
      


EASTLAKE CITY COUNCIL

                                       REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

                                                          FEBRUARY 12, 2008

The Regular Meeting of the Eastlake City Council was held at Eastlake City Hall, 35150 Lake Shore Boulevard.  The Meeting was called to order by Council President Mr. Elshaw at approximately 7:30 p.m.  

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Ms. Vaughn.

ATTENDEES

Members of Council in attendance were Ms. Vaughn, Mr. D’Ambrosio, Mr. Knuchel, Mr. Zontini, Mr. Morley, and Council President Mr. Elshaw. Also attending was Council Clerk Mrs. Cendroski.   Mr. Lajeunesse was absent and excused.

Those attending from the Administration were Mayor Andrzejewski, Finance Director Mr. Condron, Law Director Mr. Klammer, Service Director Mr. Semik and City Engineer Mr. Gwydir.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

COUNCIL-AS-A-WHOLE COMMITTEE MEETING – JANUARY 22, 2008

MOTION: Mr. D’Ambrosio moved to approve the minutes of the Council-as-a-Whole Committee Meeting with adjournment into Executive Session of January 22, 2008.  Mr. Morley seconded.

ROLL CALL:
     Yeas unanimous
Motion carried.  The minutes were approved.

Public Hearing Minutes – January 22, 2008

Conditional Use Permit Requests:

Eazy Appliance, 33238 Vine Street, Eastlake

MOTION: Mr. D’Ambrosio moved to approve the minutes of the Public Hearing regarding the Conditional Use Permit for Eazy Appliance, 33238 Vine Street, Eastlake.  Mr. Zontini seconded.

ROLL CALL:
     Yeas unanimous
Motion carried.  The minutes were approved.

Zero Gravity Xtremes, LLC, 34675 Melinz Pkwy., Eastlake

MOTION: Mr. D’Ambrosio moved to approve the minutes of the Public Hearing regarding the Conditional Use Permit for Zero Gravity Xtremes, LLC, 34675 Melinz Pkwy., Eastlake.  Mr. Zontini seconded.

ROLL CALL:
     Yeas unanimous
Motion carried.  The minutes were approved.

American Croation Lodge, Inc., 34900 Lakeshore Blvd., Eastlake

MOTION: Mr. D’Ambrosio moved to approve the minutes of the Public Hearing regarding the Conditional Use Permit for American Croation Lodge, Inc., 34900 Lakeshore Blvd., Eastlake.  Mr. Zontini seconded.

ROLL CALL:
     Yeas unanimous

Motion carried.  The minutes were approved.

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING  – JANUARY 22, 2008

MOTION: Mr. Zontini moved to approve the minutes of the Regular Council Meeting with adjournment into Executive Session of January 22, 2008.  Mr. D’Ambrosio seconded.

ROLL CALL:
     Yeas unanimous

Motion carried.  The minutes were approved.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT’S REPORT – Mr. Elshaw

Meetings Scheduled

Mr. Elshaw: A Council-as-a-Whole Committee Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, February 26,  2008 at 7:00 p.m.  The Regular Council Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, February 26, 2008 at 7:30 p.m.

An Economic & Community Development Council meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, February 20, 2008 at 6:30 p.m.

There will be a presentation by Mr. Scott Peters of the ODNR Division of Wildlife regarding the issues with the coyote population in the City of Eastlake on Thursday, February 21, 2008 at 6:00 p.m. in the City of Eastlake’s Council Chambers. 

COMMUNICATIONS &  PETITIONS

A communication was received from WPCC Superintendent Gorka requesting legislation to access the Willoughby-Eastlake WPCC Replacement Fund to replace the Continuous Emissions 

Monitoring System’s Total Hydrocarbon Analyzer.  Mr. Elshaw explained that this was discussed in Council-as-a-Whole Committee and will be added to the evening’s agenda as Legislation No. 02-12-(01).

A communication was received from the Administration requesting authorization to advertise for bids for a Landscaper/Contractor for the mowing and trimming of grass, weeds and other vegetation. This was referred to Service/Utilities Committee.

A communication was received from Finance Director Mr. Condron regarding a proposed service contract with Honeywell for maintenance of the heating and air conditioning systems for City Hall, the Police Department and the Fire Station.  This was referred to Service/Utilities   

Committee.

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS

ORDINANCE COMMITTEE  - Ms. Vaughn

Ms. Vaughn:  She has not had an Ordinance Committee meeting yet but she will be scheduling a meeting in conjunction with another Committee meeting.  She will be discussing the item referred into Committee and she has some other suggestions for the Committee to discuss before forwarding them to the Council President.  This concluded her report and she was open for questions. 

There were no questions of Ms. Vaughn.

SERVICE/UTILITIES COMMITTEE – Mr. Zontini

Mr. Zontini:  He had not formal report this evening as the Service/Utilities Committee meeting has not met since the last regular Council meeting, however, as items have been referred into Committee he will be scheduling a meeting.  

Mr. Zontini made the following Motion:

Legislative Recommendation

Legislation No. 02-12-(01)

MOTION:  I hereby move to add Legislation No. 02-12-(01) to the evening’s agenda A Resolution granting permission from 
the City of Eastlake to the City of Willoughby 

to expend funds in an amount not to exceed Fourteen Thousand Dollars ($14,000) for the Replacement of the Continuous Emissions Monitoring System’s Total Hydrocarbon Analyzer at the WPCC Plant. Mr. D’Ambrosio seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried.  Legislation No. 02-12-(01) is added to the evening’s agenda

Additional Comments

Mr. Zontini:  This concluded his report and he was open for questions.

There were no questions of Mr. Zontini.

SAFETY COMMITTEE – Mr. Morley

Mr. Morley:  The Safety Committee has not met since the last regularly scheduled Council meeting and nothing is pending in Committee. As most know we had a fund raiser for the K-9 Unit at Beef O’Brady’s this past Sunday which was a very bad weather day – he would like to thank those who were there - the residents, the Police Department, members of Council, and the Mayor.  It was a very good showing.  The Warner’s, who are the owners of Beef O’Brady’s will let us know what the receipts totaled up to and we will receive 20% of the total as a donation.  There were a lot of residents from the City who came out to support this endeavor – the restaurant was filled most of the day.  Office McCauley has advised the new dog will be here tomorrow.  Thank you to everyone involved.  This concluded his report and he was open for questions.

There were no questions of Mr. Morley.

RECREATION COMMITTEE – Mr. Lajeunesse

Mr. Lajeunesse was absent and excused. 

PLANNING COMMITTEE – Mr. D’Ambrosio

Mr. D’Ambrosio:  The Planning Committee has not met since the last regularly scheduled Council meeting, therefore he had no formal report.  He was open for questions. 

There were no questions of Mr. D’Ambrosio.

FINANCE COMMITTEE – Mr. Knuchel

Mr. Knuchel:  The Finance Committee met February 7, 2008 with himself, Mr. D’Ambrosio and Mr. Lajeunesse present from the Committee.  Also in attendance from Council were Mr. Morley and Council President Mr. Elshaw.  In attendance from the Administration were Mayor Andrzejewski, Finance Director Mr. Condron, Law Director Mr. Klammer, and City Engineer Mr. Gwydir.  Three items were on the agenda with the first being the 2008 membership dues for the Chagrin River Watershed Partners, Inc.  All on Council agreed that the Watershed Partners provide a useful service to this Community – they did us a great service by giving us a two year for one year deal when we were in dire straits and they have been a good friend to us – this matter will be approved by Motion tonight.  The next issue was the sanitary sewer assessment for North Parkway Drive, which was held in Committee pending further information from Mr. Gwydir and Mr. Condron. The third item to be discussed was the 2007 year end budget review – basically the City did well last year – two notable items were the interest earned on the Callable Bond fund and the fact that we have kept expenses down in many ways and ended the year with a surplus.  We hope to carry that through this year but we all realize that we need to control spending and keep on the same path.  Some interesting items that were brought up were mileage expense – our City employees will be using pool cars now instead of their own cars so mileage expense will no longer be in the budget.  We had questions about the PAL and GREAT grants – as money was to come into the General Fund in the keeping of two officers – the funds did not come in yet and there will be further investigation on this.  One other item that the Mayor commented on – the Mayor said “he will watch the patterns as well as the income tax – that tells us what Eastlake businesses are doing okay – we will watch income tax – that will be our barometer – we all care about what is going on in Eastlake and that is where the 2% tax is coming from.”  There were concerns raised about a possible recession so it is good to know the Mayor will be watching out and adjusting things accordingly.  

Mr. Knuchel made the following Motion:

Chagrin River Watershed Partners, Inc: 2008 Membership Dues

MOTION:  I hereby move to approve the payment of the 2008 membership dues to the Chagrin River Watershed Partners, Inc. in the amount of $8,484.00, said funds to be taken from account 

#101.635.5407.  Mr. D’Ambrosio seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried.  The 2008 Membership Dues for the Chagrin River Watershed Partners, Inc. are approved.

Additional Comments

Mr. Knuchel: This concluded his report and he was open for questions. 

There were no questions of Mr. Knuchel.

RECOGNITION OF THE PUBLIC 

Mr. Elshaw recognized the public input at this time; he reminded the speakers that there is a 3-minute limit for their comments, all comments are to be directed to the Chair and not include any personalities or individuals.

Bill Walsh, 561 Quentin Road, Eastlake, Ohio

Mr. Walsh:  He has lived on Quentin for 35 years. His house was new when they moved in and it has a basement - 35 years ago every time we had a heavy rain the basement flooded.  The City put in a second pump and after that we did not have any flooding until 2006 when we had that heavy rain.  Since 2006 we are back to the same situation we were in before – every time we have a little bit more than normal rain the basement floods.  He understands there is a pump that runs down Waverly – Mr. Ramski stated they shut that pump down.  He is not here to say the Quentin Road pump house is the problem but whatever goes down Waverly is the problem and sends the backwash into the Quentin Road pump house.  He is asking that it be found out what is wrong to stop his basement from flooding.

Daniel F. Roberts, 521 Quentin Road, Eastlake, Ohio 

Mr. Roberts:  His basement also floods.  He has talked to Mr. Ramski multiple times about the situation and Mr. Ramski advised that the water comes from Woodstock, backs up to Quentin and his theory is when the water hits water it will hit the laterals and go into the basements.  He has twenty sandbags in his basement around his utility tub in order to block the water.  The last time it came up through the shower.  He cannot use his basement for his grandkids or anything.  He does not know what the situation is but something needs to be looked into.  It is a lot of waste in that basement – he has six hand held sump pumps going out the windows. If there is a light to moderate rain he has to go home because of his nerves.  That is not good.

Mark Volpe, 494 Quentin Road, Eastlake, Ohio

Mr. Volpe:  He lives across the street from these gentlemen and he basically has the same problem.  Two years ago when we had the big rain it was acceptable.  But, for fifteen years before that everything was fine.  When he first moved in we had problems.  There are six picnic tables in his basement with all his stuff on it.  It is a 40x30 basement – unusable.  He has four sump pumps down there and has to pump out the windows.   Somebody tied into that sewer line – something happened in the last three years – he does not know what.  It is not right.  He does not know what to do.  He cannot use his basement – it is a mess – he has to take off work and go home to clean the mess up.  His insurance company – one more claim – that is it – he will be done – they will not insure him and he will have to find another insurance company.  Is that fair?  He is sure there are people with the same problem but they are not saying anything.  You have never seen him here before but something has to be done about this.  What if he wants to sell his house – when people see down their they won’t buy the house – a house he would get $70,000 for – half of what it is worth.  He does not know.  He sent emails but got no response – does not anyone answer e-mails?  He wants some answers.  In the last two years something has happened.  

Mr. Elshaw:  Mr. Semik, has someone been over there to check this out?

Mr. Semik:  Yes, when he saw the e-mail he and Mr. Ramski went over there – he was informed there were problems but he was at a loss as to why this is occurring.  He assumed Mr. Ramski contacted Mr. Volpe about the e-mail – he will follow-up with that himself tomorrow and will check with Mr. Ramski as to where we are with this.  He has talked to Mr. Gwydir about this.  It is an old established street – granted something is occurring but we don’t know what it is.  If there are other homes being affected they have not come forward yet to let us know.  If it is occurring in more homes we would like to know.  Right now, he will meet with Mr. Ramski tomorrow and speak with Mr. Gwydir to see if we can pinpoint what the problem is.  We are at a loss to figure out what has occurred here – and it has occurred since the flood of 2006.  He does not want to form an opinion on pure conjecture.  He will be in touch personally.

There was no one else who wished to speak.

LEGISLATION PROPOSED - First number will be 2008-009







RESOLUTION NO.: 02-12-(01)

Requested by:  WPCC Superintendent Gorka
A Resolution granting permission from

Sponsored by:  Mr. Zontini 



the City of Eastlake to the City of 

Willoughby to expend funds in an amount not to exceed Fourteen Thousand Dollars ($14,000) for the Replacement of the Continuous Emissions Monitoring System’s Total Hydrocarbon Analyzer at the WPCC Plant, and declaring an emergency. 

MOTION:  Mr. Zontini moved to suspend the rules requiring separate readings and reading in full.  Mr. Morley seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

MOTION:  Mr. Zontini moved to adopt.  Mr. Morley seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Resolution No. 2008-009.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_

LEGISLATION PENDING   

There was no Legislation Pending.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

There was no Unfinished Business.

NEW BUSINESS

There was no New Business.

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS:

MAYOR/SAFETY DIRECTOR – Ted Andrzejewski

Mayor Andrzejewski: He attended the Northeast Ohio Mayors and Managers Association last week.  It was announced that the State budget is anywhere from $700 million to $1 billion dollars possibly in the red.  He was glad to hear that the Local Government Fund will not be affected – that is what is important to us as a City.   They are going to cut spending before things get any worse.  We talked about the Mayor’s Court – there are strong oppositions to Mayor’s Courts and this will be an ongoing dispute through next year.  There is a large movement with the Northeast Ohio Mayors and Managers to look at a revenue sharing plan – this is modeled after what has been done in Minneapolis, Minnesota.  This is to prevent poaching so everyone benefits – this would prevent a city from going after a business in another city – and if they do the whole region shares in the revenue.  This would be a plan where all the cities in the Northeast Ohio region share in revenues. It is a very good concept.  About 170 municipalities participate and 170 municipalities are fiscally sound.  That is one of the largest growing economies in the country, in spite of the weather.  This is being led by Mayor Currin from Hudson and he hopes it continues.  He was glad to see that the Honeywell contract has been referred into Committee – for $16,000 we have concluded it is very important.  We need somebody who works on our heating and air conditioning systems at City Hall, Police and Fire who know what they are doing and have one business working on the system instead of calling in various vendors – he hopes that will be given strong consideration in Committee.  Lastly, he has been appointed to the NOACA Board by the Lake County Mayors and Mangers Association.  This is Northeast Ohio Area Coordinating Association and it is worth millions of dollars in projects that divides money from the Federal Government.  He is impressed with them – we currently have two projects – one being the signalization project and the other, which he hopes we will get, is to fix the slope failure on Hillcrest – that would be a $50,000 grant. This concluded his report and he was open for questions.

There were no further questions of Mayor Andrzejewski.

LAW DIRECTOR – Randy Klammer

Mr. Klammer: He reviewed the most important things in Executive Session – we should have an original draft settlement agreement on the Tesar matter for discussion at an Executive Session at the next Council meeting and in the meantime hopefully we can schedule a meeting with the neighbors.   

Mr. Elshaw:  Did you send the document by e-mail?

Mr. Klammer:  He will be faxing it.

Mr. Elshaw:  We did talk about having a meeting with the residents before anything is done.  He did contact the residents in the area in December and asked them to spread the word that this would be coming up in the January, February, March timeframe.

There were no further questions of Mr. Klammer.

FINANCE DIRECTOR – Brian Condron

Mr. Condron: Business is as usual – they are working on the budget and are in the process of working on the first month report for 2008.  This concluded his report and he was open for questions.

There were no further questions of Mr. Condron.

TAX ADMINISTRATOR – Angela Keneven-Zanella

Mrs. Keneven-Zanella was absent and excused.

SERVICE DIRECTOR – Mike Semik

Mr. Semik: Council and the Administration will be receiving the asphalt and concrete road programs for this year – please review the streets and if there are any additions desired please let him know so it can be finalized and we can go out for bids.  He does not expect any significant changes in the numbers from last year – except in the concrete work we do in-house – he increased this a little bit in anticipation of having a better year.  We received both trucks we ordered last year – they were in service this weekend – we went through the entire weekend with no breakdowns – it was one of the first snows we had where we could utilize all the equipment with no breakdowns.  This concluded his report and he was open for questions.

CHIEF BUILDING OFFICIAL – Joe Voros

Mr. Voros was absent and excused.

CITY ENGINEER – Tom Gwydir

Mr. Gwydir: He is currently working with the Mayor on drainage issues throughout the City as requested.  In regards to the City-wide Signal Project he is respectfully requesting this matter be placed in Finance Committee for consideration pending the outcome of the funding – which is supposed to occur this Friday so the appropriate legislation can be enacted at the next Council meeting.  

Mr. Elshaw:  This matter will be referred into Finance Committee.

Mr. Gwydir:  This concluded his report and he was open for questions.

Mr. Knuchel:  Regarding Roberts Road, Phase 2 by the railroad tracks -  can you give us an update?

Mr. Gwydir: He has spoken with representatives of CSX – the railroad work will begin by November 20, 2008.

Mayor Andrzejewski:  That is at the railroad’s costs – do we have to do any work on our part?

Mr. Gwydir:  No, we will be doing the grass restoration this spring.  We don’t have to do anything on the railroad tracks.

Mr. D’Ambrosio:  Will we replace the culverts that run underneath?

Mr. Gwydir:  It is in the scope of the work and has not changed.

Mayor Andrzejewski:  It will be at very little cost.

There were no further questions of Mr. Gwydir.

POLICE CHIEF – John  Ruth

There were no questions of Chief Ruth.

FIRE CHIEF – Richard Sabo

Chief Sabo was absent and excused.

ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 8:02 p.m. 


​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​



______________________________________






DEREK W. ELSHAW, COUNCIL PRESIDENT

APPROVED: _______________________

ATTEST:       _______________________

                 DEBORAH A. CENDROSKI, CMC        

 

CLERK OF COUNCIL 
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