 
      EASTLAKE CITY COUNCIL

        REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

   FEBRUARY 22, 2005

The Regular Meeting of the Eastlake City Council was held at Eastlake City Hall, 35150 

Lake Shore Boulevard.  The Meeting was called to order by Council President Mr. Hillier at approximately 8:19 p.m.  

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mr. Razov 

ATTENDEES

Members of Council in attendance were Mr. Razov, Ms. DePledge, Mr. Zontini, Mr. Knuchel,  Mr. Elshaw, Mr. Lajeunesse and Council President Mr. Hillier. Also attending was Council Clerk Mrs. Cendroski.  

Those attending from the Administration were Mayor Andrzejewski, Law Director Mr. Klammer, Finance Director Mr. Slocum, Service/Recreation Director Mr. Philipp, and City Engineer Mr. Guard.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Regular Council Meeting – FEBRUARY 8, 2005

MOTION: Mr. Razov moved to approve the minutes of the Regular Council meeting held on February 8, 2005.  Mr. Lajeunesse seconded.

ROLL CALL:
 Yeas:  Mr. Razov, Mr. Lajeunesse, Ms. DePledge, Mr. Zontini, Mr. Knuchel,  

Mr. Hillier 



         Abstain:  Mr. Elshaw

Motion carried.  The minutes were approved.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT’S REPORT - Mr. Hillier

Meetings Scheduled

Mr. Hillier stated that the Council-as-a-Whole Committee Meeting would be scheduled for Tuesday, March 8, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. at City Hall and the Regular Council Meeting would be held on Tuesday, March 8, 2005 at 7:30 p.m. at City Hall. 

Mr. Hillier stated the Charter Review Commission would hold its meeting Wednesday, March 2, 2005 at 6:30 p.m. adding the public is welcome and encouraged to attend.

Mr. Hillier stated the Financial Planning & Supervisory Commission meeting would be held on Wednesday, February 23, 2005 at 6:00 p.m.

Mr. Hillier further stated that the Western Reserve Municipal Clerk’s Association is sponsoring a seminar for elected officials on Saturday, March 5, 2005 here at City Hall.  Council Clerk Mrs. Cendroski explained they have been approached by individuals who are involved in governmental agencies in other capacities who have requested to attend this seminar – the seminar has been opened to those individuals.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT’S REMARKS
Mr. Hillier referred to the last meeting and the discussion on the garbage issue, stating he wanted to clarify an issue – if the City sticks to the Recovery Plan the City will be fine until 2012 – he fully supports the statements made - as a difference of opinion with Mr. Slocum – who he respects immensely – if you put the money in the General Fund it can be spent – if you keep the money as the Financial Recovery Plan calls for and you put it into debt service it can only be spent on one thing and one thing only – that is debt service – that is why we have the different funds – that is why he is taking the position he is in support of that – with refinancing City Hall we should maintain a positive in that fund even though it will be hurting until 2012.

Mr. Hillier stated the Kiwanis Club will be conducting a Monte Carlo in support of the Blvd. of 500 Flags – this will be the weekend of March 11th, 12th, & 13th   at the American Legion Hall in an attempt to raise money for name plates, the flags, the flag poles and he has received a lot of offers of support – we need volunteers – if anyone would like they can sign up on the volunteer sheet following the Council meeting – if you don’t know how to deal blackjack you will be trained – Scott Buckley is working on the fund raiser and will provide training – any help will be greatly appreciated.

COMMUNICATIONS &  PETITIONS

A communication was received from the Administration regarding the sale of a City owned parking lot. This was referred to Finance Committee.

A communication was received from the Administration regarding the sale of Christmas lighting displays. This was referred to Finance Committee.

An invitation was received regarding attendance the Annual Eastlake JFK Senior Volunteer Recognition Brunch on Monday, March 14, 2005. Mr. Hillier explained this was for each Councilperson’s individual consideration.

A sponsorship request was received from the Eastlake Little League for its 2005 Season.

Mr. Hillier explained this was for each Councilperson’s individual consideration.

A communication was received from Fire Chief Sabo regarding a grant acceptance for the Fire Department. Mr. Hillier explained that this was discussed as Council-as-a-Whole Committee and will be added to the evening’s agenda.

Liquor License Transfer Requests were received from:  Bernard C. Roell, Jr., dba North Coast Beverage & tackle 35579 Lakeshore Blvd to Shivkrupa, Inc., dba North Coast Beverage & Tackle, 35579 Lakeshore Blvd. and Eastlake Bar, Inc., 34471 Vine Street to 354th Street Bar & Grill, LLC, 34471 Vine Street.  This was referred to Planning Committee.

A Liquor License Request was received from K Kids, Inc., dba Deck Lounge & Restaurant, Unit 2 & Patio, 35943 Lakeshore Blvd. This was referred to Planning Committee.

A Fee Waiver Request was received from the Eastlake Swim Team for use of the Community Center on Sunday, March 20, 2005 for a spaghetti dinner fundraiser. This was referred to Recreation Committee.

A request was received requesting Erosion and Sediment Control Ordinances and Storm Water Management Ordinances. This was referred to Ordinance Committee.

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS

SERVICE/UTILITIES COMMITTEE – Mr. Razov
Mr. Razov stated the Service/ Utilities Committee has not met since the last regularly scheduled Council meeting – as one item has been placed in Committee he will be in touch with the Clerk regarding the scheduling of a Committee meeting 

Mr. Razov stated this concluded his report and he was open for questions.  There were no questions of Mr. Razov.

SAFETY COMMITTEE – Mr. Zontini

Mr. Zontini stated as there is nothing pending or actionable in the Safety Committee there has been no meeting since the last regularly scheduled Council meeting.

Mr. Zontini stated he was open for questions.

There were no questions of Mr. Zontini.

RECREATION COMMITTEE – Mr. Knuchel

Mr. Knuchel stated the Recreation Committee has not met since the last regularly scheduled Council meeting but they did discuss a fee waiver in the Finance Committee and it was agreed to move forward with this matter – he will also be making a Motion to add legislation amending City Ordinance 969.03 regarding the affiliated groups.

Mr. Knuchel made the following Motions:

Fee Waiver Request

MOTION:  I hereby move to approve the Fee Waiver Request for the Eastlake Youth Football Cheerleaders for use of the Community Center on March 12, 2005 for an appreciation dinner and dance party, with the stipulation that the minimum amount of $100.00 be paid for six hours use of the facility, and the maintenance fee of $8.65 per hour be paid for use of the facility beyond six hours.  Mr. Lajeunesse seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

Motion Carried.  The Fee Waiver Request is approved.

Legislative Recommendation

MOTION:  I hereby move to add Legislation No. 02-22-(11) to the evening’s agenda

amending Section 969.03 “Community Center and J.F.K. Park Center Use Regulations; 

Charges” of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Eastlake, specifically Section  

969.03(2)(C).  Mr. Lajeunesse seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

Motion Carried.  Legislation No. 02-22-(11) is added to the evening’s agenda.

Additional Comments

Mayor Andrzejewski stated he thought the matter in the last Motion was held in Committee for discussion.  Mr. Hillier stated this was in regards to the last discussion at the meeting and involved the removal of the Community Relations Board and the addition of the Eastlake Gymnastics as affiliated groups.  Mayor Andrzejewski stated the legislation refers to the Community Center.  Mr. Hillier explained this is the title of Ordinance Section 969.03.

There were no further questions of Mr. Knuchel.

PLANNING COMMITTEE – Ms. DePledge 

Ms. DePledge stated the Planning Committee met on February 15, 2005 and three issues were discussed – the first being Legislation No. 02-22-(01) which pertains to a Conditional Use Permit for Nextel Communications at 31510 Lakeshore Blvd.  – the Committee approved this matter for passage at this evening’s meeting – also discussed was Legislation No. 02-22-(02) which pertained to a Conditional Use Permit for Beef O’Brady’s, 35400 Vine Street – the Committee approved this matter for passage at this evening’s meeting.

Ms. DePledge stated she would be making the following Motion:

Liquor License Request

MOTION:  I hereby move to approve, and send back to Columbus, Ohio with no objections, the liquor license request for The Smoke Shop, dba Discount Tobacco Store, 34722 Vine Street, Eastlake.  Mr. Razov seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried.  The Liquor License Transfer Request for The Smoke Shop is approved.

Additional Comments

Ms. DePledge stated that any future Planning Committee meetings will be announced by public notice.

There were no questions of Ms. DePledge.

FINANCE COMMITTEE – Mr. Elshaw

Mr. Elshaw stated the Finance Committee met on February 15, 2005 with all present from Council – in attendance from the Administration were Mayor Andrzejewski, Service/Recreation Director Mr. Philipp and Finance Director Mr. Slocum – also in attendance was the City’s Financial Consultant Mr. Sudsina.

Mr. Elshaw explained the Committee discussed the refinancing of the City Hall debt – the garbage fee reduction proposal and the proposed local government fund budget cuts – all of which are on the evening’s agenda.  

Mr. Elshaw stated he is pleased to announce the newest member of Audit Review Committee  - it is David M. Dobranic who is a CPA and resides at 853 Audrey Drive, Eastlake – Mr. Dobranic had applied originally for the Audit Review Committee.  Mr. Elshaw stated he has recently had the opportunity to interview Mr. Dobranic and he has a very impressive background – he is a CPA with American Express Tax and Business Services which is part of a very respected CPA firm – he will make a fine addition to the Committee.  Mr. Elshaw stated he will be scheduling a Committee meeting soon. 
Mr. Elshaw stated a Finance Committee meeting will need to be scheduled to review the full year budget before the end of month and also to review items pending in Finance Committee.

Mr. Elshaw stated he would be making the following Motion:

Legislative Recommendation

MOTION:  I hereby move to add Legislation No. 02-22-(10) to the evening’s agenda authorizing and directing the Mayor and Director of Finance to accept a grant from the Federal Government, on behalf of the City of Eastlake Fire Department, in the total amount of One Hundred Thirty-Four Thousand One Hundred Dollars ($134,100.00)  towards the purchase and installation of a vehicle exhaust system and the purchase of twenty (20) self contained breathing units.  Mr. Lajeunesse seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

Motion Carried.  Legislation No. 02-22-(11) is added to the evening’s agenda.

There were no questions of Mr. Elshaw.

ORDINANCE COMMITTEE  - Mr. Lajeunesse

Mr. Lajeunesse greeted all present and stated the Ordinance Committee met on Tuesday, February 15, 2005 6:30 p.m. at which a few items were discussed – one item was moved forward and appears on the evening’s agenda – this has to do with the enactment of Chapter 189 “Community Relations Board” – this is to define the Community Relations Board role in the City and to enable it to work more closely with the Mayor and Council as the members who sit on this Board are appointed by the Mayor.  

Mr. Lajeunesse stated he welcomes comments regarding the televising of Committee and Council meetings – please put them in writing and address them to his attention.

Mr. Lajeunesse stated this concluded his report and he was open for questions and reminded all the Ordinance Committee will be meeting every other Tuesday until further notice.

There were no questions of Mr. Lajeunesse.

RECOGNITION OF THE PUBLIC 
Mr. Hillier recognized the public input at this time; he reminded the speakers that there is a 3-minute limit for their comments, all comments are to be directed to the Chair and not include any personalities or individuals.

(Please note – comments have been transcribed as clearly and completely as possible)
Indra Shah, 577 St. Lawrence Blvd., Eastlake

Mr. Shah stated he has two questions and one comment – his first question is what is the net indebtedness in the City as of the current time?  Mr. Hillier asked Mr. Slocum to provide this information to Mr. Shah.  Mr. Shah asked what is the exact amount of overcharge collected from the citizens towards the sewer debt?  Mr. Hillier stated that figure has never been established and this is something the Mayor would have to provide – it would be a nearly impossible task to come up with that answer – if the Mayor wants to task the Finance Director to do this he is more than welcome – the approximate figure has been published in the paper and is anyone from $4 - $5 – but it has all been projected figures – the reason the figure cannot be supplied with a hard core number is because every property will have to be reviewed and conduct an analysis on the actual payments for the last 19 years – that would be a time intensive chore – beyond reason – and, would cost a lot of money to get done and a lot of man hours would be expended – but, if the Mayor wants to expand on this he can.  Mr. Hillier asked Mayor Andrzejewski if he had any comments?  Mayor Andrzejewski stated he had no comment at the present time.  

Mr. Shah stated it is his position that we all know there is no money to pay – the issue he has been raising is do you have the right to collect in the first place – he thinks very firmly that you do not have the right to collect the 2005 sewer debt tax in any way, shape or form – therefore, the decision that you should be making should not whether you have the ability to pay but whether you have the right to collect in the first place.
Mr. Slocum explained the City’s current bonded indebtedness as of February 15 is $29,810,000. 

Mr. Shah stated he asked for net indebtedness – not total indebtedness.  Mr. Hillier advised Mr. Slocum would address this with Mr. Shah after the meeting.

Beatrice and Nicole Gibson, Eastlake Gymnastics

Ms. Nicole Gibson read a letter to Mayor Andrzejewski thanking him for his donation to Eastlake Gynmastics (attached hereto).

Mayor Andrzejewski explained the money deducted last year by the former Mayor which was provided to the leagues was put back into the budget and instead of the City car the money was divided among the leagues – the budget was not increased – money was shifted from the car and divided among the leagues – they are going to be providing the funds to the various leagues so they can have it at the start of their seasons.

Mayor Andrzejewski thanked Ms. Gibson for her nice letter.

Mr. Hillier stated the Mayor should revisit those line items in the budget – he is not sure gymnastics was part of that group – it they were not he is sure something can be worked out.

Kevin Dresser, 35939 Hiawatha Blvd., Eastlake

Mr. Dresser stated he agrees with Mr. Indra Shah and always has.  Mr. Dresser referred to the resolution enacting the stadium task force – he thought it was an excellent idea – individuals should be able to meet to see if they can come up with solutions – anyone who wants to attend should be able to – it should not be limited to six – this is not what the intent of it was – he spoke with Councilman Zontini before this meeting and he told him about the reality – it is actually a Stadium Authority like the Port Authority – this was recommended by Tom Chema in 2001 who stated it was imperative the City create this authority – that way the debt could be put on this authority on not directly on the City – he does not know if it is possible at this time to do that but if it is he would highly recommend it.

Dennis Morely, 419 Riverdale Drive, Eastlake
Mr. Morely stated he had a chance to speak with Mr. Elshaw after the last Finance Committee meeting – the garbage proposal is a pay me now or pay me later proposal – he is trying to see where the relief is – if we are just going to extend the garbage fee out there is really no relief for the residents.  Mr. Morely stated if Council does pass this Ordinance he would suggest the Mayor to veto it.

Mr. Elshaw explained in the current year the residents are subject to both the sewer levy and the garbage fee – if we reduce the garbage fee by an amount equivalent to what they are paying in the sewer levy he sees it as relief in the current year – it is a delay in collection – it was never meant any other way – this is how it has to be.

There was no one else who wished to speak. 
LEGISLATION PROPOSED - First number will be 2005-016



















ORDINANCE NO.: 02-22-(01)






An Ordinance authorizing the issuance of a

Conditional Use Permit to John Sindyla, dba  Nextel Communications, Inc. ("Nextel"), 35150 Lakeshore Blvd., Eastlake, Ohio, and declaring an emergency.

was introduced and read for the first time.

MOTION:  Ms. DePledge moved to suspend the rules requiring three separate readings and reading in full.  Mr. Razov seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

MOTION:  Ms. DePledge moved to adopt.  Mr. Razov seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Ordinance No. 2005-016.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_

ADVANCE \d3

ADVANCE \u3





ORDINANCE NO: 02-22-(02)

An Ordinance authorizing the issuance of a 

Conditional Use Permit to John Werner, Agent 

for Beef O’Brady’s, 35400 Vine Street, Eastlake, Ohio, and declaring an emergency.

was introduced and read for the first time.

MOTION:  Ms. DePledge moved to suspend the rules requiring three separate readings and reading in full.  Mr. Razov seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

MOTION:  Ms. DePledge moved to adopt.  Mr. Razov seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Ordinance No. 2005-017.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_

ADVANCE \d3

ADVANCE \u3





ORDINANCE NO.: 02-22-(03)

An Ordinance Providing for the Issuance and Sale Of Bonds in the Maximum Principal Amount of $2,790,000 for the Purpose of Refunding at a Lower 
Interest Cost Certain of the City’s Outstanding Various Purpose Bonds, dated as of March 1, 1993, and declaring an emergency.

was introduced and read for the first time.

MOTION:  Mr. Elshaw moved to suspend the rules requiring three separate readings and reading in full.  Mr. Razov seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

MOTION:  Mr. Elshaw moved to adopt.  Mr. Razov seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Ordinance No. 2005-018.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_

ADVANCE \d3

ADVANCE \u3












RESOLUTION NO.: 02-22-(04) 

A Resolution authorizing and directing the Director of Recreation to advertise for bids for a Passenger Bus for General Use by the Eastlake Senior Citizen Center, said bids to be in accordance with specifications on file in the Office of the Director of Recreation, and declaring an emergency.

was introduced and read for the first time.

MOTION:  Mr. Elshaw moved to suspend the rules requiring three separate readings and reading in full.  Mr. Razov seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

MOTION:  Mr. Elshaw moved to adopt.  Mr. Razov seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Resolution No. 2005-019.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_

ADVANCE \d3

ADVANCE \u3





ORDINANCE NO.: 02-22-(05)







An Ordinance enacting new Chapter 189, 

"Community Relations Board," of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Eastlake, and declaring an emergency.

was introduced and read for the first time.

MOTION:  Mr. Lajeunesse moved to suspend the rules requiring three separate readings and reading in full.  Mr. Zontini seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

MOTION:  Mr. Lajeunesse moved to adopt.  Mr. Zontini seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Ordinance No. 2005-020.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_

ADVANCE \d3

ADVANCE \u3





RESOLUTION NO.: 02-22-(06)

A Resolution enacting the Stadium Task Force, 

and declaring an emergency.

was introduced and read for the first time.

MOTION:  Mr. Zontini moved to remove Resolution No. 02-22-(06) from the evening’s agenda and refer the Stadium Task Force into Safety Committee.  Mr. Lajeunesse seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

Motion carried. Legislation No. 02-22-(06) is removed from the evening’s agenda and the Stadium Task Force is referred into Safety Committee.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_

ADVANCE \d3

ADVANCE \u3


ORDINANCE NO.: 02-22-(07) 

An Ordinance establishing Fund #609 for the Purpose of Accepting Donations and Recording Expenditures for Holiday Displays of Fireworks, and declaring an emergency.

was introduced and read for the first time.

MOTION:  Mr. Elshaw moved to suspend the rules requiring three separate readings and reading in full.  Mr. Razov seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

MOTION:  Mr. Elshaw moved to adopt.  Mr. Razov seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Ordinance No. 2005-021.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_

ADVANCE \d3

ADVANCE \u3





RESOLUTION NO.: 02-22-(08)

A Resolution in Support of the Local Government Funds and encouraging the Members of the State of Ohio General Assembly to cease cuts in the Local Government Fund, Local Government Revenue Assistance Fund and Local Government and Library Support Fund and requesting the Members of the State of Ohio General Assembly to continue to adequately support the Local Government Funds for the betterment and health of the residents of the City of Eastlake and all other Cities and Villages in the State of Ohio, and declaring an emergency.

WHEREAS,  for the Cities and Villages of the State of Ohio, the State’s Local Government Fund and Local Government Revenue Assistance Fund are vital sources of revenues; and

WHEREAS, through these funds hundreds of Police Officers and Firefighters are kept on duty, providing critical safety services to the citizens of the City of Eastlake and Ohio; and

WHEREAS, the Municipal Share of the Local Government Fund and Local Government Revenue Assistance Fund makes up only about two percent (2%) of the State’s biennial budget; and

WHEREAS, replacing the funds provided by the Local Government Fund and Local Government Revenue Assistance Fund would require the passage of a 5 – 10 mill levy or a municipal income tax increase of 50% or more, or in the alternative devastating cuts for communities; and


WHEREAS, as the City of Eastlake is currently in an economic deficiency, and the Local Government Fund and Local Government Revenue Assistance Fund are distributed on a basis of need, any further reduction in the funds will be detrimental to helping keep the everyday services operating efficiently for the heath and wellbeing of the residents of the City of Eastlake. 

was introduced and read for the first time.

MOTION:  Mr. Lajeunesse moved to suspend the rules requiring three separate readings and reading in full.  Mr. Knuchel seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

MOTION:  Mr. Lajeunesse moved to adopt.  Mr. Knuchel seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Resolution No. 2005-022.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_

ADVANCE \d3

ADVANCE \u3





ORDINANCE NO.: 02-22-(09)

An Ordinance amending City Ordinance Chapter 965 “Garbage and Refuse Collection” of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Eastlake to include new Section 965.16 “Cost of Garbage and Refuse Collection”,  and declaring an emergency.

was introduced and read for the first time.

MOTION:  Mr. Elshaw moved to suspend the rules requiring three separate readings and reading in full.  Mr. Lajeunesse seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas: Mr. Elshaw, Mr. Lajeunesse, Ms. DePledge, Mr. Knuchel, Mr. Hillier



Nays:  Mr. Razov, Mr. Zontini

DISCUSSION:  Mr. Hillier explained Law Director Mr. Klammer has advised as to the need to amend the legislation to include verbiage required by the State.

MOTION TO AMEND:  Mr. Elshaw moved to amend Legislation No. 02-22-(09) to include the following Whereas Clause: “WHEREAS, the subject of this legislation requires the approval of the Financial Planning and Supervision Commission as provided in R.C. 118.01, et seq., no contract or obligation will be effective until such time as said approval is awarded”.  Mr. Lajeunesse seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

Motion carried.  Legislation No. 02-22-(09) is amended and placed on First Reading.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_

ADVANCE \d3

ADVANCE \u3





RESOLUTION NO.: 02-22-(10)

A Resolution authorizing and directing the Mayor and Director of Finance to accept a grant from the Federal Government, on behalf of the City of Eastlake Fire Department, in the total amount of One Hundred Thirty-Four Thousand One Hundred Dollars ($134,100.00)  towards the purchase and installation of a vehicle exhaust system and the purchase of twenty (20) self contained breathing units, and declaring an emergency.

was introduced and read for the first time.

MOTION:  Mr. Elshaw moved to suspend the rules requiring three separate readings and reading in full.  Mr. Lajeunesse seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

MOTION:  Mr. Elshaw moved to adopt.  Mr. Lajeunesse seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Resolution No. 2005-023.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_

ADVANCE \d3

ADVANCE \u3






ORDINANCE NO.: 02-22-(11)







An Ordinance amending Section 969.03 “Community Center and J.F.K. Park Center Use Regulations; Charges” of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Eastlake, specifically Section  969.03(2)(C), and declaring an emergency.
was introduced and read for the first time.

MOTION:  Mr. Knuchel moved to suspend the rules requiring three separate readings and reading in full.  Mr. Lajeunesse seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

MOTION:  Mr. Knuchel moved to adopt.  Mr. Lajeunesse seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Ordinance No. 2005-024.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_

ADVANCE \d3

ADVANCE \u3
LEGISLATION  PENDING 

There was none.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

There was none.

NEW BUSINESS

There was none.

MAYOR/SAFETY DIRECTOR – Ted Andrzejewski

Mayor Andrzejewski (Mayor’s comments could not be understood due to background noise)
Mayor Andrzejewski stated he met with the City of Mentor and ODOT regarding the work to be done on Route 2 – the next two years, starting in 2006, from Lloyd Road to Route 91 will be  (Mayor’s comments could not be understood due to background noise) then after that the next two years will be from Vine Street to Route 615 – the widening on Rt. 2 will be to three lanes – there will be public meetings before all this happens (the tape was turned over at this point)some of the designs have come a long way and he has them if anyone would like to see them – this will not cost the City any money but there will be traffic inconvenience.

There will be an ad in Crain’s Cleveland Business on March 7th – it is a special Lake County edition – we are going to advertise the naming rights to 104,000 people – we have been speaking with another company and our efforts to secure naming rights are continuing.

Mayor Andrzejewski thanked the swim team – they have volunteered to hold a spaghetti dinner in March and the proceeds will be donated to the City to offset the cost of the swimming pools – not only has the swim team done this but the fireworks fund (Mayor’s comments could not be understood due to background noise) these are examples of residents, Council, the Administration working together – all of these items are going help us make (Mayor’s comments could not be understood due to background noise) – he is thanking everyone for all their work so we do not have to take money out of the General Fund and we can get out of our short term debt as soon as possible – it emphasizes the fact of how the people of Eastlake are willing to help.  

Mayor Andrzejewski referred to the tax collection efforts – the Police Department has been very helpful – we have targeted about 12 businesses each month – they have been contacted and requested to come in to discuss their taxes – through that effort it looks like we will be bringing in about $5,000 from business owner who relocated to southern Ohio – things like this are also helping – it may be a small amount of money at a time but it can help pay for things like overtime pay.

Mayor Andrzejewski stated he will support the Port Authority – he thinks the boaters in the City and the river have been neglected for a long time – he hopes we can find a way to accommodate the Port Authority.

Mayor Andrzejewski stated the last thing he wanted to talk about was (Mayor’s comments could not be understood due) – the funds saved by refinancing of City Hall – he has also proposed the sale of some parcel of land owned by the City which is used for stadium parking – whether we save money or we sell a parcel of land and generate money – we do not just say we have money lets spend it – the intent in refinancing City Hall was to take that $235,000 and pay it towards the short term debt – so, if we come out $235,000 more in the next two years we have reduced our short term debt – we sell a piece of property which brings money into the City – that will either be used to reduce our short term debt or we will put it into the stadium fund to build up that fund to reduce the bonds in five years – the point is he gets a little concerned when he sees that we are working to find money to save and then it seems – now we have $235,000 – let’s see what we can do with it – he is asking Council to think about that – when we do savings let us take those savings and apply it to the debt or to the stadium – let us not look at spending it right away and saying we have sources of funds elsewhere that will offset this amount.

Mr. Hillier asked Mayor Andrzejewski who is saying to spend the money?  Mr. Hillier stated the Mayor supported the initiative with the Port Authority and he agrees with that but the Mayor supported an initiative with the Gymnastics – which is not within the budget – and the Mayor supported numerous items that have caused additional spending – for the Mayor to say  -- we are not initiating those items.  Mr. Hillier asked in relation to what spending are we initiating is the Mayor referring to – because he does not understand.  

Mayor Andrzejewski stated he is making a general comment and you can take it for what is worth – we in the Administration are trying every day to see where we can get some extra money – where can we cut – today he spoke with Mr. Philipp about the point of sale – we have identified a problem where the home sale permit is given to homeowners who are selling their homes yet owe the City tax dollars – we have found a way to hold that permit until the homeowner pays their taxes – it is working together with the Tax Department – the Finance Department – Service Department – it may be a little bit of money here and there – all he is trying to say is they are doing everything they can to try to save money and he is asking Council's help to look at keeping as much of that money to pay off the debt – with that said - $20,000 for the Port Authority might be a good cause - $800 for the Gymnastics Team is certainly a good cause – the things he is proposing are not hundreds of thousands of dollars –they are ten or twenty thousand dollars at most – take a look.

Mr. Hillier asked if that meant Council is proposing hundreds of thousands of dollars in additional spending.  Mayor Andrzejewski stated you know what I am saying.  Mr. Hillier stated the point Council is making with the refinancing of City Hall is if you put the savings into the debt fund the Administration – do not take this personally because if you are not here in January whoever is sitting in that Chair – the Administration cannot spend the money if the money is locked up in the debt service fund – you won’t be able to give extra money to different organizations that you feel is necessary and then politics play games with it.

Mayor Andrzejewski stated he is trying to say every day and every week we are trying to save a little bit here and there and we will continue to do that.

Mr. Hillier stated Council is doing the same.

Mayor Andrzejewski referred to the stadium – the revenue and expenses and what he is going to ask the residents and Council to do – we had a plan to put out into the public everything everyone wanted to know about the stadium and more – we went to the newspapers and said here is what our bond payments are  - here is the revenue we are projecting – here is the money that has to come out of the General Fund – then we took the further step of saying we are going to have to pay money out of the General Fund – this does not mean we are going to raise taxes – it means we will have $845,000 or $1,000,000 spent on spent on services or workers or equipment – from this point on you will not hear us talking anymore about the stadium debt – the problems it is causing – what a drain it is on the City and he is going to ask Council and the residents from this point on to accept the fact that we have the stadium and we have to do the best we can with it to deal with it as a device we can use to generate revenues and bring in activities to the City and to try to look at it as a positive note – we put all the negatives out there for people to see – we put all the data out there – from here on in we need to work together to find ways to increase revenue from the stadium and find ways to reduce the debt – he wants to try to make the stadium less of a negative now and more as a positive – we tried to go to the Captains for additional funding and that is not working – so, he is asking the residents and Council to work with him to bring this as a the best, positive thing we can for the City of Eastlake.

Mayor Andrzejewski stated this concluded his report.

Mr. Hillier referred to the Mayor’s comments that he put all the stadium information out there because that is what people asked for – the Mayor did not put out anything that was not put out with the Recovery Plan – the Recovery Plan was based upon the stadium and everything else – there was nothing that was put out at that meeting other than what the Mayor projected to take out of the General Fund that was different from the Recovery Plan – outside of that it is the same – there was nothing new.  Mr. Hillier stated he applauds the Mayor’s proposal to move forward and to fix this issue and to stay positive – because the stadium is a positive for the future of this community and we need to embrace it as such instead of beating it up in newspaper on a constant basis.

Mayor Andrzejewski explained he said they put everything out there for people to see – there were some things people asked for – we got the information to the dollar.

Mr. Hillier stated he respects this but it was all included to the dollar in the Recovery Plan – the only difference was the bonds that were projected in the Recovery Plan were projected in August as to what they would cost in December – that was the only difference – they did have hard, fast numbers – actually, the Recovery Plan was slightly worse.

Mayor Andrzejewski stated this was not meant against Council – it was the fact that it is all out there now and we should move forward.

Mr. Hillier stated he understands – what is frustrating to him, as a member of Council and the Mayor was a member of Council – you were the Finance Chairman when we passed the Recovery Plan – so you had to see all the same information before – when you make a statement that we put it out there because people asked for it – it has been out there since July of last year and if we keep debating this issue in the public forum and the newspapers we are going to get a black eye and keep that black eye – we know we have a problem and we must move forward.  Mr. Hillier stated he applauds the Mayor’s solution to now go forward in a positive manner because it has been out there before – we do not have to keep putting it out there.

There were no further questions of Mayor Andrzejewski.

LAW DIRECTOR – Randy Klammer

Mr. Klammer referred to the Mayor’s comments about the tax collection prosecutions – the prosecutor is moving forward with actual tax prosecutions – it is a misdemeanor of the first degree punishable by six months in jail and $1,000 fine – each day of the violation could be a separate violation.  Mr. Klammer referred to Mr. Shah’s reference of net indebtedness, stating he is not aware that is a concept in municipal finance, adding he would be glad to speak with Mr. Shah. 

Mr. Klammer stated this concluded his report and he was open for questions.

There were no questions of Mr. Klammer.

FINANCE DIRECTOR – Mike Slocum

Mr. Slocum referred to a comment made at a past Council meeting – we have now started placing some of the financial information out on the web site from the Finance Department – we are trying to work through some of the kinks and fully anticipate by next month to have everyone on the site.

Mr. Slocum stated this concluded his report and he was open for questions.

Mr. Lajeunesse thanked Mr. Slocum for placing the information on the web, adding that he also appreciated the Administration’s effort. Ms. DePledge asked if it was possible to provide the Eastlake Public Library with copies of the reports for access by people who do not have computers?  Mr. Slocum stated he would have no problem with that. Mr. Hillier asked Mr. Slocum what format the reports are in, adding he is concerned that they could be edited?  Mr. Slocum stated it is a PDF format – the originals are filed with the Clerk monthly – even if someone tapers with the reports on line we still have the originals – they cannot edit what we have on our system – he feels comfortable that our information cannot be edited from the outside.

There were no further questions of Mr. Slocum.

SERVICE/RECREATION DIRECTOR – Bill Philipp

Mr. Philipp stated the Chagrin River Watershed Partners met to discuss new EPA mandates and also discuss the present condition of the Willoughby Dam – further analysis is suggested as the river recedes this summer – one concern was the growth of Geauga County – more land displacement and roads will mean more water coming down the Chagrin River – we will see the impact in time.

Mr. Philipp stated this concluded his report and he was open for questions.

There were no further questions of Mr. Philipp.

CITY ENGINEER – Steve Guard

Mr. Guard stated on February 17th they met with the residents of North Parkway Drive to discuss the sanitary sewer project – several Council people were in attendance as well as the Mayor – five or six of the nine residents were able to attend and we received positive feedback of the project and acceptance of the preliminary assessments, the easements required and we are proceeding to acquire all the sanitary sewer temporary and waterline easements for the project so they can proceed with the advertising.  Mr. Guard stated Council has been provided a draft of the erosion and sediment control ordinance as well as the storm water management ordinance – this should be reviewed and the impact to development and staffing and monitoring should be considered.

Mr. Guard stated this concluded his report and he was open for questions.

There were no further questions of Mr. Guard.

ADJOURNMENT

Council President Mr. Hillier stated that, if there are no objections from Council, the meeting is adjourned.

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 9:22 p.m.
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