
      EASTLAKE CITY COUNCIL

                                         REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

                                                          JANUARY 10, 2006

The Regular Meeting of the Eastlake City Council was held at Eastlake City Hall, 35150 Lake Shore Boulevard.  The Meeting was called to order by Council President Mr. Elshaw at approximately 7:30 p.m.  

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mr. Morley.

ATTENDEES

Members of Council in attendance were Mr. Morley, Mr. D’Ambrosio, Mr. Razov, Mr. Lajeunesse, Mr. Knuchel, Mr. Zontini, and Council President Mr. Elshaw. Also attending was Council Clerk Mrs. Cendroski.

Those attending from the Administration were Mayor Andrzejewski, Assistant Finance Director Mr. Vuckovich, Law Director Mr. Klammer, Service Director Mr. Semik, City Engineer Mr. Guard, Police Chief Ruth and Fire Chief Sabo.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Public Hearing Meeting – December 6, 2005


Re:  Conditional Use Permit: Fifth Third Bank, Vine Street, Eastlake

MOTION: Mr. Razov moved to approve the minutes of the Public Hearing of December 6, 2005.  Mr. Lajeunesse seconded.

ROLL CALL:
 Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried.  The minutes were approved.

Regular Council Meeting – December 20, 2005

MOTION: Mr. Razov moved to approve the minutes of the Regular Council Meeting of December 20, 2005.  Mr. Lajeunesse seconded.

ROLL CALL:
 Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried.  The minutes were approved.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT’S REPORT – Mr. Elshaw

Meetings Scheduled

Mr. Elshaw:  The Council-as-a-Whole Committee Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, January 24, 2006 at 7:00 p.m. and the Regular Council Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, January 24, 2006 at 7:30 p.m.

A Special Council Meeting is scheduled for 6:30 p.m. on Monday, January 30, 2006, Monday, February 6, 2006 and Wednesday, February 8, 2006.

Further, a Public Hearing regarding a rezoning request is scheduled for Tuesday, January 24, 2006 at 6:00 p.m.

COMMUNICATIONS &  PETITIONS

A donation request was received from the Willoughby-Eastlake Association for the Gifted and Talented.  Mr. Elshaw explained that this was for each Councilperson’s individual consideration.

A communication was received from the Administration regarding a Conditional Use Permit Renewal requests for Scorchers, 35520 Vine Street and Mon Ami Bar & Grill, Inc., dba Euro Café on the Vine, Inc., 36219 Vine Street.  These were referred to Planning Committee.

A communication was received from the Administration regarding a proposed amendment to City Ordinance Chapter 969.03(d) “Schedule of Charges.”  This was referred to Finance Committee.

A communication was received from Service Director Mr. Semik regarding the bid tabulation and recommendation for Concrete Supplies for 2006. This was referred to Finance Committee.

A communication was received from the Administration regarding the purchase of Police Vehicles, a Fire Department Squad Car and Service Department equipment.  The request for the Police and Fire Department vehicles was referred to the Safety Committee and the request for the Service Department was already pending in Service/Utilities Committee.  

A Conditional Use Permit recommendation was received from the Planning Commission for Child Care, 1647 E. 332nd Street, Eastlake.  This was referred to Planning Committee.

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS

RECREATION COMMITTEE – Mr. Knuchel

Mr. Knuchel: At this time he had no formal report as there are no items pending in the Recreation Committee, but he was open for questions.

There were no questions of Mr. Knuchel.

PLANNING COMMITTEE – Mr. D’Ambrosio 

Mr. D’Ambrosio:  The Planning Committee had not met since the last regularly scheduled Council meeting, therefore, he had no formal report.  As items have been referred into Planning Committee this evening he 

will be scheduling a Planning Committee meeting in the near future.  He was open for questions.

There were no questions of Mr. D’Ambrosio.

FINANCE COMMITTEE – Mr. Elshaw

Mr. Elshaw:  The Finance Committee held two meetings since our last regular Council meeting – the first being on January 5, 2006 at 6:30 p.m. with all present from Council.  In attendance from the Administration were Mayor Andrzejewski, Finance Director Mr. Slocum, Law Director Mr. Klammer and Tax Administrator Mrs. Keneven-Zanella.  The Committee also met on Monday, January 9, 2006 at 6:30 p.m. with all present from Council. In attendance from the Administration were Mayor Andrzejewski, Assistant Finance Director Mr. Vuckovich,  Law Director Mr. Klammer, Tax Administrator Mrs. Keneven-Zanella and Fire Chief Sabo.  The topic of both meetings was tax increase alternatives – Council was presented with five alternatives – three of which are under discussion. The items presented were an income tax increase, a property tax increase, or a combination of both.  There was much discussion about the garbage fee – also much discussion as to what we felt was fair to the residents or could possibly be fair to the residents.  Also discussed was scheduling Plan B – which would be the other alternative of possible cuts – we are expecting this from the Administration by February 3rd.  Also, as we continue to speak about this matter we would like everybody in the audience and the public to come forward – we encourage all residents to attend the Finance Committee meetings and we welcome all input.  Also discussed was a request he received from the senior citizen regarding the recycling and the possibility of utilizing an outside service for those interested.  The Administration has promised to look in the possibility of third party services.  This concluded his report and he was open for questions.

There were no questions of Mr. Elshaw.

ORDINANCE COMMITTEE  - Mr. Zontini

Mr. Zontini: The Ordinance Committee has not met since the last scheduled Council meeting. We will be scheduling a meeting as there are several issues pending – but, at this time it would be prudent to wait until the flurry of upcoming meetings are over before we try to squeeze in another meeting – but, one will be scheduled. This concluded his report and he was open for questions.

There were no questions of Mr. Zontini.

SERVICE/UTILITIES COMMITTEE – Mr. Razov

Mr. Razov:  The Service Utilities Committee has not met since the last regularly scheduled Council meeting, however, items are now pending in Committee and he will be polling the Committee and getting in touch with the Clerk to schedule a meeting sometime this month. This concluded his report and he was open for questions.  

There were no questions of Mr. Razov.

SAFETY COMMITTEE – Mr. Morley

Mr. Morley: The Safety Committee has not met since the last Council meeting since the last Council meeting – as there have been items referred into the Committee he will be coordinating with the rest of Council in hopes of possibly combining our meetings. This concluded his report and he was open for questions. 

There were no questions of Mr. Morley.

Additional Comment

Council President Mr. Elshaw:  We will be reviewing the assignment of Committee Chairs and Committees shortly.

RECOGNITION OF THE PUBLIC 
Mr. Elshaw recognized the public input at this time; he reminded the speakers that there is a 3-minute limit for their comments, all comments are to be directed to the Chair and not include any personalities or individuals.

Debbie Berezne, 125 Traymore, Eastlake

Ms. Berezne:  She would like to commend Council on the fine job you are doing and she applauds Council and knows Council is trying its best to help us out of the situation we are in.  She wanted to provide input on her side and how she feels about the levies and the taxes.  She has lived in Eastlake for 20 years and owns her own home – she has three part-time jobs to do it – it is very hard for her.  She has three part-time jobs so she has no benefits – she does not get paid vacations – she does not have paid holidays – she does not have medical insurance – she can’t afford it.  She will not be voting for any levy or tax increases and she wanted Council to understand her side – she is unable to give anymore – she brings home $600.00  - $650.00 per month - $450.00 is her house payment – last month her gas bill was $200.00 so she is already in the hole – she has an electric bill, a phone bill, a cable bill – she does not have a computer, cell phone, CD’s, DVD’s or Ibods – she has no extra income to pay for any tax increase.  She has no 401K’s because of the part-time jobs – she has no savings.  She understands Council’s side and what you are trying to present and she hopes Council understands her side.  She cannot believe she is the only single, low income resident in Eastlake that has a problem with this.  There has to be other residents that live like she does.  She appreciates what is being done and she understands that you are trying to help us and she hopes it is understood that when she votes no it is because it is personal – it is not a vendetta against Council or the City – it is personal.

Bill Mattingly, 747 Stevens Blvd., Eastlake

Mr. Mattingly:  We went to two recycling sites today – both were overflowing on the grown – Jakse and City Hall.  

Mayor Andrzejewski:  That is good news and bad news.  The good news is people have overwhelmingly responded to continue recycling – the bad news is we weren’t prepared for that – we were going to have the bins emptied every other week – they emptied the bins today at 5:00 p.m. – we have now requested the recycle company to come every Wednesday to empty the bins.  We have been advised if we continue to get good response from the residents they will come twice a week – whatever we need.  It is a learning experience. It is good that people have responded so well and now we will adjust the schedule to accommodate that.

Mr. Elshaw:  Is there an additional cost for them to come more often?

Mayor Andrzejewski:  No additional cost.

There was no one else who wished to speak.

LEGISLATION PROPOSED - First number will be 2006-001




RESOLUTION NO.: 01-10-(01)

Requested by: Finance Director Mr. Slocum

A Resolution accepting the amounts and rates as 

determined by the Budget Commission and authorizing the necessary Tax Levies and certifying them to the County Auditor, and declaring an emergency.

MOTION:  Mr. Razov moved to suspend the rules requiring three separate readings and reading in full.  Mr. Zontini seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

MOTION:  Mr. Razov moved to adopt.  Mr. Zontini seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Resolution No. 2006-001.

LEGISLATION PENDING

There was none.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

There was none.

NEW BUSINESS

There was none.

MAYOR/SAFETY DIRECTOR – Ted Andrzejewski

Mayor Andrzejewski asked for approval of the reappointment of Richard Karlovec to the Board of Zoning Appeals and Londy Bracale to the Architectural Board of Review.  

Appointment to Board of Zoning Appeals

Mr. Knuchel hereby moved to approve the appointment of Richard Karlovec to a five-year term with the Board of Zoning Appeals, said term expiring 12/31/2010.  Mr. Zontini seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried.  Richard Karlovec is re-appointed to the Board of Zoning Appeals

Appointment to Architectural Board of Review

Mr. Morley moved to approve the appointment of Londy Bracale to a three-year term with the Architectural Board of Review, said term expiring 12/31/08 to a three-year term. Mr. Zontini seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried.  Londy Bracale is re-appointed to the Architectural Board of Review.

Additional Comments

Mayor Andrzejewski requested approval of the reappointment of Directors for the City of Eastlake: Mike Semik as Service Director, Steve Guard as City Engineer, Mike Slocum as Finance Director, Edward Walsh as CBO and Joseph R. Klammer, Esq., as Law Director.

Appointment of Directors

Mr. Morley moved to approved the Mayor’s Appointment of Directors as follows:

Law Director:  Joseph R. Klammer, Esq.

Finance Director:  Michael Slocum

Service Director: Michael Semik

Chief Building Official: Edward Walsh

City Engineer:  Steve Guard

Mr. Knuchel seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried.  The Directors of the City of Eastlake are re-appointed.

Additional Comments

In regards to Mr. Klammer’s letter to the Captains, the Administration is not pleased with their scheduling of a fantasy camp at the stadium for June 16th – 18th at $2,800 a player without either consulting the City or working out a rental arrangement with us.  Mr. Klammer issued a letter specifying language in the lease which specifies that any non-baseball events being scheduled at the stadium requires the City’s approval as any event that would be for the public good. The Captains have been told when that stadium is used, especially the playing field, we expect rental for that playing field – the ballpark is owned by the City and the residents and we take a very dim view of the Captains using the facility as if it were their own – and that is what they have done – they have scheduled an event with the charge of $2,800 per person and the City will receive no rental from them.  Compare that to a group called Legends of Baseball who wanted to rent the stadium last year and will rent it this year for a three day tournament and they will pay us approximately $10,000 – that is comparative to the rental they paid across the country.  We are taking a very dim view – we don’t like it that the Captains scheduled this event without our approval or without even consulting us – Mr. Klammer has issued a very nice response.

This concluded his report and he was open for questions.

There were no questions of Mayor Andrzejewski.

SERVICE DIRECTOR – Mike Semik

Mr. Semik:  Congratulations to Council President Mr. Elshaw and Council Vice President Mr. Zontini on your appointments.  

Leaf pickup is continuing with the nice weather.  The salt has arrived and has been treated with the 

de-icer – we are set for anymore snow.  We are continuing with maintenance of the roads – chuck hole repairs – we are picking up Christmas Trees.  We have also continued our sanitary flushing of the sewers.  As long as the weather is cooperative we will continue will all of these things. Within the next couple of weeks we will be installing our alternate source heater in the Service garage – it will utilize used oil – this is a test to see how efficient it is – if all goes well we may replace some of the other heaters in the Service Garage to cut down or dependence on natural gas.  This concluded his report and he was open for questions.

Mayor Andrzejewski:  If this works like we hope we will get a couple more to heat the Service garage which is are largest open space building.

There were no questions of Mr. Semik.

FIRE CHIEF – Richard Sabo

Fire Chief Sabo:  The self-contained breathing apparatus have come in – we are currently training on them and they should be in service by next week – they are appreciated and will help us do our job.  The vehicle exhaust system has been installed and is operational at this time.  We received a grant for that – we have requested and received $130,320 to embrace some of the costs.  Their runs were up a little more than last year. This concluded his report and he was open for questions.

There were no questions of Chief Sabo.

POLICE CHIEF – John  Ruth

Chief Ruth:  They have had more incidences filed this year than last.  They have requested approval to purchase the rest of the vehicles for their fleet.  This concluded his report and he was open for questions.

There were no questions of Chief Ruth.

LAW DIRECTOR – Randy Klammer

Mr. Klammer:  Congratulations to Mr. Elshaw and Mr. Zontini on their appointments.  Thank you for the appointment – it is important to him and he hopes everyone understands that the City of Eastlake is a very important client to him and his family.  He truly appreciates the opportunity to represent you again, especially considering there is a new Mayor who is now official and essentially an entirely new Council – this makes it that much more important.  

In hearing the candid comments of the first public speaker – it reminds him, as he is sure the same is with all of you, of how important this job is and what a true honor it is to represent people when residents find themselves in those positions – it makes the burden on us that much more important.  He thanks the speaker for sharing this and he will not forget it.

This past year the Law Department has revised and implemented a new enforcement mechanism with the Tax Department – we created new criminal complaints with the Police Department, our Prosecutor and the Tax Administrator to create a whole new system, which we did not have before.  We are going through the same process right now with the Building Department – we have just created a whole new set of criminal complaints for the Building Department to speed up the criminal enforcement process when dealing with violations.  Both the Tax and Building Departments will have a streamlined criminal enforcement mechanism.

This concluded his report and he was open for questions.

There were no questions of Mr. Klammer.

FINANCE DIRECTOR – Mike Slocum

Mr. Vuckovich: Congratulations to all on their appointments.  All his reports have been submitted in writing and he was open for questions. 

There were no questions of Mr. Vuckovich.

TAX ADMINISTRATOR – Angela Keneven-Zanella

Mrs. Keneven-Zanella was absent and excused.

CITY ENGINEER – Steve Guard

Mr. Guard:  He would like to thank the Mayor for the re-appointment as City Engineer and to Council for their confirmation.  He too takes this job very seriously and appreciates your confidence.  They are performing the calibration done quarterly between the City of Willoughby and Eastlake with the outflow engineer and Mr. Gorka of the WPCC.  The calibrations are used to determine the flow split costs for each community.  In response to the Mayor’s request that he check on the status of the Lakeshore Blvd Force Main Project which was scheduled for last year and due to lack of acquisition of easements from the residents the project was postponed – it is hoped we will be advertising the job in early Spring and home to start construction in May, 2006 –  the area by the tributary should be started in October - the City of Willoughby is finalizing the plans and the permits on behalf of the Ohio EPA.  We have completed the report on the upgrade to the package plant for pump replacement as required by the EPA and should advertise in the near future.  We have also submitted the paperwork for Roberts Road.

This concluded his report and he was open for questions.

There were no questions of Mr. Guard.

ADJOURNMENT

The Regular Council meeting was adjourned at approximately 8:04 p.m.



______​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​______________________________________





DEREK W. ELSHAW, COUNCIL PRESIDENT

APPROVED: _______________________

ATTEST:   ________________________

                 DEBORAH A. CENDROSKI, CMC        

 
CLERK OF COUNCIL 
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