
      EASTLAKE CITY COUNCIL

                                         REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

                                                         FEBRUARY 28, 2006

The Regular Meeting of the Eastlake City Council was held at Eastlake City Hall, 35150 Lake Shore Boulevard.  The Meeting was called to order by Council President Mr. Elshaw at approximately 7:35 p.m.  

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mr. Zontini.

ATTENDEES

Members of Council in attendance were Mr. Zontini, Mr. D’Ambrosio, Mr. Morley, Mr. Razov, Mr. Lajeunesse, Mr. Knuchel, and Council President Mr. Elshaw. Also attending was Council Clerk Mrs. Cendroski.

Those attending from the Administration were Mayor Andrzejewski, Finance Director Mr. Slocum, Law Director Mr. Klammer, Building Department Representative Mr. Voros, and Service Director Mr. Semik.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

COUNCIL-AS-A-WHOLE COMMITTEE MEETING WITH ADJOURNMENT INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION – FEBRUARY 14, 2006

MOTION: Mr. Zontini moved to approve the minutes of the Council-as-a-Whole Committee Meeting with Adjournment into Executive Session of February 14, 2006.  Mr. Knuchel seconded.

Regular Council Meeting – February 14, 2006

MOTION: Mr. Zontini moved to approve the minutes of the Regular Council Meeting of February 14, 2006.  Mr. Lajeunesse seconded.

ROLL CALL:
 Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried.  The minutes were approved.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT’S REPORT – Mr. Elshaw

Meetings Scheduled

Mr. Elshaw:  The Council-as-a-Whole Committee Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, March 14, 2006 at 7:00 p.m. and the Regular Council Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, March 14, 2006 at 7:30 p.m.

An Economic Community Development Council meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, March 15, 2006 at 6:30 p.m.

An Eastlake Levy Informational Meeting is scheduled for Thursday, March 2, 2006 at 7:00 p.m. at City Hall.

Councilman Mr. D’Ambrosio will be coordinating the Council Web communications – he will be seeking input from various Council members on this endeavor.

After discussion with the appropriate Councilmen, he will be making the following Committee re-assignments:  Councilman Razov will be reassigned from the Finance Committee to the Safety Committee and Councilman Lajeunesse will be reassigned from the Safety Committee to the Finance Committee.

Also, the Annual Water Pollution Control Center Committee meeting was held at the WPCC Plant on Wednesday, February 22, 2006 at 7:00 p.m.  Present from Eastlake were Mr. D’Ambrosio, City Engineer Mr. Guard and himself.  Some of the pertinent issues discussed were the anticipated increase of approximately $70,000 per community for the Lake Shore Blvd. Force Main Project – it is an unfortunate increase and is anticipated for the coming year – it was also recommended the Eastlake section of the Erie Road trunk line should be cleaned in the near future at an approximate cost of $20,000 - $60,000 – it is our understanding the line has not been cleaned for 20 years.

The State Financial Planning & Supervisory Commission met on Thursday, February 23, 2006 at 2:00 p.m.  The Commission has approved the proposed plan for the levy.

COMMUNICATIONS &  PETITIONS

A communication was received from the Administration regarding Conditional Use Permit Renewals for Nextel Communications, 35150 Lakeshore Blvd., Eastlake and Chase/Bank One, 35400 Vine Street, Unit “A,” Eastlake.  These were referred to Planning Committee.

A sponsorship request was received from the Eastlake Little League, Inc. for its 2006 season.  This is for each Councilperson’s personal consideration.

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS

ORDINANCE COMMITTEE  - Mr. Zontini

Mr. Zontini: The Ordinance Committee met on February 21, 2006 at 6:30 0.m. Present from the Committee was himself, Mr. D’Ambrosio and Mr. Morley.  Also present from Council were Mr. Knuchel and Mr. Lajeunesse.  In attendance from the Administration were Law Director Mr. Klammer, Police Chief Ruth, Building Administrator Mr. Voros and Fire Chief Sabo.

The Committee discussed the proposed City Ordinance 351.18 regarding the parking of recreational vehicles in residential areas and the proposed restrictions and possible fines – after a thorough discussion on this matter – from recreational vehicles to all vehicles to size and weight of vehicles it was agreed to move the matter forward.  However, Chief Ruth as under the opinion that everything we concerned about probably already had an ordinance addressing it anyway – he was not sure but he was pretty confident.  It was then agreed to refer the matter out of Committee with no action taken.  However, after discussing this after the meeting and doing some research ourselves on the Ordinances we are not quite sure everything is covered and he suspects we will be revisiting this again in the near future.

In regards to items discussed under Miscellaneous, Mr. Lajeunesse brought up two issues – one being the insurance charges for our safety forces appearing at accident scenes and the responsive contracting for contracts performed in the City that Mentor is now considering.  Also discussed was an issue raised by Mr. Voros regarding pending State mandated changes to the building code.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:02 p.m.  this concluded his report and he was open for questions.

There were no questions of Mr. Zontini.

SERVICE/UTILITIES COMMITTEE – Mr. Razov

Mr. Razov:  The Service/Utilities Committee has not met since the last regularly scheduled Council meeting, therefore, he did not have a formal report, however, he would be making the following Motion:

Legislative Recommendation

MOTION:  I hereby move to add Legislation No. 02-28-(02) to the evening’s agenda ratifying the Agreement between the Mayor and Director of Finance, on behalf of the City of Eastlake, with the International Association of Fire Fighters, Local 2860, AFL-CIO. Mr. D’Ambrosio seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried. Legislation No. 02-28-(02) is added to the evening’s agenda.

Additional Comments

Mr. Razov:  He will not be scheduling a meeting in the near future and he was open for questions.

There were no questions of Mr. Razov.

SAFETY COMMITTEE – Mr. Morley

Mr. Morley:  The Safety Committee has not met since the last regularly scheduled Council meeting, however, he, as well as all members of Council, received a memorandum from Chief Ruth about the service cuts possibly with the layoff of the five police offers or three officers leaving before the levy.  He would like to meet with the Mayor, Safety Committee and Chief Ruth to talk about these service cuts in the Safety Committee and also discuss Mr. Lajeunesse’s proposal regarding the insurance recently enacted by Shaker Heights.  He will speak with all to schedule a meeting in the near future. This concluded his report and he was open for questions.

There were no questions of Mr. Morley.

RECREATION COMMITTEE – Mr. Lajeunesse

Mr. Lajeunesse:  The Recreation Committee has not met since the last regularly scheduled Council meeting and there are no meetings scheduled.  He hopes to meet with the Mayor and the Recreation Committee members along with the Presidents or representatives of the youth and sports organizations within our community.  He received an e-mail regarding specific questions they have in an effort to get all teams and organizations on the same page. This concluded his report and he was open for questions.

Mayor Andrzejewski:  On the same page – as far as what?

Mr. Lajeunesse:  As far as fund raising and combining efforts – he would like to meet sometime within the next month.

There were no further questions of Mr. Lajeunesse.

PLANNING COMMITTEE – Mr. D’Ambrosio 

Mr. D’Ambrosio:  The Planning Committee has not met since the last regularly scheduled Council meeting, therefore, he had not formal report.  As items have been referred into Committee he will be scheduling a meeting in the near future. This concluded his report and he was open for questions.

There were no questions of Mr. D’Ambrosio.

FINANCE COMMITTEE – Mr. Knuchel

Mr. Knuchel:  The Finance Committee met on February 20, 2006 at 6:30 p.m. with himself, Mr. D’Ambrosio and Mr. Razov present from the Committee.  Also in attendance from Council were Mr. Lajeunesse, Mr. Morley and Council President Mr. Elshaw.  In attendance from the Administration were Mayor Andrzejewski, Finance Director Mr. Slocum, and Fire Chief Sabo.

Two items were discussed – one being the 2006 membership dues for the Ohio Municipal League – this was also discussed in Council-as-a-Whole Committee and will be approved by Motion at tonight’s meeting.  The second item was the year-end budget review – year to date revenue is $14,000,000 and $12,000,000 in expenses with revenues over expenses in the amount of $2,000,000.  Also discussed were the car washes for police vehicles which were running at $6,000 – we were happy to hear that the Administration and Chief Ruth are already working on this matter – there was an increase in revenues for the expected income tax – there was also an increase in refunds due to the reciprocity – we will be watching this.

The Service Department installed windows in the service area as well as an oil-burning furnace – we are looking forward to seeing the cost savings of these two items.  Also, due to the Lake County Health Department having to purchase a building from the County, the City’s portion will be $30,000 in 2006.  Also, the signs on the Stadium Bridge will provide $37,500 for the next five years and after that we will receive a 50%-50% split on all income from the signs.

Our General Fund balance was $533,000 and did not include the 2% raises for both Police and Fire.   

Mayor Andrzejewski:  And AFSME, and, with Council’s approval, the rest of the City workers – this would bring the amount up to about $650,000.

Mr. Knuchel:  We realized $742,000 in savings this year from the Ward Creek reimbursement, the Recreation Garage sale, and from the Fire Station sale.

This concluded his report and he was open for any questions.

Mayor Andrzejewski:  The City’s cost for the building purchase of the Health Department will be $30,000 for 2007 – more money in 2008, 2009, and 2010 – we have requested them to spread it out over a number of years.

Mr. Elshaw:  It was mentioned in the Finance Committee that we thanked the Finance Department for compiling the budget and all Department Heads for staying under budget – they did a good job.

Mr. Knuchel made the following Motions:   

Ohio Municipal League: 2006 Membership Dues

MOTION:  I hereby move to approve the payment of the 2006 Membership dues to the Ohio Municipal League in the amount of $2,272, said payment to be divided between account #101.110.5214 and account #101.120.5214.  Mr. Lajeunesse seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried.  The payment of the 2006 Ohio Municipal League membership fee is approved.

Legislative Recommendation

MOTION:  I hereby move to add Legislation No. 02-28-(03) to the evening’s agenda authorizing and directing the Mayor and Director of Finance to accept an increase in rental payment from the Captains Baseball Team relating to the event known as the “Fantasy Camp” to be held at Classic Park from June 16, 2006 through June 18, 2006.  Mr. Lajeunesse seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried.  Legislation No. 02-28-(03) is added to the evening’s agenda.

There were no further questions of Mr. Knuchel.
RECOGNITION OF THE PUBLIC 
Mr. Elshaw recognized the public input at this time; he reminded the speakers that there is a 3-minute limit for their comments, all comments are to be directed to the Chair and not include any personalities or individuals.

Leonard Mullens, 1323 E. 346th Street, Eastlake

Mr. Mullens:  He has a concern about the Community Center – he knows the yearly budget for the Community Center is $32,000 and $24,000 of that is allowed for maintenance of a building that big – that is no money at all when you have a building that nice and big – yet you are paying a lot more money for other stuff that can be used – there is nothing on the building saying it is for lease or for rent – there is very little saying that the old JFK building could be rented for a party or recreation.  But, there are plans that the Mayor would like to sell that building.  It is not right to sell that building, the Community Center, because there are three parcels worth $130,000.  The Community Center has 10 acres where our kids and grandkids play ball – it has been said you are going to try to sell this – this will not be sold – the old JFK should not be sold – if you sell all of your property how are you going to get businesses into this City – you have 30 acres of land on Erie Road that is zoned commercial – you are not seeing signs up leasing this or selling this property.  That is what you are concerned with – not the Community Center that people need – you need to put money into the Community Center – when was the last time it was painted on the inside, windows washed, curtains cleaned for people to use it.  You need to advertise but if you don’t put any money into it you won’t get money out of it.  You are letting it deteriorate so you can try to sell it – this is wrong.  That is why our Seniors are at Taft because you moved them so you could lease the building.  There should be a levy strictly for the seniors so no one like the Mayor or Council can threaten the senior citizens every time a levy comes up.  This should be separate from any levies.  Those people have a right to a place where they can go to relax and get a meal without worrying that every time a levy comes up they will be threatened with shutting that down.  He is recommending that the Community Center not be sold and that the Senior Citizens at Taft should have their own levy so we do not have a situation like this – of which he does not approve.

Lorraine Fende, State of Ohio Representative, 372 E. 328th Street, Willowick, OH

Representative Fende:  She wanted to stop in while she was in the District so you have a face to put to the name.  Also, she wanted to mention to Mayor Andrzejewski that in the next couple of weeks he would be receiving a letter from her because this is the year the State starts to look at the Capital Budget for the following General Assembly.  You should start thinking about things you could possibly apply for State funding – like the stadium.  If you do not get the funding you should continue to apply for it until the facility is paid off.  Even if you are successful in getting it in the next budget it does not mean somewhere down the road you can’t continue to ask for additional funds.  Please let her office know if you are interested in applying for any funding.

There was no one else who wished to speak.

LEGISLATION PROPOSED - First number will be 2006-018






ORDINANCE NO.: 02-28-(01)

Sponsored by Mr. D’Ambrosio

An Ordinance authorizing the issuance of a Conditional 

Use Permit to Susan Shepherd, dba Child Care, 1647 

E. 332nd Street, Eastlake, Ohio, and declaring an emergency.

MOTION:  Mr. D’Ambrosio moved to suspend the rules requiring three separate readings and reading in full.  Mr. Morley seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

MOTION:  Mr. D’Ambrosio moved to adopt.  Mr. Morley seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Ordinance No. 2006-018.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_

ADVANCE \d3

ADVANCE \u3 





RESOLUTION NO.: 02-28-(02)

A Resolution ratifying the Agreement between the Mayor and Director of Finance, on behalf of the City of Eastlake, with the International Association of Fire Fighters, Local 2860, AFL-CIO, and declaring an emergency.

MOTION:  Mr. Razov moved to suspend the rules requiring three separate readings and reading in full.  Mr. Morley seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

MOTION:  Mr. Razov moved to adopt.  Mr. Morley seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Resolution No. 2006-019.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_

ADVANCE \d3

ADVANCE \u302-28-(03)




RESOLUTION NO.: _______________






A Resolution authorizing and directing the Mayor 

and Director of Finance to accept an increase in rental payment from the Captains Baseball Team relating to the event known as the “Fantasy Camp” to be held at Classic Park from June 16, 2006 through June 18, 2006, and declaring an emergency.

MOTION:  Mr. Knuchel moved to suspend the rules requiring three separate readings and reading in full.  Mr. Lajeunesse seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

MOTION:  Mr. Knuchel moved to adopt.  Mr. Lajeunesse seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Resolution No. 2006-020.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_

ADVANCE \d3

ADVANCE \u3
LEGISLATION  PENDING 

There was none.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

There was none.

NEW BUSINESS

Mr. Elshaw:  There is an item regarding a liquor license transfer request for the Captains.

Mr. Klammer:  It is necessary for the Mayor to execute the liquor license transfer request from the landlord for the stadium.  The Captains are apparently taking their liquor concessions in-house and need to transfer the liquor license.  The first step requires the landlord’s signature on the application – it will then come back to us for review and approval as usual.

Mr. Elshaw:  There are two steps in the process – the Mayor signing as landlord but then it would still be subject to the same process as all liquor license transfers.

Mr. Klammer:  Yes – the first step is for the Mayor to sign as landlord – he is asking for a Motion approving this matter.

Mr. Elshaw:  He understands it will be transferred from the current entity to the Captains, what are the entities involved?

Mr. Klammer:  Mr. Slocum has that information – he does not have the specific name – it is the organization that ran the concessions.

Mrs. Cendroski:  She had the original liquor license transfer request Council approved for the Captains – the entity was Volume Services, Inc. – a catering company.

Mr. Klammer:  The Captains are taking them out of the picture, but he does not have the specifics.

Mr. Zontini:  If we do not know the name or title of the entity that wants the liquor license transfer how can we approve it?

Mr. Klammer:  You are going to approve the giving the Mayor the authority to sign – whomever it may be – based on what he has told Council today they can do this, with the transfer request coming back to the municipality in the normal course.  They are asking us to help move it along because they are behind the curve on this.

Mayor Andrzejewski:  This starts the ball rolling – as a member of the Planning Commission he remembers many times where a liquor license was transferred from one company to another – we are just starting the ball rolling – to work together to get the license to the Captains and they will go before the Planning Commission who will review it and either approve it or disapprove it.

Mr. Elshaw:  As clarification, the Clerk has mentioned that this does not go to Planning Commission – it comes directly to Council from the State and it is reviewed by the Planning Committee.

Mr. Lajeunesse made the following Motion:

Liquor License Transfer Request: Landlord Authorization: Captains

MOTION:   I hereby move to authorize the Mayor, as Landlord for Classic Park, to sign the Liquor License Transfer Request on behalf of the City of Eastlake for the Captains Minor League Baseball Team.  Mr. D’Ambrosio seconded.

ROLL CALL: Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried.  The authorization for the Mayor to sign the Liquor License Transfer Request, as landlord, is approved.

There was no further New Business.

MAYOR/SAFETY DIRECTOR – Ted Andrzejewski

Mayor Andrzejewski:  He wanted to reiterate that the City will earn $37,500 for the next five years from the advertising on the Route 91 bridge for a total of $187,500 – if the Captains sell $20,000 or even $50,000 or more worth of advertising this year the City gets $37,500.  We did this because we do not have the staff to solicit advertising.  After 5 years the City splits the revenue with the Captains 50%-50%.  The cost of the signage is all done by the Captains and the City has zero expense as far as the signage.  There is a $275,000 allowance in the Naming Rights Agreement – that is for signage for the naming rights recipient “Classic Park” – this was standard with any naming rights deal we reviewed.

We want to announce tonight, with Council, that we will not be going for the renewal of the 1.8-Mill Levy that has been in existence since 1982 – it is now a .77-Mill Levy.  We will live with what is generated from the 6-Mill Levy.  For the public record – for everyone to hear – from Council and the Administration – we will not be asking for the renewal of that smaller levy.

Mr. Elshaw:  If Council wants to agree with this. The Administration has determined that is not necessary?

Mayor Andrzejewski:  Yes – we will live with the proceeds of the 6-Mill Levy and we have determined – projecting out through 2009 – that we would not need to renew the old levy.

Mr. Elshaw:  It is up to Council if they are in agreement with this but at this point it is just a statement.

Mayor Andrzejewski:  It is just a statement – we will be presenting it as a part of our second presentation on March 21, 2006.

We have been talking with the Captains over the last few weeks – he hopes what has been heard tonight is step one and is a little adjustment of the income the City is to receive for use of the ball park – that is instead of 25% of net profits which have been relatively small we are now asking for a flat rent on events held at the ball park.  The City will be receiving $4,500 in rental for the three days of the Fantasy Camp.  This is step one of hopefully further talks with the Captains on this whole issue.  Thank you to Council for approving this as it is a good deal for the City.

There are three acres of land as part of the Erie Road development that will hopefully be sold in March for a company coming into our City which will bring in 16 jobs – it was our contention to sell this land for industry/commercial as opposed to condominiums.

We have no intention of selling any ball fields – the only thing was a previous proposal to lease the Community Center to E-PAL – there has never been any discussion with anyone regarding the selling of the ball fields.

We want to thank VFW Post 3863 for a nice donation of $2,000 for the Blvd. of Flags maintenance fund – this will be used to purchase the rest of the “better” flags so all are in good shape.

He would like to request Council approve Mr. Thomas Fullerman to the position of Chairman of the Civil Service Commission, and to accept the resignation of Joe Andryscik as a member.  Mr. Andryscik has served the Commission for over 10 or 15 years.  Mr. Fullerman has been an Eastlake resident for many years and we need to get the Civil Service Commission back into operation.

Mr. Lajeunesse stated he would be happy to make the Motion as he knows Mr. Fullerman

Motion to Appoint: Civil Service Commission

MOTION:  I hereby move to approve the Mayor’s Appointment of Thomas Fullerman to the position of Chairman of the Civil Service Committee and to accept the resignation of Joe Andryscik as a member of the Civil Service Committee.  Mr. Zontini seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried.  Mr. Thomas Fullerman is appointed to the position of Chairman of the Civil Service Committee and Mr. Joe Andryscik’s resignation as a member of the Civil Service Committee is accepted.

Additional Comments

Mayor Andrzejewski:  This concluded his report and he was open for questions.

Mr. Lajeunesse:  Mayor, he is quite concerned – he is disappointed and quite concerned – are we going to be doing away with the sewer levy after 20 years?

Mayor Andrzejewski: Yes.

Mr. Lajeunesse:  And, what is the other levy we will not be renewing?

Mayor Andrzejewski:  It is the General Fund levy that has been in existence since 1982.

Mr. Lajeunesse:  He realizes that is an Administrative decision, but from what he sees in this Community there is a serious financial situation with our infrastructure – he does not even know if the 6-Mill Levy will be enough – he approved it because he knows we need it – but, to do away with and especially to not inform this Council before you made that statement – he is disappointed – this Council came out together to support the 6-Mill Levy and now after we made that decision you are going to take away the renewal.

Mr. Elshaw: He thinks the comment was made in the past during our Special Council Meetings, but, aside from that – if the Administration is telling us that if the 6-Mill Levy is approved they do not see…

Mayor Andrzejewski:  We have analyzed it and we feel if the 6-Mill Levy is approved by our residents that we will not have a need to ask for the renewal – it is a plus for our residents know this.

Mr. Elshaw:  Mr. Slocum is not present but we can also get his viewpoint on this.

Mayor Andrzejewski:  He can assure this came with a strong recommendation from Mr. Slocum, and after his analysis projecting our needs in 2009-2010.

Mr. Lajeunesse: He understands this and he respects Mr. Slocum’s decision – could he have a copy of Mr. Slocum’s determination?

Mayor Andrzejewski:  As far as addressing the infrastructure – when and if the levy is passed by the voters one of our recommendations was to have our experienced City workers devoting more time to the roads this year and looking at hiring temporary, part-time seasonal workers to cut the grass – thus freeing the Service Department workers to spend time on the roads and catch basins – we are well aware of this and have been planning.

Mr. Lajeunesse:  It goes far beyond the roads – he is looking at our parks and many other things other than just the roads – he understands Mr. Slocum’s decision making process but he is still quite concerned after what he has seen on Council for three years to say that is what is going to be done and not to renew both issues.  He realizes we will not renew the sewer levy but it is the other one.

Mayor Andrzejewski:  He respects Mr. Lajeunesse’s opinion – this is already going to be painful to our residents – we are trying to do what we can – we will live with the 6-Mill Levy and we will find a way – we should have enough to operate without going after the renewal – that is good news for our residents.

Mr. Zontini:  He knows the Mayor meant that – but we were shocked, in speaking for himself – your statement was “We are not going to go for the renewal of the 1.8 Mills” – it sounded like this was if the 6-Mill Levy passed or not – he does not want to take that step until we see what happens.

Mayor Andrzejewski:  If the 6-Mill Levy passes we will not ask for the renewal of the 1.8-Mill existing levy.

Mr. Elshaw:  As far as infrastructure – we have talked about the maintenance and cleaning of the trunk sewer and he is sure there is a lot more of this that has to happen – he is sure there are things we just don’t know about at this time.  

Mayor Andrzejewski:  What we are trying to say is – we will live within our means and we will utilize the good workers we have and hire part-time seasonal workers without health insurance – without benefits to do the cutting of the grass and the mowing of the fields for the leagues.

Mr. Razov:  He does not know if the Mayor has review any conflict you may have with the AFSME Union – he does not know if you can hire anyone if you have layoffs – for the record – he would personally be against this.

Mayor Andrzejewski:  If the levy does not pass he will not hire anyone.

Mr. Razov:  Whether or not it passes – as far as he is concerned if any of the AFSME Union is laid off no temporary seasonal non-union help will be hired.

Mayor Andrzejewski:  We have already discussed this with the Union – the Union is in favor of it provided the levy passes.  Obviously, if the levy doesn’t pass we will not hire anyone.

Mr. Razov:  He has stated his position.

Mayor Andrzejewski:  He has stated his position that this has already been Okayed by the Union.

Mr. Morley:  Mayor, when was the last discussion you had with the Union – because the last meeting we had when the President of the Union was present he has told us he was not in agreement with hiring temporary help – the only thing he discussed with us was that he would look into hiring the people who were already laid off from the City.  He agrees with Mr. Razov – you cannot hire non-union people to come in here when you have people laid off.

Mayor Andrzejewski:  You can ask the Union President, Mr. Rubertino – the discussion was, and will always be, that we would give first priority to any previously laid off City workers the positions if they so desired – if they chose not to come back to work even for six months then we would go outside a look for seasonal help.  The only purpose was to devote time and manpower to the infrastructure of the City – please check with Mr. Rubertino – this is in full cooperation with him.

Mr. Elshaw:  What is the land sale that was previously mentioned?  

Mayor Andrzejewski:  The land is State land – the purchaser would buy it from the receiver.

There were no further questions for Mayor Andrzejewski.

LAW DIRECTOR – Randy Klammer

Mr. Klammer:  He has received a number of calls from residents on North Parkway about the opportunity to purchase a piece of City owned property at the end of the street – it is ultimately Council’s decision – City Engineer Mr. Guard has been requested to provide a legal description with an estimate of the acreage.  His recommendation at this point is to not get rid of it – it seems to be the only access to the shore area.

Mrs. Cendroski:  Mr. Klammer – to clarify this – your advice was that this would have to go out for bids.

Mr. Klammer:  Yes – if it a sale of City property.  He does not think the residents of the street know this – they proposed to purchase it for $1.00.

This concluded his report and he was open for questions.

Mr. Lajeunesse:  In regards to the property, the residents had the best interest – as this is the only access to the beach he does not think it would be a good idea.

Mr. Klammer:  There are other options that can be considered – such as a park bench.

Mr. Lajeunesse:  He thinks they wanted to beautify the area.

Also, in regards to the Night at the Races and a question raised by Mr. Dorsey of the Patrician Party Center.  He attended such a function in Wickliffe for the Eastlake Football League – why are not Eastlake and Wickliffe on the same page as far as fundraisers?

Mr. Klammer:  This is an ongoing problem.  Our Prosecutor has provided one opinion, which he wants to review in more detail with the material he has obtained. If he remembers correctly, the Prosecutor in Willoughby reached the decision that this was gambling and was going to dis-allow it.  There are some discrepancies with neighboring municipalities. He would like to look into this more and he will provide a legal opinion.

Mr. Lajeunesse:  That is a reason why a meeting with all the organizations is important – he sees frustration because they are trying to raise funds and keep their registration fees low and at the same time follow the laws of our City – and, yet they have to take the money out of our Community.

Mr. Klammer:  For the record, he is uncomfortable with the legal advisor of other Cities giving opinions to people as to certain things – it is unusual – he does not like this policy and he wishes the Attorney General would tell people what they are looking for.  If a group wants to do the activity they should speak with their lawyer to decide whether the law allows it or not rather than the police, the Prosecutor or the County Prosecutor.  He will move forward with an opinion on this matter in an effort to help Mr. Dorsey.

Mayor Andrzejewski:  The Police Chief has gone on record to say that he considers this gambling.

Mr. Klammer:  Yes, he has been consistent with all these things and he is not in favor of it.

Mayor Andrzejewski:  The Police Chief is not in favor of it and we also feel – we have a Police Chief saying this is gambling.

Mr. Elshaw: We would like an opinion from the Law Director.

Mr. Lajeunesse:  This is part of the problem with the youth programs or any fund raising organization – they have nothing in front of them – we have volunteers who put in hundreds of hours and we need to have something on paper for them to refer to.

Mr. Knuchel:  He would like an opinion from Mr. Klammer – as much as he appreciates Chief Ruth’s opinion he much more values our Law Director’s in this matter.

Mr. Elshaw: That is no offense to the Chief.

There were no further questions of Law Director Mr. Klammer.

SERVICE DIRECTOR – Mike Semik

Service Director Mr. Semik:  As Mr. Knuchel has pointed out the oil heater has been installed and is working in hopes of cutting the cost of natural gas – he invites all to look at it – if the savings happen he will continue the process.  Windows have been upgraded in the Service Department – 14 windows at a cost of $6,100 including labor – he expects to recover this by next year as they were installed in January.  The replaced windows were original to the building and were single strength glass with no storm windows – the best they could be sealed still left a half-inch gap – we were heating the outside.

We are continuing to work on the Municipal Buildings during inclement weather – doing repairs at the Police and Fire Department and we hope to get into City Hall shortly.  The roller has come in – please come look at it – it is a nice piece of equipment.  Service Department employees are attending seminars to receive training and upgrading of skills – this is a plus – it shows we are interested in them and he has confidence they can do the work with the proper training.  He received the information on the additional costs of the Lakeshore Blvd. Force Main Project – it is true the Erie Road trunk line has not been cleaned in about 20 years and it is something we need to look at – along with a comprehensive study as to what is involved – he will be discussing this with Mr. Ramski and the sewer foreman.  All the leaves have been picked up – they are continuing to clean out gutter lines.

This concluded his report and he was open for questions.

Mr. Lajeunesse:  Please provide a brief description of our lift stations and the seriousness of the condition they are in.

Mr. Semik:  The lift stations are in serious need of upgrading – he has a report listing all the pump stations and the work required – most has to do with circuit panels, floats, pumps – some have telemetry meters that are not working properly – these are all things that have been neglected over a portion of time and has been set on the back burner.  We have been trying to make upgrades to one lift station at a time as finances permit, which he will forward to Council.

Mr. Zontini:  How much has been saved in salt cost due to the mild winter?

Mr. Semik:  We have done well – we did not purchase salt in January – which was a big savings.  The salt we have been using has the additive which has been doing an outstanding job in not having to re-salt the mains.  Our savings has been in the 42% to 44% range.

There were no further questions of Mr. Semik.

FINANCE DIRECTOR – Mike Slocum

Mr. Slocum was absent and excused.

BUILDING DEPARTMENT REPRESENTATIVE – Joe Voros

Mr. Voros:  (Mr. Voros could not be understood clearly as his microphone was not turned on)

His discussion involved the number of permits, inspections and applications and prosecution meetings with the Building Department.

Comments were also made regarding the State mandated amendments to the City’s Building Code, which need to be approved by May 27, 2006.  

Mr. Elshaw: Please coordinate with Mr. Klammer as to the City’s current Ordinances.

Mr. Lajeunesse:  He forwarded Mr. Voros a communication in regards to responsive contracting – would you please expand on this?

(Mr. Voros could not be understood clearly as his microphone was not turned on)

There were no questions of Mr. Voros.

CITY ENGINEER – Steve Guard

Mr. Guard was absent and excused.

FIRE CHIEF – Richard Sabo

Chief Sabo was absent and excused. 

POLICE CHIEF – John  Ruth

Police Chief Ruth was absent and excused.

TAX ADMINISTRATOR – Angela Keneven-Zanella

Mrs. Keneven-Zanella was absent and excused.

ADJOURNMENT

The Regular Council meeting was adjourned at approximately 8:43 p.m.



______​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​______________________________________





DEREK W. ELSHAW, COUNCIL PRESIDENT

APPROVED: _______________________

ATTEST:   ________________________

                 DEBORAH A. CENDROSKI, CMC        
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