
      


EASTLAKE CITY COUNCIL

                                       REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

                                                          AUGUST 28, 2007

The Regular Meeting of the Eastlake City Council was held at Eastlake City Hall, 35150 Lake Shore Boulevard.  The Meeting was called to order by Council President Mr. Elshaw at approximately 7:30 p.m.  

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mr. Knuchel.

ATTENDEES

Members of Council in attendance were Mr. Knuchel, Mr. D’Ambrosio, Mr. Razov, Mr. Lajeunesse, Mr. Zontini and Council President Mr. Elshaw.  Mr. Morley was absent and excused. Also attending was Council Clerk Mrs. Cendroski.  

Those attending from the Administration were Mayor Andrzejewski, Finance Director Mr. Condron, Law Director Mr. Klammer, Tax Administrator/Economic Development Coordinator Mrs. Keneven-Zanella, CBO Mr. Voros, and City Engineer Mr. Gwydir.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Regular Council Meeting – JUlY 10, 2007

MOTION: Mr. Knuchel moved to approve the minutes of the Regular Council Meeting of July 10, 2007.  Mr. Zontini seconded.

ROLL CALL:
 Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried.  The minutes were approved.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT’S REPORT – Mr. Elshaw

Meetings Scheduled

Mr. Elshaw: The Council-as-a-Whole Committee Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, September 11, 2007 at 7:00 p.m. and the Regular Council Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, September 11, 2007 at 7:30 p.m. 

An Economic & Community Development Council meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, September 19, 2007 at 6:30 p.m.

On August 18th the City provided a Memorial Medallion for Steve Guard’s family.  One of the pieces of legislation discussed this evening was to set up a fund for donations as we will be accepting donations towards the Memorial because no City funds can be used for something like this.  CT Consultants and the Captains did not have a mechanism for this - the City can collect the donations separately.  He would also like to thank the Council Clerk for organizing the event and working with CT Consultant’s, the Captains and the company that provided the memorial – it was a tremendous effort and we appreciate the help of the Captains, CT Consultants, the Mayor and the City.

COMMUNICATIONS &  PETITIONS

A communication was received from Finance Director Mr. Condron regarding a deduct change order for Monte Construction Co., Inc. for work done at the Bruce Yee Pump Station and Force Main.  Mr. Elshaw explained this was discussed in Finance Committee and is on the evening’s agenda as Legislation No. 08-28-(03).

A communication was received from the Administration regarding the bid award recommendation for back-up Rock Salt for 2007-2008.  This was referred to Finance Committee.

A communication was received from the Administration regarding the bid award recommendation for Pavement Lane Marking for 2007. This was referred to Finance Committee.

A request was received from the Administration to advertise for bids for Lawn Refuse Bags. This was referred to Service/Utilities Committee.

A communication was received from CBO Mr. Voros proposing a new City Ordinance Chapter 1391 “Rental Properties & Sheriff’s Sale.”  This was referred to Ordinance Committee.

A liquor license request was received from Thru Mart, Inc., 35652 Vine Street, Eastlake, OH. This was referred to Planning Committee.

Conditional Use Permit Renewal Requests were received from EE Controls, Inc. 115 Forest Drive, Eastlake Baptist Church, 35401 Stevens Blvd., Persistence Tattoo, LLC, 36119 Vine Street and The Car Wash, 36161 Vine Street, Eastlake.  These were referred to Planning Committee. 

A communication was received from the Administration requesting the acceptance of a grant for the Eastlake Senior Center.  This was referred to Finance Committee.

A liquor license transfer request was received from Hafez Ismail, Inc. dba Deli on the Vine, 3335-37 Vine Street, Eastlake to Darlo, Inc. dba Deli on the Vine, 3335-37 Vine Street, Eastlake.  This was referred to Planning Committee.

A communication was received from the Administration regarding the bid award recommendation for the Senior Center Parking lot improvements.  This was referred to Finance Committee. 

A communication was received from Councilman Zontini proposing the new enactment of a City 

Ordinance for the management of Classic Park.  This was referred to Ordinance Committee.

A communication was received from Finance Director Mr. Condron regarding the transfer of funds from the General Fund to the Callable Bond Fund. This was referred to Finance Committee.

A communication was received from Finance Director Mr. Condron regarding the Re-appropriations. This is referred to Finance Committee.

Council President’s Comments

Mr. Elshaw:  Referring back to Communication No. 5 regarding City Ordinance Chapter 1391 “Rental Properties and Sheriff’s Sale” – there was a new proposal forwarded to our office by CBO Mr. Voros – several changes were made over Council break – this will be referred into Ordinance Committee as well as the legislation on the evening’s agenda which is on second reading – Chapter 1391.  Both items will be referred back to Committee for further discussions.  Of course, anyone who wishes to comment on this matter may do so during the Public Recognition.

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS

FINANCE COMMITTEE – Mr. Knuchel

Mr. Knuchel:  The Finance Committee met on August 21, 2007 at 6:30 p.m. with himself and Mr. Lajeunesse in attendance from the Committee.  Committee member Mr. D’Ambrosio was absent and excused.  In attendance from Council was Mr. Morley.  Council President Mr. Elshaw was absent and excused.  In attendance from the Administration were Mayor Andrzejewski, Law Director Mr. Klammer, and Finance Director Mr. Condron.  Also in attendance as a guest was a representative for AT&T Mr. Kevin Lynch.  The Committee discussed three items – the Interim Agreement for video competition with AT&T – this was approved and moved forward and was discussed at length during the Council-as-a-Whole Committee meeting.  Another item discussed was a deduct change order for Monte Construction – this was also moved forward and discussed in Council-as-a-Whole Committee – it was a deduction of $300 from the costs of the Bruce Yee Pump Station repairs.  The third item to be discussed was the mid-year budget review – highlights included the electric and gas costs on all public buildings, Finance Department final cash-ins for one of the retiring employees, Court Costs.  Mayor Andrzejewski met with the Court and we are still looking to see if there are ways to reduce our Court costs with the Willoughby Court.  Two other items explained to the Committee were comp time/overtime costs for Police, Fire, and Fire Communications.  The last item of interest was donations for the fireworks funds and how we are going to pay for them – the cost was $12,000 and there were $5,400 in donations and $3,000 from the promoter – leaving us short and looking into ways the Administration can come up with funds to fill the gap. He would be making the following Motion:  

Legislative Recommendation

MOTION:  I hereby move to add Legislation No. 08-28-(04) to the evening’s agenda establishing the Steve Guard Memorial Trust Fund #622 for the purpose of funding the Steve Guard Memorial Trust Fund.  Mr. Zontini seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.  

Legislation No. 08-28-(04) is added to the evening’s agenda.

Additional Comments

Mr. Knuchel:  As a number of items have been referred into Committee he will be scheduling a meeting in the near future after he communications with his Committee members.  This concluded his report and he was open for questions.

Mr. Zontini:  Regarding the Court costs issue – we all received a copy of a memorandum

Mayor Andrzejewski sent to the Willoughby Court – one of the leverages we were going to use 

was if they did not “come to the table with us” we were going to look into a Mayor’s Court – 

he wanted to advise there is currently a bill  pending that if the Mayor’s Court is not established 

by December 31, 2007 we would not be able to do that.  Perhaps we should get the ball rolling 

on this so it is not an idle threat – he also thinks it is a good idea.  

Mr. Knuchel:  He has no comment other than he thinks it is a good idea.  The Mayor had 

suggested that in his meeting.

Mayor Andrzejewski:  He will look into this but he wants to be sure the item Mr. Zontini is 

referring to does not refer to Mayor’s Court with a population under a certain number. He 

thinks that is it.  But, we will look into it.

There were no further questions of Mr. Knuchel.

ORDINANCE COMMITTEE  - Mr. Zontini

Mr. Zontini:  The Ordinance Committee did not meet over Council break – however, as several issues are pending in Committee, and some were added this evening, so upon Mr. Morley’s return from vacation he will coordinate with his Committee and schedule a meeting.   This concluded his report and he was open for questions. 
There were no questions of Mr. Zontini.

SERVICE/UTILITIES COMMITTEE – Mr. Razov

Mr. Razov:  The Service/Utilities Committee did not meeting during the Council break as well, therefore, he had no report.  At this time he will not be scheduling a meeting and he is open for questions.

Mayor Andrzejewski: Mr. Razov, the Administration would like to request you to schedule a Service/Utilities Committee meeting – there is one item pending which we would like to pursue –that is the drilling of gas wells in the City of Eastlake to produce some income for our City.

Mr. Razov:  No problem, Mayor.
There were no further questions of Mr. Razov.

SAFETY COMMITTEE – Mr. Morley

Mr. Morley was absent and excused.
RECREATION COMMITTEE – Mr. Lajeunesse

Mr. Lajeunesse: The Recreation Committee did not meet over summer break, however, this past weekend he did attend the opening day of the Eastlake Youth Soccer Program and the Eastlake Youth Football Program.  Both were very well attended – he and the Mayor performed the “kickoff” for soccer.  The volunteers are really involved in the Community and doing a good job with what they have to work with – also, compliments to the City employees who have worked on the fields – they should be commended for their work.  He and the Mayor attended a joint Port Authority meeting, as he is the City’s liaison to the Eastlake Port Authority. The meeting was made up of Eastlake, Mentor, Fairport Harbor and Grand River – the main topic of discussion dredging and overall financing of various other activities along the river ways.

This concluded his report and he was open for questions. He would be making the following Motion:

Legislative Recommendation

MOTION:  I hereby move to add Legislation No. 08-28-(05) to the evening’s agenda authorizing and directing the Mayor, Director of Finance and Director of Law, on behalf of the City of Eastlake, to enter into a Settlement Agreement with HK New Plan Vineyards, LP. Mr. Zontini seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.  

Legislation No. 08-28-(05) is added to the evening’s agenda.

There were no questions of Mr. Lajeunesse.

PLANNING COMMITTEE – Mr. D’Ambrosio

Mr. D’Ambrosio:  The Planning Committee has not met since our Council break, therefore, he had no report. As items have been referred into Committee he will be coordinating with his Committee members to schedule a meeting.  This concluded his report and he was open for questions.  

There were no questions of Mr. D’Ambrosio.

RECOGNITION OF THE PUBLIC 
Mr. Elshaw recognized the public input at this time; he reminded the speakers that there is a 3-minute limit for their comments, all comments are to be directed to the Chair and not include any personalities or individuals.

David Parker, 815 Erie Road, Eastlake

Mr. Parker:  He lives at 815 Erie Road by Corporation Creek.  He talked to his Councilman Mr. Knuchel and also the Service Director Mr. Semik and City Engineer Mr. Gwydir. Every time it rains – no matter if it is hard rain or drizzle the creek flows over and floods out his house. His aunt and uncle built the house in 1968 and it has been in the family ever since.  Since the big flood last year every time it rains it floods.  He walked the creek – back on City property is bunch of trees down that are laying in the creek. Mr. Knuchel walked back there with his son yesterday to see some of the blockages – he also provided pictures to Mr. Gwydir.  He needs help getting the creek cleaned up – he is trying to clean out his little section of the creek even though he does not own it.  But, he is flooding all the time and it does not see right that he is flooding every time it rains.  Something needs to be done.

Mr. Knuchel:  He did meet with Mr. Parker on several occasions and he has done an exemplary job of cleaning up the area adjacent to his home, even though it is not his property. We have a few things we can do but there are a few things other residents need to do up and down Corporation Creek to help alleviate this problem. He will talk to the Mayor to see if we can get something going down there.

Mr. Elshaw:  As far as the City owned property, are we investigating the issues – it is it the Syracuse property?

Mayor Andrzejewski: This is the first he has heard about this – Mr. Knuchel mentioned it briefly.  We will look into it to see what we can do.

Mr. Knuchel:  Mr. Semik has looked at it several times

Jerry Arko, 34765 Roberts Road, Eastlake

Mr. Arko declined to speak.

Bob Haycox, 6788 Bramblewood, Mayfield Village, OH

Mr. Haycox: He owns three single family houses in Eastlake which are well maintained. He recently read an article in the New Herald about your proposed Ordinances for point  to impose sale inspections and rental property inspections on the property owners in Eastlake.  He believes those ordinances are in place already – letters are sent to property owners about keeping up with landscaping and painting houses – whatever the issue is.  He does not think these changes are necessary.  If the ordinances are moved forward, he believes that charging landlords $300 is way too much – some Cities have $100 rental inspections.  $300 times his three properties would be $900 every two years – that is taking a lot of money out of property owners pockets.  Instead of paying the fees they could be putting the money into repairs for the property.  As to the point of sale inspections, he assumes that will be for all properties not just rental – $100 is more than enough for that type of inspection.  As far as rental property inspections the newspaper article said they would be every two years – he thinks every three to five years would be sufficient – two years seems to be too burdensome on landlords.  Just having inspections on rental properties discriminates and is unfair to landlords. He tries to maintain his property properly but there are residents who are not maintaining their property or paying their rent it hurts him as a property owner because he can’t get find good tenants to live in the properties to make a profit.

Mayor Andrzejewski:  Can the gentleman give his address?

Mr. Haycox: He lives at 6788 Bramblewood Lane, Mayfield Village.

Mr. Voros:  Thank you for coming and sharing your opinion.  If you know the addresses of the properties that you mentioned please provide them and he will look into it.

Mr. Lajeunesse:  He is very much proponent of rental property inspections – and has been ever since he came on Council. Right now within five homes of his own home there are two that will be going up for auction.  It hits him every day – especially the house where there is a big yellow sign.  Eighty percent of our landlords that own rental properties in Eastlake live outside of our Community – as far away as California.  What we run into, and what this is about, is not the landlords that take care of their properties, but those until we bring notice about the terrible conditions of their property.  This is important and the landlords that live outside the Community should take care of what we have inside our Community.

Mr. Elshaw:  This will be discussed further in Committee.

There was no one else who wished to speak.

LEGISLATION PROPOSED - First number will be 2007-086






ORDINANCE NO.: 08-28-(01)

Requested by:  Planning Commission
An Ordinance authorizing the issuance of a Sponsored by:
Mr. D’Ambrosio 
 
Conditional Use Permit to David H.     

Brodowski, dba Cross Roads Motorcycle Tire and Brake Service, 1226 Hulett Avenue, Eastlake, Ohio, to operate a home business, and declaring an emergency.

MOTION:  Mr. D’Ambrosio moved to suspend the rules requiring separate readings and reading in full.  Mr. Zontini seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

MOTION:  Mr. D’Ambrosio moved to adopt.  Mr. Zontini seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Ordinance No. 2007-086.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_







RESOLUTION NO.: 08-28-(02)

Requested by:  Administration
 

A Resolution authorizing and directing the 

Sponsored by:  Mr. Knuchel



Mayor and Director of Finance to enter into 

an Interim Video Competition Agreement between the City of Eastlake and AT&T Ohio (The Ohio Bell Telephone Company) for broadband products and services for the City of Eastlake, and declaring an emergency.

MOTION:  Mr. Knuchel moved to suspend the rules requiring separate readings and reading in full.  Mr. Lajeunesse seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

MOTION:  Mr. Knuchel moved to adopt.  Mr. Lajeunesse seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Resolution No. 2007-087.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_








RESOLUTION NO.: 08-28-(03)

Requested by:  Finance Director Mr. Condron
A Resolution authorizing and directing the Sponsored by:  Mr. Knuchel 



Mayor and Director of Finance to accept 








Deduct Change Order No. 1- Final for 








Monte Construction Co., Inc. an amount of 








Three Hundred Dollars ($300.00), with said 








new contract total being One Hundred 








Eleven Thousand Three Hundred Seventy-








Five Dollars ($111,375.00), and declaring an 








emergency.

MOTION:  Mr. Knuchel moved to suspend the rules requiring separate readings and reading in full.  Mr. Lajeunesse seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

MOTION:  Mr. Knuchel moved to adopt.  Mr. Lajeunesse seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Resolution No. 2007-088.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_








ORDINANCE NO.: 08-28-(04)

Requested by: Finance Director Mr. Condron
An Ordinance establishing the Steve Guard 

Sponsored by: Mr. Knuchel



Memorial Trust Fund #622 for the purpose 

of funding the Steve Guard Memorial Trust 








Fund, and declaring an emergency.

MOTION:  Mr. Knuchel moved to suspend the rules requiring separate readings and reading in full.  Mr. Lajeunesse seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

MOTION:  Mr. Knuchel moved to adopt.  Mr. D’Ambrosio seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Ordinance No. 2007-089.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_








RESOLUTION NO.: 08-28-(05)

Requested by: Law Director Mr. Klammer 

A Resolution authorizing and directing the 

Mayor, Director of Finance and Director of Law, on behalf of the City of Eastlake, to enter into a Settlement Agreement with HK New Plan Vineyards, LP, and declaring an emergency.

MOTION:  Mr. Lajeunesse moved to suspend the rules requiring separate readings and reading in full.  Mr. Zontini seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

MOTION:  Mr. Lajeunesse moved to adopt.  Mr. Zontini seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Resolution No. 2007-090.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_

LEGISLATION PENDING(Placed on First Reading 07-10-2007)








ORDINANCE NO.: 07-10-(06)

Researched & Presented by:



An Ordinance enacting new City Ordinance 

Resident Kimberly C. Evers



Chapter 1391 “Certificate of Occupancy” of 

Mr. Lajeunesse



the Codified Ordinances of the City of CBO Mr. Voros 




Eastlake, and declaring an emergency.

Sponsored by:  Mr. Zontini

MOTION:  Mr. Zontini moved to remove Legislation No. 07-10-(06) from the table with no action taken and refer it back to Ordinance Committee.  Mr. Lajeunesse seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

Motion Carried.  Legislation No. 07-10-(06) is removed from the table with no action taken and referred back to Ordinance Committee.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

There was none.

NEW BUSINESS

There was none.

MAYOR/SAFETY DIRECTOR – Ted Andrzejewski

Mayor Andrzejewski: We received good news – we have been awarded a $382,000 grant from ODOT to reconstruct the hill between Hillcrest and Reeves Road.  This was started by him and Steve Guard and carried on by Tom Gwydir.  The hill is eroding and is in need of a total reconstruction.  We will receive the grant in 2010 and our Engineer has certified it to be save until that point in time.  Also, with the help of our Engineer Tom Gwydir, we have also been approved for monies to replace three pump stations that are 18-20 years old and require ongoing maintenance.  These will be replaced in 2008.  Eventually we will have all the pump stations replaced so we can process water faster during heavy rains.  The grant will not pay for all the repairs – we went for some money for all the pump stations rather than the full amount for one pump station.  This Saturday there will be a Motorcycle Enthusiasts show at Classic Park from noon to 10:00 p.m. with new motorcycles, equipment, clothing, accessories, entertainment, food, beverages.  There are a lot of motorcycle people in Lake County. The promoter has advised there is a presale amount of 500 tickets sold.  Mr. Lajeunesse mentioned the Port Authority. To clarify, we are not in competition with the Lake County Port Authority.  We have kept the four communities together mainly for the purpose of maintenance of our rivers.  The Port Authority of Lake County says at this point they are basically formed for economic development – they can’t handle maintenance issues dredging, maintaining docks.  As a group we feel we are stronger vying for dredging money then each individual City.  A Community can only receive grant money for dredging once every five years – we received about $300,000-$400,000 a couple of years ago.   About $4,000,000 dollars in dredging money goes to State owned lakes.  Talk about Government in action – give the money to governmental properties and let the rivers that really need dredging go for wanting.  A person from ODNR attended the meeting where the idea was suggested to purchase dredging equipment for the Cities – rather than giving Cities $500,000 every five years – each year money is given they would in turn purchase their dredging equipment.  The ODNR representative was open to this idea and will review it with his superiors.  Perhaps having our own equipment would be the solution to the dredging problems – and, pay for the labor.  Lastly, there is a car show behind City Hall on Monday, Labor Day, September 3rd as a fund raiser for Coats for Kids.  This concluded his report and he was open for questions.

Mr. Knuchel:  Did the gentleman from ODNR guarantee those grants or is there a possibility they wouldn’t be available after some time?

Mayor Andrzejewski:  There is never a guarantee – you have to file an application and see whom they reward it to.

Mr. Knuchel:  His questions revolves around the fact that if we do purchase this equipment will we have the money to run it and maintain it – how will that be divided?

Mayor Andrzejewski:  Those questions were discussed in a meeting – there is going to be a lot more discussion – the general consensus was “yes” – this would be much better for us as Communities. If we need to save $10,000 for our share of the dredging costs we can do so through boating fees and other ways as opposed to raising $100,000 for dredging.  The general consensus was this is a viable idea and we should pursue it.

Mr. Elshaw: The $500,000 – that would be granted to the Port Authority?

Mayor Andrzejewski:  Yes.

Mr. Elshaw:  Regarding the pump stations – how much are we getting?

Mayor Andrzejewski:  28%-30% for each pump station.

Mr. Lajeunesse:  He knows the Mayor is keeping tabulations regarding the delay of refuse pick-up in the Laura and Delores area – on behalf of a resident he called the Service Department the other morning and asked them to check into this.

Mayor Andrzejewski: That would be a function of the Service Department.

Mr. Lajeunesse: I understand, but since the Service Director is not present he would appreciate it if you could follow up on this.

Mayor Andrzejewski:  He will follow-up.

Mr. Lajeunesse: That was last Thursday afternoon.

Mayor Andrzejewski:  Have you followed up with them?

Mr. Lajeunesse:  He left message yesterday morning with the Secretary who stated it would be taken care of – he has not been able to get back with her.

Mayor Andrzejewski:  Feel free to call the Service Director.

There were no further questions of Mayor Andrzejewski.

LAW DIRECTOR – Randy Klammer

Mr. Klammer: He reported everything as far as litigation goes in Executive Session.  From a legal standpoint, so the Finance Director is aware, NORMA has changed their policy for reviewing claims – he will forward the announcement.  This concluded his report and he was open for questions.

There were no questions of Mr. Klammer.

FINANCE DIRECTOR – Brian Condron

Mr. Condron:  Since the last meeting he has spoke with the State Auditor’s office regarding the termination process of the fiscal emergency – he has had correspondence with Ms. Smith – as far as he knows the process is continuing – they have all the documentation they need in their Cleveland and Columbus offices- he does not have a date yet as to the timeframe – he will keep all posted. We had our budget hearing last week for the Tax Budget.  The County Auditor passed out a sheet on the Local Government Funds – the fund is now unfrozen – for us it means we will get a 1% increase.  We have two items in our revenue budget – the Local Government Fund and the Local Government and Revenue Assistance fund – the Local Government Fund brings in about $1,891,000 – the Revenue Assistance fund brings in about $200,000.  We will combine both funds into one.  As far as the Recovery Plan we decided to be conservative and show our estimates as frozen.  If we get more it would be good – the downside is there is no guarantee that they could not pass legislation to take money back as they did in 2002.  There 

is a line item that they could give you an amount below the frozen amount received.  He forwarded a memorandum on re-appropriations.  This concluded his report and he was open for questions.

Mr. Elshaw:  Regarding the Local Government Fund – he agrees with being conservative – everything he has read from the Ohio Municipal League always talks about remaining conservative on that.  Do you know if Ms. Smith has included the loss of revenue from Parker-Hannifin within the new revised Plan?

Mr. Condron:  We did not change our Recovery Plan – the Recovery Plan envisions us taking a decrease because last year the money generated in our tax collections was $7,146,000 – this year we were looking at $6,960,000 – so we adjusted it downward in the five year forecast by $180,000 – this approximates with what the Parker loss would be.

Mr. Elshaw:  You think that because of being conservative that is covered?

Mr. Condron:  A good portion is covered.

Mr. Elshaw:  What do you mean – a good portion?

Mr. Condron:  The loss is about $200,000.

Mr. Elshaw:  He is just raising this point – she will need to take a look at this.

There were no further questions of Mr. Condron.

TAX ADMINISTRATOR – Angela Keneven-Zanella

Mrs. Keneven-Zanella:  The Tax Department has been very busy the last couple of months.  We use September and October to speed up our collection efforts in the failure to file area in which we take people who have not filed to criminal Court.  Everything is going pretty well – she just completed auditing the tax returns about 80% of the businesses in the City and she can honestly say she sees a little stabilization – more companies are showing profits.  This concluded her report and she is open for questions.

Mr. D’Ambrosio:  Regarding their phone conversation, at the last Council meeting you stated there were people interested in TOPS but there were negotiation problems with the owners of the building – is there any update?

Mrs. Keneven-Zanella:  She has not been advised that there is anything happening but there has been some additional interest in the building.

Mayor Andrzejewski:  The reason Mrs. Keneven-Zanella stated there is nothing happening is because there isn’t.  We have had some preliminary talks with a new company that may take over the Vineyards – and, he has a meeting with that representative for next week or the week after, at which time he will push for the TOPS building to be looked at heavily.  So, there is no one interested in that building – there is no one who has expressed an interest in that building other than very preliminary.

Mr. D’Ambrosio: That is fine, he has just received some e-mails and spoke with Mrs. Keneven-Zanella on the phone about it.

Mayor Andrzejewski: If someone came along we would meet with them in a minute.

Mr. Klammer:  New Plan has indicated there may be a purchase.

Mayor Andrzejewski:  And, that would be good for Eastlake because preliminary talks with the new owners indicates a willingness to work with us to market that piece of property better than the old company.  He spoke with one of the new owners and we agreed to meet next week when he is in town – he sounded much more enthusiastic about aggressively working with us to find tenants than the old owners.  He is optimistic that the new owners will actually do something.

Mr. Elshaw:  Would they be willing to look back at previous interests?

Mayor Andrzejewski: He does not know at this point – when he meets with him everything will be open. 

There were no further questions of Mrs. Keneven-Zanella.

SERVICE DIRECTOR – Mike Semik

Mr. Semik was absent and excused.  

CHIEF BUILDING OFFICIAL – Joe Voros

Mr. Voros:  Everything is pretty much the same as usual.  We are busy.  Regarding the newly purchased software – we are training for it and will probably go live with it on October 8th.  He is impressed with it – it is good software and is sure all will think it is pretty impressive also. He received a call about windmills being installed.  He does not know Council’s feelings on windmills next door to you – it is the future power supply – there are a lot of government grants being offered for windmills. Some grants pay for a good portion of the windmill.  

Mr. Elshaw:  Is this residential property?

Mr. Voros:  Commercial, industrial. The person he spoke to would like to put up two windmills – they would start tomorrow if they could.  He will look into an Ordinance and come up with something.  It is the way of the future – Lake Erie is a great place for windmills.  This concluded his report and he was open for questions.

There were no questions of Mr. Voros.

CITY ENGINEER – Tom Gwydir

Mr. Gwydir: Since our last meeting Roberts Road, Phase 1 has been substantially completed and we have begun work on Roberts Road, Phase 2 with the intent of completion by the end of construction season.  He is working on finalizing the punch list for S.R. 91, as well as meeting with the Administration, Service and Building Departments, and members of Council on various issues.  This concluded his report and he was open for questions.

Mr. Elshaw:  Was there an issue with culverts?  There was an e-mail?

Mayor Andrzejewski:  They are continuing to look at some ditching issues – some catch basin issues on Erie Road by Route 91, Curtis Blvd., Stevens Blvd., Raddison Hotel.

There were no further questions of Mr. Gwydir.

POLICE CHIEF – John  Ruth

Chief Ruth was absent and excused.

FIRE CHIEF – Richard Sabo

Fire Chief Sabo: The Fire Department has remained busy over the summer due to the amount of rain we have had – there have been several water rescues where people like to “ride the rapids” on the Chagrin River and are not always successful.  Additionally, this past Saturday we had a house fire on Lakeshore Blvd. just east of Traymore – a considerable amount of damage was done – it was a brand new home.  This past Monday they had a motor vehicle accident on Route 2 where we had to extricate a woman and life flight her downtown.  We remain busy doing our job and trying to serve the residents the best we can.  He would like to say – it is obvious the end of summer is here because this weekend we will be having our Muscular Dystrophy Association Drive so they will be on the corner of Lakeshore Blvd. and Route 91 – it is a voluntary toll – no one has to donate but we do appreciate it those that do and many, many people do – often times more than once.  This concluded his report and he was open for questions. 

ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 8:32 p.m. 


​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​



______________________________________






DEREK W. ELSHAW, COUNCIL PRESIDENT

APPROVED: _______________________

ATTEST:   ________________________

                 DEBORAH A. CENDROSKI, CMC        
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