
      EASTLAKE CITY COUNCIL

                                         REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

                                                              AUGUST 22, 2006

The Regular Meeting of the Eastlake City Council was held at Eastlake City Hall, 35150 Lake Shore Boulevard.  The Meeting was called to order by Council President Mr. Elshaw at approximately 8:00 p.m.  

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mr. D’Ambrosio.

.

ATTENDEES

Members of Council in attendance were Mr. Lajeunesse, Mr. Morley, Mr. D’Ambrosio, Mr. Razov, Mr. Knuchel, Mr. Zontini and Council President Mr. Elshaw. Also attending was Council Clerk Mrs. Cendroski.  

Those attending from the Administration were Mayor Andrzejewski, Finance Director

Mr. Condron, Law Director Mr. Klammer, Building Department Administrator Mr. Voros, Service Director Mr. Semik, City Engineer Mr. Guard, Police Chief Ruth and Fire Chief Sabo.    

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

REGULAR COUNcil Meeting – juLY 11, 2006

MOTION: Mr. Zontini moved to approve the minutes of the Regular Council Meeting of July 11, 2006.  Mr. Lajeunesse seconded.

ROLL CALL:
 Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried.  The minutes were approved.

SPECIAL COUNcil Meeting – juLY 31, 2006

MOTION: Mr. Zontini moved to approve the minutes of the Special Council Meeting of July 31, 2006.  Mr. Lajeunesse seconded.

ROLL CALL:
 Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried.  The minutes were approved.

SPECIAL COUNcil Meeting – AUGUST 14, 2006

MOTION: Mr. Knuchel moved to approve the minutes of the Special Council Meeting of August 14, 2006.  Mr. Lajeunesse seconded.

ROLL CALL:
 Yeas:

Mr. Knuchel, Mr. Lajeunesse, Mr. D’Ambrosio, Mr. Morley, 

Mr. Elshaw



Abstain:
Mr. Razov, Mr. Zontini  

Motion carried.  The minutes were approved.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT’S REPORT – Mr. Elshaw

Mr. Elshaw:  He would like to welcome everyone back from Council break – he knows there was a break in there somewhere.  He has received questions as to clarification of the recent debate on the levy passage – a 1.75-mill operating levy was passed by a majority of Council, however, because of the timing and deadlines, and although this was debated over three separate Council meetings, the legislation went to three readings and needed to pass by an emergency measure.  The amount of votes did not meet this requirement, therefore at this time this will not be on the November ballot.  So, he would expect the Administration will continue to make the service reductions, as required with the failure of the previous levy in May.  

Meetings Scheduled

Mr. Elshaw:  The Council-as-a-Whole Committee Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, September 12, 2006 at 7:00 p.m. and the Regular Council Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, September 12, 2006 at 7:30 p.m. 

Mr. Elshaw:  As a Councilman has to leave the meeting earlier, after the Communications and Petitions we will move forward to Recognition of the Public and Pending Legislation.

COMMUNICATIONS &  PETITIONS

A communication was received from City Engineer Mr. Guard recommending City-wide storm water study.  This was referred to Service/Utilities Committee.

A Conditional Use Permit referral was received from the Planning Commission for Chicks Auto/JEC Properties, LLC, 1422 E. 361st Street, Eastlake.  This was referred to Planning Committee.

An Accessory Structure request was received from James A. Ross, 36246 Reeves Road, Eastlake.  This was referred to Planning Committee.

A communication was received from Mayor Andrzejewski proposing the sale of the cell towers.

This was referred to Finance Committee.

A communication was received from the Administration regarding Conditional Use Permit Renewal Requests for Offshore Bar & Grill, 130 Forest Drive, Connections Travel, 34650 Melinz Parkway, Karen’s Kurls, 1427 E. 332nd Street, Michael DiCicco, CPA, 456 E. Overlook and M2MII dba Eastlake Tavern, 33274 Vine Street, Eastlake.  This was referred to Planning Committee.

A communication was received from Finance Director Mr. Condron requesting legislation to certify outstanding miscellaneous bills to the County Auditor for certification to property taxes.

This was referred to Finance Committee.

A communication was received from Service Director Mr. Semik proposing a “Disaster” ordinance, as suggested by FEMA.  This was referred to Ordinance Committee.

A bid recommendation was received from Service Director Mr. Semik regarding the 2006-2007 Back-up Rock Salt.  This was referred to Finance Committee.

A request from Police Chief Ruth regarding a proposed amendment to City Ordinance 131.25 “Auxiliary Police Unit.”  This was referred to Ordinance Committee.

A communication from Mayor Andrzejewski regarding discussion of tax incentives.  This was referred to Finance Committee.

Mr. Elshaw:  Is this to go over the possible incentives?

Mayor Andrzejewski:  It would be their recommendations regarding incentives to help bring business into the City.

Mr. Elshaw:  We could talk about overall incentives?

Mayor Andrzejewski:  Yes.

COMMUNICATIONS & PETITIONS con’t.

A bid recommendation was received from CBO Mr. Voros regarding the back-up mowing services.  This was referred to Finance Committee.

RECOGNITION OF THE PUBLIC 
Mr. Elshaw recognized the public input at this time; he reminded the speakers that there is a 3-minute limit for their comments, all comments are to be directed to the Chair and not include any personalities or individuals.

Leonard Mullen, 1323 E. 346th Street, Eastlake

Mr. Mullen:  We have a Community Center across the street – the Mayor decided to close it down – we have seniors over at Taft and he is threatening to close that down – he closed the two pools down in the summer months.  What he would like to recommend and he would like to see done – take the Community Center and make it into a multiple center – combine it with the Senior Center and have them run it – have it for the PAL organization for dances for our teenagers – there could also be an park area.  On February 14th the Mayor came to the Senior Center and made his comments about closing down certain facilities – one was the fire station which he sold, the other was the old JFK Senior Center on 337th which is now occupied by cops.  The third was the Community Center – he hassalled those girls over at Gymnastics so bad they had to leave – they tried to work it out but the man closed it.  When the levy failed the pools were not opened – one had $100,000 damage and the other was not opened.  This is nothing but a dictatorship – it is his way or no one gets nothing.  He pays taxes, the senior’s are paying taxes, homeowners are paying their City taxes and he demands that the Mayor resign or he is going to the election board to see if he can get enough folks to recall that Mayor – what he has done is a crime to this Community. The seniors are nervous – the Mayor scared them – they get a hot meal there – people are at the minimum of their salaries – and what do we do – we kick them in the face by not supporting the seniors.  The seniors need to have their own private place where the Mayor cannot come by and threaten every time there is a levy and he does not get his way.  He is asking the Committee – to try to approve for the Community Center to be a multiple purpose center so that everyone can use the facility and use the property behind it for the kids to play in – and he would like to know why it is when every time you try to do something he don’t do it – he cares more for the ballpark. He is here to run a City – not a ballpark.  He would like to know if Council has the power to vote out the Mayor?

Mr. Elshaw:  The Council does have the power to remove the Mayor.

Mr. Mullen:  He thinks Council should think about doing it – because with the City the way it is right now it is not worth two cents – the people are aggravated, the people are mad, the kids are getting deprived of things in the City and it is time the man goes.

Blanche Loomis, 170 W. Overlook, Eastlake 

Mrs. Loomis:  She is a senior citizen and she has been here since 1963 – she is very active at our Senior Citizen Center – she is treasurer of the Center – she cannot understand why, you as a Council and the Mayor, can’t get a union to put something on the ballot to help us.  There are people over there who are 90 years old – they come over there and that is the only meal that they have for the day – they come by bus and go home by bus – there is a fitness center which they cannot take part of because they are too old.  You get a full course meal for $1.25 – this is the only place they have to go.  You folks, one of these days, are going to be a senior citizen and there will not be a thing here for you.  The pools are closed and you are cutting down – the houses are going up for sale in the Surfside area like you don’t know what – there will not be a thing here for Eastlake to offer anyone to come and this place is going to go back down where it was originally and it will never been the Queen of Lake County again.  She would suggest you reconsider the levy and get together with the Mayor – and the Mayor with Council – and put this back on the ballot so at least the people of Eastlake have a choice of voting for it.  We, the taxpayers of Eastlake, are your boss – we pay your salary – you start listening to us, please.

Mike Levan, 7684 Erie Road, Eastlake

Mr. Levan:  He is here for the property located at 140 Forest Drive – he is representing the owners of the business known as Chagrin River Bait and Tackle – the owners want to put an addition on the building – there are some issues with the setbacks from the street – other than that what is being proposed will only make the building and area look better.  He is asking that the Planning Commission turn this over to the Ordinance Committee for review.

Mr. Elshaw: This matter is pending in Ordinance Committee – perhaps we could speak and confirm this after the meeting.

Jim DiFrancesco, 142 E. Overlook, Eastlake

Mr. DiFrancesco:  He is here today on a little bit lighter note with some representatives of our Football League – as you are all aware our league invests a lot of money at Woodland Park – we invested in the press box, concession stand and recently just built a pavilion – all these expenses are at the Football Leagues expense – we pay for everything – building materials, labor – donated materials – people from our League do work – it is all a Community effort – it is all done together and it is done at the cost of Eastlake Football.  We do occasionally go to the City for assistance.  We built this pavilion and he talked to Council and the Mayor and asked if they would please provide the labor to install the concrete.  We paid for the concrete – the City crew came down and spent about four hours and put concrete in for us.  And, we as a group, as parents, as kids in the League want to express our appreciation to Council and to the Mayor and to the City employees for doing this for us.  We appreciate it.  We understand the situation the City is faced with and that we are not going to get much financial assistance – but, we do occasionally expect to get a little bit of help – and, when we do get it we want you to know that we very much appreciate it and in the future we look forward to working with you as well.

Mr. Elshaw: Thank you Mr. DiFrancesco.  Who did you contact on Council?

Mr. DiFrancesco:  He contacted Bryan Lajeunesse and the Mayor – basically to get their approval.

Leonard Mullen, 1323 E. 346th Street, Eastlake

Mr. Mullen:  He really would like Council to consider making the Community Center a multi-purpose Community Center – for that is the only building we actually own – the ten acres behind it – and have a place for the kids to play – that is why we need to have that saved.

Question from the audience

Unknown Speaker:  Is there any way the Council and the Mayor could take another vote on putting the levy on the ballot for November?

Mr. Elshaw:  He was contacted today by Department Heads asking the same thing – can we do this.  A poll was taken of Council with the same results.  He does not believe that will be moving forward tonight.  What had to have happened – and this is why he asked earlier in the day – we needed legislation to be passed for the wording on the ballot tonight and that had to be prepared – we did not get the go ahead – we did not have the vote to do that.  Also, the County Auditor’s officer would have had to be here to do this and he cannot invite the County Auditor on just a maybe – at that point we had the same votes.  As far as he knows, if anyone wants to say anything differently that is fine but he does not think that has changed at this point in time.

Unknown Speaker:  In other words the Seniors are screwed.

Augusta Finotti, 142 Paxton Road, Eastlake

Mrs. Finotti:  The only thing with the Community Center – what we have at the Senior Center would never fit into the Community Center – she has been there many, many times.  We pay $1.00 a year to the Board of Education for that building – what we need to do is get that building rented again – Head Start moved out but she is sure we can get other people in the other side of the building.  The woman who already has a day care there would like another room but she cannot have it right now – it is debatable on whether this thing passes.  A few years from now, maybe not tomorrow or the next day you will all be seniors – you have parents at home who are seniors – and she is sure some of them may use our facility.  If they do we are only happy to have them.  

There was no one else who wished to speak.

Council President Remarks:

Mr. Elshaw: He does not think anything has changed, however during legislation he will entertain any motions regarding the levy – we would have to have a meeting sometime tomorrow – get the legislation together – get the County Auditor here and so on – if anyone wants to make a Motion to do than he will entertain it – this is all he can offer.

Unknown Speaker: Would that be for the Senior Center?

Mr. Elshaw:  The 1.75-mill levy did pass by a majority of Council, however because of the timing and the deadlines we needed to have that pass by an emergency measure – and we did not have enough votes to do so.

Unknown Speaker:  Don’t you have 45 days before you put it on the ballot?

Mr. Elshaw: No Mam, the deadline is August 24th.

There were no further comments.

LEGISLATION PROPOSED - First number will be 2006-077

There was no Legislation Proposed.

LEGISLATION  PENDING 

(Placed on First Reading 07/11/2006)







RESOLUTION NO.: 07-11-(02)
Requested by:  Mr. Elshaw



A Resolution adopting the Findings of the Sponsored by:  Mr. Knuchel 



Audit Review Committee of the City of 

Eastlake, and declaring an emergency.

MOTION:  Mr. Knuchel moved to place on second reading. Mr. Zontini seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

Legislation No. 08-14-(03) is placed on Second Reading.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_

(Placed on First Reading 08/14/06)







RESOLUTION NO.: 08-14-(03)

Requested by:  Administration and Council 

A Resolution authorizing and directing the Sponsored by:  Mr. Knuchel  



Director of Law, on behalf of the City of 

Eastlake, to request an opinion from the Attorney General of the State of Ohio regarding City Ordinance 155.06 “Sick Leave to Be Cumulative; Retirement Provision,” and declaring an emergency.

MOTION:  Mr. Zontini moved to place on second reading. Mr. Knuchel seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

MOTION:  Mr. Knuchel moved to adopt.  There was no second.

Legislation No. 08-14-(03) fails.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

There was none.

NEW BUSINESS

There was none.

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS

RECREATION COMMITTEE – Mr. Lajeunesse

Mr. Lajeunesse:  The Recreation Committee has not met since the last regularly scheduled Council meeting, however, he has a correspondence from the Eastlake Youth Football League a correspondence and a thank you:

“Dear Mayor and City Council,

The Eastlake Youth Football League Board, coaches, parents, and 

players would like to express our appreciation to the City of Eastlake 

for providing the labor necessary labor to complete the concrete work 

in our new pavilion.  We are continually striving to improve the 

Woodland Park football facilities to make it a welcoming place for the 

residents of Eastlake and visiting communities.








Sincerely


(Document attached hereto and incorporated herein)

There are signatures from 120 parents, coaches and youth football players.  He thanks them for their letter – he knows what it is like to be a President as he was President of Eastlake Soccer and Vice President of Eastlake Little League – it takes a lot of dedication, energy, and cooperation from the parents and coaches and players alike – the time and effort put in – 100’s of hours – people do not realize the dedication that goes into providing a service for a facility for 100 youth football players and visiting communities to use that facility.  Not only are you showcasing our community for yourselves but you are showcasing the community for all of Northeast Ohio and he appreciates it.

This concluded his report and he was open for questions. 

There were no questions of Mr. Lajeunesse.

PLANNING COMMITTEE – Mr. D’Ambrosio 

Mr. D’Ambrosio:  The Planning Committee has not met since we have been on Council break – as items have been referred into his Committee he will be scheduling a meeting for next week.  He would like to thank the Departments – Building, Service, Fire and Police – for the way they acted during the flood.  He received a lot of calls from people. Edward, 332nd Street and 337th Street got hit pretty hard. Many residents called and he wanted to pass it on that everyone is very thankful for all that you did. Right now the Building Department is going door to door throughout the City to make sure the residents are doing okay as far as their heating and furnaces being hooked up and everything being done properly.  Permits are still required but there will be no fees – this is to help the residents.  They want to still do the inspections to make sure everything is done up to code.  He also heard that the United Way has collected new shoes in various sizes and clothing – he will be receiving information on who to contact.

This concluded his report and he was open for questions.

There were no questions of Mr. D’Ambrosio.

FINANCE COMMITTEE – Mr. Knuchel

Mr. Knuchel: The Finance Committee met three times over Council break – July 25th where three issues were discussed regarding the 155 section of our charter – 155.01 – “General Administration” which dealt with raises,  155.38 “Insurances,” and 155.06 “Sick Leave Cumulative.  155.38 “Insurances” was moved forward and approved at a Special Council meeting on August 14th – the “Sick Leave to be Cumulative” was held in Committee pending an opinion from the Ohio Attorney General, which was defeated tonight – so, this matter will be revisited as well as the 155.01 “General Administration” which is raises for our 22 employees who are in that section.  The next item to be discussed was the Recovery Plan amendment and at that time it was held in Committee.  The next meeting, July 31st, the Recovery Plan was again revisited and moved forward with revisions and approved at the August 14th Special Council Meeting.  The meeting of August 8th reviewed the levy presentation by the Mayor and it was moved forward to a Special Council meeting where it was voted on. The 1.75-mill levy was consequently approved by a 4-3 vote but not moved forward as an emergency measure.  Also discussed was the City depositories designation which was moved forward and approved at the August 14th Special Council meeting.

This concluded his report and he was open for questions.

Mr. Elshaw:  There was a pending formation of another Union – what is the status of this?

Mayor Andrzejewski:  The negotiations were held and a contract was agreed upon which is being written for submission to Council for approval.

Mr. Knuchel:  He will be scheduling a Finance Committee meeting for the June budget review.

There were no questions of Mr. Knuchel.

ORDINANCE COMMITTEE  - Mr. Zontini

Mr. Zontini: The Ordinance Committee has not met since the last regularly scheduled Council meeting.  There were several items referred into Committee this evening as well as the one regarding non-conforming buildings, so he will be scheduling a meeting in the near future.

This concluded his report and he was open for questions.

There were no questions of Mr. Zontini.  

SERVICE/UTILITIES COMMITTEE – Mr. Razov

Mr. Razov:  The Service/Utilities Committee has not met during the course of Council break.  He has two items pending in Committee from the Administration which were pending in Committee this past spring which the Committee decided to remove with no action taken, but was subsequently resubmitted by the Administration once again. Therefore he is in no rush to plan a Service/Utilities Committee meeting at this time and he was open for questions.

Mr. Elshaw:  Mr. Razov, could you please hold the Committee meeting within a reasonable amount of time to review the items. He understands people may have certain views about the purchase of some equipment but we should at least discuss it.

Mr. Razov:  That will be discussed in the Service/Utilities Committee meeting at a point and time he sets one – he does not see a necessity for that at this time, Mr. Chairman.  If you would like to place the items in another Committee, that is his position.

Mr. Elshaw:  We will discuss this.

There were no questions of Mr. Razov.

SAFETY COMMITTEE – Mr. Morley

Mr. Morley: The Safety Committee has not met since the last Council meeting, there is nothing pending in Safety Committee.  He would like to commend the Departments – Fire, Building, Service and any of the Departments in City Hall on their action during the flood.  The residents he talked to all gave an A+ to the City Departments. 

This concluded his report and he was open for questions.

There were no questions of Mr. Morley.

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS

MAYOR/SAFETY DIRECTOR – Ted Andrzejewski

Mayor Andrzejewski:  The President declared Lake County a disaster area for public entities and non-profit groups – we have a compilation of that we incurred during the recent disaster – there is a meeting on August 29th and hopefully we will be reimbursed approximately 75% of our clean-up costs for overtime.  We also applied for the repair of catch basins that were damaged by the flood, as well as other items.  

To clarify, along with the May levy was a Plan B – which were cuts to make up $1.1 million should the levy fail to avoid the deficit we are facing in 2007 – by State law the City cannot run in a deficit and must have a balanced budget – we are also in fiscal emergency and are being watched by the State Commission.  We have to submit, whether we like it or not, cuts that equal $1.1 million to make up for the projected deficit in 2007 and the future deficits in 2008 and 2009.  When the Administration proposed the cuts, they are approved by Council and by the State Commission, included in those cuts were the Community Center, the Senior Center, five police officers, Recreation Department programs, miscellaneous personnel and other things – those cuts will take place – they have to take place.  It is not the Mayor who makes the decisions solely – the Mayor and Administration will recommend cuts – they will be discussed and approved by both Council and the State Commission. 

This concluded his report and he was open for questions.

Mr. Knuchel:  Mr. Mayor, you stated that 75% of the overtime would be paid through FEMA.

Mayor Andrzejewski:  We understand that the non-profit organizations will be reimbursed 75% of the incurred cost.  We should be fully made whole for the costs incurred – even at 75%.

Mr. Knuchel:  He is still missing where the 25% that is not picked up will come from.  What fund will that 25% come out of – will it come out of our overtime fund?

Mayor Andrzejewski:  It will have to come out of the General Fund.  There is also the possibility that ½ of the 25% will be picked up by the State of Ohio – the net cost may be 12.5%.

Mr. Knuchel:  He just wanted clarification where the money would be coming from.

Mr. D’Ambrosio:  He realizes FEMA is picking up the 75% - as they have been putting in a lot of time due to flood related problems, what are the chances that CBO Mr. Voros, Mr. Semik and the two Chiefs keeping track of their hours and possibly getting compensated at 75%?

Mayor Andrzejewski:  He does not know the answer but will look into it.

There were no further questions of Mayor Andrzejewski. 

LAW DIRECTOR – Randy Klammer

Mr. Klammer:  All his reports have been submitted in writing and he was open for questions.

There were no questions of Mr. Klammer.

FINANCE DIRECTOR – Brian Condron

Mr. Condron:   He attended a meeting on Monday with CBO Mr. Voros regarding the long term mitigation grant opportunities – this will be investigated – the pre-application deadline is September 30th.  That is for long term mitigation – not reimbursement.

Mayor Andrzejewski:  That is for monies to do preemptive work and repairs to prevent future floods.  We will apply for what we can.

Mr. Knuchel:  Are those grants using matching funds.

Mr. Condron:  75%/25%.

Mr. Knuchel: Are these projects we are already considering doing?

Mayor Andrzejewski:  No.

Mr. Condron:  We got our new server the week of August 14th and all of our financial data was successfully converted – we will be presenting our recommendation for software next month.

This concluded his report and he was open for questions.

Mr. Elshaw:  Mr. Knuchel had mentioned a Finance Committee meeting, what about the re-appropriations? 

Mr. Condron:  They have started an internal review and should be submitting it.

Mr. Elshaw:  So, we can review the June budget and the mid-year re-approriation.

There were no further questions of Mr. Condron.

SERVICE DIRECTOR – Mike Semik

Service Director Mr. Semik:   The Department is pretty much back to normal and is continuing on street repairs – he has been in touch with T.C. Construction in regards to doing streets – they will be reviewing a list sometime this week – work should take 60-90 days once they begin construction.  We are putting together the asphalt and concrete road program for next year and he would appreciate any input on roads needing repair from Council.  Kenmore has been running into some problems and is running about two weeks behind and there are five streets that still need to be paved – please forward any inquiries from residents to him.  He submitted a memo on the bucket truck – we should have it by the end of September – they will send us a truck in the interim.  We are in desperate need of a Service/Utilities Committee meeting – Mr. Razov if you could schedule on in the immediate future he would appreciate it.

Mr. Razov:  Why would you say we are in a desperate need of a Service/Utilities Committee meeting?

Mr. Semik:  There is a list which has been sent to Council on numerous occasions – we are looking at the leaf machine.

Mr. Razov:  Already been addressed – would the Clerk please copy those minutes for the Mayor and Mr. Semik so they can review them again.

Mr. Knuchel:  Are the streets that were profiled, such as Woodland, on schedule for paving in two weeks?

Mr. Semik:  He is hoping to do those starting this coming Monday.  Kenmore had a shortage of trucks and are running two weeks behind.

Mr. Zontini:  When we voted on the bucket truck, the majority of Council voted to approve it – it was to be paid out of the road levy because it was determined that changing the lights has to do with the road – given that, since we have not got the bucket truck yet and we are paying some company to change the lights – is that company being paid out of the road levy as well?

Mr. Condron:  He will check on this.

There were no further questions of Mr. Semik.  

TAX ADMINISTRATOR – Angela Keneven-Zanella

Mrs. Keneven-Zanella was absent and excused. 

BUILDING DEPARTMENT REPRESENTATIVE  - Joe Voros
Mr. Voros:  We are about 95% complete with the flood inspections in the areas we know there were flooding – there are areas he is not aware of right now and had spotted flooding – right now we are finishing up about six more streets and he hopes to be completed with the areas he knows of that were flooded by the end of this week.  At this time we have probably inspected about 900 to 1,000 homes door to door.  The response has been overwhelming – the residents were very grateful we were there and were very appreciate that we care.  All other reports have been submitted and he is open for questions.  

There were no questions of Mr. Voros.  

CITY ENGINEER – Mr. Guard

Mr. Guard:   We have been assisting the Law Director with preparing easements for signing for the S.R. 91 pedestrian bridge.  We have met with ODOT and the Administration on Vine Street for the access management plan as it relates to Vine Street access ramps.  We will be televising the storm and sanitary sewers on the Roberts Road Phase 2, which is S.R. 91 west to Lakeshore Blvd.  This Friday we will be doing flow calibrations of the joint facilities for the WPCC flow analysis.  We have been responding to numerous calls from residents regarding the flooding issues of the July 27th event. 

This concluded his report and he was open for questions.

There were no questions of Mr. Guard.

POLICE CHIEF – John Ruth

Chief Ruth:  He would like to go on record that he is disappointed that an agreement could not be found to submit a levy for the November ballot – it is his understanding that time has run out and the voters will not have an opportunity to mitigate further cuts in City services or staffing which he sees as having a significant negative impact on this Community and one which will take a long time to recover from. 

This concluded his report and he was open for questions.

There were no questions of Chief Ruth.

FIRE CHIEF – Rich Sabo

Chief Sabo:   He would like to thank Mr. Morley and Mr. D’Ambrosio for their kind words during the flood operations and he too would like to offer his thanks to all the City workers for the outstanding job they did during the flood and they are continuing to do.  The clean-up was timely and they helped the residents as much as they could and did a find job - he is very proud of them.  As Directors, Fire Chief, Mayor and Council – these people who work for us can make or break us and he thinks during that period of time they certainly made us all look good because the job was done and it was done in an outstanding manner.  That night proved to be a challenge for the Fire Services and it exposed a weakness that we talked about previously – that is there is still a need of manpower for the Fire Department – in the past it was mentioned if we need people we would just call Willowick or Willoughby – it did not work that night – Willowick and Willoughby were busy – everybody around were very busy – we went to the fourth alarm and out of a possibility of about 16 departments we got one – it exposed a weakness in the whole system.  We were able to use the Statewide response system, which the Ohio Fire Chiefs set up, and that worked out great – it took a couple of hours for everyone to mobilize and get here – it was not a quick fix but ultimately did help the situation because we were able to mobilize 72 fire departments from 11 counties – approximately 267 firefighters and we had 33 boats come into Lake County.  It helped us to mitigate of what the consequences could have been – we did lose one line, which was unfortunate, but he does not feel anything we could have done would have stopped it – it was just an unfortunate incident that occurred.

This concluded his report and he was open for questions.

There were no questions for Chief Sabo.

ADJOURNMENT

The Regular Council Meeting was adjourned at approximately 8:58 p.m.







_________________________________________







DEREK W. ELSHAW, COUNCIL PRESIDENT

APPROVED:  ___________________________

ATTEST:  ______________________________

                       DEBORAH A. CENDROSKI, CMC 


      
  CLERK OF COUNCIL    
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