occur in the City – some good and some not.  But tonight she would like to publicly say Thank You to some of our City leaders.  Thank you to Councilman Zontini for listening to her on Saturday when she was upset and for his promise to look into the problem that was distressing her and for getting back to her quickly.  She wants to say Thank You to her Ward Councilman Knuchel – he not only took her phone call on Saturday – he listened to her and quickly came to her house and could not have been any more helpful or concerned then he was – he promised to try to give her some answers on Monday.  She also needs to say Thank You to Councilman Morley for listening to her patiently and for forgiving him for hollering at him and for personally coming over Sunday at noon in a blizzard and taking a look at the problem – he also promised to try to give her answers on Monday.  She cannot say Thank You enough to the three Councilmen for caring about the problem and her frustration.  She would also like to say Thank You to Mayor Andrzejewski for returning her call to his home Saturday night quickly.  She wished he would have actually talked to her but she did receive his message that his Department Heads handle their own Departments and he really does not deal with the problems of individual citizens.  She would like to Thank the newly created Building Property Maintenance Department for sending Zoning and Property Maintenance Inspector Marshall to apologize for the mistake and last and far from least she needs to Thank our first class, top notch Eastlake paramedics for coming to her aid that weekend on Sunday afternoon when Kevin had a seizure.  She does not know what she would do without them – they are a Godsend – Thank You so much to all that helped.  For her the official notice of violation was a mistake but having experienced it first hand she must offer one suggestion on your method of sending out the Building Code violation notices – she found it very frustrating that the registered letter she received was delivered on Saturday after City Hall was closed and she was left to stew on this situation all weekend, unable to get any definite answers.  Maybe sending the notices out only Monday through Wednesday would assure their delivery when all Departments are open to answer questions.  For her, being able to settle the matter by having her questions answered that day would have saved everyone a lot of time and grief.  She would like to end this with a sincere Thank You to Councilman Zontini, Councilman Knuchel, Councilman Morley and our Eastlake paramedics.  Eastlake residents are all fortunate you are here for us and she thanks them very much. 

There was no one else who wished to speak.

LEGISLATION PROPOSED - First number will be 2008-001







ORDINANCE NO.: 01-22-(01)

Requested by:  Service Director Mr. Semik  

An Ordinance amending Chapter 311 

Sponsored by:  Mr. Zontini 



“Street Obstructions and Special Uses,” of 

the Codified Ordinances of the City of Eastlake, specifically Section 311.01 “Placing Injurious Material, Snow or Obstruction in Street,” and declaring an emergency.

MOTION:  Mr. Zontini moved to suspend the rules requiring separate readings and reading in full.  Mr. D’Ambrosio seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

MOTION:  Mr. Zontini moved to adopt.  Mr. D’Ambrosio seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Ordinance No. 2008-001.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_







ORDINANCE NO.: 01-22-(02)

Requested by:  Planning Commission

An Ordinance authorizing the issuance of a

Sponsored by:  Mr. D’Ambrosio


Conditional Use Permit to Brian Zinner, 

Agent for Eazy Appliance, 33238 Vine 

Street,  Eastlake, Ohio, and declaring an emergency.

MOTION:  Mr. D’Ambrosio moved to suspend the rules requiring separate readings and reading in full.  Mr. Morley seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

MOTION:  Mr. D’Ambrosio moved to adopt.  Mr. Morley seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Ordinance No. 2008-002.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_







ORDINANCE NO.: 01-22-(03)

Requested by:  Planning Commission

An Ordinance authorizing the issuance 

Sponsored by:  Mr. D’Ambrosio


of a Conditional Use Permit to Amy Merk, 

agent for Zero Gravity Xtremes, LLC,  34675 Melinz Pkwy., Eastlake, Ohio, and declaring an emergency.

MOTION:  Mr. D’Ambrosio moved to suspend the rules requiring separate readings and reading in full.  Mr. Morley seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

MOTION:  Mr. D’Ambrosio moved to adopt.  Mr. Morley seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Ordinance No. 2008-003.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_







ORDINANCE NO.: 01-22-(04)

Requested by:  Planning Commission

An Ordinance authorizing the issuance

Sponsored by:  Mr. D’Ambrosio 


of a Conditional Use Permit to John J. 

Marusic, agent for American Croation Lodge, Inc., 34900 Lakeshore Blvd., Eastlake, Ohio, and declaring 

an emergency.

MOTION:  Mr. D’Ambrosio moved to suspend the rules requiring separate readings and reading in full.  Mr. Morley seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

MOTION:  Mr. D’Ambrosio moved to adopt.  Mr. Morley seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Ordinance No. 2008-004.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_







RESOLUTION NO.: 01-22-(05)

Requested by: Administration



A Resolution authorizing and directing the Sponsored by: Mr. Knuchel 



Mayor and Director of Finance to enter into 








a Contract with Fiorilli Construction 








Company Inc., the lowest and best bidder, 








for the JFK Senior Center Vestibule 








Improvements, for Option 1 in the total 








amount of Twenty-Nine Thousand Nine 

Hundred Dollars ($29,900.00), and declaring an emergency.

MOTION:  Mr. Knuchel moved to suspend the rules requiring separate readings and reading in full.  Mr. D’Ambrosio seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

MOTION:  Mr. Knuchel moved to adopt.  Mr. D’Ambrosio seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Resolution No. 2008-005.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_




RESOLUTION NO.: 01-22-(06)

Requested by:  Finance Director Mr. Condron
A Resolution authorizing the Director of Sponsored by:  Mr. Knuchel 

Finance to transfer funds, with said funds to 




be transferred from the General Fund in the 




amounts as listed into Fund #301 “General 




Bond Retirement” for interest payments on 

the 2004 Stadium Bonds, and declaring an emergency.

MOTION:  Mr. Knuchel moved to suspend the rules requiring separate readings and reading in full.  Mr. D’Ambrosio seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

MOTION:  Mr. Knuchel moved to adopt.  Mr. D’Ambrosio seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Resolution No. 2008-006.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_







RESOLUTION NO.: 01-22-(07)

Requested by:  Administration


A Resolution authorizing and directing 

Sponsored by:  Mr. Lajeunesse  


the Eastlake Port Authority to file an 

Application with the Ohio Department of 

Natural Resources Division of Watercraft for the purpose of obtaining a grant for installing, replacing, and maintaining navigational buoys in the Chagrin River, and declaring an emergency.

MOTION:  Mr. Lajeunesse moved to suspend the rules requiring separate readings and reading in full.  Mr. Morley seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

MOTION:  Mr. Lajeunesse moved to adopt.  Mr. Morley seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Resolution No. 2008-007.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_







RESOLUTION NO.: 01-22-(08)

Requested by:  Administration


A Resolution authorizing and directing the Sponsored by:  Mr. Knuchel



Mayor and Director of Finance to purchase 

through the State of Ohio Cooperative Purchasing Program, Five (5) 2008 Ford Crown Victoria P71 Automobiles for the City of Eastlake Police Department in an amount not to exceed Twenty-Two Thousand One Hundred Eleven Dollars ($22,111.00) per vehicle, with a total cost not to exceed One Hundred Ten Thousand Five Hundred Fifty-Five Dollars ($110,555.00), and declaring an emergency.

MOTION:  Mr. Knuchel moved to suspend the rules requiring separate readings and reading in full.  Mr. Morley seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

MOTION:  Mr. Knuchel moved to adopt.  Mr. Morley seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Resolution No. 2008-008.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_

LEGISLATION PENDING   

There was no Legislation Pending.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

There was no Unfinished Business.

NEW BUSINESS

There was no New Business.

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS:

MAYOR/SAFETY DIRECTOR – Ted Andrzejewski

Mayor Andrzejewski: He and Mr. Lajeunesse met with the Port Authority – they proposed a contract with Huffman Equipment to try to prevent the ice from building up and daming the mouth of the river – the contract would not except $4,000 – he checked with Mr. Condron – there is money in the budget to do this.  For light ice they will use a tug boat to break up the ice – if it is heavy ice there will be a higher hourly rate and they would use a backhoe type of equipment to break up the ice.  We hope to prevent flooding and damage to marinas – if we keep the water moving we also keep the silt moving so the need for dredging in the spring will be decreased and we won’t have to spend as much money.  This is a good suggestion – he and Mr. Lajeunesse liked it and think it will benefit the people of Eastlake.   At Council’s suggestion we are using more salt on the streets, particularly at intersections – we are not scrimping but we are not going overboard on the salt usage – we will salt everyplace where there is a traffic light or a stop sign.  This concluded his report and he was open for questions.

Mr. Knuchel:  What fund will the money to break up the ice come out of?

Mr. Condron:  They have a Port Authority fund.  

Mr. Knuchel:  It was his impression we had no money set aside for that at this particular point in time.  Is that correct?

Mr. Condron: Not in the initial budget.

Mayor Andrzejewski: He thought Mr. Condron told him we were going to take this money out of “Other Contracts.”

Mr. Condron:  Mr. Condron’s comments could not be understood – when asked for clarification he explained the funds would come from “Rivers and Harbors,” account #101.860.5407 “Other Contracts.”

Mayor Andrzejewski:  Mr. Condron, please send a memo to everyone tomorrow to let them know exactly what fund you will use – if we have to use it.

Mr. Knuchel:  Shouldn’t this be under the Port Authority’s jurisdiction – they are also going to benefit out of this as far as their dredging go. He realizes we did not give them any money this year or the year before to do that.

Mayor Andrzejewski:  This was proposed by the Port Authority and Councilman Lajeunesse – would it benefit the City – yes – if we can stop flooding and help limit damage to the marinas it will help some people in Eastlake – he thought that was the overriding factor – for the amount of money we are going to spend – it could be zero – or $2,000 – it is a small price to pay to prevent flooding. It is not a small expense if we have to utilize the flood warning – the cost of police and fire overtime.  If we can do some preventative measures – if it is for the benefit of the residents of Eastlake we should do it.

Mr. Knuchel:  We  have done that before in the past and it has been effective.  

Mayor Andrzejewski:  It was done but we did not pay for it.  It was effective.

Mr. Knuchel:  His main concern is why isn’t the Port Authority doing it – they do collect money on the river for licensing fees.  If it is not such a great amount then they shouldn’t…

Mayor Andrzejewski:  They had come to us for some funds that we are going to submit for the General Budget.  He knows the cost of dredging – they are asking $15,000 from us – he knows there is no way they will get $25,000 – this will put a large dent in it but will not cover the total cost of dredging.

Mr. Knuchel:  They also receive funds form ODNR.  

Mayor Andrzejewski:  Only every three years.  They used most of the money last year.

Mr. Lajeunesse:  They used the money last year –  most of us did not know they broke up the ice last year – it was very effective – they are not sure they will need to do it this year but if there is a need…

Mayor Andrzejewski:  The ODNR grant is for three years - $300,000 - $400,000 per year – what the Port Authority raises in fees does not come near in covering the cost of dredging.  If we can prevent the silt from building up it will reduce the amount of dredging and the cost will come down.

Mr. Elshaw:  He understands this will benefit the City of Eastlake as a whole – and he understands the safety concerns.  However he does understand that the Port Authority is set up to obtain funds for that type of thing.  This will be discussed during the budget review hearings. How much are we talking about?

Mayor Andrzejewski:  $250 per hour if they use the tugboat and a Captain – that would be if the ice was light.  If they had to use the tugboat and the backhoe with the Captain and a deckhand the cost would be $750 per hour. He has advised they would not get anymore than four hours for each and we have limited it to $4,000 maximum.

Mr. Elshaw:  Thank you. He is sure this will come up in the budget discussions.

There were no further questions of Mayor Andrzejewski.

LAW DIRECTOR – Randy Klammer

Mr. Klammer:   We discussed SKRL at the last meeting – he has since had discussions with their attorney and he is waiting to hear from him after he talks with his client.  We have oral arguments scheduled in the ODOT litigation for pending portions but it is nothing too substantial.  We filed a mediation brief in our litigation with Timberlake – this took a significant amount of time – he mentions this to say thanks to Mrs. Cendroski and Mr. Condron on their efforts in providing him with documents.  This concluded his report and he was open for questions.

There were no questions of Mr. Klammer.

FINANCE DIRECTOR – Brian Condron

Mr. Condron:  Regarding the comments about the Port Authority – he thinks we did put a couple of thousand dollars into account #101.860.5407 to get it started.  They have been working on the final reports and have submitted a memo on the North Parkway Sewers – he thanks Mr. Klammer for his help – he will report on this in the Finance Committee meeting – he is working on the 2008 budget and welcomes any ideas on the budget.  This concluded his report and he was open for questions.

There were no further questions of Mr. Condron.

TAX ADMINISTRATOR – Angela Keneven-Zanella

Mrs. Keneven-Zanella:  They have been working on the figures to close out 2007 – we did exceed our projections.  A big part of that is the collection of old debt and we will continue to work on the collection of old debt.  Our office is getting ready for the 2007 tax season – all the information is available on line – the forms can be found on the eastlakeohio.com web site. Our office will prepare tax returns at no charge if the residents contact the Tax Department.  This concluded her report and she was open for questions.

Mr. Elshaw:  What are your projections for 2008 and beyond for revenue streams from City income tax?

Mrs. Keneven-Zanella:  She did do some figures for Mr. Condron so he could be aware of some of the figures that will affect collections as far as closures and the loss of some of the payroll of the companies that have closed. She has made Mr. Condron aware of that.  We are hoping that with some of the newer companies coming into the City this will help to offset some of that. With that and our collection efforts we are hoping to at least take in the number we did this year.

Mr. Elshaw:  So, we are hoping for the 2007 numbers?

Mrs. Kenven-Zanella:  We are hoping – we are going to work on it.

Mr. Elshaw:  Are projections looking pretty close?

Mr. Condron:  In 2006 the income tax was $7,146,000 – in our December report we exceeded that – we budgeted $7,187,000 – we should be consistent.

Mr. Elshaw:  He agrees, if that continues it will be great – but he is asking if it looks that way.

Mayor Andrzejewski:  He likes to be cautions when we say we exceeded our projections – when we say exceeded we exceeded by about $86,000?

Mr. Condron:  $40,000.

Mayor Andrzejewski:  We are very accurate in our projections – and, we have been in the last few years on projecting how much we are going to get in.  

There were no further questions of Mrs. Keneven-Zanella.

SERVICE DIRECTOR – Mike Semik

Mr. Semik was absent and excused. 

CHIEF BUILDING OFFICIAL – Joe Voros

Mr. Voros: The software is going very well – sometimes we make errors with it but it is help the Department tremendously – we are not spending at much time in the office writing letters – it is pretty much automated – all we have to do is check the violation box and the letter is printed.  That leaves us more time to do inspections.  Other than that business is as usual. This concluded his report and he was open for questions.

There were no questions of Mr. Voros.

CITY ENGINEER – Tom Gwydir

Mr. Gwydir:  We have been working with NOACA, ODOT and TraffPro to get the final plans together and get the funding set for the City-wide signalization project – we are expecting a lockdown of the final Federal funding amount to come in mid-February – that will tie in with the legislation on the signal system which is moving into Committee now.

Mayor Andrzejewski:  Mr. Gwydir and C.T. Consultants did a nice job – by the end of 2008 all the traffic signals in the City will be updated with LED lights.  They last about 5-7 years and also use less electricity.  Initially NOACA wanted to give $175,000.  The total cost was $600,000 – through Mr. Gwydir and C.T. Consultant’s efforts the City will only have to pay $144,000 of that with NOACA paying the balance.  That would be 75%-25%.  That is a deal we will take anytime. Thank you, Mr. Gwydir.

Mr. Knuchel:  Can you elaborate on the cost savings?  That is significant.

Mayor Andrzejewski:  The cost savings come from not replacing the bulbs – the man-hours it take.  But more significant is the electricity use – a LED light uses about 80% less electricity than what we currently use. So you save in bulbs, man hours and electricity.

There were no further questions of Mr. Gwydir.

POLICE CHIEF – John  Ruth

Due to the speaker not speaking directly and clearly into the microphone comments could not be understood.
There were no questions of Chief Ruth.

 FIRE CHIEF – Richard Sabo

Chief Sabo was absent and excused.

MOTION TO ADJOURN INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION

Mr. Elshaw asked for a Motion to adjourn into Executive Session of discussion of matters involving the employment of a public employee.

MOTION:   Mr. Zontini moved to adjourn into Executive Session in compliance with Ohio Revised Code Section 121.22, "Open Meeting Law."  Mr. Lajeunesse seconded. The meeting was adjourned to Executive Session for the purpose of discussion of matters involving the employment of a public employee.

MEETING CALLED BACK TO SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING
Mr. Zontini moved to adjourn back into the Special Meeting portion.  Mr. Knuchel seconded.  The meeting was called back to the Special Council Meeting with Mr. Zontini, Mr. Knuchel, Mr. D’Ambrosio, Ms. Vaughn, Mr. Lajeunesse, Mr. Morley and Council President Mr. Elshaw in attendance.  

ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 8:45 p.m. 


​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​



______________________________________






DEREK W. ELSHAW, COUNCIL PRESIDENT

APPROVED: _______________________

ATTEST:       _______________________

                 DEBORAH A. CENDROSKI, CMC        

 

CLERK OF COUNCIL 
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