
      


EASTLAKE CITY COUNCIL

                                       REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

                                                       DECEMBER 18, 2007

The Regular Meeting of the Eastlake City Council was held at Eastlake City Hall, 35150 Lake Shore Boulevard.  The Meeting was called to order by Council President Mr. Elshaw at approximately 7:56 p.m.  

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mr. Lajeunesse.

ATTENDEES

Members of Council in attendance were Mr. Lajeunesse, Mr. Knuchel, Mr. Zontini, Mr. Morley, Mr. D’Ambrosio, Mr. Razov, and Council President Mr. Elshaw. Also attending was Council Clerk Mrs. Cendroski.   

Those attending from the Administration were Mayor Andrzejewski, Finance Director Mr. Condron, Law Director Mr. Klammer, CBO Mr. Voros, City Engineer Mr. Gwydir, Police Chief  

Ruth and Fire Chief Sabo.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

PUBLIC HEARING – DECEMBER 4, 2007


Re: Conditional Use Permit: Cuetopia Billiards, 34596 Lakeshore Blvd., Eastlake

MOTION: Mr. D’Ambrosio moved to approve the minutes of the Public Hearing of December 4, 2007.  Mr. Zontini seconded.

ROLL CALL:
     Yeas unanimous. 

Motion carried.  The minutes were approved.

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING  – December 4, 2007

MOTION: Mr. D’Ambrosio moved to approve the minutes of the Regular Council Meeting of December 4, 2007.  Mr. Zontini seconded.

ROLL CALL:
     Yeas unanimous. 

Motion carried.  The minutes were approved.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT’S REPORT – Mr. Elshaw

Meetings Scheduled

Mr. Elshaw: A Council-as-a-Whole Committee Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, January 8, 2008 at 7:00 p.m.  The Regular Council Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, January 8, 2008 at 7:30 p.m.

Pursuant to City of Eastlake Charter Article V. Section 5, the Organizational Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, January 8, 2008 at 6:00 p.m.

RECOGNITION OF BRUNO RAZOV, WARD 2 COUNCILMAN – 2000-2007

Council President Mr. Elshaw recognized outgoing Ward 2 Councilman Bruno Razov and presented him with a plaque honoring his years of service to the City of Eastlake.

COMMUNICATIONS &  PETITIONS

A communication was received from Service Director Mr. Semik recommending an amendment to City Ordinance No. 311.01 “Placing Injurious Material, Snow, or Obstruction in Street.  This was referred to Ordinance Committee.

A donation request was received to sponsor the Eastlake Youth Basketball League. Mr. Elshaw explained that this is for each Councilperson’s individual consideration.

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS

RECREATION COMMITTEE – Mr. Lajeunesse

Mr. Lajeunesse:  He would like to wish everyone a Very Merry Christmas and a very healthy 2008.  He would like to say the best to Mr. Razov – he appreciates his time he has given to the Community and he wishes him the best with whatever his future holds. He is also looking forward to Ms. Vaughn joining Council. This concluded his report and he was open for questions.

There were no questions of Mr. Lajeunesse.

PLANNING COMMITTEE – Mr. D’Ambrosio

Mr. D’Ambrosio:  The Planning Committee met on December 12th at 6:15 p.m.  Present from the Committee were himself and Mr. Morley.  Mr. Zontini was absent and excused.  In attendance from Council was Mr. Knuchel.  Council President Mr. Elshaw was absent and excused.  No one from the Administration attended the meeting.  Also in attendance was Councilman-elect Ms. Vaughn.   The Committee reviewed one Conditional Use Permit for Cuetopia Billiards, 34596 Lakeshore Blvd. The Public Hearing was held on December 4, 2007. This was reviewed in Council-as-a-Whole Committee and appears on the evening’s agenda.  Also discussed at the December 12th meeting were six Conditional Use permit Renewals with all being moved forward by the Committee and he would be making the following Motion:

.

Conditional Use Permit Renewals

MOTION:  I hereby move to approve the Conditional Use Permit Renewals for the following:

B.P. Products of North America, 35068 Vine Street, Eastlake

Circle Lounge, 34598 Lakeshore Blvd., Eastlake

Willow Trucking, Inc., 34799 Curtis Blvd, Unit A-4, Eastlake

RDP Enterprises, 34799 Curtis Blvd, Unit A-2, Eastlake

Palmer Express, Inc., 34799 Curtis Blvd, Unit A-3, Eastlake

Willoughby Taxi Service, 34799 Curtis Blvd, Unit A-5, Eastlake

Mr. Morley seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

Motion carried.  The Conditional Use Permit Renewals are approved.
Additional Comments

Mr. D’Ambrosio:  It has been a pleasure sitting next to Mr. Razov for two years – it was a great time and he wishes Mr. Razov all the best.

This concluded his report and he was open for questions.

There were no questions of Mr. D’Ambrosio.

FINANCE COMMITTEE – Mr. Knuchel

Mr. Knuchel:  He also reflects the views of his colleagues regarding Mr. Razov.  Mr. Razov has made his life very interesting and he appreciates Mr. Razov’s insights and he thanks Mr. Razov for his years of service.  The Finance Committee met on December 12, 2007 at 6:30 p.m. In attendance from the Committee were himself, Mr. D’Ambrosio and Mr. Lajeunesse.  In attendance from Council were Mr. Morley and Councilman-elect Ms. Vaughn.  Council President Mr. Elshaw was absent and excused. In attendance from Administration were Mr. Condron, Mr. Vuckovich, Mr. Klammer, Mr. Semik and Fire Chief Sabo.  Eight items were on the evening’s agenda –most of which were discussed during the Council-as-a-Whole Committee.  The first two items were the Republic Service of Ohio Hauling bid award for contracting for pickup of garbage and yard waste – these were discussed in Council-as-a-Whole Committee and appear on the evening’s agenda.  

He has a question for the Mayor just to backup statements made by Mr. Condron during the meeting – we are anticipating over this five year period of not increasing the garbage rates for the residents of the City of Eastlake – is that correct?

Mayor Andrzejewski:  Yes. They have figured out, with Council’s approval we will save the money into an account – we have figured out that money saved over the last two years – by cutting back one month on yard waste pickup – it was worked out where –yes – there will be no increase in the garbage fee to our residents.  We have enough to carry us through the three years.  

Mr. Knuchel:  The next item to be discussed was the acceptance of the CDBG Grant for $30,000 – this was discussed in Council-as-a-Whole Committee.  This matter was approved by the Committee and moved forward to this evening’s agenda.  This will cover playground equipment and a part-time person for the Building Department.  The next item was the 2008 membership dues for the Ohio Municipal League, which will be approved by Motion with the fees, split between the Mayor and Council.  Re-appropriations for 2007 were also reviewed and moved forward and were discussed at the Council-as-a-Whole Committee meeting.  Also discussed was a fund transfer from the General Fund to the “Callable Bond Fund” for a reduction of stadium debt in the amount of $400,000 – this was also discussed in the Council-as-a-Whole Committee and moved forward.  Also discussed was a fund transfer from the General Fund to Fund #214 “Employment Termination Fund” – this was also discussed in the Council-as-a-Whole Committee and moved forward.  The eighth item to be discussed was the Temporary Appropriations for 2008, which was also discussed in Council-as-a-Whole Committee and moved forward to the evening’s agenda. 

Mr. Knuchel made the following Motion:

2008 Ohio Municipal League Dues

MOTION:  I hereby move to approve the 2008 membership dues for the Ohio Municipal League in the amount of $2,422.00, said funds to be divided equally between account #101.120.5214 and account #101.110.5214.  Mr. Lajeunesse seconded.

ROLL CALL: Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried.  The 2008 Ohio Municipal League dues are approved.

Additional Comments

This concluded his report and he was open for questions. There were no questions of Mr. Knuchel.

ORDINANCE COMMITTEE  - Mr. Zontini

Mr. Zontini:  The Ordinance Committee has not met since the last regularly scheduled Council meeting as nothing was referred into Committee until this evening.  He is not planning on having a meeting until after the first of the year – although at that point he is not sure as to the Committee assignments.  Mr. Semik, since your referral involved a snow question – is this an emergency request? 

Mr. Semik:  No, it is not an emergency.

Mr. Zontini:  He would also like to tell Mr. Razov that he is not going to say anything about Mr. Razov’s service on Council because he would get a swelled head – that has been said enough tonight - but, he would like to thank him personally for his friendship and the help Mr. Razov has provided over his two years on Council and he wishes Mr. Razov luck. This concludes his report and he is open for questions. 

There were no questions of Mr. Zontini.

SERVICE/UTILITIES COMMITTEE – Mr. Razov

Mr. Razov:  The Service/Utilities Committee has not met since our last regularly scheduled Council meeting, therefore, he did not have a formal report.  He would like to thank everyone for their generous comments – it has been quite a ride.  In closing he would like to leave with one comment.  The thing he has heard most during the past eight years – we all work together – sometimes we disagree but as people or individuals he does no know a bad person who works for this Community.  Everyone he has met – worked with – had experiences with – the bottom line is this is basically – we all live in the same City and we are all on the same team.  It is almost like family – he has seen it dwindle away from that over the course of the years but hopefully you can get it back to being that way.

Mrs. Cendroski:  She would like to thank Mr. Razov, he was on the Council that hired her and he has been there for her the whole time and he has been a great Councilman.  Thank you.

Mr. Elshaw:  Mr. Razov, Good Luck in all that you do.  He is sure Mr. Razov will continue to be successful in anything he puts his mind to – Good Luck – we will miss him.

There were no questions of Mr. Razov.

SAFETY COMMITTEE – Mr. Morley

Mr. Morley:  The Safety Committee has not met since the last regularly scheduled Council meeting and nothing is pending in Committee.  He will be out of town from December 24th through December 30th.  Also, he would like to thank Mr. Razov and wish him the best of luck in any endeavor he chooses to go after and – who knows – we may even see him in a few years.  The Best of Luck – it has been a pleasure – sometimes it hasn’t been a pleasure but we have worked them out.  Also, to the residents who are present this evening – Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.  This concluded his report and he was open for questions.

There were no questions of Mr. Morley.

RECOGNITION OF THE PUBLIC 

Mr. Elshaw recognized the public input at this time; he reminded the speakers that there is a 3-minute limit for their comments, all comments are to be directed to the Chair and not include any personalities or individuals.

There was no one who wished to speak.

LEGISLATION PROPOSED - First number will be 2007-131







RESOLUTION NO.: 12-18-(01)

Requested by:  Administration


A Resolution authorizing and directing the Sponsored by:  Mr. Knuchel



Mayor and Director of  Finance to enter into 








a Contract with Republic Services of Ohio 








Hauling, Inc., the lowest and best bidder, 








for Contract A: Solid Waste Collection 








Services, for three (3) year contracts with a 








two (2) year options, as listed for the cost as 








outlined,  and declaring an emergency.

MOTION:  Mr. Knuchel moved to suspend the rules requiring separate readings and reading in full.  Mr. Lajeunesse seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

MOTION:  Mr. Knuchel moved to adopt.  Mr. Lajeunesse seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Resolution No. 2007-131.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_







RESOLUTION NO.: 12-18-(02)

Requested by:  Administration


A Resolution authorizing and directing the Sponsored by:  Mr. Knuchel



Mayor and Director of  Finance to enter into 








a Contract with Republic Services of Ohio 








Hauling, Inc.,  the lowest and best bidder, 








for Contract B: Yard Waste Collection and 








Removal Services, for three (3) year 








contracts with a two (2) year options, as 








listed for the cost as outlined,  and declaring 








an emergency.

MOTION:  Mr. Knuchel moved to suspend the rules requiring separate readings and reading in full.  Mr. Lajeunesse seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

MOTION:  Mr. Knuchel moved to adopt.  Mr. Lajeunesse seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Resolution No. 2007-132.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_







RESOLUTION NO.: 12-18-(03)

Requested by:  Administration


A Resolution authorizing and directing the Sponsored by:  Mr. Knuchel



Mayor and Director of Finance to enter into 

a “Subrecipient Agreement with Lake County, Ohio for the Fiscal Year 2007 CDBG Program Grant in the amount of Thirty Thousand Dollars ($30,000), and declaring an emergency.

MOTION:  Mr. Knuchel moved to suspend the rules requiring separate readings and reading in full.  Mr. Lajeunesse seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

MOTION:  Mr. Knuchel moved to adopt.  Mr. Lajeunesse seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Resolution No. 2007-133.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_







ORDINANCE NO.: 12-18-(04)

Requested by:  Planning Commission 

An Ordinance authorizing the issuance of a

Sponsored by:  Mr. D’Ambrosio 


Conditional Use Permit to Frank Zummo, 

dba Cuetopia Billiards, 34596  Lakeshore Blvd., Eastlake, Ohio, and declaring an emergency.

MOTION:  Mr. D’Ambrosio moved to suspend the rules requiring separate readings and reading in full.  Mr. Razov seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

MOTION:  Mr. D’Ambrosio moved to adopt.  Mr. Zontini seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Ordinance No. 2007-134.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_









ORDINANCE NO.: 12-18-(05)

Requested by:  Finance Director Mr. Condron
An Ordinance to re-appropriate for Sponsored by:  Mr. Knuchel



the expenses of the City of Eastlake, State of 

Ohio, for the period beginning January 1, 2007 and ending December 31, 2007, and declaring an emergency.

MOTION:  Mr. Knuchel moved to suspend the rules requiring separate readings and reading in full.  Mr. Lajeunesse seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

MOTION:  Mr. Knuchel moved to adopt.  Mr. Lajeunesse seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Ordinance No. 2007-135.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_




RESOLUTION NO.: 12-18-(06)

Requested by:  Finance Director Mr. Condron
A Resolution authorizing the Director of 




Finance to transfer funds, with said funds to 




be transferred from the General Fund in the 




amounts as listed into Fund #304 “Callable 




Bond Fund” for payment on the City’s Long 




Term Debt, and declaring an emergency.

MOTION:  Mr. Knuchel moved to suspend the rules requiring separate readings and reading in full.  Mr. Lajeunesse seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

MOTION:  Mr. Knuchel moved to adopt.  Mr. Lajeunesse seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Resolution No. 2007-136.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_




RESOLUTION NO.: 12-18-(07)

Requested by:  Finance Director Mr. Condron
A Resolution authorizing the Director of 


Sponsored by:  Mr. Knuchel 

Finance to transfer funds, with said funds to 




be transferred from the General Fund in the 




amounts as listed into Fund #214 “Employee 




Termination Fund” for payment for any 




future employee pay-outs, and declaring an 




emergency.

MOTION:  Mr. Knuchel moved to suspend the rules requiring separate readings and reading in full.  Mr. Lajeunesse seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

MOTION:  Mr. Knuchel moved to adopt.  Mr. Lajeunesse seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Resolution No. 2007-137.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_







ORDINANCE NO.: 12-18-(08)

Requested by:  Finance Director Mr. Condron
An Ordinance to temporarily appropriate for Sponsored by:  Mr. Knuchel



the expenses of the City of Eastlake, State of 

Ohio, for the period beginning January 1, 2008 and ending December 31, 2008, and declaring an emergency.

MOTION:  Mr. Knuchel moved to suspend the rules requiring separate readings and reading in full.  Mr. Lajeunesse seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

MOTION:  Mr. Knuchel moved to adopt.  Mr. Lajeunesse seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Ordinance No. 2007-138.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_







RESOLUTION NO.: 12-18-(09)

Requested by:  Finance Department


A Resolution rescinding Resolution No. 

2007-122, adopted November 27, 2007, and declaring an emergency.

MOTION:  Mr. D’Ambrosio moved to suspend the rules requiring separate readings and reading in full.  Mr. Morley seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

MOTION:  Mr. D’Ambrosio moved to adopt.  Mr. Morley seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Resolution No. 2007-139.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_







RESOLUTION NO.: 12-18-(10)

Requested by:  Service Director Mr. Semik

A Resolution authorizing and directing the Sponsored by:  Mr. Knuchel



Mayor and Director of  Finance to enter into 








a Contract with Osborne Concrete and Stone 








Co., the lowest and best bidder, for the 

purchase of  Asphalt/Concrete Products as listed for the cost as outlined,  and declaring an emergency.

MOTION:  Mr. Knuchel moved to suspend the rules requiring separate readings and reading in full.  Mr. D’Ambrosio seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

MOTION:  Mr. Knuchel moved to adopt.  Mr. D’Ambrosio seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Resolution No. 2007-140.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_







RESOLUTION NO.: 12-18-(11)

Requested by:  Finance Department


A Resolution rescinding Resolution No. 

2007-121, adopted November 27, 2007, and declaring an emergency.

MOTION:  Mr. D’Ambrosio moved to suspend the rules requiring separate readings and reading in full.  Mr. Zontini seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

MOTION:  Mr. D’Ambrosio moved to adopt.  Mr. Zontini seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Resolution No. 2007-141.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_







RESOLUTION NO.: 12-18-(12)

Requested by:  Service Director Mr. Semik

A Resolution authorizing and directing the

Sponsored by:  Mr. Knuchel



Mayor and Director of  Finance to enter into 








a Contract with Ontario Stone Corp.,  the 



lowest and best bidder, for the purchase of  Asphalt/Concrete Products as listed for the 



cost as outlined,  and declaring an emergency.

MOTION:  Mr. Knuchel moved to suspend the rules requiring separate readings and reading in full.  Mr. D’Ambrosio seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

MOTION:  Mr. Knuchel moved to adopt.  Mr. D’Ambrosio seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Resolution No. 2007-142.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_







RESOLUTION NO.: 12-18-(13)

Requested by:  Service Director Mr. Semik

A Resolution authorizing and directing the Sponsored by:  Mr. Knuchel 



Mayor and Director of  Finance to enter into 








a Contract with Osborne Concrete and Stone 

Co., the lowest and best bidder, for the purchase of Asphalt/Concrete Products as listed for the cost as outlined, and declaring an emergency.
MOTION:  Mr. Knuchel moved to suspend the rules requiring separate readings and reading in full.  Mr. D’Ambrosio seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

MOTION:  Mr. Knuchel moved to adopt.  Mr. D’Ambrosio seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Resolution No. 2007-143.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_

LEGISLATION PENDING   (Placed on First Reading 11/27/2007)





(Placed on Second Reading 12/04/2007)






ORDINANCE NO: 11-27-(07)

Requested by:  Planning Commission
An Ordinance authorizing the issuance

Sponsored by:  Mr. D’Ambrosio

of a Conditional Use Permit to Charles E. 

Miserendino, agent for EZ Living Adventures 

dba Lucio’s Restaurant, 35583 Lakeshore Boulevard, Eastlake, Ohio, and declaring an emergency.

MOTION:  Mr. D’Ambrosio moved to permanently table with no action taken. Mr. Morley seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried.  Legislation No.11-27- (07) is permanently tabled with no action taken.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_

UNFINISHED BUSINESS (adopted by Council: 12/04/2007)




         (vetoed by Mayor: 12/05/2007)

ORDINANCE NO.: 2007-130
Requested by:  Mr. Zontini 


An Ordinance enacting new City Ordinance 

Sponsored by:  Ordinance Committee 
Chapter 140 “Office of Stadium Management 

and Development” of the Codified Ordinances 

of the City of Eastlake, and declaring an emergency.

DISCUSSION:

Mr. Elshaw:  As discussed in our Council-as-a-Whole Committee meeting Ordinance No. 2007-130 was passed by a vote of 4-3.  However, the Mayor has exercised the right of veto.  

Mr. Klammer:  If anyone is uncomfortable with the procedure that is exactly what happened – the legislation passed 4-3 at that time and the Mayor exercised the veto – as provided in the Charter.  The Charter also requires there be reconsideration of the legislation.  It is the same provision as in the United States Constitution and the State of Ohio Constitution.  The procedure would be a motion to reconsider the vote, which would then have to pass by a majority – by 2/3 members who vote in favor of the legislation. Do not confuse it with voting on the veto itself – the question is whether a person has changed their mind.  First would be the Motion to Reconsider which has to be passed by majority.  Then would be the Motion to adopt.  None should be offended by the Mayor exercising his veto option because it is critical to the balance we have in our government.

Mr. Razov:  He has been on Council for eight years and this is the first time he has ever experienced a veto – either from Mayor DiLiberto, Mayor Spinner …  Obviously, the Mayor has some heartache with this – that is why he vetoed it.  He is proposing – if this can be or should be done – rather than just vote on it and kill it or move it forward – we will have heartburn on either side – be it Council or the Mayor.  Obviously the Mayor vetoed this because he does not like it – he did not attend Mr. Zontini’s meetings – he read the minutes – he does have some second thoughts.  If it is okay with everyone else perhaps we can table this matter for further discussion rather than deal with it now because it is going to create negativity – no matter how it goes. He does not feel comfortable voting on it now but if we have to he will – he is not afraid to vote.

Mr. Elshaw:  He thinks, per the Charter, that we have to vote on this issue tonight.

Mr. Klammer:  The plain reading of the Ordinance indicates that Council may reconsider the vote on passing the legislation not later than its next regular meeting – which would be today.  So, if there is going to be a vote to reconsider it would have to happen today.  If voting bothers any member of Council he could abstain.

Mr. D’Ambrosio:  We will vote two times on this – the first vote to reconsider – the second on the question to adopt.

Mr. Klammer:  There will be a vote to reconsider and then a vote, which is a tally of the vote.

Mr. Razov:  He would like to ask for a comment from the Mayor as to what his problem is with this – why did he do what he did?

Mayor Andrzejewski:  His comment would be just to reiterate his position.  Adopting this legislation would add another layer bureaucracy – in other words another person to the payroll – that is unnecessary.  We have enough with the stadium debt right now - a burden the people of Eastlake have to face for the next 20+ years.  He sees no advantage to do what this legislation asks for.  He handles most of the contract negotiations and the Service Department handles the maintenance or contracts it out – everything is covered.  As he mentioned in his reason for veto – it just adds to the burden of the stadium for the taxpayers and duplicates what we are doing right now.

Mr. Zontini: The other side, as far as his opinion is concerned, is that the way we are doing it now is a proven failure – we have over a million dollar debt on the stadium and yet we are only producing revenue on the average of $4,000 per year.  It is no fault of the Mayor’s – it is just that no Mayor – not this Mayor, previously, or in the future should have the responsibility of governing the City which is having its own problems, and having to run a business which is managing a stadium.  The extra cost he projects might occur by hiring someone to run the stadium is actually no extra cost at all – just look at that fact that other cities are doing it with third parties and they are making money.  So we don’t know yet how much money he is costing us by running it himself – so, that is the cost we have to look at as well.  Secondly, the minimal cost of $20,000 to hire this person part-time he would assume as other cities are doing it and making money would more than pay for itself.  We cannot afford to continue to vote and support things that are proven failures when we have something that has demonstrated and not been refuted to be a possible success for the City.

Mayor Andrzejewski:  He did not want to get into a debate but he has to respond. Everyone does not have a stadium manager – if you read his report it clearing stated that he called four or five cities that have stadiums in our own league – none of those stadiums had stadium managers – it was all done by the Mayor, the City Manager or their Assistant City Manager and the maintenance on the stadium was done by their Service Department or Parks and Recreation Department.  For Mr. Zontini to say all the other ballparks have this is not a true statement.  Secondly, we are a Class A ballpark – we are not a Major League ballpark – if we were in a city with millions of people like the Jake, The Q we could afford to hire someone on a part time or full time basis to run the stadium.  We are not like that.  He is looking to lessen the burden as much as he can on the residents of Eastlake.  We don’t need anymore expense on that stadium – it is already a burden on the people.

Mr. Knuchel:  Mr. President, has any new information been presented to Council on this issue since the discussion in the Ordinance Committee meeting?

Mr. Elshaw:  No.

Mr. Knuchel:  He would like to make several points about this because he thinks it is important. This proposal may set a bad precedent in the fact that it changes the way our Directors are hired.  There is a possible conflict of interest when a Council member is on a Committee to select a Director and then in his capacity as a Councilman that same Council member is asked to vote on confirming a candidate.  Number one – he believes it may violate the Charter of the City of Eastlake, Article IV, Section 6. “Executive Powers of the Mayor” which set the guidelines by which a Director is appointed. This proposal also gives the Legislative body Administrative powers.  I believe that in their wisdom the framers of the Constitution saw this as a problem and that is why we have separation of powers now.  The second point which is a point he brought up in the Ordinance Committee meeting is – there are financial considerations to be taken into consideration – he is always a person who looks for getting the most bang for the buck.  If we take that $20,000 and apply it towards stadium debt it generates the equivalent of at least $40,000 in reduction of debt without any further costs to the City.  It has not been proven to him beyond a reasonable doubt that this proposal can generate the kind of money that would be needed to bring it to a break even point.  So, therefore, tonight he will be voting No on reconsideration.

Mr. Zontini:  Once again the Mayor misrepresents what someone else has said.  What he said is a third part in 147-148 cities manage the stadium – and, that is a fact.  It was unreputed by the Mayor. In fact he made two phone calls and in his rebuttal the Mayor confirmed that the Assistant City Manager and the Assistant City Mayor are the ones who manage the stadium – in his opinion those are third parties. That is not the Mayor doing that work.  With regard to Mr. Knuchel’s comments, with all due respect, he thinks the Charter specifically provides that Council may create new positions and do whatever is necessary to supply that position.  So, he thinks that allows us to in fact create this position and be able to give it the manpower and resources necessary to run it.  That is in the Charter.  With regard to $20,000 and our financial condition and being able to put that on the stadium debt – he heard no such objection from the Finance Committee or anyone else on this panel except Mr. Lajeunesse when we decided to spend $16,000 for an automobile for the Mayor.  We are talking about $20,000 here with a chance to actually benefit the Community where he sees no benefit in giving the Mayor a car.

Mr. Knuchel:  Mr. Zontini, did not address his question – the proposal gives a Legislative body Administrative powers and in Article IV, Section 6. under the Executive Powers of the Mayor it clearly defines what the Mayor’s responsibilities are and what the Council’s responsibilities are – in appointing and affirming what a Director does.  To the point of the money he does not see how a car to $20,000 in the opening of a position can be equated.

Mayor Andrzejewski:  Mr. Klammer, by ordinances, by our Charter – who hires and who fires people in this City?

Mr. Klammer:  The Mayor makes those Administrative decisions.

Mayor Andrzejewski:  So, if this position was created who would have the authorization and who would in fact be able to hire or fire for this position?

Mr. Klammer:  The Mayor would make the recommendation and he would suspect whoever would be recommended by the Mayor would have to be approved by Council.

Mayor Andrzejewski:  Council would not hire that person.

Mr. Klammer:  No.

Mayor Andrzejewski: That should put an end to that.

Mr. Zontini:  With all due respect Mr. Klammer, the Article very clearly gives Council the authority and the power to create a new position and do whatever is necessary to man and resource it.  

Mr. Klammer:  You are not inaccurate.  You are discussing that the Charter provides the authority to make a position – we all know that is there and he thinks we can all agree that it is the Mayor’s Administration decision to decide on who to appoint to that position.  Subject to whatever the approval process may be.  He thinks Mr. Knuchel had a slightly more intricate thought process on how that is kind of a conflict.

Mr. Morley:  He thinks by not trying new things – and, he understands the money situation in this City – but, we can say that we are not going to make money by hiring this person but we don’t know – if we don’t hire them – during the discussion Mr. Zontini stated it could be an eighteen month trial and if it does not work the job would be done if there was no money to be made.  We are not even willing to try to hire someone to see what we can do – we cannot speculate what this person would bring into the City or not bring in.  We can continue to speculate and say hiring this person will not do anything for us and we will not make any money – if you read the Ordinance it had some incentives for the person who would get hired to make extra money by brining events in – so, that person part-time or not – if the right person was hired – would do their job to hopefully bring some business into the stadium.  We can continue to not try to do anything with the stadium.  This is not the first time we have talked about the stadium.  He does not believe the Mayor – no matter what legislation was brought up by no matter what Councilperson – will not relinquish his powers over the stadium – as we have seen in other meetings of today.  If he has the power it is his power and his power only and that is the way it is going to be – and, it is not just from Mr. Zontini but everything that sometimes goes through this Council.  It is the Mayor’s decision – he will not be upset if the Mayor vetoes this – he told the Mayor that – he did not agree with the way the Mayor worded it – but, that is the Mayor’s power to do that – he will not be upset if the vote goes down – he voted Yes for it and will vote Yes again tonight.

Mr. Elshaw:  He did not want to get into all this and has one final comment.  To him it is difficult to create and absorb the cost of an additional Administrative position – and, that is what it is an Administrative position – when there was no evidence provided – set aside from naming rights and advertising – that would indicate that additional revenues would be generated from this position regarding stadium related events on top of or above and beyond what is already being generated today.  That is where he stands.  The absorption is there for the cost but on the other end he did not see the evidence that would provide there would be additional revenues above and beyond what we are doing today.

Mr. Zontini:  Mr. Knuchel raised the same point you just did.  First of all there was information provided in the proposal itself.  The statistics provided by the office of Minor League Baseball that all 147 of the cities that run it with a third party do in fact cover whatever cost they deem are necessary in their given situation.  He understands Mr. Knuchel’s question and he believes Mr. Elshaw raised it as well – that is what is the evidence – provide an example of what is going on here.  Mr. Elshaw mentioned advertising and naming rights – those were off the top and not produced by anyone else – he was just throwing those out there.  But, he did call Toledo which has a stadium that is owned by the City and asked them to give him some of the events they hold there and the very kind lady said that basically they were in competition – why would she tell what events they have.  As an example, Kelly Pavlic from Youngstown, Ohio is the new middle weight boxing champ – if they were having a boxing match at their stadium with a local boxer then that would prevent us from being able to do it.  So, for them to give us information as to events they are holding would mean we could not hold them because there is a competition between us and the other stadiums – events like that are very competitive – he did not pursue this any further because this made sense to him.  But the very fact that the statistics from Minor League Baseball says they are making more than $4,000 a year.

Mayor Andrzejewski:  Again, he does not like things taken out of context.  The stadiums he has called were all in our league with the same playing facilities and attendance in their stadiums.  What Mr. Zontini just referred to is a AAA stadium in a City of about 200,000 people – 10 times the number of residents we have – they have a much bigger budget and have much more money than we do.  Secondly, every stadium he called said this is a baseball field – it is not an all event ballpark – it is not all weather – it is a ballpark.  And, as in his report he noted the number of days that are available for other events when you take into the fact of the weather, the number of days the Captains play at the stadium, the number of days before or after that have to be utilized for field maintenance.  It leaves very limited time to hold other events.  If it is one thing he has learned out of all of this is we have a ballpark – and, that is primarily what it is used for and try as you might it is a ballpark – we have to accept that and do the best we can with it.

MOTION TO RECONSIDER:  Mr. Zontini moved to reconsider.  Mr. Morley seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yes:    Mr. Zontini, Mr. Morley, Mr. D’Ambrosio, Mr. Razov, Mr. Lajeunesse, 

Mr. Knuchel



Nays:   Mr. Elshaw

Motion carried.  Ordinance No. 2007-130 will be reconsidered.

MOTION TO ADOPT: Mr. Zontini moved to adopt.  Mr. Morley seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas:  Mr. Zontini, Mr. Morley, Mr. Lajeunesse



Nays:  Mr. D’Ambrosio, Mr. Razov, Mr. Knuchel, Mr. Elshaw

Motion carried. Ordinance No. 2007-130 fails.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_

NEW BUSINESS

There was none.

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS:

MAYOR/SAFETY DIRECTOR – Ted Andrzejewski

Mayor Andrzejewski: He wishes Mr. Razov the best in whatever he does – somewhere along the way he is sure we will bump into each other again – he wishes Mr. Razov and best and thanks him for his years of service to the City of Eastlake.

This concluded his report and he was open for questions.

There were no questions of Mayor Andrzejewski.

LAW DIRECTOR – Randy Klammer

Mr. Klammer:  He has nothing to report and his open for questions.  He would like to thank Mr. Razov for everything he has done.  For his age he has exhibited a level of passionate deliberation at times, balance in decision making – that is a sign of a good legislator and he would hope to see him in some other position in the future.  He will miss talking with him on a daily basis. 

He was open for questions.

Mr. Lajeunesse:  Have you heard anything further on the Green Drive/Tesar property?

Mr. Klammer:  The last updated he provided Mr. Lajeunesse was that Mr. Tesar’s attorney contacted him about the possibility of filing a lawsuit and the preserving of those rights.  His response was for the attorney to do the research as to whether he thought appropriate procedure.

Mr. Elshaw:  About a month ago, he did forward to the Administration and several people – there were concerns in that neighborhood regarding the Tesar rezoning.  They had a reasonable compromise possibly to be looked at that the people in the area may be more willing to accept.  He thinks they are trying to work things out. He does not know what the progress is on that and he is not asking for an update right now – but, if we can look at that the beginning of the year.

Mr. Lajeunesse:  He believes even at this point that Mr. Tesar may have come up with a compromise – this does need to be revisited someway or another.

Mr. Klammer:  Mrs. Mueller contacted him and they spoke – she seemed comfortable with the prospect of proceeding with some type of cooperation to provide the protection she needed.

There were no further questions of Mr. Klammer.

FINANCE DIRECTOR – Brian Condron

Mr. Condron: The last couple of weeks we have worked on the budget and the re-appropriations for the Finance Committee meeting last Wednesday and helped the Assistant Clerk last Friday to prepare the legislation.  This concluded his report and he was open for questions.

Mr. Morley:  Have you received any final numbers on the Haunted House?

Mr. Condron:  It is just about all together – the revenue was $55,108 for the admissions – we still don’t have all the bills yet but the final costs will be between $34,000 -$35,000+ - our 40% of the difference would be $7,000-$8,000.

There were no further questions of Mr. Condron.

TAX ADMINISTRATOR – Angela Keneven-Zanella

Mrs. Keneven-Zanella was absent and excused.

SERVICE DIRECTOR – Mike Semik

Mr. Semik:  Merry Christmas to all and Happy New Year.  He would like to thank Mr. Razov for his assistance in the Service/Utilities Committee – it was always a pleasure working with him and he looks forward to working with him in another position in the new year.   The tandem is in service and did a fine job keeping up with the mains during the last two snow events.  We added an additive to the salt in an effort to cut down on the amount of salt we use.  The light in front of the Fire Department is now on flash rather than green – a new controller was installed at the request of the Fire Department – the controller is brand new and state of the art – there are only five in operation in the State.  We have the only one that is actually doing the job and controlling the light coming out of the Fire Station and the light on Lakeshore Blvd. and S.R.91 – it is a first for our City.  We have picked up leaves over the entire City and were able to get back to a lot of areas before the snow – now we have to wait for the snow to melt – better than 60% have been picked up.  This concluded his report and he was open for questions.

Mr. Lajeunesse:  Mr. Semik, your crews are doing a very good job.  He received a couple of calls a week ago on Laura and Delores about leaf pickup  – has anyone been there since?

Mr. Semik:  No, we went there once but we did not get back to it.

Mr. Lajeunesse:  The gentleman was Mr. Smith – if this could be looked into he would appreciate it.

Mr. Semik:  He will be glad to do so.

There were no further questions of Mr. Semik.

CHIEF BUILDING OFFICIAL – Joe Voros

Mr. Voros:  He would like to congratulate Mr. Razov, he will be missed.  Our Building Department secretary’s father passed away last week – please keep her in your prayers. He has started to have his staff do occupancy checking – they have checked 85 units over the last few days – out of the 85 units 45 have no occupancies – 44 have occupancies – just on what we have found that means 41 businesses are not paying taxes was absent and excused.  He needs help – we cannot do this with the help he has.  He will be resubmitting the rental properties the first of the year.  This concluded his report and he was open for questions.

There were no questions of Mr. Voros.

CITY ENGINEER – Tom Gwydir

Mr. Gwydir:  He has no report at this time but would like to wish Mr. Razov the best of luck in his future endeavors and everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.

There were no questions of Mr. Gwydir.

POLICE CHIEF – John  Ruth

Chief Ruth:  Mr. Razov, thank you for your service – over the years he has watched Mr. Razov grow into a first class Councilperson – he appreciates Mr. Razov’s support and thoughtfulness and he is sorry to see Mr. Razov leave us.  Have a very safe Holiday Season.  This concluded his report and he was open for questions.

 FIRE CHIEF – Richard Sabo

Fire Chief Sabo:  We are going to miss Mr. Razov.  Mr. Razov has done a great job for the residents of this Community and he wants to wish Mr. Razov well and thank him for his service to the Community and the residents that you served – he did quite well over the years.

We did receive some money from the train derailment in Painesville – a little over $7,000 for the work our people did out there.  Today we were able to do squad training at the Fire Department – we trained about 20 members of the squad team in tactical first aid so they will be able to help each of other should there be a problem at a scene until someone can get there.  We did have a garage and a house fire within the last week and one half – some people suffered serious damage – he would like to remind everybody – be safe – check you smoke detectors – make sure everything is operating properly.  In the State of Ohio since November 24th we have had 14 people die in fires with 11 of them being children – many were because smoke detectors were not working.  This concluded his report and he was open for questions.

Mr. Morley:  He was at the house next to the house that was involved in the fire.  Can the residents get a report from the Fire Department on the basis of the fire?

Chief Sabo:  They can get the Fire Report at the Station – preferably they should call first so we can make a copy of it – in many cases the insurance company will request it.

There were no further questions of Chief Sabo.

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. Elshaw: Happy Holidays to all – stay safe.

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 9:00 p.m. 
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