 
   EASTLAKE CITY COUNCIL

        REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

        DECEMBER 14, 2004

The Regular Meeting of the Eastlake City Council was held at Eastlake City Hall, 35150 

Lake Shore Boulevard.  The Meeting was called to order by Council President Mr. Hillier at approximately 7:30 p.m.  

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mrs. Curtis. 

ATTENDEES

Members of Council in attendance were Mrs. Curtis, Mr. Razov, Mr. Knuchel, Mr. Elshaw, Mr. Lajeunesse and Council President Mr. Hillier. Also attending was Council Clerk Mrs. Cendroski.    

Those attending from the Administration were Mayor Andrzejewski, Law Director Mr. Klammer, Acting Finance Director Mr. Vuckovich, Service/Recreation Director Mr. Philipp, and City Engineer Mr. Guard. 

SWEARING IN OF DAVID KNUCHEL AS WARD 3  COUNCILMAN OF THE CITY OF EASTLAKE

Law Director Mr. Klammer administered the oath of office to David Knuchel as Ward 3 Councilman of the City of Eastlake.

PRESENTATION TO PAL: WESTERN RESERVE “HOG” CLUB

A representative of the Western Reserve Harley Owners’ Club presented the Police Athletic League with a donation in the amount of $1,000 and stated the members of the club appreciate the assistance of the Eastlake Police Department and look forward to working with them in the future.

Chief Ruth accepted the donation and thanked the Western Reserve Harley Owner’s Club on behalf of PAL, the Police Department and the City of Eastlake and explained the Club has been a supporter of the PAL program from its inception in 1996 and have supported PAL every year in a number of different projects.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS

Council President Mr. Hillier congratulated Mr. Knuchel on his appointment as Councilman for Ward 3.

Council President Mr. Hillier thanked the Western Reserve Harley Owner’s Club for its donation to PAL.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Regular Council Meeting – NOVEMBER 23, 2004

MOTION: Mrs. Curtis moved to approve the minutes of the Regular Council meeting held on November 23, 2004.  Mr. Lajeunesse seconded.

ROLL CALL:
 Yeas:     Mrs. Curtis, Mr. Lajeunesse, Mr. Razov, Mr. Elshaw, Mr. Hillier




Abstain:  Mr. Knuchel

Motion carried.  The minutes were approved.

SPECIAL Council Meeting TO ADJOURN INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION– NOVEMBER 30, 2004

MOTION: Mrs. Curtis moved to approve the minutes of the Special Council Meeting to Adjourn into Executive Session held on November 30, 2004.  Mr. Lajeunesse seconded.

ROLL CALL:
 Yeas:     Mrs. Curtis, Mr. Lajeunesse, Mr. Razov, Mr. Elshaw, Mr. Hillier




Abstain:  Mr. Knuchel

Motion carried.  The minutes were approved.

SPECIAL Council Meeting TO ADJOURN INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION– December 9, 2004

MOTION: Mrs. Curtis moved to approve the minutes of the Special Council Meeting to Adjourn into Executive Session held on November 30, 2004.  Mr. Lajeunesse seconded.

ROLL CALL:
 Yeas unanimous

Motion carried.  The minutes were approved.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT’S REPORT - Mr. Hillier

Meetings Scheduled

Mr. Hillier stated that the Council-as-a-Whole Committee Meeting would be scheduled for Tuesday, December 28, 2004 at 7:00 p.m. at City Hall and the Regular Council Meeting would be held on Tuesday, December 28, 2004 at 7:30 p.m. at City Hall. 

Mr. Hillier explained there were 14 candidates for the Council-at-Large position and Council would be meeting in a Special Meeting to adjourn into Executive Session following the Regular Council meeting to reduce the list of candidates to five people.

Mr. Hillier explained the Council-at-Large Interviews will be conducted in a public forum on Saturday, December 18, 2004 at 9:00 a.m. with the same format being used as with the Ward 3 Candidates – representing the Civic Groups will be Mr. Thobaben, President of the Kiwanis Club, John Soto of the Eastlake Youth Basketball League and Mayor Andrzejewski.

Following the interviews Council will meet in a Special Council Meeting to Adjourn into Executive Session to select the Councilman-at-Large.

Mr. Hillier stated a Financial Planning and Supervision Committee Meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, December 15, 2004 at 5:00 p.m.

COMMUNICATIONS &  PETITIONS

A communication was received from the Administration regarding a Fee Waiver Request for the Eastlake Community Relations Board for use of the Community Center on February 27, 2005 for its Muti-Cultural Program.  This was referred to Recreation Committee.

A communication was received from the Administration and Police Chief Ruth requesting authorization to sell City owned and confiscated guns. This was referred to Finance Committee.

A communication was received from Acting Finance Director Mr. Vuckovich requesting the acceptance of a donation for the flag fund.  Mr. Hillier explained that this was discussed during Council-as-a-Whole and is on the evening’s agenda as Legislation No. 12-14-(01).

A liquor license transfer request was received from Mascot Petroleum Co., Inc., dba Sunoco Food Market, 33945 Vine Street, Eastlake to Sunoco, Inc., R & M, dba Sunoco 7274,  33945 Vine Street, Eastlake.  Mr. Hillier explained this item would be referred to the Planning Committee but asked Mr. Elshaw to address this matter in Finance Committee as there is no Planning Committee Chairman at the present time.

A communication was received from the Administration regarding the proposed repeal of City Ordinance 155.30 “Advancement of Benefits for Retirement.” This was referred to Ordinance Committee.

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS

SAFETY COMMITTEE - Mrs. Curtis

Mrs. Curtis stated that the Safety Committee had not met since the last regularly scheduled Council meeting and she would not be scheduling a meeting at the present time. 

Mrs. Curtis stated this concluded her report and she was open for questions.

There were no questions of Mrs. Curtis.

RECREATION COMMITTEE – Mr. Razov

Mr. Razov stated the Recreation Committee had not met since the last regularly scheduled Council meeting, therefore he did not have a formal report, however as a Fee Waiver Request has been referred into Committee he would be in touch with the Clerk of Council to schedule a meeting in the future. Mr. Razov stated this concluded his report and he was open for questions. 

There were no questions of Mr. Razov.
PLANNING COMMITTEE – 

Mr. Hillier explained there is no report for the Planning Committee, although the liquor license transfer request discussed previously will be addressed in the Finance Committee.
FINANCE COMMITTEE – Mr. Elshaw

Mr. Elshaw stated the Finance Committee has not met since the last regularly scheduled Council meeting, therefore he did not have a formal report.  Mr. Elshaw explained Council is in receipt of the City Budget and a Finance Committee meeting for Budget Review would be scheduled for Monday, December 20, 2004 at 6:00 p.m. at which time Council will review the budget by Department, line by line.  Mr. Elshaw stated it appears, from a review on a summary level, we are in line with the Recovery Plan.

Mr. Elshaw stated this concluded his report and he was open for questions.

Mr. Hillier asked Mayor Andrzejewski and Mr. Vuckovich when Council would receive a Revenue Report.  Mr. Vuckovich advised Council would receive the Revenue Report in their packets on Friday.

Mayor Andrzejewski explained they spent a lot of time on the General Fund and the Expenditures and asked for patience if the Revenue Report takes a day or two more – they felt the Expenditures Report was more important to get done.

There were no questions of Mr. Elshaw

ORDINANCE COMMITTEE  - Mr. Lajeunesse

Mr. Lajeunesse welcomed Mr. Kunchel and stated the Ordinance Committee had not met since the last regularly scheduled Council meeting, therefore he had nothing to report.

Mr. Lajeunesse stated he was open for questions.

There were no questions of Mr. Lajeunesse.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT COMMENTS

Mr. Hillier explained he had not assigned Mr. Knuchel a Committee as he is waiting to see who is selected as Councilman-at-Large to determine the strengths in order to complete the Committee assignments.  Mr. Hillier explained in the interim he has requested Mr. Lajeunesse Chair the Service/Utilities Committee meeting.

SERVICE/UTILITIES COMMITTEE – Mr. Lajeunesse
Mr. Lajeunesse stated, due to Council’s busy schedule, the Service/Utilities Committee has not met since the last regularly scheduled Council meeting – however, he is sure all the Committees will be meeting following the first of the year.

Mr. Lajeunesse stated this concluded his report and he was open for questions.

There were no questions of Mr. Lajeunesse.

RECOGNITION OF THE PUBLIC 
Mr. Hillier recognized the public input at this time; he reminded the speakers that there is a 3-minute limit for their comments, all comments are to be directed to the Chair and not include any personalities or individuals.

There was no one who wished to speak. 
LEGISLATION PROPOSED - First number will be 2004-130






ORDINANCE NO.: 12-14-(01)

A Resolution authorizing and directing the Mayor and Director of Finance to accept a donation on behalf of the City, with said donation to be used for the Flag Fund and miscellaneous expenses therefrom,  and declaring an emergency. 

was introduced and read for the first time.

MOTION:  Mrs. Curtis moved to suspend the rules requiring three separate readings and reading in full.  Mr. Lajeunesse seconded.

DISCUSSION:  Mr. Hillier explained the donation was made by Steven J. Tanski  - Mr. Tanski and his wife were visiting Eastlake from out of town and were impressed with the Blvd. of Flags.
ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

MOTION:  Mr. Lajeunesse moved to adopt.  Mrs. Curtis seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Resolution No. 2004-130.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_

ADVANCE \d3

ADVANCE \u3
LEGISLATION  PENDING 

There was none.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

There was none.

NEW BUSINESS

There was none.

MAYOR/SAFETY DIRECTOR – Ted Andrzejewski

Mayor Andrzejewski stated he would like to welcome two new businesses to Eastlake – Nick’s Gyro’s and Beef O’Brady’s – the ribbon cutting was held yesterday and it is a very nice family restaurant and he encourages all to visit these new establishments.  Mayor Andrzejewski thanked the owner of Nick’s Gyro’s for donating the funds to allow us to use the Christmas lighting on Vine Street – they had been neglected and required work in order to be used.

Mayor Andrzejewski thanked the members of the Community and all the businesses who donated to the “Santa” program – it was a nice turnout and we have heard nothing but good compliments on how the Community came together and businesses donated funds for candy canes, hot chocolate and cookies – the North High Choir sang Christmas Carols - the kids had a great time.  Mayor Andrzejewski stated that all who donated would be receiving a letter of thanks.

Mayor Andrzejewski stated the Police Sub Station is closing – the equipment is being removed over the next few days – the lease will be terminated but there will be a small penalty paid for terminating the lease early – but the debt savings will be substantial to the City.

Mayor Andrzejewski stated a lot of things have been going on over the last few weeks – we are working with promoters for the stadium – there are lots of ideas being kicked around – we should have more events at the stadium this year.  

Mayor Andrzejewski stated there is one more interview to complete for the Finance Director – a decision will be made by Friday or Monday and will be submitted to Council for approval – there have been very good candidates – he and Acting Finance Director Mr. Vuckovich have been conducting the interviews – our hope is to have a Finance Director on board by January 1st.

Mayor Andrzejewski stated an ad for the Economic Development Coordinator will appear in Sunday’s newspaper – the qualifications will be an outgoing person with financial and business background who is able to meet and talk with the business community and follow up on real estate issues with the open spaces in the City – this person will also be in charge of helping with promotions at the stadium.

Mayor Andrzejewski explained negotiations have started with the five Union contracts and the health insurance plan is due the end of January – they are meeting with three companies for plan presentations – he did not like the fact that we would be receiving a substantial increase from our current provider and we are investigating what else is available.

Mayor Andrzejewski stated this concluded his report and he was open for questions.

Mr. Lajeunesse stated he appreciated the Mayor’s communications and providing information on an ongoing basis of what has been happening in this Community – this is very important to Council and the residents.

Mayor Andrzejewski stated the position of Mayor has been a working, learning experience -  it is a very challenging, enjoyable job.

LAW DIRECTOR – Randy Klammer

Mr. Klammer welcomed Mr. Knuchel to Council and stated he was speaking with a colleague about Council’s process regarding selection of new Council people and how much Council does to make sure the process is thorough and open to the public – Council should be commended – some Cities have Councilman appointed without any open meetings.

Mr. Klammer referred to the North Parkway issue and the special assessment procedure – he has been in contact with the Auditor’s office and Mr. Guard has provided information – the Clerk has provided a draft of the Resolution of Necessity – this must be filed by September, 2005 for 2006 – we have time to go out for bids.

Mr. Klammer wished Mrs. Curtis the best of luck on her election.

Mr. Klammer stated this concluded his report and he was open for questions.

There were no questions of Mr. Klammer.

ACTING FINANCE DIRECTOR – Mike Vuckovich

Mr. Vuckovich stated all his reports have been submitted in writing – he hoped all had received their copy of the 2003 Audit and all should have received the monthly financial report for the month of November.  Mr. Vuckovich asked if there would be a monthly review of November or will it be included in the budget hearings on Monday.  Mr. Elshaw stated they would look over the November monthly budget during the Budget Hearings.

There were no questions of Mr. Vuckovich.

SERVICE/RECREATION DIRECTOR – Bill Philipp

Mr. Philipp stated they merged the Recreation Department and Service Department  together this winter and they had their first snow test Sunday – it was very successful – both Departments continue to learn each others job in order to serve the citizens of Eastlake – we will continue to get better – we are a little slow but we will improve – we will be able to do the job with our current manpower.

Mr. Philipp stated this concluded his report and he was open for questions.

Mayor Andrzejewski stated in the three weeks he has been here he has seen a great deal of good stuff come out of the Service Department – he is impressed – we have a way to go – but they are on track and prepared – he received calls from residents yesterday stating they were happy with the conditions of the roads.

There were no further questions of Mr. Philipp.

CITY ENGINEER – Steve Guard

Mr. Guard stated they have signed contracts for the Plymouth Outfall Sewer Repair and will be holding the preconstruction meeting after the first of the year.  The contract documents for the sale of the Mitchell property/Recreation Department building have been delivered to the proposed buyer for review and return – he is anxious to close out the documents and move in.

Mr. Guard stated they have all documentation prepared for the North Parkway Sewer project – as soon as the Resolution of Necessity is enacted they will notify the home owners of the assessment costs and will be advertising for bids for the work to be done – they hope to have this project completed by summer.

Mr. Guard stated this concluded his report and he was open for questions.

Mr. Lajeunesse requested he, Mr. Knuchel, Mayor Andrzejewski and Mr. Guard meet after the first of the year to bring all up to date on the North Parkway project.

There were no further questions of Mr. Guard.

ADJOURNMENT

Council President Mr. Hillier stated that, if there are no objections from Council, the meeting is adjourned.

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 7:58 p.m.

 

______​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​______________________________________




CHARLES C. HILLIER, COUNCIL PRESIDENT

APPROVED: _______________________

ATTEST:   ________________________

              DEBORAH A. CENDROSKI, CMC        

 
CLERK OF COUNCIL 
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