
      EASTLAKE CITY COUNCIL

        REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

   APRIL 26, 2005

The Regular Meeting of the Eastlake City Council was held at Eastlake City Hall, 35150 

Lake Shore Boulevard.  The Meeting was called to order by Council President Mr. Lajeunesse at approximately 8:00 p.m.  

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mr. Elshaw. 

ATTENDEES

Members of Council in attendance were Mr. Elshaw, Ms. DePledge, Mr. Razov, Mr. Zontini,  Mr. Knuchel, and Council President Mr. Lajeunesse. Also attending was Council Clerk Mrs. Cendroski.

Those attending from the Administration were Mayor Andrzejewski, Law Director Mr. Klammer, Finance Director Mr. Slocum, Service/Recreation Director Mr. Philipp, and City Engineer Mr. Guard.  

NOMINIATION AND ELECTION OF COUNCIL VICE PRESIDENT

Council President Mr. Lajeunesse opened the floor for nominations of Council Vice President.

MOTION: Mr. Zontini moved to nominate Councilman-at-Large Mr. Elshaw as Council Vice President. Ms. DePledge seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

Motion carried.  Councilman-at-Large Mr. Elshaw is elected Council Vice President for the City of Eastlake.

Council President Mr. Lajeunesse congratulated Council Vice President Mr. Elshaw.

COUNCIL COMMITTEE  ASSIGNMENTS

Council President Mr. Lajeunesse appointed Councilman-at-Large Mike Zontini as Chair of the Ordinance Committee, stating Mr. Zontini will also be Chairing the Safety Committee pending the appointment of the new Councilman-at-Large.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING – APRIL 9, 2005

MOTION: Mr. Zontini moved to approve the minutes of the Special Council meeting held on April 9, 2005.  Mr. Razov seconded.

ROLL CALL:
 Yeas:      Mr. Zontini, Mr. Razov, Ms. DePledge, Mr. Knuchel, Mr. Elshaw




 Abstain:  Mr. Lajeunesse

Motion carried.  The minutes were approved.

Regular Council Meeting – april 12, 2005

MOTION: Mr. Razov moved to approve the minutes of the Regular Council meeting held on April 12, 2005.  Mr. Zontini seconded.

ROLL CALL:
 Yeas:      Mr. Razov, Mr. Zontini, Ms. DePledge, Mr. Knuchel, Mr. Elshaw




 Abstain:  Mr. Lajeunesse

Motion carried.  The minutes were approved.

fINANCE cOMMITTEE MEETING – April 19, 2005


rE: ADJOURNMENT INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION FOR DISCUSSIONS OF MATTERS OF LITIGATION AND PERSONNEL.

MOTION: Mr. Razov moved to approve the minutes of the Finance Committee Meeting regarding the adjournment into Executive Session for discussion of matters of litigation and personnel held on April 19, 2005.  Mr. Elshaw seconded.

ROLL CALL:
 Yeas:      Mr. Razov, Mr. Elshaw, Ms. DePledge, Mr. Zontini, Mr. Knuchel

 Abstain:  Mr. Lajeunesse

Motion carried.  The minutes were approved.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT’S REPORT – Mr. Lajeunesse

Mr. Lajeunesse stated he would like to recognize Chuck Hillier for his countless hours of dedication to our Community – he has known Chuck and his family for many years and has been witness to his commitment to various community organizations, church, sports, school and City – he is a true leader – not by the offices he has held but by the respect he has earned.  Mr. Lajeunesse wished Mr. Hillier, Diana, and his family all the best as they take on their next exciting adventure together.  Mr. Lajeunesse also stated he is stepping into very large shoes and will work to earn the respect of his fellow Council people while upholding his oath to be a voice for the people of this Community.

Meetings Scheduled

Mr. Lajeunesse stated that the Council-as-a-Whole Committee Meeting would be scheduled for Tuesday, May 10, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. at City Hall and the Regular Council Meeting would be held on Tuesday, May 10, 2005 at 7:30 p.m. at City Hall. 

Mr. Lajeunesse stated the Charter Review Commission would hold its meeting Wednesday, April 27, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. 

Mr. Lajeunesse stated the resumes for the vacant Council-at-Large position are due in Council office by close of business on May 3, 2005 – those submitting resumes will be contacted regarding a date for interviews.

COMMUNICATIONS &  PETITIONS

A communication was received from the Administration regarding the potential sale of City property. Mr. Lajeunesse explained this matter is for Council’s information pending receipt of supporting documentation from the Administration.

A communication was received from Police Chief Ruth requesting an amendment to City Ordinances 351.13 & 351.14.  This was referred to Ordinance Committee.
COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS

FINANCE COMMITTEE – Mr. Elshaw

Mr. Elshaw stated the Finance Committee met on April 19th at approximately 7:30 p.m. with all members of Council in attendance with the exception of Mr. Lajeunesse who was absent and excused.  In attendance from the Administration were Mayor Andrzejewski, Finance Director Mr. Slocum, Law Director Mr. Klammer and Assistant Service Director Mr. Skorich.  Mr. Elshaw explained the main topic of discussion was the first quarter operating results – overall the first quarter yielded approximately $4.2 million in revenue versus $2.8 million in expenditures for a net income of $1.4 million.  Mr. Elshaw noted these amounts included the sale of property in the amount of approximately $375,000 – these amounts do not include the Ward Creek reimbursement, estimated at about $350,000 and the expected additional costs associated with the naming rights contract which are estimated at around $120,000 overall.  Mr. Elshaw stated from the review it appears we need to keep a watchful eye on a few items – natural gas and utility usage, which seemed to be pretty high and warrants watching –our income tax collections –  and garbage fee collections in comparison to our estimates. Mr. Elshaw stated he would like to continue to express our concern with the possible cuts to the local government fund which may cost our City as much as $450,000.  

Mr. Elshaw stated he agrees with Mr. Lajeunesse’s comments on Mr. Hillier – we will miss his dedication and hard work.  Mr. Elshaw stated he respects Mr. Hillier’s decision and he wishes Mr. Hillier the best of luck.

Mr. Elshaw stated he would be making the following Motion in regards to the North Parkway Sanitary Sewer Project and asked Mr. Guard to provide input on the matter prior to the Motion:

City Engineer Mr. Guard stated they have been working on the North Parkway Sanitary Sewer Project for over 18 months – an environmental sewage problem has occurred at no fault of the anyone but just due to the conditions that were there when the homes were built – we have met with all the residents and acquired easements from everyone – they have an agreement with the Lake County Utilities Department for participation in this project to replace the water line – they expect, if approved tonight, to hold a pre-construction meeting May 9th and to proceed with the construction of the project within a week thereafter – the contractor is providing all supporting documentation and we will progress with the work in hopes of reaching completion by July 15th, with the restoration taking about 30 days.

Mr. Elshaw made the following Motion:

Legislative Recommendation

MOTION:  I hereby move to add Legislation No. 04-26-(04) to the evening’s agenda authorizing and directing the Mayor and Director of Finance to enter into a Contract with C.I.R., Inc., the lowest and best bidder, for the North Parkway Sanitary Sewer Project, in the total amount of Two Hundred Ninety-Nine Thousand Five Hundred Thirty Dollars and Fifty Cents ($299,530.50).  Ms. DePledge seconded.
ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried.  Legislation No. 04-26-(04) is added to the evening’s agenda.

Additional Comments

Mr. Elshaw stated this concluded his report and he was open for questions.

There were no questions of Mr. Elshaw.

ORDINANCE COMMITTEE/SAFETY COMMITTEE  - Mr. Zontini

Mr. Zontini stated neither the Ordinance Committee nor the Safety Committee met since the last regularly scheduled Council meeting.  Mr. Zontini stated this concluded his report and he was open for questions.

There were no questions of Mr. Zontini.

SERVICE/UTILITIES COMMITTEE – Mr. Razov
Mr. Razov stated the Service/Utilities Committee has not met since the last regularly scheduled Council meeting – therefore, he did not have a formal report.  Mr. Razov stated, for the record, that he would also like to thank Mr. Hillier for all his hard work – he was truly an asset to this Council as well as the Community and will be sorely missed.  Mr. Razov wished Mr. Hillier and his family the best.

Mr. Razov stated he would not be scheduling a meeting at the present time and he was open for questions. 

There were no questions of Mr. Razov.

RECREATION COMMITTEE – Mr. Knuchel

Mr. Knuchel stated as there are no issues pending in the Recreation Committee they have not met since the last regularly scheduled Council meeting therefore, he would not be presenting a report.  Mr. Knuchel stated he was open for questions.

There were no questions of Mr. Knuchel.

PLANNING COMMITTEE – Ms. DePledge 

Ms. DePledge stated the Planning Committee did not have a formal meeting – however, one 

item was discussed during the miscellaneous section of the Finance Committee which met on 

Tuesday, April 19th – this matter was in regards to a liquor license transfer request for Con, 

Inc., 3-141 dba Convenient Food Mart, 34301 Vine Street to Alzobi, Inc., dba Convenient 

Food Mart 3-141, 34301 Vine Street, Eastlake which was discussed with no objections to the 

permit being expressed.

Ms. DePledge thanked Mr. Hillier for his service to this City – he always conducted himself 

with the City’s best interests in mind – in the brief time she had to work with him she was 

impressed with his energy and his commitment – it was a privilege to have that chance.

Ms. DePledge stated she would be making the following Motion:
Liquor License Transfer Request

MOTION:  I hereby move to approve, and send back to Columbus, Ohio with no objections,

the Liquor License Transfer Request from Con, Inc., 3-141 dba Convenient Food Mart, 

34301 Vine Street to Alzobi, Inc., dba Convenient Food Mart 3-141, 34301 Vine Street, 

Eastlake. Mr. Zontini seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried. The Liquor License Transfer Request for Alzobi, Inc, dba Convenient Food 

Mart 3-141 is approved.

Additional Comments

Ms. DePledge stated this concluded her report and she was open for questions.
There were no questions of Ms. DePledge.

RECOGNITION OF THE PUBLIC 
Mr. Lajeunesse recognized the public input at this time; he reminded the speakers that there is a 3-minute limit for their comments, all comments are to be directed to the Chair and not include any personalities or individuals.

(Please note – comments have been transcribed as clearly and completely as possible)
Indra Shah, 577 St. Lawrence Blvd., Eastlake
Mr. Shah stated he would like to apologize in advance for his comments and addressed Mr. Lajeunesse – you represented my Ward as Ward 4 Councilman – I have tried to reach you many times but because of your busy schedule, job and family you could not return my phone calls for 48 hours- you have not been very responsive to my needs as a Ward 4 citizen and now you have assumed a great responsibility and I am very concerned that because of the lack of time you have to respond to my needs how you will be able to respond as President of this Council (Mr. Shah was reminded of the rule that all comments are directed to the Chair and are not to include personalities or individuals) (comments could not be understood) please consider (comments could not be understood) responsibility – not to take it. 

Arlene Sawyer, 903 Woodstock, Eastlake
Ms. Sawyer stated she attended the public meeting held by Council at Eastlake Middle School and was surprised to learn that it had been stated by Mr. Zontini and Ms. DePledge that we have not been overcharged for the sewer levy – that there was no overcharge – at the same time Mr. Elshaw, Mr. Lajeunesse and Mr. Knuchel were there and remained silent and did not discredit the statement – Mr. Hillier mentioned on Channel 12 that there was an overcharge of about $5,000,000 – the newspaper was the source of the story and she obtained facts from a newspaper report who said it was pretty simple to ascertain – if he could find it others could also.  Ms. Sawyer stated she is concerned this story broke six-seven months ago and yet the City has no handle on the finances in this regard – we still don’t know the exact total but it sounds, with some certainly, that it is approximately $5,000,000 – with all the resources available to the City we should know that – private industry would – and she is pretty self assured to know that if the residents owed $5,000,000 you would know to the penny what they each owed.  Ms. Sawyer stated she is asking again for this Council to work towards finding the truth and the facts and disclose that to the residents – we have a right to know.

There was no one else who wished to speak. 
LEGISLATION PROPOSED - First number will be 2005-045






ORDINANCE NO.: 04-26-(01)

An Ordinance authorizing the issuance of a Conditional Use Permit to Kimberly Valentino, dba Miss Kimberly’s Day Care Center, 34799 Curtis Blvd., Eastlake, Ohio, and declaring an emergency.

was introduced and read for the first time.

MOTION:  Ms. DePledge moved to suspend the rules requiring three separate readings and reading in full.  Mr. Knuchel seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

MOTION:  Ms. DePledge moved to adopt.  Mr. Knuchel seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Ordinance No. 2005-045.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_

ADVANCE \d3

ADVANCE \u3





ORDINANCE NO.: 04-26-(02)






An Ordinance authorizing the issuance of a

Conditional Use Permit to Nick Foradis, Agent 

for Vine Street Fun-N-Games, 36135 Vine Street, Eastlake, Ohio, and declaring an emergency.

was introduced and read for the first time.

MOTION:  Ms. DePledge moved to table Legislation No. 04-26-(02).

Mr. Elshaw seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

Motion carried. Legislation 04-26-(02) is tabled.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_

ADVANCE \d3

ADVANCE \u3





RESOLUTION NO.: 04-26-(03)

A Resolution authorizing and directing the Director of Public Service to  advertise for a Public Auction for the sale of various items deemed no longer usable by the City of Eastlake, and declaring an emergency.

was introduced and read for the first time.

MOTION:  Mr. Elshaw moved to suspend the rules requiring three separate readings and reading in full.  Ms. DePledge seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

MOTION:  Mr. Elshaw moved to adopt.  Mr. DePledge seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Resolution No. 2005-046.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_

ADVANCE \d3

ADVANCE \u3







RESOLUTION NO.: 04-26-(04)






A Resolution authorizing and directing the Mayor and Director of Finance to enter into a Contract with C.I.R., Inc., the lowest and best bidder, for the North Parkway Sanitary Sewer Project, in the total amount of Two Hundred Ninety-Nine Thousand Five Hundred Thirty Dollars and Fifty Cents ($299,530.50), and declaring an emergency.

was introduced and read for the first time.

MOTION:  Mr. Knuchel moved to suspend the rules requiring three separate readings and reading in full.  Ms. DePledge seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

MOTION:  Mr. Knuchel moved to adopt.  Mr. DePledge seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Resolution No. 2005-047.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_

ADVANCE \d3

ADVANCE \u3
LEGISLATION  PENDING (Placed in First Reading 04-12-05)

RESOLUTION NO. 04-12-(09)


A Resolution authorizing and directing the Mayor and Director of Finance to purchase through the State of Ohio Cooperative Purchasing Program, an Elgin Pelican P-3 Wheel Street Sweeper,  in an amount not to exceed One Hundred Seventeen Thousand Eight Hundred Seventy-Seven Dollars and Fifty Cents ($117,877.50), and declaring an emergency.
was introduced and read for the second time.

MOTION:  Mr. Elshaw moved to suspend the rules requiring two separate readings and reading in full.  Ms. DePledge seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

MOTION:  Mr. Elshaw moved to adopt.  Ms. DePledge seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas:  Mr. Elshaw, Ms. DePledge, Mr. Knuchel.



 Nays:  Mr. Razov, Mr. Zontini, Mr. Lajeunesse.

Motion did not pass. Legislation No.04-12-(09) is not adopted.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_

ADVANCE \d3

ADVANCE \u3
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

There was none.

NEW BUSINESS

There was none.

MAYOR/SAFETY DIRECTOR – Ted Andrzejewski

Mayor Andrzejewski stated he is pleased to see the revenues and expenses for the first quarter are very much on track to what we have anticipated and projected – Council, City employees and the Administration should be applauded for these good results – we are on track to reduce the deficit this year by $1.4 million and we are on track by the end of 2005 to have our General Fund deficit reduced from $3.2 million to a little over $1 million  - this is due to an effort on everyone’s part.  Mayor Andrzejewski stated the Captains and the City  has announced a second concert with Willie Nelson and Bob Dillon for June 26th at the stadium – the Captains have agreed to a special ticket sale for Eastlake resident’s and businesses only this Saturday from 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. at the stadium – the 8% admissions tax that Council approved will be applied to this concert – we anticipate receiving revenues of between $36,000 and $45,000 on the concert – this comes from the 8% admissions tax plus the 25% of the profits the Captains receive – this concert and others will be the first phase of attracting more concerts for next year – the admissions tax should bring in an estimated $40,000 per concert – three or four concerts a year should provide pretty good revenue.  The Mayor stated a developer is going to build 27 new condos on the property next to City Hall – this is good news because it is a sign that once again developers have confidence in our City and our willing to invest money – the condos will sell for approximately $180,000 - $190,000.  The Mayor stated Finance Director Mr. Slocum will share some good news.  The Mayor stated we have a new business coming to town the first week of June – Wireless Toyz – a cellular phone company – these are all positive signs that developers are once again looking to Eastlake.  

Mayor Andrzejewski stated he is disappointed that the street sweeper was not approved and he hopes Council will reconsider this matter at some point – the street sweeper was to be used as part of the Storm Water Management program and to help clean up the City – he does not know what the problems are and perhaps Council can advise why we do not want to get the street sweeper.  Mr. Razov addressed Mayor Andrzejewski, stating this was discussed in Committee with the Mayor present.  Mayor Andrzejewski stated he thought we had agreed to get the street sweeper.  Mr. Razov stated he never changed his position. Mr. Zontini stated he never changed his position. Mr. Lajeunesse stated he was out of town at the time of the meeting.  Mr. Elshaw and Mr. Knuchel stated they did not change their positions.  The Mayor stated he firmly believes we need the street sweeper for the storm water program and to help clean up the City and he would ask that and concerns can be discussed to bring this matter up again.  

Mayor Andrzejewski stated this concluded his report.

Mr. Elshaw asked who was the developer for the condos.  Mayor Andrzejewski explained the developer is The Cleveland Group.  

Ms. DePledge stated she felt it was important for the public to know that while we need the street sweeper to be in compliance with storm water regulations – she voted for it and supported it – but it is important for the residents to know we only have to sweep the streets one time to be in compliance – that may be something that swayed people’s vote.

Mayor Andrzejewski agreed – once per year – the other reason was to help clean up and beautify the City.  

Mr. Razov asked for discussion on this item cease – this has already been discussed – there are copies of the minutes in Council office.

Mr. Lajeunesse stated the meeting would continue and asked if there were any other questions of the Mayor.

There were no further questions of Mayor Andrzejewski.

LAW DIRECTOR – Randy Klammer

Mr. Klammer stated that he had nothing to report and he was open for questions.

There were no questions of Mr. Klammer.

FINANCE DIRECTOR – Mike Slocum

Mr. Slocum stated in 2002 the former Administration had applied for tax exemption for the stadium property – and for various other properties which were pigeon holed in Columbus – he is pleased to report the exemption relating to the stadium has been approved – we will be rebated all paid real estate taxes from 2002-2003 and the first half of 2004 – this should be about $80,000 - $100,000 which will be deposited into the stadium fund – we are still following up with pending items in Columbus – this should be resolved in the next month or so.

Mr. Lajeunesse thanked Mr. Slocum for his diligence on this matter.

There were no further questions of Mr. Slocum.

SERVICE/RECREATION DIRECTOR – Bill Philipp

Mr. Philipp reported the Service Department is coming into its busiest season with grass cutting and road work – they just finished Reeves Road and are continuing on the secondary roads and then the side streets – last Saturday and Sunday we were spared the snow storm but we had enough salt – from now on it looks like smooth sailing.
Mr. Philipp stated this concluded his report and he was open for questions.

There were no questions of Mr. Philipp.

CITY ENGINEER – Steve Guard

Mr. Guard thanked Council for approving the North Parkway Sanitary Sewer project –t he resident will be pleased with this progression – we will issue a notice of award and proceed with the documentation.  Mr. Guard added the developer of the condos – The Cleveland Group – is an Eastlake business.  Mr. Guard stated Round 20 of the Issue 2 applications will be due to the Lake County Engineer’s office by May 27th – they will be meeting with the Administration to discuss this.

Mr. Guard stated this concluded his report and he was open for questions.

Mr. Lajeunesse thanked Mr. Guard for his diligence on the North Parkway project because this involves areas in Wards 3 & 4.

There were no further questions of Mr. Guard.

ADJOURNMENT

Council President Mr. Lajeunesse stated that, if there are no objections from Council, the meeting is adjourned.

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 8:40 p.m.

 

______​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​______________________________________



BRYAN J. LAJEUNESSE, COUNCIL PRESIDENT

APPROVED: _______________________

ATTEST:   ________________________

                 DEBORAH A. CENDROSKI, CMC        

 
CLERK OF COUNCIL 
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