 
   EASTLAKE CITY COUNCIL

        REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

        FEBRUARY 24, 2004

The Regular Meeting of the Eastlake City Council was held at Eastlake City Hall, 35150 

Lake Shore Boulevard.  The Meeting was called to order by Council President Mr. Hillier at approximately 7:40 p.m.  

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mr. Lajeunesse. 

ATTENDEES

Members of Council in attendance were: Mr. Lajeunesse, Mrs. Curtis, Mr. Razov, 

Mr. Andrzejewski, Mr. Spinner and Council President Mr. Hillier. Councilman Mr. Mahler was absent and excused. Also attending was Council Clerk Mrs. Cendroski.  

Those attending from the Administration were Mayor DiLiberto, Law Director Mr. Klammer, Finance Director Mr. Masterson, Human/Finance Resource Coordinator Ms. Vaughn and City Engineer Mr. Guard. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING –  February 10, 2004

MOTION: Mr. Spinner moved to approve the minutes of the Regular Council meeting held on February 10, 2004.  Mrs. Curtis seconded.

ROLL CALL:
 Yeas unanimous

Motion carried.  The minutes were approved.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT - Mr. Hillier

Meetings Scheduled

Mr. Hillier stated that the Council-as-a-Whole Committee Meeting would be scheduled for Tuesday, March 9, 2004 at 7:00 p.m. at City Hall and the Regular Council Meeting would be held on Tuesday, March 9, 2004 at 7:30 p.m. at City Hall. 

Mr. Hillier explained that the Finance Committee Meeting for Budget Review is scheduled for March 24, 2004 at 6:00 p.m. 

COUNCIL PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS

Council President Mr. Hillier stated:

Next Tuesday, March 2nd the voters of this city will be at the polls determining the fate of one of the most important issues affecting our City in quite a number of years. That is the Issue 1, the 2.98 Mill General Operating Levy.

I’m asking that you carefully consider all information presented to you concerning Issue 1, both for and against, then make an informed decision based upon the facts, not opinion or speculation.

The Political Action Committee waging a campaign for the defeat of the levy are comprised of several individuals who organized losing campaigns for mayor and council two years ago.  Though the position they took in opposing the ballpark at its inception is an honorable position, the misinformation provided since is not.

Their campaign against the levy has been in full force with the sole intent of confusing the issue and facts admittedly found only in newspaper articles.  Personally, I have spent hundreds of hours studying this issue, analyzing the data.  My facts come from budget reports, which must be certified by the State Auditor’s Office, and I challenge anyone to dispute the numbers that are presented.

If any among us thinks, figuratively, that there are guilty parties who need to be brought to justice and if, as their committee states, money from the General Fund has been diverted to stadium construction, then please bring me the facts - together we’ll find the highest tree in the city and bring the guilty parties to justice.  But, the truth remains that the State Auditor’s Office has determined that no co-mingling of monies for stadium construction has occurred.

For the past month, I, members of Council and the Mayor have stood in front of you, bared our souls and candidly presented a case for passage of the levy.  We have withheld nothing from you. We want you to know the truth.

I must wonder why the Political Action Committee has yet to make public, supporting arguments against the levy’s passage.  Instead, I suspect, they will wait until this weekend, two days before the election, when you will receive in your mail their literature stating why you should vote against it.  To impede a rebuttal, that is an effective political tactic but is that what this is all about?

COMMUNICATIONS & PETITIONS

A recommendation was received from the Building Department regarding Conditional Use Permit Renewal Requests for:


Donald Austin, Auctioneer, 34090 Oak Knoll Avenue, Eastlake


Gary’s Creative Jewelry, 35341 East Shore Drive, Eastlake


Discount Drug Mart, 34100 Vine Street, Eastlake


Page Massotherapy, 356 Waterbury Drive, Eastlake


EE Controls, 115 Forest Drive, Eastlake


Bullseye Dart Shop, Inc., 950 Erie Road, Eastlake


Final Score Sports Bar, 33329 Vine Street, Eastlake


Sears Hardware, 34225 Vine Street, Eastlake


KTS Creations, 726 Quentin Road, Eastlake


Every Tire & Wheel, 34815 Vine Street, Eastlake

The Conditional Use Permit Renewal Requests were referred to Planning Committee.

A funding request was received from the Fine Arts Association.  This was referred to Finance Committee.

A funding request was received from the WPCC for the replacement of the back-up biosolids dewatering machine with a belt filter press.  This was referred to Finance Committee.

A communication was received from City Engineer Mr. Guard regarding Payment No. 11 –Final for Northern Valley Contractors, Inc.  This was referred to Finance Committee.

A request was received from Service/Recreation Director Mr. Philipp to advertise for bids for Payment Lane Markings for 2004.  This was referred to Service/Utilities Committee.

A request was received from Service/Recreation Director Mr. Philipp to advertise for bids for Yard Waste Bags for 2004.  This was referred to Service/Utilities Committee.

A communication was received from Human/Finance Resource Coordinator Ms. Vaughn regarding the adoption of an Ordinance to be in compliance with City Ordinance 155.20 “Employer Pickup of Employee Contributions to Ohio Public Employees Retirement System (PERS); Police and Fire Pension Included.”  This was referred to Ordinance Committee.

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS

SERVICE/UTILITIES COMMITTEE - Mr. Lajeunesse 
Mr. Lajeunesse welcomed all to the meeting, adding that the Service/Utilities Committee had not met since the last regularly scheduled Council meeting, however, due to communications this evening a Service/Utilities Committee meeting would be scheduled and he would be in touch with the Clerk to schedule a date. 

Mr. Lajeunesse thanked Mayor DiLiberto for the invitation to join Ms. Vaughn this Thursday in negotiations with the Fire Department.  

Mr. Lajeunesse stated that this concluded his report and that he was open for questions.

There were no questions of Mr. Lajeunesse.

SAFETY COMMITTEE - Mrs. Curtis

Mrs. Curtis stated that the Safety Committee met on Monday, February 16, 2004 at 6:00 p.m. with herself and Mr. Lajeunesse present from the Committee.  Present from Council was Council President Mr. Hillier. Mr. Andrzejewski joined the meeting at a later time.  In attendance from the Administration were Mayor DiLiberto, Law Director Klammer, Chief Sabo, Chief Ruth and Lt. Gutowski.  Mrs. Curtis explained that he Committee discussed the needs of the Police and Fire Department, adding that it has been brought to Council’s attention that if another $400,000 is not infused next year into the Police Department, they are not going to be able to operate – in a proactive community the Police and Fire take a great deal of pride in communication, education and trying to stop crime where it is – they need massive training for hazmat and things like anthrax and so many other areas of terrorism.  Mrs. Curtis stated that we desperately need to not lose any of our Police Force – we have cannot lose another man on the Fire Department – we would be in a backward position if we lost one – right now we have a good community because the Police and Fire are always there – they are working hard and they are out there putting themselves on the line – the Police Department took $200,000 in concessions this year to help out the City – we owe them a great deal.  Mrs. Curtis stated without the levy we may have to do something, although it will not be Council’s decision but she will ask that there be a charge for trash pickup and she will ask to rescind the 2% - it may not be popular but the bottom line is we need the money – so, you can either make the choice at the polls or pay another way – this is not a threat – it is pure fact.  Mrs. Curtis explained that the meeting was adjourned at 7:10 p.m.   

Mrs. Curtis made the following Motion:

Fee Waiver Request: Eastlake Area Kiwanis Club

MOTION:  I hereby move to approve the Fee Waiver Request for the Eastlake Area Kiwanis Club, with the stipulation that the custodial costs be paid, for use of the Community Center on Saturday, March 20, 2004 for its Spring Craft Fair.

Mr. Spinner seconded

ROLL CALL:
 Yeas:  Mrs. Curtis, Mr. Lajeunesse, Mr. Mahler, Mr. Andrzejewski, 

  Mr. Spinner, Mr. Hillier



    Nays: Mr. Razov

Motion carried.  The Fee Waiver Request for the Eastlake Area Kiwanis Club is approved.

Additional Comments

Mrs. Curtis stated that this concluded her report and that she would not be scheduling a Safety Committee Meeting at the present time.
There were no questions of Mrs. Curtis.

RECREATION COMMITTEE – Mr. Razov

Mr. Razov stated that the Recreation Committee met on Wednesday, February 18, 2004 at 5:15 p.m. – there were two items on the agenda with the first being the Fee Waiver for which Mrs. Curtis just made the Motion.  Mr. Razov stated that he explained in the Committee meeting why is not in favor of granting fee waivers, as he has in previous meetings.  Mr. Razov explained that the second item on the agenda, which was discussed in great detail, was the agreement with ECCO Entertainment – this is the contract the City entered into with a promoter to promote concerts at the baseball stadium facility – as of yet we have yet to see a concert at the ballpark – we discussed this in Committee at great detail and we are tentatively planning on meeting with the individual in charge of ECCO Entertainment once again in about 60 days to review his plans as far as a promotional event.   

Mr. Razov stated that this concluded his report and that he was open for questions.

Additional Comments

Mr. Andrzejewski stated that he arrived to the meeting late and commented that he is concerned about the promoters statements that we cannot hold an event in the stadium – he cannot comprehend why we would not hold an event in the stadium – he cannot see drawing a crowd in a parking lot – he cannot see doing a concert in a parking lot – he has spoken with people who have advised that there is a chance that some of the grass would be ruined but it can be done with the proper precautions.  Mr. Andrzejewski stated that he would give no contract to a promoter who would not hold events in the stadium – this is what we are trying to do.

Mr. Razov stated that it was his understanding, as with the rest of Council, at this time last year when we approved the contract with this promoter that he was to hold concerts/events in the stadium – this Agreement that we approved, even though he voted against a final Agreement, did not specify that he is to only hold events in the parking lot – this is a position that he has taken.  Mr. Razov stated , for the record, he is not in agreement with this position and he agrees wholeheartedly with Mr. Andrzejewski as well as all of Council – he is disappointed with the answers he received at the Committee meeting and he regrets to say we are in a tough position – this being almost March, 2004 where we have yet to have anything planned and/or set in reference to a concert or promotion at the ballpark – we were at point at this time last year because of the time constraints – we are in the same position now – hopefully, we will get something out of the next Committee meeting in April.  

Mr. Andrzejewski asked if a meeting could be arranged before April, in the event that we decide if we can terminate the contract – would it not be too late to schedule events in April?

Mr. Razov confirmed that this was possible but right now he is going to hold this matter in Committee, and with the discretion of Council and the Administration to see what we are going to do – his comments to Mr. Vitalone of ECCO Entertainment was that he wanted Mr. Vitalone to make money because if he is making money the City is making money.

Mayor DiLiberto stated that he agreed 100% with Mr. Razov – a meeting should be arranged with Mr. Vitalone in 30 days, and added that everything was explained to Mr. Vitalone in the contract before he entered into the contract – what he wants to do is to be able to have seating on the field – it was put into the lease that this could not happen.  Mayor DiLiberto stated that he would work with Mr. Razov as hard as possible to get this matter straightened out. 

Mr. Razov stated that he would be in touch with the Clerk and Council to determine what position and direction we are going to take.   

There were no questions of Mr. Razov.

PLANNING COMMITTEE - Mr. Mahler
Mr. Mahler was absent and excused.

FINANCE COMMITTEE – Mr. Spinner

Mr. Spinner stated that he had Motions to make, on behalf of the Planning Committee, for Conditional Use Permit Renewals:

Mr. Spinner stated that he would be making the following Motions:

Conditional Use Permit Renewal Request: All You Can Print

MOTION:  I hereby move to approve the Conditional Use Permit Renewal Request for All You Can Print, 722 Creekview Drive, Eastlake, Ohio.  Mrs. Curtis seconded.

ROLL CALL:
 Yeas unanimous

Motion carried.  The Conditional Use Permit Renewal Request for All You Can Print is approved.

Conditional Use Permit Renewal Request: Health & Fitness

MOTION:  I hereby move to approve the Conditional Use Permit Renewal Request for Health & Fitness, 35655 Curtis Blvd., Eastlake, Ohio.  Mrs. Curtis seconded.

ROLL CALL:
 Yeas unanimous

Motion carried.  The Conditional Use Permit Renewal Request for Health & Fitness is approved.

Conditional Use Permit Renewal Request: The Radisson Hotel

MOTION:  I hereby move to approve the Conditional Use Permit Renewal Request for The Radisson Hotel, 35000 Curtis Blvd., Eastlake, Ohio. Mrs. Curtis seconded.

ROLL CALL:
 Yeas unanimous

Motion carried.  The Conditional Use Permit Renewal Request for The Radisson Hotel is approved.

Liquor License Permit Authorization: Beef O’Brady’s

 MOTION:  I hereby move to, pursuant to Ohio Revised Code Section 4303.29(B)(3)(b), approve the application for transfer of a liquor permit to be filed by Beef O’Brady’s, or its designee, in the recognition that the Beef O’Brady’s project is an economic development project that will be a beneficial addition to our community and assist in the economic development of our area by bringing in a number of new jobs to the area as well as increasing the City’s tax base.  Mrs. Curtis seconded.

ROLL CALL:
 Yeas unanimous

Motion carried.  The Liquor License Permit Authorization for Beef O’Brady’s is approved.

Additional Comments

Mr. Spinner reported that the Finance Committee met on Wednesday, February 18, 2004 for its monthly budget review and also approved legislation for passage this evening regarding the bid award to Collinwood Shale Brick & Supply Co.  The Committee members present were himself and Mr. Andrzejewski.  Committee member Mr. Mahler was absent and excused.  In attendance from Council were Council President Mr. Hillier, Mr. Lajeunesse, Mrs. Curtis and Mr. Razov.  In attendance from the Administration were Finance Director Mr. Masterson, Service/Recreation Director Mr. Philipp, Assistant Building Administrator Mr. Nissen, Finances Mr. Vuckovich, Tax Administrator Ms. Keneven-Zanella, Chief Ruth and Chief Sabo.  Mr. Spinner stated that the budget review went well – all questions were answered – the budget was in line and we are continuing to monitor the budget – the meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m.  Mr. Spinner stated that the next Budget Review meeting is scheduled for March 24, 2004 and invited all to attend.

Mr. Spinner stated that this concluded his report and that he was open for questions.

Additional Comments

Mr. Andrzejewski explained that there were concerns about the high numbers for wages, salaries and benefits – it was explained that the numbers would even out as the year progresses and asked Mr. Spinner if this as correct?  Mr. Spinner stated that this was the discussion and explanation received – all expressed concerns about the percentages according to one month’s expenditures and it was explained that this was a result of vacation buybacks and people retiring as well as the extra paycheck for January.

Mr. Andrzejewski stated that he would like to have this in the open and that this is an area of concern Council will keep monitoring.

Mr. Spinner stated that he would be making the following Motion:

Legislative Recommendation

MOTION:  I hereb
MOTION:  I hereby move to add Legislation No. 02-24-(04) to the evening’s agenda authorizing and directing the Mayor and Director of  Finance to accept Deduct Change Order No. 4 for American Seating, for Seating, in the amount of Seven Thousand Eight Hundred Seventy-Two Dollars and Fifty-Seven Cents ($7,872.57), with said new Contract total being Six Hundred One Thousand One Hundred Fifty-Eight Dollars and Eight Cents ($601,158.08), said funds to be taken from account #420.000.5551.  Mr. Lajeunesse seconded.

ROLL CALL:
 Yeas unanimous

Motion carried.  Legislation No. 02-24-(04) is added to the evening’s agenda.

Additional Comments

Mrs. Curtis stated that a gentleman was in the audience last week that was very concerned about the cost of his license plates.  Mrs. Curtis clarified that $31.50 belongs to the State, the City had to increase its charge from $5.00 to $10.00 – the other $10.00 goes to the County.  Mrs. Curtis stated that she wanted this clarified so that everyone understood where the money was going for their tags.

There were no further questions or comments.

ORDINANCE COMMITTEE  - Mr. Andrzejewski

Mr. Andrzejewski stated that the Ordinance Committee met about a week ago where minor changes were discussed in the Garbage and Refuse Collection Ordinance – basically it will mean that no pick-ups will start before 7:00 p.m. – we have received complaints from residents that recycling pick-up was starting before 7:00 a.m. – the other change was in the definition of recycling.

Mr. Andrzejewski stated that he would be making the following Motion:

Legislative Recommendation: Legislation No. 02-24-(02)

MOTION:  I hereby move to add Legislation No. 02-24-(02) to the evening’s agenda amending Chapter 965 “Garbage and Refuse Collection” of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Eastlake.  Mr. Lajeunesse seconded

ROLL CALL:
 Yeas unanimous

Motion carried.  Legislation No. 02-24-(02) is added to the evening’s agenda.

Additional Comments

Mr. Andrzejewski explained that the second item to be discussed was presented through a recommendation from Mrs. Curtis in order to have a more precise accounting of expenditures in the City – including receipts and invoices – all present thought this was a very good idea and Council is now receiving this information.

Mr. Andrzejewski stated that he would be making the following Motion:

Legislative Recommendation: Legislation No. 02-24-(03)

MOTION:  I hereby move to add Legislation No. 02-24-(03) to the evening’s agenda amending City Ordinance Chapter 125 “Department of Finance,” specifically to include new Section 125.09 “Financial Disclosure” of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Eastlake.  Mrs. Curtis seconded

ROLL CALL:
 Yeas unanimous

Motion carried.  Legislation No. 02-24-(03) is added to the evening’s agenda.

Additional Comments

Mr. Andrzejewski addressed Council President Mr. Hillier’s message, stating with all due respect, that he feels a need to respond to an item.  Mr. Andrzejewski stated that he thinks this new Council has tried very hard to open up communication to the residents of the City and he does not think it should be stopped now – debate is good – bringing out the issues, especially in a topic as important as a tax levy – the political action committee referred to is doing this in regards to this issue and is entitled to their opinion – after all, this is America – the land of free speech whether we agree with it or not – they are still entitled to their opinion.  Mr. Andrzejewski stated that he is in total favor of the debate on this issue and is in favor of the voters having as many resources of information has they can possibly have  - ultimately, he has confidence in the voters – that they will analyze and look at all the information and choose the way they want to vote – this is what we want them to do.

Council President Mr. Hillier agreed, adding that Mr. Andrzejewski’s point is understood and that he will respect Mr. Andrzejewski’s opinion – debate is good as long as the numbers aren’t mixed and information is presented to the public in a fair and effective manner he totally agrees with Mr. Andrzejewski’s statement.

Mr. Andrzejewski stated that he would not be setting an Ordinance Committee meeting at the present time. 

There were no questions of Mr. Andrzejewski.

RECOGNITION OF THE PUBLIC 
Mr. Hillier recognized the public input at this time; he reminded the speakers that there is a 3-minute limit for their comments, all comments are to be directed to the Chair and not include any personalities or individuals.

Please note that the following comments have been transcribed as accurately as possible, however, some comments may not appear due to the inability to understand the speaker.

Indra Shah, 577 St. Lawrence Blvd., Eastlake

Mr. Shah issued all an invitation to attend the MultiCultural Festival sponsored by the Community Relations Board on February 29, 2004 at the Community Center – there will be four functions – one is the HeadStart children who will participate in an art competition and prizes will be awarded – there will be different nationalities food for tasting – there will be an arts and crafts display as well as performances and group dances – the Festival is free and open for all.  The Community Relations Board’s mission is to promote understanding between various cultures – this is the best opportunity to do this – all of the Board members have worked very hard.  Mr. Shah asked all to come to the Festival and enjoy (comments could not be understood) at no cost.

Mr. Hillier asked Mr. Shah to repeat the date.

Mr. Shah stated that the MultiCultural Festival will be held on Sunday, February 29th from 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at the Eastlake Community Center.

Mr. Shah further commented that he has been a resident of the City for more than 25 years and he has studied, to the best of his ability, the Issue 1 – he has raised many questions to Council – although he still has three or four issues he will vote for the levy – there are three or four issues that he would like to understand if he is going to convince people to vote for the levy –he is not raising these issues in a negative manner – he is raising these issues because he wants to convince people to vote for the levy.

No. 1:  For two years (comments could not be understood) we have exceeded the deficit mandated by Ohio law – at least for the last year – so there has to be an honest and public admission and acknowledgement (comments could not be understood) – he understands that we cannot change the past and he is not interested in that and he does not want to blame anybody – but, an open acknowledgment of a failing of a duty (comments could not be understood) should be made to the people.

No. 2:  There is a disagreement among this Council (comments could not be understood) it is that anonymity that people say that we have reduced the expenses as much as we can – we have reduced the expenses from $14,000,000 to $2,000,000 – it is great that we have reduced the expenses to $2,000,000 but when a member of this Council states that it is his hope of reducing this deficit further by $500,000 – that does not create a very satisfactory

(comments could not be understood) among the public that you have done your duty by reducing the expense to the minimum.

No. 3:  If you are going to ask people to make this sacrifice it would be a great idea of the Council and Administration to say that they are going to be reducing there own expenses – by 5% or 10% - he does not know – but, if you are asking him to do a sacrifice then it would be a good example set if you start charity at home.

Dale Hartman, 35490 King Drive, Eastlake

Mr. Hartman stated that he watched the slide presentation on the levy Saturday, and he was very impressed – it was very informational for him and pointed out a few areas he questions – 18 ½ % increase in wages over a 2 ½ years period for City employees? Senior citizens get 3% per year from Social Security – that is half – we have 2,500 people who lost their jobs and as of today on the Mayor’s corner – another 1,200 to 1,500 for 2003 – that is 4,000 people.  We are asking them to foot a bill for a minimum of $500 over the next five years, which they cannot afford because they have had their salaries reduced.  The second thing was that hospitalization has gone up 90% in the same period – why was this not addressed two years ago?  Why weren’t the employees of the City of Eastlake made to pay towards their own hospitalization package – how much of that $3.2 million deficit would have been offset?  Mr. Hartman stated that he read the News Herald – Mrs. Keneven states there is a company in the City of Eastlake that owes $1.5 million in back taxes – is this the same company we gave a tax abatement to a few years ago to move here from Mentor?  If not, when are we going to realize the $1.5 million to offset the $3.2 million deficit.  Mr. Hartman asked where the City is getting the money to make all these payments to these people – if we are in a deficit we don’t have money – how can you pay for something when you don’t have it?  Mr. Hartman stated that these are questions he has and he hopes to have answers to them – but, he doubts he will by next Tuesday.

Mr. Hillier advised Mr. Hartman that he posed some very good questions, adding that if Mr. Hartman stayed after the Council meeting his questions would be addressed.

Mr. Hillier explained, for a point of record, the slide shown in the presentation was actually a five-year period from 1999 –2003.

Sam Trost, Jr. 34103 Roberts Road, Eastlake

Mr. Trost stated that he would like to commend Council in part on the due diligence in trying to lead the City in the right way – keeping in track of the General Fund and trying to make this Community and society progressive for future generations.  Mr. Trost referred to the recent Governors’ meeting in Washington– everyone is concentrating on finances 

(comments could not be understood) no child left behind in this Community and what are we doing to promote that – also, is there any capitalist in the Community or Lake County to bring new business into the Community – when the $3.2 million deficit is erased – there is a lot of empty real estate that can be implemented for businesses to generate more taxes for the City in a positive manner.  Also, will the taxes that are going to be raised be locked in after the fact that $3.2 million will be erased from our pocket?  Will it be unlocked – will we have to continue to pay?  Mr. Trost complimented the Mayor on the due diligence to bring the stadium to the City and thanked for promoting the concerts and promotions, adding that he would like to have the Rolling Stones in Eastlake sometime.

Jack McCauley, 36473 Port Drive, Eastlake

Mr. McCauley stated that it is his understanding that there is a utility tax which is supposed to end in 2005 – which will relieve the tax payers of some of the cost – he thinks this needs to be advertised to the people of this Community that if this tax levy increase passes whether in March or November that the taxpayer will actually have less of a tax bite if the levy passes and the utility tax is reduced – everybody’s budget is strained in this City and Country. Mr. McCauley stated that he feels the Council and the Government of Eastlake have been honest – everyone has to sit down and look at this  - if you take away the emotion and the personality conflict and the finger pointing – everyone has to look at the quality of service – the quality of life in this Community.  Mr. McCauley stated that he works in Cleveland and he sees the quality of police services – they laid of 265 police officers and firefighters – the service is not there – this Community has always been tops in services – our safety forces have always been tops – he would hate to see that reduced by this tax levy failing.  Mr. McCauley stated that when he looks at this Community – having lived here for 32 years and worked here he believes we have one of the top Communities in this County (at this point the tape was turned over)  22 years maybe it is not a good time for an increase in tax – nobody likes taxes – everybody’s budgets are strained.  Mr. McCauley stated that he firmly believes looking at it objectively, as he thinks everyone has to, it is time that we save the City of Eastlake.

Additional Comments

Council President Mr. Hillier stated that there is more time available for recognition of the public, and explained that protocol prevents him from responding back to questions with answers and urged all to remain after the Council meeting to speak to himself, the Mayor, any other members of Council, the Finance Director, the Law Director – anyone will stay to answer any questions.

Raymond A. Costello, 1458 East 337th Street, Eastlake

Mr. Costello addressed the Mayor and Council, stating that a big deal has been made about the Lake County Visitor’s Bureau being at the Eastlake stadium, and asked what has it done for Eastlake to date?  Mr. Costello stated that the Mayor is the President of the Northeast Ohio Mayor’s Association and suggested that the Mayor ask the Mayor of Port Clinton, Ohio how much money the PWT (Professional Walleye Trail) which is sponsored by some major magazines – what it has done for the economy of Port Clinton is to produce $3.5 million dollars into their economy every year – they have one there every year because it is the best spring Walleye fishing and it is in April  - they have it in July of this year in Cleveland – why hasn’t Bob Ulas or someone from the Visitor’s Bureau got on this thing and got us this money?  Mr. Costello stated that Cleveland will have to install floating docks and have the function on the inner harbor – we have the river and we claim to be proactive and not reactive – we claim to want to promote the river and the lake.  Mr. Costello stated that if someone would not be lazy and look into these things that there is a good way to make some cash for this City.

Tom Daly, Jr., 34528 Beechpark, Eastlake

Mr. Daly stated that he was born along this lake 75 years ago and he is still here – he moved out to Swamp Lake – he means Eastlake – 48 years ago – we used to call Eastlake – Swamp Lake – we were in the Plain Dealer and the press with rotten publicity with some of the corrupt politicians we had.  Mr. Costello stated that they could not sit outside

because the mosquitoes ate you up – all you have to do was drive around and see this Community.  Mr. Costello stated that he loves this Community and he thinks a great deal of credit goes to the Mayor.  Mr. Costello stated that he will pass the levy – even if he has to miss going out to eat – but he will vote for the $92.00 – and added that Council and the Administration have to start watching what is being done with the citizens money because a lot of people are mad. Mr. Costello stated that he thinks Eastlake is the Crown of Lake County – we have roads – we have good service – the Fire Department has always been wonderful – we want to keep it that way. 

There was no one else who wished to speak.

(1) LEGISLATION PROPOSED - First number will be 2004-014

RESOLUTION NO.: 02-24-(01)

 A Resolution authorizing and directing the Mayor and Director of  Finance to enter into a Contract with Collinwood Shale Brick & Supply Co., lowest and best bidder, for the purchase of  Asphalt and/or Concrete Products as listed for the cost as outlined,  and declaring an emergency.

was introduced and read for the first time.

MOTION:  Mr. Spinner moved to suspend the rules requiring three separate readings and reading in full.  Mrs. Curtis seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

MOTION:  Mr. Spinner moved to adopt.  Mrs. Curtis seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Resolution No. 2004-014.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_
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ORDINANCE NO.: 02-24-(02)




An Ordinance amending Chapter 965, "Garbage and Refuse Collection," of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Eastlake, and declaring an emergency.

was introduced and read for the first time.

MOTION:  Mr. Andrzejewski moved to suspend the rules requiring three separate readings and reading in full.  Mrs. Curtis seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

MOTION:  Mr. Andrzejewski moved to adopt.  Mr. Spinner seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Ordinance No. 2004-015.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_
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ORDINANCE NO.: 02-24-(03)

An Ordinance amending City Ordinance Chapter 125 “Department of Finance”, specifically to include new Section 125.09 “Financial Disclosure,” of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Eastlake, and declaring an emergency.




was introduced and read for the first time.

MOTION:  Mr. Andrzejewski moved to suspend the rules requiring three separate readings and reading in full.  Mrs. Curtis seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

MOTION:  Mr. Spinner moved to adopt.  Mrs. Curtis seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Ordinance No. 2004-016.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_

ADVANCE \d3

ADVANCE \u3
RESOLUTION NO.: 02-24-(04)


A Resolution authorizing and directing the Mayor and Director of  Finance to accept Deduct Change Order No. 4 for American Seating, for Seating, in the amount of Seven Thousand Eight Hundred Seventy-Two Dollars and Fifty-Seven Cents ($7,872.57), with said new Contract total being Six Hundred One Thousand One Hundred Fifty-Eight Dollars and Eight Cents ($601,158.08), and declaring an emergency.

was introduced and read for the first time.

MOTION:  Mr. Spinner moved to suspend the rules requiring three separate readings and reading in full.  Mrs. Curtis seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

MOTION:  Mr. Spinner moved to adopt.  Mrs. Curtis seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Resolution No. 2004-017.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_

ADVANCE \d3

ADVANCE \u3
LEGISLATION  PENDING

There was none.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

There was none.

NEW BUSINESS

There was none.
ADMINSTRATIVE REPORTS

MAYOR/SAFETY DIRECTOR – Dan DiLiberto

Mayor DiLiberto stated that all of his reports have been submitted in writing and he had nothing to report.

There were no questions of Mayor DiLiberto.

LAW DIRECTOR – Randy Klammer

Mr. Klammer stated that he had no report for the evening but he was open for questions.

There were no questions of Mr. Klammer.

FINANCE DIRECTOR – Jack Masterson

Finance Director Mr. Masterson stated that the first Audit Review Committee meeting will be held on Thursday, March 4th at 5:00 p.m. Mr. Masterson stated that he had nothing further to report and that he was open for questions. 

Additional Comments

Mr. Andrzejewski asked Mr. Masterson to explain what the Audit Review Committee would be doing?  Mr. Masterson explained that they will be reviewing some concerns which he has regarding salary issues and issues involving comp time – also, the overall budget can be discussed.  Mr. Andrzejewski asked if the Committee as going to review things or just look at records?  Mr. Masterson stated that will be part of it – as time goes on there will be more intricate examination.  

Mr. Lajeunesse stated that the State Auditor has guidelines that can be used by the Audit Review Committee to define in detail what needs to be reviewed.  Mr. Masterson confirmed that the Committee would be following these guidelines.  

Mr. Hillier asked Mr. Masterson if there were any restrictions on the Audit Committee – are there any restrictions regarding what can be reviewed?  Mr. Masterson stated, to his knowledge, there are no restrictions – everything is public record.

There were no further questions.

SERVICE/RECREATION DIRECTOR – Bill Philipp

Service/Recreation Director Mr. Philipp was absent and excused.

CITY ENGINEER – Steve Guard

Mr. Guard stated that the construction work is beginning on Robert’s Road – this next week will see the trucks televising the sewers and some above ground work to provide records – there will be traffic signs going up on Erie Road and Route 91 and excavation work should start the following week.

Mr. Guard stated that this concluded his report and that he was open for questions.

Additional Comments

Mr. Lajeunesse stated that he was recently at a WPCC meeting and the Storm Water Management Report was mentioned.  Mr. Lajeunesse stated that Mr. Philipp requested to know exactly when the report was due?

Mr. Guard stated that Mr. Philipp had not contacted him, and added that he would be in touch with Mr. Philipp as to the compliance deadlines.

There were no questions of Mr. Guard

HUMAN/FINANCE RESOURCE COORDINATOR – Donna Vaughn

Ms. Vaughn stated that any information pertinent to Council has been forwarded.  Mrs. Vaughn addressed Ordinance Chairman Mr. Andrzejewski, and explained that the item recently placed in Committee, which she had forwarded to Council, would have to be addressed by March 31st.

Mr. Hillier asked if this meant that the Ordinance had to be passed by Council by that time?  Ms. Vaughn stated that this has to do with the pension pick-up and had to be passed by March 31st.

Mr. Hillier commented that it is ironic – this is another one of those issues where we are told we must pass it – we have been down this road before with the State.

Ms. Vaughn stated that this is State mandated.

Mr. Andrzejewski stated that he would be in touch with the Council Clerk to schedule an Ordinance Committee meeting.

There were no further questions of Ms. Vaughn.

ADJOURNMENT

Council President Mr. Hillier stated that, if there are no objections from Council, the meeting is adjourned.

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 8:36 p.m.

  

______​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​______________________________________




   CHARLES C. HILLIER, COUNCIL  PRESIDENT 

APPROVED: _______________________

ATTEST:   ________________________

              DEBORAH A. CENDROSKI, CMC        

 
CLERK OF COUNCIL 
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