
      EASTLAKE CITY COUNCIL

                                         REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

                                                              APRIL 11, 2006

The Regular Meeting of the Eastlake City Council was held at Eastlake City Hall, 35150 Lake Shore Boulevard.  The Meeting was called to order by Council President Mr. Elshaw at approximately 7:30 p.m.  

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mr. Lajeunesse.

CITY OF EASTLAKE:  COUNCIL EMPLOYEE ENERGY CONSERVATION CONTEST: 

RECOGNITION OF CITY EMPLOYEE WINNERS:

Mr. Elshaw:  Eastlake City Council would like to recognize Pat Holcomb and Revonda Lewis as winners of the Council Employee energy Conservation Contest.  They were recipients of a $30.00 gift certificate to an Eastlake restaurant for which Council individually donated.       

ATTENDEES

Members of Council in attendance were Mr. Morley, Mr. D’Ambrosio, Mr. Lajeunesse, Mr. Knuchel, Mr. Zontini and Council Mr. Elshaw. Mr. Razov was absent and excused for work purposes.  Also attending was Council Clerk Mrs. Cendroski.

Those attending from the Administration were Mayor Andrzejewski, Finance Director Mr. Slocum, Law Director Mr. Klammer, Building Department Administrator Mr. Voros, and Tax Administrator Mrs. Keneven-Zanella.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Regular Council Meeting – MARCH 28, 2006

MOTION: Mr. Lajeunesse moved to approve the minutes of the Regular Council Meeting of March 28, 2006.  Mr. Zontini seconded.

ROLL CALL:
 Yeas: 
 Mr. Lajeunesse, Mr. Zontini, Mr. Morley, Mr. D’Ambrosio, 

 Mr. Knuchel


         Abstain:  Mr. Elshaw

Motion carried.  The minutes were approved.

SPECIAL Council Meeting – april 3, 2006

MOTION: Mr. Lajeunesse moved to approve the minutes of the Special Council Meeting of April 3, 2006.  Mr. Zontini seconded.

ROLL CALL:
 Yeas: 
 Mr. Lajeunesse, Mr. Zontini, Mr. D’Ambrosio, Mr. Knuchel, Mr. Elshaw


         Abstain:  Mr. Morley 

Motion carried.  The minutes were approved.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT’S REPORT – Mr. Elshaw

Meetings Scheduled

Mr. Elshaw:  The Council-as-a-Whole Committee Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, April 25, 2006 at 7:00 p.m. and the Regular Council Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, April 25, 2006 at 7:30 p.m.

An Economic Community Development Council meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, April 19, 2006 at 6:30 p.m. at City Hall. 

An Informational Meeting on the Levy is scheduled for Sunday, April 23, 2006 at 6:00 p.m.

The State Financial Planning & Supervisory Commission Meeting is scheduled for Thursday, May 4, 2006 at 2:00 p.m. if the levy passes, otherwise Thursday, May 11, 2006 at 2:00 p.m.

COMMUNICATIONS &  PETITIONS

A request was received from Finance Director Mr. Slocum for a Committee meeting to adjourn into Executive Session for discussion of matters of the Union Contract between the City of Eastlake and the AFSCME union.  This was referred to Council-as-a-Whole Committee. 

A communication was received from the Administration regarding advertising for bids for the Towing Contract.  This was referred to Safety Committee.

A donation request was received from the Eastlake North Academic Decathlon Team regarding its representation of Ohio at the National Competition in San Antonio, Texas on April 26–29, 2006.  Mr. Elshaw explained that this is for each Councilperson’s individual consideration. 

A recommendation was received from the Planning Commission regarding Conditional Use Permits for Persistence Tattoo, 36119 Vine Street and K-Mart, 33752 Vine Street. This was referred to Planning Committee.

A referral was received from Council President Mr. Elshaw regarding the proposed amendment of City Ordinance 155.26 “Bonds.”  This was referred to Ordinance Committee.

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS

RECREATION COMMITTEE – Mr. Lajeunesse

Mr. Lajeunesse:  The Recreation Committee has not met since the last regularly scheduled Council meeting, therefore, he had nothing to report and he was open for questions.  

Mr. Lajeunesse:  This concluded he was open for questions. 

There were no questions of Mr. Lajeunesse.

PLANNING COMMITTEE – Mr. D’Ambrosio 

Mr. D’Ambrosio:  The Planning Committee has not met since the last regularly scheduled Council meeting, therefore, he had nothing to report and he was open for questions.  Since there were some items referred into his committee he was going to be scheduling a meeting either next week or the week after.  

Mr.  D’Ambrosio:  This concluded his report and he was open for questions.

There were no questions of Mr. D’Ambrosio.

FINANCE COMMITTEE – Mr. Knuchel

Mr. Knuchel:  The Finance Committee has not met since the last regularly scheduled Council meeting, therefore, he had nothing to report and he was open for questions.

Mr. Knuchel made the following Motion:   

Legislative Recommendation

MOTION:  I hereby move to add Legislation No. 04-11-(01) to the evening’s agenda authorizing and directing the Director of Public Service to advertise for a Public Auction for the sale of various items deemed no longer usable by the City of Eastlake.  Mr. Lajeunesse seconded. 

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried.  Legislation No. 04-11-(01) is added to the evening’s agenda.

Additional Comments

This concluded his report and he was open for questions.

There were no questions of Mr. Knuchel.
ORDINANCE COMMITTEE  - Mr. Zontini

Mr. Zontini: The Ordinance Committee has met and he apologizes for not having his minutes.  The only issue for discussion at that meeting was City Ordinance 155.26 “Bond”, and at that time we decided to move forward to the Special Council Meeting for Saturday, April 8, 2006. 

This concluded his report and he was open for questions.

Mr. Lajeunesse made the following Motion.  

Legislative Recommendation

MOTION: I hereby move to add Legislation No. 04-11-(02) to the evening’s agenda Section 155.26, “Bond,” of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Eastlake.  Mr. D’Ambrosio seconded

Discussion:

Mr. Morley:  This is just a move for legislation so we can vote on it  – correct?

Mr. Elshaw:  Correct.  

ROLL CALL:  Yeas:  Unanimous  

Motion carried.  Legislation No. 04-11-(02) was added to the evening’s agenda.

There were no questions of Mr. Zontini.

SERVICE/UTILITIES COMMITTEE – Mr. Razov

Mr. Razov was absent and excused.    

SAFETY COMMITTEE – Mr. Morley

Mr. Morley: The Safety Committee has not met since the last regularly scheduled Council meeting, therefore, he had nothing to report and he was open for questions.  I see on tonight’s agenda that there is a request to review the contract for the towing so I will be setting up a meeting. 

This concluded his report and he would be making the following Motion:

Legislative Recommendation

MOTION:  I hereby move to add Legislation No. 04-11-(03) to the evening’s agenda authorizing and directing the Mayor and Director of Finance to enter into an Agreement with the Fraternal Order of Police, Ohio Labor Council, Inc. (Patrolmen, Sergeants and Lieutenants, and Dispatchers.  Mr. Zontini seconded.  

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried.  Legislation No. 04-11-(03) was added to the evening’s agenda.

There were no questions of Mr. Morley.

RECOGNITION OF THE PUBLIC 
Mr. Elshaw recognized the public input at this time; he reminded the speakers that there is a 3-minute limit for their comments, all comments are to be directed to the Chair and not include any personalities or individuals.

Indra Shah, 577 St. Lawrence Blvd., Eastlake

Mr. Shah: He has two points to make.  The first point is that I am absolutely amazed that the Finance Director at the last minute now wants indemnification protection.   May I remind the Law Director that he has a duty to protect the citizens of Eastlake and not Mr. Slocum.  Listening last month about the bond issue, I believe that the Mayor is working for Mr. Slocum and not the other way around.  If he tries to demand indemnification protection let me tell him that there are ways of protecting his personal assets.  Your first duty is to protect the City of Eastlake.  Never give him protective indemnity, which in my opinion is illegal to begin with.  I have had it with him – just fire him, please.  Please do me a favor after you pass this legislation and he demands something else and if you don’t agree with him, then Mr. Slocum will have to do what he has to do and Council will do what they have to do. 

The second point I would like to make is to express my view on the levy.  I was barred from the Community Center, I was barred from the Surfside Apartment Complex and was I barred from the Eastlake Library to express my opinion.  Am I living in the United States or am I living with Suddam Hussein?  Do I have freedom of speech to express my view or not?  It is very disappointing that I cannot express my view.  Let the Mayor and Mr. Slocum be on one side.  I will be the only one with my hands tied behind by back just to make it equal.  Please let me express my view on the levy.  Thank you.    

Lenny Mullen, 1323 E. 346th St.  

As you know I have been here a few times.  The couple of times that I have been here I was mad and aggravated with the Mayor and Council.  I do not appreciate what you are trying to do with this levy.  Trying to make somebody pay for something just so you guys could say that you got your three years in and then get out and let the people of Eastlake pay for the stadium for the next 26 years – but you probably won’t be here.  

When I came up here I asked about the Eastlake Community Center which you were trying to make a deal to get rid of.  And, also, the satellite dish on E. 337th St. that you are still trying to get rid of. When the Community Center was built it was suppose to be strictly for recreation, now the Mayor and Council are trying to get it transferred over so that they can sell it.  I’m saying to the Mayor and Council you will not sell that building.  In order for us to bring business into this community we have to have buildings to put them in – not sell them.  Once you sell these buildings we won’t have them anymore to bring people into this community.  

I have never seen any bulletin board up or any sign saying that the Community Center is for lease or rent for parties, graduations and weddings.  I haven’t seen anything on the marquee about the 30 acres that we have on Erie Road, which is developed for commercial or businesses.  You are always thinking about one thing only and that is the stadium.  I’m telling this to your faces right now that it is time to get your heads right where its suppose to be on your shoulders and look at the people of this City not yourselves – just to get something passed.  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               I didn’t know City Hall was refinanced until somebody told me about this.  I don’t know what you are doing with this money or why it was refinanced because we were suppose to be paying it off not keep refinancing it.  And every time we turn around here you keep asking the taxpayers to keep paying something that they are not getting anything out of.  We have money to pay the Mayor $80,000.00 but we don’t have $4,000.00 for the maintenance for the Community Center.  I think that is a disgrace.  That building is a good building, it has good qualities and people renting it for use to rent for parties, graduations, weddings, or for anything.  But first you have to have a Mayor willing to put the money in the building instead of saying that it looks like a disgrace - it does not.  That’s what this money is for the citizens of Eastlake and therefore, your job is to keep the building up to par and that’s the way its suppose to be done.  I’m sick and tired of seeing the Community Center run down and that the only thing on your agenda is the stadium.  

You are here to run the City not a stadium.  That stadium should be sold or put up on the block as it is.  I’m saying that the books haven’t been open for the people to see how much we have spent on the stadium.  We didn’t have anything to do with the money finances.  They went in there blind and we took their word for it.  I do not take their word for it, I do not trust the Mayor or Council with some of the things that you are doing.  I think it is a disgrace.

Stan Leff, 94th N. Lakehurst

I guess everything that you are hearing tonight is negative.  Last week I went to a dog and pony show regarding the 6 Mill Levy.  I tried to speak and got cut short by the Mayor so I walked out.  One way streets are bad.  Five years, ago, the same thing happened to a small group protesting the stadium.  If the citizens of Eastlake had listened to them I would not be talking to you tonight.  But, please listen because the next part is not going to be politically correct.  It’s the hard part.  Mayor, when you first came on the scene I felt you and Mr. Steve Komarjanski were sincere.  Today, you are just another politician.  The hard questions, the hard answers and the hard decisions have not been made.  Many of the things that are in the column if the levy fails should have been done long ago – but they are not politically correct.  Mayor, you know what I mean because I have said them to you many times.  Unless we all open ourselves up and say what one feels because I think it’s wrong that I can’t say what is in my heart and in my mind and what I have observed.  

Mr. Elshaw reminded Mr. Leff to address the chair.  

I believe our Council is not a bought Council like it was years ago.  I think it is time that our Administration listens to them.  I think it is time that the Administration starts listening to that small but strong relentless voice that keeps saying what has to be done to make things right.  In conclusion what is this thing about liability?  Do we have another problem looming up? If so, maybe you should have listened to that small but strong and relentless voice two years ago.  Our Administration says that they are going to run the City like a business.  I would like to see that happen – that it does run like a business and that when the hard questions and the hard things that one has to do in order to keep a business afloat that they do what they have to do.  Like today, in the auto industries there are hard decisions to be made, in which, a lot of people will get laid off and in many other industries there will be layoffs.  

Ken Hoefle, 36683 Valley Ridge Drive

I have implemented the City of Eastlake Beautification Day, which will be held Saturday, May 13, 2006 from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. I have already met with our Mayor, Council and Mr. Rubertino, who is the President for the Union for the Service workers.  We received their backing on this project.  We are going to be looking for volunteers and we will be identifying flowerbeds around the City and the parks – anything that we can do to get a head start for the Service Department.  We will be seeking donations for flowers that will be going around City businesses and the community.  We will, also, be meeting at City Hall after, which we will have pizza and refreshments for all the volunteers that come out that day.  If there is anybody that has any ideas, as far as, what areas need to be cleaned up please let us know.  We are looking at cleaning up around the Fire Station, Police Station, City Hall, Jakse Park and any other city parks.  We are going to be cleaning them up and planting new flowers.  We are going to make the City shine.  If anybody wants to contact me I will be running an ad on Channel 12 and I, also, will be doing a sit down with Mr. Larkin and will be giving him the necessary information.  

There was no one else who wished to speak

LEGISLATION PROPOSED - First number will be 2006-029







RESOLUTION NO.: 04-11-(01)

Requested by: Mayor Andrzejewski

A Resolution authorizing and directing the Director 

of Public Service to advertise for a Public Auction for the sale of various items deemed no longer usable by the City of Eastlake, and declaring an emergency

MOTION:  Mr. Lajeunesse moved to suspend the rules requiring three separate readings and reading in full.  Mr. Knuchel seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

MOTION:  Mr. Lajeunesse moved to adopt.  Mr. Knuchel seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Resolution No. 2006-029.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_

DISCUSSION

Mr. Elshaw stated that it was decided to add to this evening’s agenda Ordinance No. 04-11-(02), which is dealing with the Section 155.26, “Bond,” of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Eastlake.  It has been added that “Any action that the City will reimburse the employee will be within the 60 days from the effective date of this Legislation.  It will not include anything prior to that date.” 





           ORDINANCE NO.: 04-11-(02)







An Ordinance amending Section 155.26, "Bond," of 

the Codified Ordinances of the City of Eastlake, and declaring an emergency.

MOTION:  Mr. Lajeunesse moved to suspend the rules requiring three separate readings and reading in full.  Mr. D’Ambrosio seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas:  Mr. Lajeunesse, Mr. D’Ambrosio, Mr. Knuchel, Mr. Elshaw

                          Nays: Mr. Morley, Mr. Zontini

Motion failed. Legislation No. 04-11-(02) is placed on First Reading.  

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_







RESOLUTION NO.: 04-11-(03)

Requested by: Mayor Andrzejewski 

A Resolution authorizing and directing the Mayor 

and Director of Finance to enter into an Agreement with the Fraternal Order of Police, Ohio Labor Council, Inc. (Patrolmen, Sergeants and Lieutenants, and Dispatchers), and declaring an emergency.

MOTION:  Mr. Morley moved to suspend the rules requiring three separate readings and reading in full.  Mr. Lajeunesse seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

MOTION:  Mr. Morley moved to adopt.  Mr. Lajeunesse seconded.

ROLL CALL:  Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried. Legislation is adopted as Resolution No. 2006-030.

_     _      _
_
_
_
_ 
_
_
_
_
_
_

LEGISLATION  PENDING 

There was none.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

There was none.

NEW BUSINESS

There was none.

MAYOR/SAFETY DIRECTOR – Ted Andrzejewski

Mayor Andrzejewski: I am sitting here wondering – Why am I here?  Why did I take this job?  I stood up here three years, ago, when we had seven Council people who would not say one bad thing to the Mayor.  I said this is not right.  I had a choice to continue my career with the bank, taking my 401k, continuing to live a comfortable life or do something about the problem. I did something about the problem.  I then stood up and said, “Wait a minute I don’t feel that there are any candidates for Mayor.  I feel that I can be better than any other candidates for Mayor and I feel I have my heart in the right place with this City.”  So, once again, I stood up and ran for Mayor – not once but twice. Three summers, three falls, and three years of my life spent trying to do good for this City.  And what do I get?  I have to stand up here and listen to personal attacks.  There were statements made tonight that were untrue and I’m going to address them all. 

There are two sides to every story.  My son was very prophetic when he said to me “Dad, when you take this job figure right off the bat that one-third of the people are not going to like you.”  I’m not that kind of person – I like to be liked.  I like to do good things and help people and do what is right.  Whatever I do someone doesn’t like it.  For example if I close Surfside pool – they don’t like it.  Well, then we’ll lay-off two policemen – they don’t like it.  Refinance City Hall – they don’t like it.  Refinancing City Hall was an extremely good move. When I say things are taken out of context this is a perfect example because when we refinanced City Hall we got a lower interest rate and we put $135,000.00 into the General Fund last year and did not change the terms of the loan.  There were 12 years left when we refinanced – there was still 12 years to go.  This was a very good move by the City.  When Mr. Slocum found out that we were paying real estate taxes on the stadium, we reapplied, we got variances, and we had to do paperwork so that we no longer had to pay real estate taxes on the stadium.  Hundreds of thousands of dollars were brought into the City and do you think any body could say “Thank you.”  

You have a personal vendetta to close Channel 12, so at every meeting all we hear is close Channel 12, close Channel 12 and close Channel 12.  You have a personal vendetta that you can’t forget about the stadium.  And because we have to sit there and hear you say until my dying day you’re going to say it until you prove you’re right.  Mr. Leff, you’re right - now let’s move on. 

Mr. Elshaw reminded Mayor Andrzejewski to avoid personal confrontations.

Mayor Andrzejewski: We’ve said many times we’ve asked the residents to put the past behind them.  The stadium is here and you need to deal with it because it is not going to be torn down – it’s not going to be sold – it’s not going to be destroyed.  We need to deal with it and that’s exactly what this Administration is doing.  

The JFK building/site – one of the things that we are trying to do with the City is bring business to the City.  What do you need to bring business to the City - you need sites for people to build buildings – you need places for people that come to want to locate to the City.  Here is our true intent with the JFK building.  Forty years ago that was designated to the City of Eastlake for recreational purposes.  We have since purchased land on Erie Road and what we have asked the Federal Government to do is to take that land we purchased and take the deed restriction from JFK and put it on that land, so the same acreage and more is always set aside for recreational purposes – this was a swap.  What this will do is allow that land at JFK, to possibly, be sold to a developer – not for condos – but a developer for commercial businesses that would bring jobs to the City.  And, yes, I have had inquiries – we are trying to work with those people behind the scenes, but we can't ’do anything until we get that land changed then we can sell it.  There are two phases.   

On the acres of land in the industrial park we are trying, religiously, to sell that for commercial development – not for condo owners.  Buy, do you think somebody would stand up and say “Thank you for doing that.”  No.  But, what they are going to harp about is the stadium that is a long gone issue, but they have to keep harping on it.  We can’t live in the past.  I took this job to move the City forward. 

We looked at every issue with this tax increase.  Should we do a ¼% income tax, should we do a 4 Mill Levy, 5 Mill Levy?  Whatever we do somebody out there is not going to like it.  So we got together with Council and chose the best Mill Levy as a group that would benefit Eastlake and the residents.  But, again, the residents are saying, “I’ll vote for it if you get rid of the garbage fees.” Other residents are saying, “ I’ll vote for it if you don’t get rid of the garbage fees.” or “I’ll vote for it if it is 3 Mills, I’ll vote for it if it is 4 Mills.”  You can’t please everybody.  We are doing a good job.  We have moved the City forward.  Council has moved the City forward.  They are not “yes” people.  Rightfully, they ask questions and we try to answer them as best as we can.  Give us some credit.  We are not all crooks and we are not all shams.  We are honest hard working people.  I stand by what I do and I stand by what Council does.  Put your personal issues aside and look what is best for the City and vote with your head and not with your hearts.  But for once put that stadium issue behind us.  

He would like to recommend to Council that Ron Davis be appointed to the Planning Commission.

Mr. Lajeunesse:  He will make the Motion as he has known Mr. Davis for a long time and he is worthy of this appointment: 

Appointment to Planning Commission

MOTION:  I hereby move to confirm the Mayor’s appointment of Ron Davis to the Planning Commission to fill the position of Robert Klann, with said date of appointment to be effective as of May 1, 2006 for the current term expiring 12/31/07.  Mr. Zontini seconded. 

ROLL CALL:   Yeas unanimous.

Motion carried.  Mr. Ron Davis is appointed to the Planning Commission to fill the position of Robert Klann, with said date of appointment to be effective as of May 1, 2006 for the current term expiring 12/31/07. 

Additional Comments

Mr. Morley:  In all due respect, Mayor, I think when we all ran for office we all knew that we couldn’t make everyone happy.  All we can do is do to the best of our abilities the best job that we can do.  But, I also, believe that the residents have the right to tell us to if they like us or not.  You’re just going to have to get a little thicker skin, Mayor, like me.  If someone wants to say something that I have done wrong, then if I have done something wrong, they have that right.  Because when I was sitting in the audience it seemed that Council got to talk no matter what they had to say.  But, when you’re sitting in the audience and you make a statement to one of Council or the Administration they were hushed.  I believe that they all voted for us so they all have the right to say to us what they want to say to us.  That’s just my opinion on it.   

Mayor Andrzejewski: I fully agree with that, Mr. Morley, as long as what they say is truthful.  But when I see statements being made that are untrue I have to respond.  

Mr. Morley:  I agree with that but I think that you are taking it a little too personal.  You can’t take it personal in this job because you can’t make every one happy.  You are right because at every levy meeting we have had a line of people who would tell us they want the pool, and some would say they don’t want the pool, some people would say they want the senior center and some would say they don’t want the senior center.  We know that and we just have to live with that.    

This concluded his report and he was open for questions.

There were no questions of Mayor Andrzejewski.

LAW DIRECTOR – Randy Klammer

Mr. Klammer: I need to respond when it is a legal issue in which I would like to make some  clarifications.  I believe it is up to the Council President’s discretion and Council regarding the bond for Mr. Slocum.  I’m all for criticism, but I think that when someone says that anyone of the Directors have anything other than the City’s interest at heart, from my experience, working with these people it is not true.  They work hard every single day to make this City a better place.  Council and the Administration came into special council meetings over and over again to solve this problem with the Finance Director’s bond.  There is a real problem trying to resolve this problem by the Law Directors.  A solution we ultimately reached was a solution in part that you proposed which was indemnification.  It is important that the residents understand how hard everybody works and that we don’t always respond to the complaints because we are trying to keep it as impartial and objective and focused on accomplishing some of these things.  I’m telling you when there is some misinformation and it comes from a legal standpoint I do the best I can to tolerate that and I don’t always agree with it.  Please don’t take a lack of response from the Law Department to some of these things that they are a concession or that they are either accurate legally or true.

With that being said the Mayor raised a concern regarding the home on E. 343rd Street.  Mr. Voros and I have a meeting to view that home to see if it is a nuisance.  Other than that I am open for any questions.   

Mr. Elshaw:  I did not allow the Law Director to address you Mr. Shah.   

Mr. Knuchel:  During the break, one of the residents suggested that maybe our bonded people could look for bonds privately.  Has that been looked into?  Rather than having the City bonds, does the statute say that we must have them do the bonds in the City or can they get them on a personal basis?    

Mr. Klammer:  The statute quires that they be bonded.  The reality is that this is a problem based on contract.  It is not an obligation that the City has opposed on Mr. Slocum.  It is an obligation that if we are going to require a bond.  For all intense purposes, the things I have learned to date, are every one of those bonding companies are going to have the same indemnification provision in their contract.  So there is not a lot that we control in that regard.  You can set it if there is a bond and the limit of the bond.  It’s trying to convince an insurance company who is actually extending credit to the bonded person to do that without the indemnification provision.  If anyone of us were insurance companies we would want the same thing.  

Mr. Knuchel:  So, basically, that if they tried to do that on a private basis they would have the same problems that we’re running into now.  

Mr. Klammer:  I think so, the issue is that the resident probably more described the question of malpractice coverage.  That is one of the options that we are trying to locate.

Mr. Zontini: I just wanted to thank Mr. Klammer for all his input.  Both Mr. Slocum and Council have worked long and hard trying to come to a compromise and we all appreciate Mr. Slocum’s work and nobody wants him to leave.  We have tried to come to a compromise and Mr. Klammer is the one stuck in the middle of all this and I just wanted to let Mr. Klammer know that we appreciate the work he has done and appreciate the situation he has been in.         

Mr. Klammer:  This concluded his report and he was open for questions.

There were no questions of Mr. Klammer.

SERVICE DIRECTOR – Mike Semik

Service Director Mr. Semik was absent and excused.

FINANCE ASSISTANCE DIRECTOR – Mike Vuckovich

Mr. Vuckovich:  The reports had previously been submitted and he had no report and was open for questions.

TAX ADMINISTRATOR – Angela Keneven-Zanella

Mrs. Keneven-Zanella: I do have a formal report but I didn’t have a chance to get it put together until late this afternoon.  I will submit it first thing tomorrow morning to the Administration and to Council.  We had a very good first quarter in 2006.  Our collection efforts have definitely been worthwhile this last quarter.  The one thing that I did want to mention was the article that appeared in the News-Herald concerning the Tax Department and our collection efforts, which were received very well by many people and that is reflective in my report that will be submitted to you.  

There were no questions of Mrs. Keneven-Zanella.  

SERVICE DIRECTOR – Mike Semik

Mr. Semik was absent and excused.

BUILDING DEPARTMENT REPRESENTATIVE  - Joe Voros
Mr. Voros:  I have submitted the new code changes that is going to be required by the State of Ohio on residential building codes that is mandated by the State.  I didn’t submit it today to Council but you will be receiving that by tomorrow.  We are issuing a lot of permits since the weather has gotten nicer.  Are there any questions?  

Mr. Elshaw:  Could you elaborate about the door hangers that you put together?

Mr. Voros:  The door hangers include fifteen different types of violations on them including mowing the lawn, painting your house, cars in the driveways with no license and debris in the yard.  This is that it is a matter of service to notify residents or the building owners to correct that issue and fix the violation.  That saves us time and postage of getting the notice out to the residents and notifying them of the problem they are having.  This allows them to know right then and there what the problem is without having to go back to the office and having to type up the letters and sending them to the home owners or residents which take 3 to 4 days.  Then there is the re-inspection.  

With this new process of issuing the door hangers they know the problem right then and there and, hopefully, they will call us and let us know as it states on the door hanger to contact us when this problem was resolved.  Then we can go and do the re-inspection and see that the violation has been resolved.  This will save us in man hours because this is more cut and dry and easier for the resident to understand.  

Mayor Andrzejewski:  I will give you an example of an eye sore that has been in the City for years and that is that old beverage store on Willowick Drive and Lakeshore Blvd.  We have made a concentrated effort to contact that owner and say “Look enough is enough – clean it up.”  And over the last week the owner has started to clean it up.  He has down a lot of clean up in that area and you will find that corner a lot better looking than it has been in the past.  

Regarding Mrs. Keneven-Zanella’s comments about collecting taxes.  One thing we decided to do last year was to go and collect taxes that were legally due the City.  We are not going after people who are having a hard time paying the taxes.  We are going after people who have successful businesses and don’t file.  That article in the paper reflects the court action we have taken.  I think that we have successfully got our message out to those people with a letter that says you need to come in and talk with our Tax Department about your back taxes.  They are starting to respond better because before the letter regarding late taxes went in the trash.  What was that one example where a resident wrote a check for $6,000.00?

Mrs. Keneven-Zanella:  The $6,000.00 was paid in cash.  

Mayor Andrzejewski:  Those are all the efforts that go on behind the scenes that we don’t necessarily bother reporting - maybe once in a while we will start doing that. 

Mr. Klammer:  I just want to let you know that Mr. Voros is doing a great job. Every day I get another E-mail from him with another idea he has such as the door hangers.  

Mr.  D’Ambrosio:  I call Mr. Voros’s office almost every day because I try to get around and meet as many people as I can and see if they are having have any problems.  A lot of them are Building Department issues and when I call and talk to Ethel or Joe they are very helpful.  

There were no further questions of Mr. Voros.  

CITY ENGINEER – Mr. Guard

Mr. Guard was absent and excused.

POLICE CHIEF – John Ruth

Police Chief Ruth was absent and excused.

FIRE CHIEF – Rich Sabo

Fire Chief Sabo was absent and excused.

ADJOURNMENT

The Regular Council Meeting was adjourned at approximately 8:34 p.m.







_________________________________________







DEREK W. ELSHAW, COUNCIL PRESIDENT

APPROVED:  _________________

                       CAROLYN RYANS, 


      ASST. CLERK OF COUNCIL    
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