 
      EASTLAKE CITY COUNCIL

        REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

   FEBRUARY 8, 2005

The Regular Meeting of the Eastlake City Council was held at Eastlake City Hall, 35150 

Lake Shore Boulevard.  The Meeting was called to order by Council President Mr. Hillier at approximately 7:30 p.m.  

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mr. Lajeunesse. 

SWEARING – IN OF LAURA A. DEPLEDGE AS COUNCILMAN – WARD 1

Law Director Mr. Klammer administered the oath of office to Laura A. DePledge as Councilman for Ward 1 in the City of Eastlake.

ATTENDEES

Members of Council in attendance were Mr. Lajeunesse, Mr. Razov, Mr. Zontini, Mr. Knuchel,  Ms. DePledge and Council President Mr. Hillier. Also attending was Council Clerk Mrs. Cendroski.    Mr. Elshaw was absent and excused.

Those attending from the Administration were Mayor Andrzejewski, Law Director Mr. Klammer, Finance Director Mr. Slocum, Service/Recreation Director Mr. Philipp, and City Engineer Mr. Guard.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Regular Council Meeting – JANUARY 25, 2005

MOTION: Mr. Razov moved to approve the minutes of the Regular Council meeting held on January 25, 2005.  Mr. Lajeunesse seconded.

ROLL CALL:
 Yeas:  Mr. Razov, Mr. Lajeunesse, Mr. Zontini, Mr. Knuchel, Mr. Hillier 



         Abstain:  Ms. DePledge

Motion carried.  The minutes were approved.

Public Hearing Meeting – January 25, 2005


Re:  Conditional Use Permit: Allegra 4 on the Floor

MOTION: Mr. Razov moved to approve the minutes of the Public Hearing meeting held on January 25, 2005.  Mr. Lajeunesse seconded.

ROLL CALL:
 Yeas:  Mr. Razov, Mr. Lajeunesse, Mr. Zontini, Mr. Knuchel, Mr. Hillier 

       
         Abstain:  Ms. DePledge

Motion carried.  The minutes were approved.

Special Council Meeting to Adjourn into Executive Session – January 26, 2005

MOTION: Mr. Razov moved to approve the minutes of the Special Council Meeting to adjourn into Executive Session held on January 26, 2005.  Mr. Lajeunesse seconded.

ROLL CALL:
 Yeas:  Mr. Razov, Mr. Lajeunesse, Mr. Zontini, Mr. Knuchel, Mr. Hillier 

                     Abstain:  Ms. DePledge

Motion carried.  The minutes were approved.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT’S REPORT - Mr. Hillier

Meetings Scheduled

Mr. Hillier stated that the Council-as-a-Whole Committee Meeting would be scheduled for Tuesday, February 22, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. at City Hall and the Regular Council Meeting would be held on Tuesday, February 22, 2005 at 7:30 p.m. at City Hall. 

Mr. Hillier stated the Charter Review Commission would hold its meeting Wednesday, February 16, 2005 at 6:30 p.m., adding the public is welcome and encouraged to attend.

Mr. Hillier stated the Financial Planning & Supervisory Commission meeting would be held on Wednesday, February 23, 2005 at 5:00 p.m.

Mr. Hillier further stated that the Western Reserve Municipal Clerk’s Association is sponsoring a seminar for elected officials on Saturday, March 5, 2005 here at City Hall – the topics to be discussed will be a presentation from the Attorney General’s office on the Sunshine Laws and Open Meetings Act and a presentation from the Ohio Municipal League on Council Procedures and Financing Municipal Governments.  Mr. Hillier encouraged all members of Council to attend, adding the seminar was Mrs. Cendroski’s idea and she presented it to the Association.  Mr. Hillier thanked Mrs. Cendroski for her efforts – with all the new members on Council this provides a great opportunity – elected officials from other Cities have also been invited.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT’S REMARKS
Mr. Hillier stated the Kiwanis Club will be conducting a Monte Carlo in support of the Blvd. of 500 Flags – this will be the weekend of March 11th, 12th, & 13th   at the American Legion Hall in an attempt to raise money for name plates, the flags, the flag poles.  Mr. Hillier stated anyone who would like to volunteer should contact him at home or the Council office – Mr. Scott Buckley, an Eastlake resident, is also going to be coordinating this – there are a number of people involved – it is a great event – we are trying to raise $10,000 to purchase new flags – a decent flag costs $11.00 - $12.00 – they will be stitched flags and good quality – we would appreciate any offer of assistance.
COMMUNICATIONS &  PETITIONS

A Liquor License request was received from the Smoke Shop, Inc., dba Discount Tobacco Store, 34722 Vine Street, Eastlake, OH.  This was referred to Planning Committee.

A communication was received from the Administration regarding a proposed amendment to City Ordinance 155.02 “Vacation Pay.” This was referred to Ordinance Committee.

A bid recommendation was received from the Administration regarding the sale of confiscated firearms. Mr. Hillier explained this was discussed in Ordinance Committee and is on the evening’s agenda as Legislation No. 02-08-(06).

A Conditional Use Permit recommendation was received from the Planning Commission regarding the Lake County Yacht Club, 35979 Lakeshore Blvd., Eastlake, OH. This was referred to Planning Committee.

A communication was received from the City of Willoughby regarding an amendment to City Ordinance 939.46 “Sewer Service Charges.”  Mr. Hillier explained this was discussed in Council-as-a-Whole and will be added to the evening’s agenda.
COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS

ORDINANCE COMMITTEE  - Mr. Lajeunesse

Mr. Lajeunesse greeted all present and stated the Ordinance Committee met on Tuesday, February 1, 2005 at 6:30 p.m. at which several items were discussed – one item was moved forward and appears on the evening’s agenda – this has to do with an amendment to City Ordinance 513.03 “Drug Abuse Controlled Substance Possession or Use.” – this matter was brought to the Committee by LT. Herron, through Police Chief Ruth and is in regards to not being able to charge a person who has taken a drug or a controlled substance and is under the influence of that drug when taken into custody – this amendment should rectify this issue.  Mr. Lajeunesse stated everything else has been held for further discussion in our next meeting.  

Mr. Lajeunesse stated that next Ordinance Committee Meeting would be Tuesday, February 15, 2005.

Mr. Lajeunesse read an excerpt from a letter sent by Council President Mr. Hillier to Secretary of Defense Rumsfield, asking him to attend the Monte Carlo as a show of support for the City’s veterans and residents.  Mr. Lajeunesse thanked Mr. Hillier for the letter.

Mr. Lajeunesse stated he attended a WPCC meeting on Wednesday, February 2nd – this is a joint, annual meeting and they will be taking a tour of the facility shortly.

Mr. Lajeunesse stated he has several memoranda he will be leaving with the Clerk of Council – these concern e-mails he has received from various residents.  Mr. Lajeunesse stated he wants to insure the e-mails he receives are addressed – the current ones have been accumulating over a couple of weeks and he is requesting they be disbursed to the proper Directors.  Mr. Lajeunesse thanked the residents for letting him know what is on their minds.

Mr. Lajeunesse stated this concluded his report and he was open for questions.

There were no questions of Mr. Lajeunesse.

SERVICE/UTILITIES COMMITTEE – Mr. Razov
Mr. Razov stated as the new Service/ Utilities Committee Chairperson, effective this week, he does not have a report.  Mr. Razov addressed City Engineer Mr. Guard stating that the Kirtland Sanitary Sewer Study has been pending in Committee for sometime and asked Mr. Guard if this matter has been concluded  - if so he would like to refer it out of Committee with no action taken. Mr. Guard stated it looks like Kirtland will be most likely building its own treatment facility – they will no longer be requesting to come into our system – it would be appropriate to refer this matter out of Committee.  Mr. Razov confirmed he would be referring the Kirtland Sanitary Sewer Study out of Committee with no action taken.

Mr. Razov stated he would be making the following Motion:

Legislative Recommendation

MOTION:  I hereby move to add Legislation No. 02-08-(07) to the evening’s agenda amending Section 939.26, "Sewer Service Charges," of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Eastlake, specifically Section 939.26(d)(3) “Surcharges”.  Mr. Lajeunesse seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried.  Legislation No. 02-08-(07) is added to the evening’s agenda.

Additional Comments

Mr. Razov added that this legislation pertained to recommendations made by the WPCC and keeps us in compliance with the City of Willoughby – it has nothing to do with the sewer levy – it is a totally different issue.  

Mr. Razov stated this concluded his report and he was open for questions.  There were no questions of Mr. Razov.

SAFETY COMMITTEE – Mr. Zontini

Mr. Zontini stated having just recently receiving the appointment as Safety Committee Chair, he has no meeting scheduled, nor have there been any meetings since the last regularly scheduled Council meeting.

Mr. Zontini stated he was open for questions.

There were no questions of Mr. Zontini.

RECREATION COMMITTEE – Mr. Knuchel

Mr. Knuchel stated he has just been assigned as Chair of the Recreation Committee – the Committee has not yet met and he was open for questions.

Mr. Razov stated there was a fee waiver request pending in Council-as-a-Whole Committee – he would like to request this matter be discussed at the next Recreation Committee meeting or during the miscellaneous section of another meeting.

Mr. Lajeunesse stated the Committees were just aligned – he thinks it will be a benefit to the Community to work with these Council members and the delegation of the Committees as delegated by our Council President.

There were no further questions of Mr. Knuchel.

PLANNING COMMITTEE – Ms. DePledge 

Ms. DePledge stated Mr. Zontini was Chair of the Planning Committee when it last met on February 1, 2005 – therefor she is going to refer any comments to Mr. Zontini.

Mr. Zontini reported the Planning Committee met on February 1st at approximately 6:16 p.m, with all of Council present – in attendance from the Administration was Mayor Andrzejewski, Law Director Mr. Klammer, Service/Recreation Director Mr. Philipp and City Engineer Mr. Guard.

Mr. Zontini stated the Committee discussed two Conditional Use Permit requests which were moved forward by the Committee – one was for Beef  O’Brady’s concerning the liquor license permit and the other was for Nextel Communications Tower – these have been scheduled for a public hearing and placed on the Regular Council agenda on February 22, 

2005 – also on the agenda was a rezoning request to rezone property located at 1043 Erie Road – the request was to change the zoning from M-1 which is Industrial Park to B-2 which is General Business – the purpose was to make the lot more sellable – at the time the Committee approved the request and it was set to go on the ballot in November – the applicant was present and notified the Committee they were planning on paying for a Special Election to take care of the rezoning issue – Mr. Klammer is to meet with the applicant to address the issue – the matter is currently scheduled for the November ballot and we are waiting to hear further from the applicant.  Mr. Zontini stated also discussed was a request to purchase City owned property on Sandy Knoll Drive and based on recommendations from Mr. Guard the Committee agreed to deny this request and a communication regarding this denial was forwarded to the individuals.  Mr. Zontini explained the final item to be discussed was an accessory structure request from Mr. Robert Yarker, 756 Rural Drive – this was approved and he would be making the following Motion:

Accessory Structure Request

MOTION:  I hereby move to approve, pursuant to City Ordinance 1145.13(f), the accessory structure request for Robert Yarker, 756 Rural Drive, Eastlake, Ohio.  Mr. Lajeunesse seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried.  The accessory structure request for Robert Yarker is approved.

Additional Comments

Mr. Zontini stated this concluded his report and he was open for questions.

There were no questions of Mr. Zontini.

FINANCE COMMITTEE – Mr. Elshaw

There was no Finance Committee Report as Mr. Elshaw was absent and excused. 
RECOGNITION OF THE PUBLIC 
Mr. Hillier recognized the public input at this time; he reminded the speakers that there is a 3-minute limit for their comments, all comments are to be directed to the Chair and not include any personalities or individuals.

(Please note – comments have been transcribed as clearly and completely as possible)
Indra Shah, 577 St. Lawrence Blvd., Eastlake

Mr. Shah stated he would like to speak about the 3-minute rule for public recognition – he understands that rules have to be obeyed and if there are 10 people to speak and 30 minutes total for expression of views by the public – the rule suggests that questions will be answered immediately if possible, if not the matter will be referred to the appropriate person - an important aspect of understanding public views and answering those questions - he stated if one or two people have signed up to speak and 30 minutes are provided why are people not permitted to expend views fully rather than implementing the 3-minute rule and cutting them off – there is no reason for it – he has seen it immensely on the part of this government to be out of touch with the key freedom this Country has – that key freedom is the freedom of speech and why are you airing on the side of vacating the freedom of speech rather than increasing it – we cannot speak on the Government access channel  - the News Herald is a government access newspaper and the whole idea of limiting the freedom on speech and expressions bothers him.  Mr. Shah referred to a Plain Dealer article “Out of Touch with a Key Freedom” – this government and Council and the Administration is out of touch with a key freedom and that is the freedom of speech  - do we want citizens who will blindly accept what the government tells them or do we want citizens who expect the government to operate openly and transparently.  Mr. Shah stated he is requesting this Council to change its view of imposing a 3-minute time limit on public recognition – if there are 3 people signed up to speak they should speak to the maximum of 10 minutes each – the time can be divided appropriately to allow them to express fully what they want to express – we are living in America – not Saudi Arabia – the impression he gets is that you impose a rule like that is like you are in Saudi Arabia rather than a free Country.

Mr. Hillier thanked Mr. Shah for his input and explained that although the record does state 3 minutes – that is in the Rules of Council – he has never stopped someone at three minutes – if fact, last week was the first time he had stopped someone and that was Mr. Shah who was at 5 minutes and stopped speaking at 8 minutes.  Mr. Hillier stated he has had people speak for close to 15 minutes and he has not cut them off – we say 3-minute and would like people to keep their comments to 3 minutes – only three people have signed up tonight but often people come up behind those who have signed up – he has not cut people off at 3 minutes – he lets the people who have signed up speak and only starts cutting off the time when we are close to the 30 minutes.  Mr. Hillier stated he has not cut anyone off at the 3-minute mark for the year and 2 months he has been Council President.

Arlene Sawyer, 903 Woodstock Road, Eastlake

Mrs. Sawyer referred to Channel 12 – it has been brought to attention more than once that the residents would like to see these and other meetings taped and placed on Channel 12 – she knows she has heard that whomever it is – is paid full time and there are no additional funds to pay for that – she requests those 40 hours be distributed on a more fair basis so that the hours for Tuesday evening at least can be covered – that means that individual leaves 2 hours early each week to make up for the additional 4 hours on a Tuesday night or leaves 4 hours early that week – it is important the people get to be heard too on Channel 12 and not just Council – she highly recommends this be considered – it should not mean the difference in any funds – just the difference in the schedule – she would also like to add that we would like to see some reports on line – we don’t have any – other City’s have them – reports are readily available for residents to get in other Cities but in ours it is not – the more lightness that is added to the City the more trust can be worked in – right now there is no trust.

Kevin Barcomb, 36730 Garrets Cove, Eastlake 

Mr. Barcomb congratulated the newest members of Council  of whom he has a lot of confidence – they have been selected by their peers.  Mr. Barcomb stated for sometime now we have been listening to the disenfranchised residents of the City  and he would like to say that he thinks Council really does its best – you have the best wishes of the City at heart and he applauds the job that you do – you do not hear that enough – this is a volunteer job and he sees the sacrifices made and he would like to say thank you – you do a tremendous job.  

Mr. Barcomb stated he was present at a City meeting last week – we tend to get a slated message that is being driving in by some other groups – or at least one other group in this City – he is not only discouraged by this but we have about 30 people who are dragging this City through the mud.  

Mr. Barcomb asked to be reminded when his 3 minutes were up because he happens to believe in the 3-minute rule. 

Mr. Barcomb stated we only get half truths – there are some other residents in the City who have their own agenda and he applauds Council for being above and beyond – the Administration as well – he heard some absurd things last week – things like you can recall someone for the color of their hair – if that is the mentality that is going on behind residents in this City – he did not see Indra Shah – he did not see Arlene Sawyer standing up to run for Mayor or to run for any vacant Council seats or put their applications in for any vacancies. Mr. Barcomb stated he is one of  the people who has the belief that they do not have the best interests of the City.

Mr. Hillier reminded Mr. Barcomb to please not make the comments personal.

Mr. Barcomb stated there are people who are dragging this City through the mud and he appreciates Council’s service and you’re doing a good job and you are needed in the job you are doing.

Ken Hoefle, 36683 Valley Ridge Drive, Eastlake

Mr. Hoefle stated what does it take to be on City Council – most of us would not even give it a thought – try being a Councilman in the City of Eastlake – our Council members suspend a substantial portion of their spare time attending meetings, researching issues and responding to residents’ concerns – they have families and jobs just like everyone else – the verbal abuse they have had to endure from some residents needs to stop – the members of this Council were either voted in by the residents or appointed by Council members – he recently attended a resident meeting on January 31st at Longfellow Elementary School to discuss issues within our Community – it was nice to see the large turnout and shows our residents care and are concerned – what bothers him was the their agenda and how they presented it to our residents – what he heard were some facts – some half truths – and a lot of opinions – what also bothers him is that some residents repeatedly complained about the same issues even after our Council addressed them and implemented changes on the issues that have been brought to their attention – before judging anyone on Council spend some time to get to know them as individuals.  Mr. Hoefle stated he encourages attendance at Council and Committee meetings – it is amazing how informative these meetings really are – believe him – he understands the frustration everyone has – by attending these meetings he has broadened his knowledge on City issues and gained opportunities to interact with our Council and Administration – he would admit he still has many questions but answers will come.  Mr. Hoefle stated he has spent time with Council and Administration and he is confident they are pointing us in the right direction – please support our Council and let them know you are behind them 100%.

Jim Strand, 1223 East 343rd Street, Eastlake

Mr. Strand stated he has lived in Eastlake for 30 years – 60 years in the Willoughby-Eastlake area.  Mr. Strand wished Ms. DePledge good luck – he is glad she is his Ward Councilman.  Mr. Strand stated he wanted to thank Council adding that he is a veteran and a lot of faces he sees here on Memorial Days are there on their own time – he does not see a lot of citizens from the City but he sees a lot of Council – what he has heard from talking to people in the City is a thing about mistrust – he does not know where all this mistrust is coming from because the people he talks to is nothing about mistrust – they are talking about working together and getting through a problem that has developed – but, it is in the past and we should work forward to make it better – not go around trying to cause dissent and saying there is mistrust Mr. Strand stated he hears so much about the stadium – he works at the stadium – last year was his first year – it is the best time of his life – he never saw so many happy people come out of that place – they even come out and dance in the parking lot.  Mr. Strand stated the stadium is costing us money and we have a problem but it is making people happy and we will work through it and it will be a good thing for us – there is talk about having other functions there other than baseball games – the thing is a jewel for the City to start polishing instead of fighting over it.  Mr. Strand stated if people do not like what is going on there is an old saying “do it or get off the pot” – join Council – run for an office – if he doesn’t like what you do he can run against you – he may not win but he is not going to stand in the background complaining – that is no way to run a business – you have to work together. Mr. Strand stated he is proud of what Council is doing.  Mr. Strand stated he plays at the National Policemen’s Memorial in Washington, D.C. yearly – in 2001 he was recognized as being from Eastlake and a resident of the City with the Blvd. of 500 Flags – we have something here that is really fantastic – what Mr. Hillier is doing in regards to the Monte Carlo is fantastic – we can correct the problems – we can make it right – with teamwork we can do it.

There was no one else who wished to speak. 
LEGISLATION PROPOSED - First number will be 2005-009







ORDINANCE NO.: 02-08-(01)

An Ordinance amending Section 513.03, "Drug Abuse; Controlled Substance Possession or Use," of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Eastlake, specifically Section  513.03(a), and declaring an emergency.

was introduced and read for the first time.

MOTION:  Mr. Lajeunesse moved to suspend the rules requiring three separate readings and reading in full.  Mr. Zontini seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

MOTION:  Mr. Lajeunesse moved to adopt.  Mr. Zontini seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Ordinance No. 2005-009.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_

ADVANCE \d3

ADVANCE \u3





RESOLUTION NO.: ______________

A Resolution Authorizing a Waiver of the Sewer Tap-in Fee to the residents of North Parkway Drive in the City of Eastlake, and declaring an emergency.

was introduced and read for the first time.

MOTION:  Mr. Knuchel moved to suspend the rules requiring three separate readings and reading in full.  Mr. Lajeunesse seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

MOTION:  Mr. Knuchel moved to adopt.  Mr. Lajeunesse seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Resolution No. 2005-010.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_

ADVANCE \d3

ADVANCE \u3





RESOLUTION NO.: 02-08-(03)
A Resolution authorizing and directing the City Engineer's, C.T. Consultants, Inc., to advertise for bids for the North Parkway Drive Sanitary Sewer Project, said bids to be in accordance with plans and specifications on file in the Office of the City Engineer, and declaring an emergency.

was introduced and read for the first time.

MOTION:  Mr. Knuchel moved to suspend the rules requiring three separate readings and reading in full.  Mr. Razov seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

MOTION:  Mr. Knuchel moved to adopt.  Mr. Razov seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Resolution No. 2005-011.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_

ADVANCE \d3

ADVANCE \u3





RESOLUTION NO. 02-08-(04)  
A Resolution in Support of the Board of Commissioners of Lake County in Expressing Strong Opposition to Directive 2005-001 Issued by the Ohio Secretary of State Mandating use of Precinct Count Optical Scan Voting Systems in Lake County, Ohio, and declaring an emergency.

was introduced and read for the first time.

MOTION:  Mr. Lajeunesse moved to suspend the rules requiring three separate readings and reading in full.  Mr. Zontini seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

MOTION:  Mr. Lajeunesse moved to adopt.  Mr. Zontini seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Resolution No. 2005-012.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_

ADVANCE \d3

ADVANCE \u3
DISCUSSION: Mr. Hillier confirmed with Law Director Mr. Klammer and requested the first part of the next Resolution regarding American Heart Month be read in full as this is a very important issue.  Mr. Klammer stated that would be permissible.

The Clerk read the Resolution in part…






RESOLUTION NO.: 02-08-(05) 

A Resolution supporting and recognizing the 

Month of February as American Heart Month

 in the City of Eastlake, and declaring an emergency.

WHEREAS,  the month of February is Nationally recognized as American Heart month; and

            WHEREAS,  in collaboration with the Ohio Federation of Women’s Clubs and the General Federation of Women’s Clubs, the Eastlake Women’s Club’s State project is Women’s Heart Health; and

            WHEREAS,  heart disease is the #1 killer of women and it is estimated that one in two women will eventually die of heart disease; and

WHEREAS, due to heart disease, 38% of women die per year as compared to 25% of men; and

WHEREAS, 63% of women show no symptoms of heart disease as the warning signs manifest themselves differently in women than they do in men; and

WHEREAS, the Eastlake Women’s Club are promoting the initiation of a Citywide recognition for Women’s Heart Health month by establishing a “Wear Red Day” on February 14th, and encourage everyone in the City to wear red on February 14th.

was introduced and read for the first time.

MOTION:  Mr. Lajeunesse moved to suspend the rules requiring three separate readings and reading in full.  Mr. Zontini seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

MOTION:  Mr. Lajeunesse moved to adopt.  Mr. Zontini seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Resolution No. 2005-013.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_

ADVANCE \d3

ADVANCE \u3
02-08-(06)




RESOLUTION NO.:_______________







A Resolution authorizing and directing the Mayor and Director of Finance to enter into an Agreement with Atwells Police and Fire Equipment, Co., the highest and best bidder, for the sale of Police Surplus Guns in the amount of Four Thousand Six Hundred Dollars ($4,600.00), and declaring an emergency.

was introduced and read for the first time.

MOTION:  Mr. Lajeunesse moved to suspend the rules requiring three separate readings and reading in full.  Mr. Zontini seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

MOTION:  Mr. Lajeunesse moved to adopt.  Mr. Zontini seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Resolution No. 2005-014.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_

ADVANCE \d3

ADVANCE \u3






ORDINANCE NO.: 02-08-(07)







An Ordinance amending Section 939.26, "Sewer 







Service Charges," of the Codified Ordinances of 

the City of Eastlake, specifically Section 939.26(d)(3) “Surcharges”, and declaring an emergency.

was introduced and read for the first time.

MOTION:  Mr. Razov moved to suspend the rules requiring three separate readings and reading in full.  Mr. Lajeunesse seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

MOTION:  Mr. Razov moved to adopt.  Mr. Lajeunesse seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Ordinance No. 2005-015.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_

ADVANCE \d3

ADVANCE \u3 
LEGISLATION  PENDING 

There was none.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

There was none.

NEW BUSINESS

There was none.

MAYOR/SAFETY DIRECTOR – Ted Andrzejewski

Mayor Andrzejewski referred to the ODOT settlement – he disagrees with the web site that stated this was not a good deal for the residents of Eastlake – this was a tremendous deal for the residents – we were on the hook for over $3,000,000 because the former Mayor co-signed note for a developer – this settlement was tremendous – Mr. Klammer negotiated it for a $1.6 million settlement but we have to have five consecutive years of 25% overages in our General fund before we have to pay it and we have to have minimum staffing levels and we first must get out of debt – if all that happens then we will have to pay the funds – it will not happen – it is a great deal for the residents and they need to know the truth – the only reason it was $1.6 million is because we had to put a dollar amount.

Mayor Andrzejewski stated he was very disappointed in the Captains response to our request to either raise ticket prices by $1.00 or increase the rent a little bit – the residents should know the Captains have the lease all in their favor – they wrote a letter and put it on their web site and it was not entirely accurate – first of all the Captains get all the ticket sale revenues – they get all the concession stand revenue and all the merchandise revenue – they get all the advertising at the stadium – we get a flat amount of rent in the amount of $830,000 per year – we asked the Captains to help us – we did not demand anything – we did not threaten them – he went to them with is hat in his hand and asked for help – when the Captains reported there was a $1.5 million offer made for the naming rights he has to respond – there was no $1.5 million offer for naming rights – it was stated that they may have someone who is interested in sharing naming rights – we have been advised this would not be good to do – it should be sold all to one or none – the Captains made it sound like them made a firm offer to use and rejected it – that is not true – it was they may have someone and they want to share the naming rights.  Mayor Andrzejewski stated they have spoken with several companies and will continue to do so – if and when a deal is made he will let Council know ahead of time and he will say something – but, he will not say anything until it is done. Mayor Andrzejewski stated we want to work with the Captains – we are working on doing some concerts and Octoberfest –but, some of the things they are putting out there just are not accurate and the residents of Eastlake need to know that in the end you are footing the bill for this and he and Council are going to try to get more help from the Captains but at this point they are unwilling to help us.

Mayor Andrzejewski referred to a memorandum from Council Lajeunesse requesting we investigate televising of Council meetings and Committee meetings – he fully supports Mr. Lajeunesse and he hopes we do take some strong action in that regard – we all ready employ a communications person on flex time – so, that will be done if and when Council sees fit to televise Council Meetings and Committee Meetings – we allow him flex time to do his job.

Mayor Andrzejewski thanked the News Herald for putting in our comment about the fireworks fund and thanked Kim Evers and Joyce Bates for their work on the July 3rd festival and we are asking for donations for fireworks – he is working with Council for permission to have a bank account where the residents can deposit donations – in the meantime donations should be sent to City Hall and they will be put into the appropriate account – it is important to raise the goal of $10,000 – if we fall short any monies collect would be retained in the fund and used next year.

Mayor Andrzejewski stated they are doing interviews for a replacement for the Building Department.

Mayor Andrzejewski stated the Administration and Council are looking into the details of providing a shuttle bus to run from Surfside Pool to Jakse in the summer because we want no one walking on the highways.

Mayor Andrzejewski stated he attended a seminar Sunday, Monday and Tuesday regarding updates on labor negotiations and labor laws – by attending these seminars he is trying to keep abreast of everything that is affecting our City – the seminar was in Columbus, Ohio and he drove.

Mr. Lajeunesse stated he appreciated the interaction at last weeks Ordinance Committee meeting – he appreciated the residents response and he has been advised it was one of the better meetings.  Mayor Andrzejewski stated it was good, polite discussions.  Mr. Lajeunesse stated he considers the televising of Council and Committee meetings as a serious issue – he is not taking this lightly and has begun to do extensive research with other communities – however long that takes – this is something that is very important and he appreciates any input.  Mayor Andrzejewski stated he supports Mr. Lajeunesse.

Mr. Zontini addressed Mayor Andrzejewski and Mr. Klammer, congratulating on the ODOT settlement – the residents must realize the legal expense to even fight that lawsuit would be in six figures and also there is the risk of losing the lawsuit – the settlement was a great deal for the City of Eastlake.

Mr. Zontini referred to the fireworks fund – it was discussed at the Committee meeting that this would be kept in bank but the article in the local newspaper said to bring the money into City Hall.  Mayor Andrzejewski stated Council has not yet decided to give approval for a bank account – that is why donations are being brought into City Hall –but, they would like to, with Council’s approval, accept funds and let residents deposit them into a bank account.

Mr. Hillier stated he sent a memorandum to the Mayor on this issue as there was already a line item in the Finance Report – we have been waiting for a reply.

Mr. Slocum stated they do have a line item but they are looking into segregating these funds so they cannot be attached sometime in the future and used for other purposes.  Mr. Hillier asked what difference would it make if the fund is already called a fireworks fund?  Mr. Slocum stated it is a sub account in the General Fund – it is not a specific fund.  

Mayor Andrzejewski stated he is just trying to wait for the approval to go ahead and open a bank account and asked if Mr. Hillier was saying this was okay to do – they would like to have a bank account for residents to deposit money at the bank.

Mr. Hillier advised Mayor Andrzejewski before he tells Council what he is going to do he should explain how he is going to do it – we did notice there is a line item for fireworks – this does not have to be decided this evening – it can be discussed at a Committee meeting and any questions can be answered – we are not ready to give approval this evening because we are not sure what you are going to do – we have not been given specific details.

There were no further questions of Mayor Andrzejewski.

LAW DIRECTOR – Randy Klammer

Mr. Klammer stated there should be legislation for the fireworks donations, stating specifically what the fund is for so it will provide information for later years.  

Council Clerk Mrs. Cendroski referred to the legislation and stated she would require all information as to the account wished to be used, how it is to be designated.  Mrs. Cendroski stated she has never prepared this type of legislation, nor has she seen any – it would be appreciated if all pertinent information could be provided – a fund account will be needed – a fund name – specifics – how long it will be used.  Mr. Slocum stated he would provide Mrs. Cendroski with the pertinent information.

Mr. Klammer referred to the carry-over in the ODOT settlement – it is a 22.5% carryover – not 25% - the additional wonderful aspect of the settlement is that all the conditions must be met and if they were met we would be financially well off enough to assume that type of obligation – but, the reality is once all the conditions are met the parties agree to meet in good faith and negotiate a repayment schedule – it is not even as though a lump sum payment is due at that time – there still remains another opportunity to figure out what is fair and reasonable on a retainment – it is covered on every angle.

Mr. Hillier stated he would like to put perspective on 25%. The largest carryover has been $1.5 million in 1999 and the General Fund Expenditures at that point was about $14,000 – that was about 11% - we are talking more than twice that for five consecutive years. Mr. Hillier stated 25% was not just picked – one of the financial conditions that got this City in trouble was the lack of a carryover – at that point $1.5 million carryover was always said to be enough – but it never took a downturn in the economy into account – we stated at that point that we needed to build a 25% carryover – so, when Mr. Klammer went into negotiations with the State the number he started with was 25% and he negotiated it down to 22.5% which is still very palatable – this is where we need to be as a community – we need to have a 22.5% carryover to be a surviving community – Wickliffe had $16,000,000 a few years ago and they also have a large industrial tax base that Eastlake does not have – this is something as a Community that we have to strive to get to and through prudent budgeting and building up the General Fund luckily we will get there – but, it is an exceptional deal.  

Mr. Klammer stated this concluded his report and he was open for questions.

There were no questions of Mr. Klammer.

FINANCE DIRECTOR – Mike Slocum

Mr. Slocum stated the taxpayers do have a right to be upset with that deal – that is the taxpayers of the State of Ohio – they got took – the deal for the City was tremendous and he applauds the Mayor, Council and Law Director for negotiating it.

Mr. Slocum stated they have a late development dealing with the City Hall bonds – there is a short window to refinance the bonds – if we refinance we will save well over $200,000 over the life of the bonds with a  good portion coming in the first year – he would like this referred to the Finance Committee for discussion. Mr. Hillier stated a Finance Committee Meeting would be scheduled and this matter would be on the agenda.

Mrs. Cendroski asked that the draft legislation be made available for Council packets on Friday.

Mr. Lajeunesse stated he appreciates Mr. Slocum’s time and effort.  Mr. Lajeunesse stated Committee meetings would be starting at 6:30 p.m. or later to accommodate work schedules.

Mr. Slocum stated this concluded his report and he was open for questions.

SERVICE/RECREATION DIRECTOR – Bill Philipp

Mr. Philipp stated they had some serious flooding on the West Island, Admiral and King Drive area – Fire, Police and Service acted immediately to help the residents – the flood waters have receded and most people are back in their homes – the ice buildup is still in the river and all Departments will continue to monitor the situation.

Mr. Philipp stated this concluded his report and he was open for questions.

There were no further questions of Mr. Philipp.

CITY ENGINEER – Steve Guard

Mr. Guard stated a meeting was held in the City of Willoughby on February 3rd with the affected property owners they are seeking easements from for the Lake Shore Blvd. Force Main project – 4 out of 20+ property owners were in attendance.  Mr. Guard stated the assessment notices have been sent to the North Parkway residents – there will be a meeting on February 17th and he will be providing a sample of a petition for signatures that will be needed on the 17th. 

Mr. Guard stated they have just recently provide the Mayor’s office with proposed erosion and sediment control ordinances and a storm water management ordinance – these are required as part of our Phase 2 Stormwater Management regulations – they have been modified to work with the City’s current Ordinances – they are trying to get those in to meet deadline goals.

Mr. Guard stated this concluded his report and he was open for questions.

There were no further questions of Mr. Guard.

ADJOURNMENT

Council President Mr. Hillier stated that, if there are no objections from Council, the meeting is adjourned.

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 8:39 p.m.
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